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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to our Heritage of Hymns program. Tonight we will hear and sing music from our early Lutheran 

heritage and commemorate Martin Luther’s friend and co-worker, Johann Walter, who published the Babst 
hymnbook in several editions. Martin Luther wrote a preface for this hymnbook, which you see below. The Lu-
theran hymnologist Carl Schalk used the Babst hymnbook as a guide when evaluating Lutheran hymnbooks in 
America. We also commemorate the musician Michael Praetorius who influenced several generations of early 
Lutheran composers. 

These hymns pre-date some of our most familiar hymnwriters such a Paul Gerhardt and Thomas Kingo. Many 
of these hymns are not in current use among Lutherans, but they are a reflection of that early work and it is good 
for us to re-visit them at times.  

Suspend your notions of major and minor keys, and savor the modal sounds of the Renaissance. Enjoy the 
various rhythms used. In a lot of music from that time, the melody was sung by the tenor voice, but it was through 
the influence of early Lutheran composers such as Lukas Osiander that the melody was moved to the soprano as we 
usually hear it in hymns today. In the very early days, hymns were most likely sung unaccompanied.  

Many of these hymns are called Leisen in German because they end with Kyrieleis, a shortened form of Kyrie 
eleison (Lord, have mercy). Be prepared to sing Ky-rie-lei-son as four syllables.  

There will be settings by some very early Lutheran composers. Many of the organ settings are very useable for 
the amateur church organist.  

Thank you for coming this evening and thank you to all the musicians who are participating.  
 

Luther’s Preface to the Babst Hymnbook 
The 96th Psalm says, “Sing to the Lord a new song. Sing to the Lord all the earth.” For in the Old 
Covenant under the law of Moses, divine service was tedious and tiresome as the people had to 
offer so many and varied sacrifices of all they possessed, both in house and field. And since they 
were restive and selfish, they performed this service unwillingly or only for the sake of temporal 
gain. As the prophet Malachi asks in the first chapter, ‘Who is there even among you that would 
shut the doors for naught or kindle a light on my altar for nothing?” Now with a heart as lazy and 
unwilling as this, nothing or nothing good can be sung. Heart and mind must be cheerful and willing 
if one is to sing. Therefore, God abrogated the service that was rendered so indolently and reluc-
tantly, as he in the same place continues: “I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I 
will not accept an offering from your hand. For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is 
great among the nations, and in every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure offering: for 
my name is great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts” Thus there is now in the New Testa-
ment a better service of God, of which the Psalm [96:1] here says: “Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Sing to the Lord all the earth.” For God has cheered our hearts and minds through his dear Son, 
whom He gave for us to redeem us from sin, death, and the devil. He who believes this earnestly 
cannot be quiet about it. But he must gladly and willingly sing and speak about it so that others 
may come and hear it. And whoever does not want to sing and speak of it shows that he does not 
believe and that he does not belong under the new and joyful testament, but under the old, lazy, and 
tedious testament.” (Luther’s Works: American Edition 53:332-334 WA 35:476) 

 
Thanks 

Welcome: Peter Faugstad 
Organists: John Baumann, Patrick Ernst, Robert Lawson 
Brass: Andrew Burmeister, Benjamin Faugstad, Jeffery Hendrix 
Strings: Madeline Halvorson, Eric Harstad, Michael Harting, Alyssa Inniger, Adriana Kleinschmidt 
Soprano: Greta Bloedel, Rebecca DeGarmeaux, Arika Kleinschmidt, Vianna Kovaciny, Kathryn Matzke 
Alto: Kayelynn Lawson, Leanna Matzke, Emeline Ring, Catharine Soule, Carol Webber 
Tenor: Hans Bloedel, Patrick Ernst, Andrew Soule, Paul Webber 
Bass: John Baumann, Michael Dale, Peter Estrem, Paul Gullixson, Rob Lawson, Alex Ring, Zachary 
Wessel  
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TEN COMMANDMENTS — FIRST TABLE 
Wilt Thou, O Man, Live Happily — Mensch, willt du leben seliglich (also in Walter 1525) 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/luther-the-hymns-of-martin-luther/simple#lf0225_label_066 

Text: Martin Luther. Translation by Richard Massie, adapted. Melody 1525.  
 
Prelude: Strings (choral setting by J. Walter, 1496-1570) 
1. Choir with strings 
2. Tenor solo with strings 
*3. Please stand — Congregation, organ, brass (setting by Johann Hermann Schein, 1586-1630) 
*4. All 
*5. All (please be seated afterwards) 

 
  

Wilt Thou, O Man, live happily
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TEN COMMANDMENTS — SECOND TABLE 
If God will not the building bless — Wo Gott zum Haus 

Text: Johann Kolross. Translation: stanzas 1-4 © 2009 Matthew Carver. Used with permission. St. 5, Matthias Loy, 1880, alt. 
http://matthaeusglyptes.blogspot.com/2015/08/wo-gott-zum-haus-nicht-gibt-sein-gunst.html 

 
Prelude: Organ (setting by J. Pachelbel, 1653-1706)  
1-2. Congregation  
3. Choir  
4-5. Congregation 

 
 

  

 
 

WO GOTT ZUM HAUS
J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, Wittenberg, 1535

L M
If God will not the building bless

Wo Gott zum Haus
Translation: stanzas 1-4 © 2009 Matthew Carver. 
Used with permission. St. 5, Matthias Loy, 1880, alt.
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CREED — FIRST ARTICLE 
In One True God I Trust Alone — In Gott gelaub ich dass er hat 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1524. Translation © 2011, 2017 Matthew Carver. Used with permission.  
This hymn and tune were in the first Lutheran hymnbook, 1524. Later editions used other tunes.  

http://matthaeusglyptes.blogspot.com/2017/08/in-gott-gelaub-ich-da-er-hat.html 

 
1. Tenor Solo, organ, recorder 
2. Choir men 
8. Congregation 
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In One True God I Trust Alone

© Translation Matthew Carver
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CREED — SECOND ARTICLE 
Jesus Christ, our Blessed Savior, Who Hath Death Triumphed O’er—  

Jesus Christus unser Heiland, der den Tod überwand 
https://www.lutheranchoralebook.com/wp-content/uploads/Jesus-Christ-Our-Blessed-Savior-Who-Hath-Death.pdf 

Text: Martin Luther. Translation: composite. Tune: Klug’s Gesangbuch, 1535 
 
Prelude: Organ (setting from Görlitzer Tabulaturbuch, Samuel Scheidt, 1587-1654) 
*Congregation stands and sings 1-3 

  

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior, Who Hath Death 
Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, der den Tod 
Martin Luther, 1524 
Tr. composite 

8.6. 5.7. (7.6.)  Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, der den Tod 
Klugsche Gesangbuch, 1535 

www.lutheranchoralebook.com
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CREED — THIRD ARTICLE 
Dear Is to Me, the Holy Maid — Sie ist mir lieb, die werte Magd 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/luther-the-hymns-of-martin-luther/simple#lf0225_label_066 

A song concerning the Holy Christian Church—Revelation 12: 1–6. 
Text: Martin Luther. Translation, composite, based on Richard Massie and lutheranchoralebook.com.  

 
Prelude: Strings (setting by M. Praetorius, 1610) 
1-2. Choir  
3. Congregation  

 
  

Michael Praetorius, 1610Sie ist mir lieb, die werte Magd
Dear Is to Me, the Holy Maid
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Kyrie, God Father in Heav’n Above — Kyrie, Gott Vater 

Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord — Verleih uns Frieden, gnädiglich 
These hymns are not directly based on the Lord’s Prayer, but reflect similar thoughts in their petitions. 

 
*All stand and sing ELH 34 and ELH 584 (please be seated afterwards) 

 
HOLY BAPTISM 

To Jordan Came our Lord the Christ — Christ, unser Herr zum Jordan kam 
 
Prelude: Organ (setting by F. W. Zachow, 1663-1712) 
All sing ELH 247: 1–2 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

By Adam’s Fall All Mankind Fell — Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt 
This hymn is quoted in the Lutheran Confessions.  

 
Prelude: Strings (setting by J. C. Bach, 1642-1703) 
All sing ELH 430: 1–2 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
O Lord, We Praise Thee — Lauda Sion — Gott sei gelobet und gebenedeiet 

 
Prelude: Organ and brass (setting by J. C. Bach, 1642-1703)  
*All stand and sing ELH 327: 1 (please remain standing for the whole hymn) 
 

Choir: (selected verses, ELH 321) 
Lauda Sion Salvatorem 
Lauda ducem et pastorem 
In hymnis et canticis. 
Zion, to thy Savior singing, 
To thy prince and shepherd bringing 
Sweetest hymns of love and praise. 

2. Of all wonders that can thrill thee, 
And with adoration fill thee, 
What than this can greater be, 
That Himself to thee He giveth? 
He that eateth ever liveth, 
For the Bread of Life is He. 
 

All sing ELH 327: 2 
 

Choir:  
4-5. Here the King hath spread His table 
Whereon eyes of faith are able 
Christ our Passover to trace: 
So the paschal lamb was given, 
So the manna came from heaven, 
Isaac was His type indeed. 

 
6. O Good Shepherd, Bread life-giving, 
Us, Thy grace and life receiving, 
Feed and shelter evermore; 
Thou on earth our weakness guiding, 
We in heav'n with Thee abiding 
With all saints will Thee adore. 

 
All sing ELH 327: 3 (please be seated afterwards) 
 

BENEDICTION 
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart  — Mit Fried und Freud ich fahr dahin 

https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/luther-the-hymns-of-martin-luther/simple#lf0225_label_066 

 
ELH 48 — Choir will sing 1 and 3 (Praetorius setting). Congregation will sing 2 and 4.  


