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Katherine Hankey (1834-1911) wrote this hymn for children to teach the major seasons and events of the Christian Church Year. Though 
it has been paired with various melodies, it finds a good match in Pierre de Corbeille’s melody from the 13th century. 

 

Katherine	Hankey,	1834-1911
Tune:	ORIENTIS	PARTIBUS

Note:	Whitsuntide	or	Whitsunday	is	another	name	for	Pentecost,	
traditionally	referring	to	the	white	robes	of	newly	baptized	Christians	who	were	baptized	at	Easter	or	Pentecost.	

6.	Last	of	all,	we	humbly	sing
Glory	to	our	God	and	King,
Glory	to	the	One	in	Three,
On	the	Feast	of	Trinity.

Advent	Tells	Us	Christ	Is	Near

5.	Then,	He	sent	the	Holy	Ghost,
On	the	day	of	Pentecost,
With	us	ever	to	abide:
Well	may	we	keep	Whitsuntide!
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Good People All, This Christmas Time 

 

 
                  Text and tune: Wexford Carol, traditional; st. 3 added 

Popularly known as “The Wexford Carol,” Dr. W. H. Grattan Flood transcribed the words and music from local singers in Ireland and submitted it for 
publication in The Oxford Book of Carols of 1928. Its origins date to at least the 16th century and perhaps as early as the 12th century. 

Good	People	All,	This	Christmas	Time
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Text:	Traditional,	st.	3	added
Tune:	Wexford	Carol,	traditional
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How Wondrous Is This Gladness 

 

 
Kingo: Hvor stor er dog den Glæde (O Jesu gid du vilde) / Translation: © DeGarmeaux (1-5); N. A. Madson (6) ©CPH / Tune: Jeg vil mig Herren love  

 
Sir Thomas Kingo (1634-1703) wrote this hymn about the visit of the twelve-year-old Jesus to the Jerusalem temple as recorded in Luke 
2:41-51. Since the sixth stanza of the hymn was especially popular among Norwegian Lutherans, the Rev. Norman A. Madson translated 
it for inclusion in the 1941 Lutheran Hymnal. 

How	Wondrous	Is	This	Gladness
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6.	I	pray	Thee,	dear	Lord	Jesus,	

My	heart	to	keep	and	train,	

That	I	Thy	holy	temple,	

From	youth	to	age	remain,	

Turn	Thou	my	thoughts	forever	

From	worldly	wisdom’s	lore,	

If	I	but	learn	to	know	Thee,	

I	shall	not	want	for	more.

Kingo:	Hvor	stor	er	dog	den	Glæde	(O	Jesu	gid	du	vilde)	/	Translation:	©	DeGarmeaux	(1-5);	N.	A.	Madson	(6)	©CPH

Tune:	Jeg	vil	mig	Herren	love

ELH	178	LHJ	158	TLH	655

5.	Among	the	learned	scholars	

Sits	Jesus	at	their	feet	

To	hear	and	learn	their	knowledge,	

With	answers	them	to	greet.	

The	Scriptures,	they	explore	them	

To	learn	God’s	Holy	Word;	

Their	Savior	stands	before	them,	

True	God,	incarnate	Lord.	



O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 

 
An American-born clergyman of the Presbyterian Church, Louis Benson (1855-1930) wrote this hymn about the major locations of 
activity in Jesus’ life. It has often been paired with the melody KINGSFOLD, an English folk tune that may have originated in the 
Middle Ages. 

 

O	Sing	a	Song	of	Bethlehem

Text:	Louis	F.	Benson,	1889,	alt.

Tune:	KINGSFOLD,		English	folk	melody;	alternate	tune:	Forest	Green	

Setting:	Ralph	Vaughan	Williams
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This hymn based on Psalm 128 is one of six Psalm paraphrases that Martin Luther (1483-1546) wrote in the years 1523-1524. He 
thought so much of this Psalm about the Christian home, that he produced hymn paraphrases for it in both German and Latin. 

 

 

Happy	the	Man	who	Trusts	in	God

Text:	Psalm	128	Luther	/	Translation:	R.	Massie,	altered	ELHB	446
Tune:	St.	Crispin
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O	Jesus	Christ,	How	Bright	and	Fair
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One of the Church’s great hymnwriters, Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) wrote this hymn for Christian weddings. This hymn contains a 
selection of Gerhardt’s original eight stanzas and is joined with the melody for the Queen of Chorales—“How Lovely Shines the Morning 
Star.” 

 

 

 

Gerhardt:	Wie	schön	ists	doch,	Herr	Jesu	Christ	(Psalm	128)	/	Translation:	John	Kelly,	altered	by	Matthew	Carver.	St.	1,	2,	4,	7,	8
Tune:	Wie	schön	leuchtet
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O	Enter,	Lord,	Thy	Temple
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This hymn by Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) focuses on the work of the Holy Spirit. It is paired with its original melody by Johann Crüger. 
Seven stanzas of this hymn were included in The Lutheran Hymnal. The Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary has three stanzas of the text 
only (#400). 

 

 

Text:	Paul	Gerhardt;	tr.	C.	Winkworth
Tune:	Zeuch	ein,	J.	Crüger

10.	On	those	that	rule	our	country
O	show’r	Thy	blessings	down,
And	in	Thy	loving-kindness
Adorn	as	with	a	crown
With	piety	our	youth,
With	godliness	our	nation,
That	all,	to	gain	salvation,
May	know	Thy	heav’nly	truth.

11.	With	holy	zeal	then	fill	us,
To	keep	the	faith	still	pure;
And	bless	our	lands	and	houses
With	wealth	that	may	endure;
The	evil	Foe	make	flee,
Who	e’er	against	Thee	striveth;
From	out	our	heart	he	driveth
Whate’er	delighteth	Thee.

12.	Grant	steadfastness	and	courage,
That	bravely	we	contend
Against	the	wiles	of	Satan;
O	Lord,	Thy	flock	defend!
Help	us	to	battle	well,
To	triumph	o’er	the	Devil,
To	overcome	the	evil
And	all	the	pow’rs	of	hell.

13.	Our	path	in	all	things	order
According	to	Thy	mind,
And	when	this	life	is	over
And	all	must	be	resigned,
O	grant	us	then	to	die
With	calm	and	fearless	spirit
And	after	death	inherit
Eternal	life	on	high.

6.	Thy	gift	is	joy,	O	Spirit,
Thou	wouldst	not	have	us	pine;
In	darkest	hours	Thy	comfort
Doth	ever	brightly	shine.
And,	O	how	oft	Thy	voice
Hath	shed	its	sweetness	o'er	me
And	opened	heaven	before	me
And	bid	my	heart	rejoice!

7.	All	love	is	Thine,	O	Spirit;
Thou	hatest	enmity;
Thou	lovest	peace	and	friendship,
All	strife	wouldst	have	us	flee;
Where	wrath	and	discord	reign,
Thy	whisper	kindly	pleadeth
And	to	the	heart	that	heedeth
Brings	love	and	light	again.

8.	The	whole	wide	world,	O	Spirit,
Upon	Thy	hands	doth	rest;
Our	wayward	hearts	Thou	turnest
As	it	may	seem	Thee	best;
Once	more	Thy	pow’r	make	known,
As	Thou	hast	done	so	often,
Convert	the	wicked,	soften
Thou	all	the	hearts	of	stone.

9.	O	Holy	Spirit,	hear	us
And	make	our	sorrow	cease,
Thy	scattered	flock	restoring
To	union,	joy,	and	peace;
Let	flourish	as	before
The	lands	by	men	forsaken,
The	churches	spoiled	and	shaken
By	ruthless	fire	and	war.



 

 

God—Father,	Son,	and	Spirit,	One
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ELS member Michael Madson (b. 1962) authored this hymn on the Sacraments after the fourth, fifth, and sixth chief parts of Luther’s 
Small Catechism. It is sung to the melody commonly associated with “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart.” 

 

Text:	Michael	Madson,	b.	1962
Tune:	Herzlich	lieb	hab	ich	dich,	o	Herr
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Edward Harland (1810-1890), a clergyman in the Church of England, wrote this hymn for missions to the Jews. It was included in the 
1913 Lutheran Hymnary, reflecting the concern of Norwegian Lutherans for the Jewish people. It is fittingly paired with the melody of 
Ambrose’s hymn, “Savior of the Nations, Come.” 

 

ELS worship committee: 
Rev. Peter Faugstad, chair 
Mr. John Baumann 
Rev. Mark DeGarmeaux 
Rev. Patrick Ernst 
Dr. Eric Harstad 
Rev. James Braun, advisory 
 
 

Text:	Edward	Harland,	st.	1,2,4,5;	stanza	3	is	added
Tune:	NUN	KOMM	DER	HEIDEN	HEILAND

Lord,	Thine	Ancient	People	See
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