





River. We hope to highlight these three items over the
course of the year on the museumss facebook page - stay
tuned!

The Christmas hymn singing also had an unusual twist.
All of the hymns were sung out of the 1913 Lutheran
Hymnary. Guests had fun singing hymns with different
or long forgotten translations and tunes. Special thanks
goes to the members of the Bethany Lutheran College
choirs who led the singing.

If you still want to see our unusual items in person,

most of them will either be in their regular spots in the
permanent exhibits or in a special temporary display. We
invite you to come and see them soon. Guests at the open
house were also encouraged to ask about artifacts they
found that seemed unique to them that weren't part of
the special displays. It looks like we may be revisiting this
type of topic in the future. I you visit the museum and
see something you want more information about, let us
know and we'll consider including it in the next round.

FroMm THE EDITOR

The chief article in this issue is “The Story of Pastor
A.V. Kuster” This was told by his son, the Rev.

Dr. Thomas Kuster, at the Bjarne Wollan Teigen
Reformation Lectures at Bethany Lutheran College
and Seminary in Mankato, Minnesota, on November
1, 2024. The theme of the Reformation Lectures
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The ELS Historical Society depends on the membership/subscription fee to fund our
projects and produce Oak Leaves. Even without the annual meeting our work still goes
on. If you pay your membership annually, you may send your check to

ELS Historical Society
6 Browns Ct.
Mankato, MN 56001.

was “The Fiftieth Anniversary of Seminex” from the
perspective of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
(LCMS), the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).
(You can find links to listen to these lectures on
YouTube at the Reformation Lectures page of Bethany
Lutheran College. https://blc.edu/campus-life/
annual-events/reformation-lectures/). Rev. Kuster’s
experiences are pertinent to that time period.

I was privileged to know Rev. Kuster, since my first
call was to Madison, Wisconsin in 1978. I got to
know him at pastors’ meetings and as a neighbor and
friendly counselor to a young pastor. I would also
note that Rev. Kuster was on the Board for Missions
from 1965 to 1971. He was on the board that made
the decision to begin the mission work in Peru which
began in 1968. His son, Theodore, was the first
called missionary to that field. [ was called to join
the work of this mission in 1982. Missionary Kuster
encouraged me to accept that call. But by that time
he had moved on to other things. Thank you to Dr.
Thomas for contributing this knowledge about his
father and to Rev. Craig Ferkenstad for forwarding
this article to the editor of the Oak Leaves,

This issue also contains an article about an ELS
congregation that has completed 150 years of history,
First Lutheran Church of Suttons Bay, Michigan.
Thank you to the current pastor, Colin Anderson, for
contributing this article.

The Acorn was found in the archives by archivist Ted
Gullixson

Please plan on attending the annual suminer event
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Historical Society.
It takes place in the evening of Synod Sunday, June
15, on the campus of Bethany Lutheran College. The
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{Continued from page 1)

it

theme looks to be very interesting, “The First Decade
of ELS Growth.” This will cover the early years of the
synod after its re-organization in 1918.

Thank you for reading the Oak Leaves. If you arer’t
a member of the ELS Historical Society and don't
receive Oak Leaves regularly, please subscribe by
sending in the application on the back.

Editor Timothy Erickson.

(Continued from page 1)
using mass media to reach out with the gospel.

My dad, A. V. Kuster, graduated from the St. Louis
seminary in 1935. There he began long acquaintances
with the Norwegian Synod. He knew many of them
on the list provided earlier by President Obenberger.
Bjarne W. Teigen was in his graduating class, and in
the graduation yearbook his picture appears right
next to “Milton E. Twite” (sic). Those were admired
and lifelong relationships. There was correspondence
between him and these Norwegian men throughout
his career. Even before that when he was at St John's
College in Winfield, Kansas, his debate partner was
Clarence “Doc” Hansen (I mention names because
some of the old-timers might know these men} and he
was a Norwegian. His best man, at my Dad’s wedding,
was Karl] Rush who married Emma Anderson; a sister
of the Andersons after whom our residence hall is
named. His acquaintance with the Norwegians went
way back, and it was always an admiring one.

Upon graduation from the seminary, my dad had
already noticed the trends. He almost immediately
began engaging in this struggle. At first it was tentative
because his first calls were to mission congregations—

first in Canada, were my brother Ted and I were
born and then to a small town in Towa, all under

the mission board, and he felt vulnerable working
under the mission board and carrying out this
struggle. In 1944, he was eager to take his call to a
two-congregation parish in northern Indiana. That
not only got him out of mission status but closer

to Chicago which became a center of conservative
activity. He became active in what was called the
Chicago Study Club with names like Romoser, and
A. T. Kretzmann who I think spent his last years as a
member of our synod. He was active on the editorial
staff of The Confessional Lutheran, a conservative
counterpart publication of The American Lutheran,
of which we heard something yesterday. In fact, my
Ph.D. dissertation at the University of Wisconsin
examined the discourse of these two publications
over a couple of decades as they, in their view at least,
fought over the soul of the Missouri Synod.

In the late “40s and early ‘50s, my dad made frequent,
actually weekly trips, to Chicago. I say “we” because
I went along frequently. Like many families, the kids
needed dental work—teeth, straightened. The ouly
way my dad could figure ont how to afford that, was
to take us to a dental school in Chicago. Hed drop us
off at the dental school. While the students practiced
on us, hed run down to Qak Park, or wherever it
was, to hob-knob with his confessional Lutheran
compatriots down there. Those were weekly trips for
many years.

My mother was Leona Warnke Kuster. Like many
wives whose pastor hnsbands struggled to make ends
meet while raising their kids — and fixing their teeth —
along with organ playing, Sunday School organizing,
Christmas pageants and such, she went to work

first as onr small town’s public librarian, then as a
public school teacher of German. There she not only
helped pay our family bills, but found great personal
tulfillment.

One of my dad’s congregations was more supportive
of his struggles against synodical trends than the
other. I recall as a preteen family member, realizing
somehow that when my dad went to a voters’ meeting




of his congregation, to which a synod official had
been invited, he might not come home with a job. It
was a realistic fear because our neighbor pastor, a few
miles to the south (his name was Paul Koch), was also
a conservative. He made a tactical error at the 1950
Missouri Synod convention in Milwaukee, when he
went onto the synod floor and raised some specific
direct accusations against synodical officials. It caused
an uproar, He was severely censured for his procedure.
The whole episode was considered a black eye to the
conservative movement in the Missouri Synod at that
point. He lost his'congregation. It split. He felt an
obligation to remain with a remnant. I recall visiting
him at a time when he was physically laying bricks;
building his new church with his own hands. His son
became a physician. His name was also Paul and is a
member of the ELS and I think a frequent delegate to
our convention.

My dad continued his work through the turmoil of
the *50s Hving under the tension of this threat which
our whole family felt. He sent his kids off to school.
My sister Ruthann and my brother Ted came here to
Bethany, and I went to Northwestern in Watertown
[WELS]. T was there for six years from 1955-1961.
Those were the turmoil years, weren'’t they? I felt

no turmoil at Northwestern prep and college. 1 felt
kind-of sheltered there. I suspect it was a deliberate
decision by the faculty to keep us that way. There
were no campus-wide briefings on inter-synodical
relations. I recall no classroom discussions of it that
anyone brought up. But we weren’t oblivious. One of
our classmates left in my senior year, 1960-61. But
to us the tragedy of that was that he was the starting

quarterback on the football team. He went to the CLC.

I do remember learning a new word, “abeyance.” The
Wisconsin Synod did not want to say they were in
fellowship. They didn’t want to say they were breaking
fellowship. And so some genius, I think, came up with
the phrase, were “holding fellowship in abeyance”

I thought that was wonderful. Two of our favorite
professors on the campus made the “villains” list that
was reported to us in a conference presentation the
day before. Everybody wanted to take Greek from
Richard Jungkuntz and Ralph Gehrke, who I think by
consensus along with Dr. Elmer Kiessling were among
the best teachers on the campus. I think those two

left shortly after President Kowalke was replaced by
President Toppe.

Finally in 1961, my dad got a call from Our Saviour’s
Lutheran congregation in Madison, Wisconsin, an ELS
church. My sister Ruthann, at the time, was a student
here at Bethany and her roommate happened to be

a young woman from Qur Saviour’s congregation in
Madison. Her name was Judy Maginnis. Our Saviour’s
was looking for a pastor and Judy learned from my
sister about her father’s sitnation down in Indiana. She
went back to Madison and talked to one of the elders
and said there’s a Missouri Synod pastor down in
Indiana who 1night be ready to leave the fight; check
him out. They actually sent an elder down to listen to
him preach. It must have been a good report because
he got that call. I guess that’s how the Holy Spirit
works. It’s also how God the Father works because that
young lady Judy Maginnis is my wife of fifty-seven
years. So that’s how God the Father takes care of us as
well.

He didn't take that call immediately. He sent a letter
to his more supportive congregation, and said that if
you agree to leave the Missourj Synod with me, I will
stay and continue to serve you. They were the smaller
congregation in a two-congregation parish and could
not afford to maintain a pastor on their own, so they
declined. That's how A.V. Kuster became a member of
the ELS.

When he did that, I always admired and was amazed
at how when he made that switch, he pretty much left
the theology wars behind. Something that had been so
consuming and really central to his identity as a pastor
for so many years was just kind-of turned off like a
light switch. Instead, when he entered the ELS, it was a
renewal for him. He focused his energies, which were
considerable, on foreign missions. I might say he did
that with the help and assistance of his good secretary
and parish worker Charlotte Edwards (whose
daughter, Cheryl Heiliger, is here with us today). He
helped the ELS launch their Peru mission.

All his papers from those years—twenty years in the
Missouri Synod and all those struggles— are in the
Concordia Historical Institute. I shipped them down
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ring out each Sunday and the community of Suttons
Bay, M1 still has a congregation of Confessional
Lutheran’s clinging to the One Thing Needful.

100 YEARS AGO - 1925

he 1925 Convention of the Norwegian Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church (which later was
renamed the Evangelical Lutheran Synod) was held
at Nicollet Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(later named Norseland Lutheran Church) near St.
Peter, MN, 11 to 17 of June 1925

The President of the synod was George Albert
Gullixson. He gave the following address which
was translated by J. Herbert Larson in 2004. The
1925 Convention of the Norwegian Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church (which later was
renamed the Evangelical Lutheran Synod) was held
at Nicollet Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(later namned Norseland Lutheran Church) near St.
Peter, MN, 11 to 17 of June 1925

The President of the synod was George Alhert
Gullixson. He gave the following address which was
translated by J. Herbert Larson in 2004

Presidential Address 1925

Esteemed brothers in the ministry and brethren in the
faith!

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ!

Qur chief task when we assemble again at a synod
meeting is to be to defend and uphold purity and

unity in the teaching and proclaiming of the Word
of God according to the apostolic model and the
example of the Lutheran fathers.

When “the first synod meeting” met in Jerusalem

we see from Acts 15:6 and Galatians 2 that the

chief topic for the discussions was purity and unity
of doctrine. The apostles and elders exercised ail
diligence to prove that the correct teaching of the
Word of God was proclaimed and confessed in all the
congregations.

They discussed doctrine. They wrote precise
formulations of doctrine in the meeting and sent
them with men chosen there, to the congregations
far away in Asia Minor in order to secure the
congregations against errors in doctrine. They
listened to the apostle Paul’s preaching and only after
having heard him did they extend to him the hand of
fellowship. Luther, the father of our church, has also
expressed himself about the proper purpose of synod
meetings when he writes about the councils (the
synod meetings of that time): “that learned and God-
fearing men, both clergy and laymen, come together
in order to subscribe to the correct and pure doctrine
and in order to work toward the church being swept
and cleansed froin new errors and heresy” He also
says in another place: “A council has nothing new

to set forth, either in faith or good works; but it is to
assert the old faith and the old good works, according
to Scripture”

The old faith and the old good works according to
Scripture. This is our program. This is what the
Norwegian Synod has wanted and still wants!

Agreement on this program with a common desire
to preserve it, and a cominon fear of losing it, have
gathered us into a church body. God has given us this
desire. This fear is a fruit of faith — the fruit of sons
and daughters of God. What is it which has brought
us the rich blessing and the great joy which we have
enjoyed in these years in spite of our loss, except

the fact that we have been able to work with a clear
conscience, with glad expectations and with certainty
of faith about salvation and eternal blessedness in the
clear light of God’s Word?




If we want to preserve this blessing of God for
ourselves and our children then our aim and main
object must be to stand under the warm rays of the
spring sun which God has given us in His Word.

We do that when we inquire into it, search the
Scriptures and bring to light its answer to all the
puzzles of life and all the important problems which
press hard upon us in our church life as well as in our
personal lives,

We are to ask God for His holy enlightenment in
this because herein is to be found the proper key to
progress in our personal as well as in our personal
Christian lives.

We can say that we are beginners. Even though our
church body springs from a work of many vears, it
now has, in a special way, the responsibility for seeing
that everything is founded properly according to

the will of God. God has given us an opportunity to
do this. We are never to forget it. If we do not use it,
then no one can calculate what harm we cause. How
important it is therefore that we hold to the Word of
God. In Isaiah 8:20.21 it says: “To the law and to the
testimony: if they do not speak according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them. And they shall
pass through it, hardly pressed and hungry”

If we want to secure the dawn for our people —
therefore, the awakening, refreshing, life-giving
spiritual morning sun — then we must hasten to the
Word and to the testimony. The Word of God is the
testimony of God. People who seek it elsewhere have
no morning sun,

That’s why we want to let doctrinal discussions always
occupy the most important place during our synod
meetings. We also have encouragement for this from
the exainple of our faithful fathers.

The purpose of this is to work so that the light of the
Word of God might shine even more clearly wherever
our church body works, and comes to work.

Dr. Koren writes about this in the meaty article:
“What the Norwegian Synod Has Wanted and Stifl

Wants™:

Our heart’s desire is to preserve the old doctrine in
which our fathers found their peace, for we have
learned to see that this doctrine and this alone is
founded on God’s Word. We therefore wish very
much to awaken in our people zeal to preserve their
glorious heritage. We do not want to make them
fanatical, but we do very much want to help them to
become “grounded and settled,” so that they do not
let themselves be “moved away from the hope of the
Gospel” (Co. 3:23}, but will be “steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord” (1 Co.
15:58). From all directions, also from our dear
fatherland, come reports of falling away from the old
faith and of bitter attacks upon the Biblical truths.

If we are to be enabled to retain them, we must in the
first place let it become a matter of holy earnestness
to preserve God’s word pure and unadulterated as the
only clear light in this world’s darkness, and we must
be willing to endure being scoffed at and mocked
because of this firm adherence to the word. Further-
more, we must let it become a matter of just as great
concern to lead holy lives according to the Word of
God. If we fail to do this, then God Himself has said:
“The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof”
(Matt. 21:43). This we will try to remember every time
we pray the Lord’s Prayer. [Faith of Our Fathers, p.
112.]

With this same goal in mind, we want this year to
discuss an essay by the synod’s oldest active pastor,
Pastor B. Harstad, on the theme: “Judgment Day and
the Signs Preceding It”

Just as we always want by God’s grace upon our
synod meetings to apply ourselves to striving after
maintaining the pure doctrine over to-ward the errors
and departures in our time both through theses and
anti-theses, discussions and resolutions, so do we,
however, want to remember that God demands of us
that the proper fruits of the pure doctrine (the true
faith) — namely the old, good works according to
Scripture — are not to be omitted.
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True Christianity does indeed consist in faith and
love. Jesus says: “If you continue in my word, then
are you my disciples indeed” (Jo. 8:31). To continue
in the Word of Christ means that we let it be the rule
and guide both for our faith and our life. If we are

His disciples indeed, then we will, by God’s grace, be
zealous about being His kinsmen and being known as
His children who love everything which Christ loves
and who oppose everything which is opposed to Him.

If we continue in Christ’s word — let His Word

dwell among us richly, then we will be known for

a Christian behavior, a Christian character, for
steadfastness and determination in our life’s principles
which will be grounded in love to God and men.

One who continues in Christ’s Word and lets His
Word dwell in his heart will receive grace to stand

in all trials and temptations. When the world entices
to sin he will receive grace and wisdom to say with
Joseph: “How then can I do this great wickedness, and
sin against God?” {Ge. 39:9). He will learn of Jesus,
knowing that Satan must still yield to a word of God.

To the Word and to the testimony! says the Lord to

us in our Christian conflict. He who does it will have
his eyes opened to temptations and dangers and will
receive grace and wisdom to judge rightly and to act
rightly in love. Here, he will receive grace to shun
leaning toward both sides when it comes to confessing
Christ’s love in deed as well as in word.

For example: The person who believes that the blood
of Jesus Christ the Son of God cleanses from all sin
will never think of letting himself be enticed to follow
along with the so-called Christian Science which
denies Christ’s death for the sin of the world and scoffs
at the doctrine that the blood of Jesus which flowed
from His wounds on the tree of the cross, cleanses
from all sin. He will flee from all such blasphemy.
Whoever really believes Jesus’ word: “You shall
worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you
serve” (Mt. 4:10), will never let himself be induced

to follow the papists in their abominable worship of
Mary and the saints.

Whoever really and truly believes the Second Article
in our confess-ion of faith, that Jesus Christ, Son

of God and son of Mary, died on the cross for all

the world’s sin and rose on the third day for our
justification, will never silently tolerate that a pastor,
who in speech and writing has denied this article of
faith, be elevated to the office of bishop and continue
as such an overseer in the church, in peace and quiet.

[Here ends the first half of this presidential address.]
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5 ACORNS

FROM THE E1.S ARCHIVES

Theodore G. Gullixson - Archivist

"

How 10 GETTOo BosToN

A letter from Rev. George Lillegard, pastor in Newton, Mass. writing to
Pres. Norman A. Madson about coming to Boston for a “visitas,” Mission
Festival, and information about the Jubiltee Offering. These are directions
on how to arrive by traip.

Oct. 13th, 1942
Dear N.A.M.

I am just just mailing out our Bulletin—our main, if
not sole, advertising medium, and am announcing
Mission Festival, your arrival, etc. in that number.

It will be up to you to decide whether you want to
come early in the week or late in the week, and to
leave early in the week or late. In other words, spend
as much time here before and after Nov. 29th as your
schedule will permit.

As for trains—the best train to take is The New
England States Express. That has through Luxury
Coaches, that I have found about as good to sleep in
as a sleeper. However, if you want to take a sleeper
and want to economize at the same time, as I do,
buy your coach ticket and then take a sleeper just
for the night, say from Toledo to Albany. You will
have to get an Eastern Clergy Permit—address the
Eastern Clergy Bureau, 143 Liberty St., New York
for application blank, etc. Your half fare applies only
to “First Class” tickets, which means you can take
a sleeper without paying extra fare,—only the birth
price, and you save 1/2 cent per mile as compared
with coacb fare. Return trip rates do not apply on
Clergy permits. If you are satisfied to travel by coach
all the way, perhaps it would not pay you to buy the
Eastern Clergy permit for this one trip. There is no
reduction in fares at all in New England. —I just
called up to inquire about return trip rates and learn
that you save, if anything, more on the return trip

rate than on the Clergy permit, if you travel by coach
all the way. But let me emphasize that, if you want

to take the sleeper, it will be a goodly saving to get a
Clergy permit.

Buy your ticket, not to Boston, but to Newtonville.
That station is right near our home and you save two
bits by getting off there. The New England States
Express leaves Chicago, LaSalle St. Station at 2:30
P.M., according to my June timetable, and arrives
here the next morning at 10:30. If you want to make
sure of a seat, be there early. You can reserve coach
seats in advance on The Pacemaker, which leaves

at 2:15 P.M.; but then you have to change trains at
Albany (to the N.E. States Express), as the Pacemaker
goes to New York. Travel in the middle of the week,
if possible, both ways. Make reservations a good
time in advance, if you go on the Pacemaker or by
sleeper. I suppose 1 should also mention that the
trains referred to are New York Central line. All this
is information that could have waited a month, but it
happens that [ am leaving town for a few weeks—Fll
be back for Sundays—on some “war work’, so I am
getting as many things off my mind now as possible.

With best greetings from us all,

Geo. O. Lillegard
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