


THE THIRTY-THIRD REGULAR CONVENTION 

of The Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Bethany Lutheran Colleg·e, Mankato, Minnesota 

June 11th to 16th, 1950. 

The thi1·ty-thinl regular convent'ion of the Norwegian Synod 
opened at Bethany Lutheran !Jollege, Mankato, Minn., Sunday, ;June 
llth 10::30 A.M. with the customary "Synod Sunday" festival serv­
ices. The Rev. T. N. 'l'eigen of Sioux I<'alls, S. Dale, preached at the 
l<Jnglish Serviees in the College Chapel, basing his sermon on Heh. 
11, 1-6a, showing what the Christian answers are to such great 
questions as: 1) vVhenee are all things? 2) How does a man "get 
right" with God? 3) How can a man walk with God? 4) "If a man 
die, shall he live again?'' \Vith these questions answered, we will 
he ready for whatever tasks the Lord gives us to do in home, State 
and Church. Miss Barbara Ylvisaker served as organist. 'l'he Beth­
any Girls' Choir sang· "Now thank we all om· God," under the di­
l'ection of Ml'. ,John IJatt. 

'1'he Rev . • T. A. Peterson of Mankato, Minn., preached at the Nor-­
wegian Services in Nit. Olive Lutheran Church at the same hour, 
10:30 A. NI., with Dean N. A. Madson serving as liturgist and Miss 
Elizabeth Lillegard as organist. Rev. Peterson preached on the 
Gospel for the day, Luke 16, 19-31, pointing to the words: '' 'l'hey 
have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them" as the central 
words in the text, which we today, too, should take to heart. 'l'he 
rich man found himself in hell not because he was rich, but because 
he had despised the Vl ord of God. Lazarus came to the bliss of 
heaven, not because he was poor, but because he had learned, 
through his trials, to look up to God for help, as his name indicates. 
So we must use the Word which God has given us to teach us the 
way of salvation, and beware of neglecting· and despising it. At the 
close of the services, the Synod-wide offering for Bethany College 
was received. 

In the afternoon, the Bethany College Choir rendered two o£ 
J. S. Bach's beautiful Cantatas, "Bide With Us" and "God's Time 
is Best,'' under the able direction of Prof. A. Fremder. Miss Kath­
ryn Silber and Miss Alice JJillegard served as accompanists. Rev. 
Chr. Anderson spoke on the Centennial of the Norwegian Synod in 
1953, calling attention to the blessings we had inherited from our 
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fathers and urging that we observe the Centennial in a worthy 
manner, both by liberal contributions to the Centennial Fund and 
by studying and using the treasures we have received in the pure 
word and sacraments. 

At the close of this program, Dean N. A. :Madson called atten­
tion to the fact that Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker had served as President of 
B. L. C. for 20 years, and announced the program that followed. 
Rev. Geo. 0. Lillegard of Boston, Mass., spoke, on the basis of 1 Cor. 
4, 1-5, on what it meant to be a faithful steward of the 1i1ysteries 
of God. Rev. H. A. Theiste presented a book of greetings and mes­
sages from the congregations of the Synod, as well as from the 
President of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the President 
of Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., and the President 
of the Minnesota District of the Missouri Synod. Then Rev. S. E. 
Lee presented a gift, collected in the congregations of the Synod, 
to Dr. and Mrs. Ylvisaker. Dr. Ylvisaker responded, thanking the 
members of the Synod for their good wishes and gifts, and for their 
forbearance with him in the years they had worked together with 
him for the cause of Bethany Lutheran College. After the program, 
a substantial supper was served to the hundreds of guests by the 
College. 

At the close of the services in the morning, Pres. A. M. Harstad 
appointed the following as a 'l'emporary Credentials Committee: 
Pastors Erling Ylvisaker, Alf Merseth and vValter Gullixson; Dele­
gates 1\ft·. Adolph ,Jungemann of Sioux }:;'alls, S. D., Mr. Paul Staff 
of St. Paul's Church, Chicago, and Mr. Ralph Sorenson of By gland 
Chureh, l<'islwr, Minn. 

'!'he first regular session of the Synod opened Monday, June 12, 
at ~l a.m. with devotional exercises conducted by Prof. J\1. Galstad. 
'l'he Secretary called the roll of standing voting members of the 
Synod. 37 pastors were present, one more arriving later. Then the 
roll cif standing, non-voting· members was called. 13 were present, 
one more arriving later. The Temporary Credentials Committee re­
ported that 34 delegates from 27 congregations (22 calls) had been 
eertified to seats in the convention. President A. M. Harstad then 
declared the convention to be in legal session, in the name of the 
Triune God. 19 more delegates arrived later, bringing the total 
number to 53 delegates from 36 congregations (26 calls.) 



PASTORS PRESEN'l' ELIGIBLE TO VOTE 

Thea. Aaberg, Julian Anderson, R. Branstad, H. L. Bremer, M. 0. 
Dale, S. Dorr, G. Guldberg, A. Gullerud, C. M. Gullerud, G. A. R. Gullixson, 
Walther Gullixson, LeVine Hagen, C. Hanson, A. M. Harstad, N. B. Har­
stad, Neil Hilton, Iver Johnson, Leigh Jordahl, U. L. Larsen, S. E. Lee, 
Geo. 0. Lillegard, J. B. Madson, A. Merseth, N. C. Oesleby, M. H. Otto, 
Joseph Peterson, D. L. Pfeiffer, H. A. Preus, Grant Quill, T. N. Teigen, 
H. A. Theiste, M. Tweit, E. Unseth, J. B. Unseth, Luther Vangen, F. R. 
Weyland, Erling Ylvisaker, Paul Ylvisaker. Total 38. 

STANDING MEMBERS PRESENT, NOT ELIGIBLE TO VOTE 

Rev. Chr. Anderson, Prof. C. U. Faye, Prof. A. Fremder, Prof. M. 
Galstad, Prof. N. S. Holte, Prof. R. E. Honsey, Dr. N. A. Madson, Rev. 
J. A. Petersen, Prof. J. A. 0. Preus, Rev. Rob. Preus, Prof B. W. Teigen, 
Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker, Prof. P. A. Zimmerman, Rev. H. Ingebritson. Total 14. 

ADVISORY MEMBERS OF THIS CONVENTION 

Rev. R. Heikkinen, Rev. E. Erickson, Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Rev. G. 
W. Fischer, Rev. M. Eibs, Rev. Arthur Kell, Rev. J. H. Jungemann, Cand. 
of Theol. J. Moldstad, Students of Theology Hugo Handberg, Paul Madson, 
Neil Jordahl, Mr. J. Fricke, Rev. A. G. Fehner, Rev. E. J. Marxhausen, 
Rev. Geo. Schweikert, Mr. Anton Sieverts, Rev. H. Zemke, Mr. Martin 
Teigen, Rev. Harold Wood, Rev. Paul G. Seltz, Rev. 0. Schupmann. 

PASTORS RECEIVED INTO MEMBERSHIP 

Thea. Aaberg Jr., Neil N. Hilton, Leigh Jordahl. 

CONGREGATION RECEIVED INTO MEMBERSHIP 

First Lutheran, Delhi, Minnesota. 

EXCUSED FOR NOT ATTENDING THE CONVENTION 

The Rev. Ahlert Strand, Chicago, Illinois, Delegate Martin Tjernagel, 
Story City, Iowa. 

EXCUSED FOR ABSENCE PART OF THE CONVENTION 

The Rev. L. K. Hagen, Mr. Cinton Klemetson, Mr. Arvi!d! Sundbom, 
Mr. Edwin E. Merseth, The Rev. Erling Ylvisaker, Mr. Clarence Olson, 
Mr. Arthur Jordahl, The Rev. E. Unseth, The Rev. J. B. Unseth, Prof. 'B. W. 
Teigen, Mr. Paul Staff, Mr. Arthur Schartel, Mr. Don Meier, Mr. Edwin 
C. Merseth. · · · 



REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT ELIGffiLE TO VOTE 

1. 'I'heo. Aaberg ............ 1. Scarville, Iowa 1. Clifford Dale 
2. Oscar Anderson 

2. Center, Iowa ........... . 4. Christ Bredeson 
3. Clarence Olson 

J. Anderson................ Minneapolis, Minn ... 

R. Branstad ____________ Eau Claire, Wis ....... Excused 
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Wisconsin 

Manitowoc, Wis ....... Excused 

3. S. Dorr ..................... .4. Tracy, Minnesota .... 6. Howard Schmidt 
John A. Johnson, 
Alternate 

7. Neal Blinkman 

4. G. Guldberg .............. 5. Forest City, Iowa ____ 8. George Orvick 
6. Thompson, Iowa ...... 9. Gordon Kloppen 

5. C. M. Gullerud ________ 7, Eagle Lake, Minn ... 10. Otto Rosenthal 
11. Albert Franke 

A. Gullerud 

8. Mankato, Minn. ________ 12. Chr. Anld!erson 
13. Justin Petersen 

West Paint Creek, 
Minnesota 

East Paint Creek, .... 
Iowa 

Excused 

Excused 

G. A. R. Gullixson __ W. Koshkonong, Wis. Excused 

6. W. C. Gullixson ........ 9. Parkland, Wash ....... 14. Iver Johnson 

7. L. K. Hagen Hawley, Minn. ________ Excused 
10. Audubon, Minn. ________ 15. E. F. Billing 

C. Hanson .............. .. 

A. Ha-rstad ----------------

Holton, Mich. 
Immanuel 

Holton, Mich .. 
Scandinavian 

Princeton, Minn. .. .... 

Excused 

Excused 

Excused 

8. N. B. Harstad .......... 11. Mayville, No. Dak ... 16. Harvin Hanson 

12. Byglan!d! ...................... 17. Herman Anderson 
18. Ralph Sorenson 

9. N. Hilton .................... 13. Suttons Bay, Mich ... 19. P. C. Forseth 

Grace, Elk Rapids, .. Excused 
Mich. 

10. I. Johnson ________________ 14, Lime Creek, Iowa .... 20. Martin Stene 

15. Lake Mills, Iowa ...... 21. John J. Nelson 
22. Oscar Anderson 
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11. J. H. Jungemann ...... 16. Oslo, S. D. . .. 23. Emil Hammer 

12. L Jordahl .................. 17. Belview, Minn ......... 24. Louis Haffenroth 

Rock Dell ................. . 

18. Delhi .......................... 24. Louis Hoffenrath 

U. L. Larsen Fosston, Minn .......... . 

Chester ..................... . 

Gran .......................... .. 

S. Lee ...................... .. Minneapolis, Minn. .. 

13. G. Lillegard .............. 19. Boston, Mass. . ......... 26. G. Lillegard, Jr. 

14. J. B. Madson ............ 20. Somber, Iowa ............ 27. Donald Meier 
28. Daniel Dahlby 

Lawrence Halverson, 
Alternate 

21. Northwood, Iowa ...... 29. A. T. Huso 

15. A. Merseth ................ 22. Fertile, Minn ............. 30. Otto Bolstad 

23. Ulen, Minn ................. 31. Clinton Klemetson 

16. N. Oesleby, ................ 24. Madison, Wis. .. ........ 32. Oscar Wilson 
33. Benjamin Torgerson 

17. M. Otto ...................... 25. Jerico, Iowa .............. 34. George N. Anderson 
35. Olaf 0. Knutson 

26. Saude, Iowa .............. 36. Oron Vaala 
37. Thomas Swenumson 

J. Petersen ............... . Pinehurst, Wis. . ...... . Excused 

18. D. L. Pfeiffer ............ 27. Cottonwood, Minn ... 39. David Rebers 

H. A. Preus ............... . Calmar, Iowa ........... . Excused 

19. G. Quill ...................... 28. Albert Lea, Minn ..... 40. Luther Hanson 

A. Strand ................ .. Chicago, Illinois ..... . Excused 

~0. T. N. Teigen ............... 29 .. Sioux Falls, S. D ..... 41. Adolph Jungemann 

21. H. A. Theiste ............ 30. Minneapolis, Minn. .. 42. William Overn 
43. Oscar Olson 

22. M. Tweit .................... 31. Nicollet, Minn. . ..... 44. Gust Annexstad 

23. E. Unseth .................. 32. Chicago, Illinois ..... .45. Paul Staff 
46. Arthur Schar tel 

24. J. B. Unseth .............. 33. Concordia, .................. 47. Edwin C. Merseth 
Clearbrook, Minn. 48. Arvid Sunldlbom 

Clearwater ............... . 

Lengby ...................... .. 

Excused 

Excused 

25. F. R. Weyland .......... 34. Thornton, Iowa ....... .49. J. F. Harmon 

E. Ylvisaker ............. . Madison, Wis. .. ....... . Excused 



26. P. Ylvisaker .............. 35. Hartland, Minn ......... 50. H. Hendrickson 
51. E. Magnuson 

36. Manchester, Minn ... 52. Arthur Jordahl 
53. Andrew Emerud 

H. M. Zagel ................ Bethany .................. .. 

Story City, Iowa 

•• •• 

Excused 



CONVENTION COMMITTEES 

CREDENTIALS: 
Pastors: Erling Ylvisaker, A. Merseth, W. C. Gullixson 
Delegates: Paul Staff, Ralph Sorenson, Adolph Jungemann 

!'RESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND REPORT: 
Pastors: Chr. Anderson, D. Pfeiffer 
Delegate: Herman Anderson 

PROGRAM: 
Paul Ylvisaker, Pastor J. Madson 

PRESS: 
Pastors: Iver Johnson, Theo. Aaberg 

HIGHER EDUCATION: 
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Pastors: S. Dorr, M. 0. Dale, H. L. Bremer 
Delegates: Clarence Olson, Albert Franke, Edwin Merseth 

FINANCES: 
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HOME MISSIONS: 
Pastors: Clarence Hanson, R. Branstad, L. Jordahl 
Delegates: Christ Bredeson, Oscar Olson, Arvid Sundblom 

FOREIGN AND NEGRO MISSIONS: 
Pastors: G. Quill, H. A. Preus 
Delegates: Donald Meier, Helmer Hendrickson, Daniel Dahlby 

CHURCH EXTENSION: 
Pastors: D. L. Pfeiffer, U. L. Larsen, S. E. Lee, Prof. J. A. 0. Preus 
Delegates: Lenwick Hoyord, J. F. Harmon, Arthur P. Jordahl 

PUBLICATIONS: 
Pastors: E. Unseth, L. Vangen, F. R. Weyland 
Delegates: Howard Schmidt, Clinton Klemetson, A. Emerucl, Leo 
Breitkreutz 

CHARITIES AND SUPPORT: 
Pastor Julian Anderson, Prof. C. U. Faye, Prof. N. Holte, Pastor R. 
Pre us 
Delegates: George Orvick, Gust Annexstacl, Martin Stene 

ARMY AND NAVY: 
Pastors: Arvid Gullerud, L. Hagen, N. B. Harstad 
Delegate: Otto Rosenthal 

PASTORAL CONFERENCE RECORDS: 
Pastors: Paul Ylvisaker, N. Hilton 

RESOLUTIONS: 
Pastors: C. M. Gulleru!C!, N. Hilton 

MISC. MATTERS: 
Pastors: T. N. Teigen, M. Tweit, J. B. Unseth 
Delegates: Otto Bolstad, A. T. Huso, Clifford Dale 

TELLERS: 
Pastors: L. Jordahl, Theo. Aaberg, N. Hilton 

CHAPLAIN: 
Pastor Clarence Hanson 

EQUALIZATION: 
Pastor G. Guldberg, F. R. Weyland 

TIME KEEPER: 
Office Force 

COMMITTEE ON YOUNG PEOPLES' WORii 
Rev. Clarence Hanson, Rev. Iver Johnson, Prof. J. A. 0. Preus 

COMMITTEE ON 50th ANNIVERSARY FOR PASTOR J. B. UNSETH: 
Rev. Erling Ylvisaker, Rev. G. Guldberg, Mr. Edwin Merseth 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
Oscar Wilson, Edwin Merseth, Adolph Jungemann, Pastors Paul Ylvi­
saker, M. Otto, G. GuHixson, C. M. Gullerud 
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Fathers and Brethren in Christ: 

Grace be unto you and peace from God, our Father, and from 
the J_,ord Jesus Christ. Am en. 

"Y e are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
,Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner Stone.'' So says the Holy 
Ghost, Eph. 2, 20. By the apostles and prophets is meant the holy 
Scriptures, the vY ord of God, both New and Old Testaments. The 
apostles and prophets, through their writings, inspired by God, are 
the infallible teachers of Christendom until the end of time. 

The Church is brought into being by the \Vord of the apostles 
and prophets. 'l'his \V ord also includes the Sacrament of Holy Bap­
tism, which, as the apostles teach, is the washing of regeneration by 
which men are justified and saved in that it brings unto them the 
forgiveness of sins won for them by Christ Jesus has ordered it so 
that disciples shall be made of all nations by baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost and by 
teaching· them to observe all things whatsoever He has commanded. 

Like~wise, the church is sustained and kept by the vYord of the 
apostles and prophets. And this includes also the Sacarement of the 
,\.ltm· which is the true body and blood of our Lord ,Jesus Christ. 
under the hread and wine, in:-:tituted by Christ Himself for us Chris­
tians to eat and to drink. 

'l'he Church is built upon the Vl ord of God. Remove the vYord 
and the Church falls. 

'l'his foundation of the apostles and prophets includes the 
Cornerstone which is Christ. He is the center of the whole Scrip­
tures. He is the One to whom the Old Testament Scriptures point 
forward and the New Testament Scriptures point back as the Rock 
of our salvation and the hope of mankind against sin, death and hell. 
''To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name who­
soever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins.'' Acts 10, 43. 
And the Apostle Paul preached at Antioch in Pisidia, saying: "Be 
it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all 
that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses." Acts 13, 38.39. 'l'he Gospel preach­
es unto us peace, peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul says that Christ came and preached peace both to Gentile and 
Jew. There is peace with God for all through the redemption which 
He procured for all. 

'l'o be built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
then, means to be built upon Christ. It means to trust in the grace 
of God alone for salvation. 

'l'he Church cannot be built nor can it be sustained hv anv doc-
1 rine that is not t ha 1 of the apostles and prophets. • · 

T s it not an enor commonly heard among people that "It doesn't 
make any diffe1·ence what one believes, just so one is sincere in what 
he believes"? And again: "Aren't all working toward the same 
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place anyhow"'? 
'l'hese eno1·s are contradicted by thP word that tells us the 

church is built upon the foundation 'of' the apostles and prophets. 
,Jesus Christ Himself being the chief' Cornerstone. To lw saved one 
must be a member of the Church, the Communion of' saints. Now, i1 
is not just any and every faith that makes one a member of' the 
church, hut the faith taught by the apostles and prophets, the faith 
in ,Jesus Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other, for the1·e 
is nolle other name under· heaven, given among men whcrchy we 
111 ust he saved.'' Acts 4, 1 2. 

And as regards the saying that all are wol'kiug toward the :;auH' 
place, it may he true indeed that there are 1nany who have the ex­
pectation of' coming to heaven and mean it very sincerely that they 
are moving toward heaven. But there are many who deceive them­
selves in thinking they are on the way to heaven when they are not. 
,Jesus says: ''Strive to enter in at the strait gate; for many, I say 
m1to you will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. \Vhen once the 
tnaster of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye 
begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord. 
open unto us; and He shall answer and :;ay unto you, l know you 
not whence ye are. 'l'hen shall ye begin to say, \Ve have eaten and 
drunk in Thy presence, and Thou hast taught in our streets. But He 
shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart hom :Me, 
all ye workers of iniquity. ']'here shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye shall see Alwaham, and Isaac, and ,Jacob, and all the 
prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out." 
Luke 13, 24-28. 'l'here is only one way unto heaven, and that way is 
Christ. '!'hose who do not go that way will not reach heaven, though 
they may think they ''lill. A verson may he ever so sincere in his de­
sit·e to !'each Minneapolis when he travels out of Manlu1to; but un­
less he goes the right direction he will not reach there. I£ a certain 
party is driving south-west out of Mankato, and upon asking him 
where he is going, you receive the reply that he is going to J\'linnea­
polis, would you not tell him : "You will never reach Minneapolis go­
ing in this direction; you must turn around and go the other way'!" 
A thing as simple as this is clearly understood when it is of earthly 
things; but when spiritual things are under consideration, then any 
way is supposed to be the way to heaven. Clod speaks diHerently. 

And this same \Vord of' the apostles and prophets warns us 
against common worship and spil'itnal ~work together with those who 
depart from the word in any point. God's \Vorcl forhicls unionism. 
Here Rornan:; 16, 17, anclmany other passages might he quoted. 

'J'herei'ore, we understand that we are not to belong to a ehureh 
body that confesses false doctrine, m· allows error an equal place 
alongside of the truth. It should also be easy for us to see that such 
a. thing· as a baccalaureate service for a. public school is not right. On 
the one hand, it is a unionistic affair. The pastors and people who 

are to take part are of various faiths, and yet they are to unite in 
common worship. And on the other hand, it is mixing church and 
state, which neither the vVorcl of God nor the Constitution of the 
U. S. countenances. Religion is not to be brought into state affairs. 
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One of our preciom; American principles is that of separation of 
church and state. No civic organiz;ation should have any religions 
test for membership. 

Since it is faith in Christ that makes one a member of the 
church, 1ve see that the church is a fellowship in Christ. And this 
faith is an invisible thing. Therefore, the true church is invisible. 
V{ e know where the church is found, namely, where the \Vord and 
Sacraments are preached and administered. But who they are at 
that place, who from the heart believe in Christ, we cannot tell. 
Each one should know concerning himself whether he repents and 
believes, but he cannot know concerning the other person. The only 
thing· we can g·o by is the confession that is made and the kind of 
life that is lived. 

There is only one church. All the believers have one Lord, one 
faith, one hope, and together make one spiritual body with Christ 
ns the head. 

And there is no salvation outside of the one holy Christian 
Church. It cannot be said of any visible organization or church de­
nomination that there is no salvation outside of it. But it is true con­
cerning the invisible church. Our Lutheran Church by no means 
teaches, as some falsely assert that we teach, that there is no salva­
tion outside of the Lutheran Church. But our Lutheran Church does 
teach that outside of faith in Jesus Christ there is no salvation. vV e 
believe that there are children of God wherever the V.,T ord of God has 
been preached so that men may come to a knowledge of their sins 
and to faith in Christ as the only Savior from sin. 

And the Church possesses glory. ''Christ also loved the Church 
anc1 gave Himself for it that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water hy the vVord, that He might present it to Him­
self a g-lm·ious ehnrch, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, 
but that it should he holy and without blemish." Eph. 5, 25-27. This 
glo1-y belongs to the Church already now by reason of the forgive­
ness of sins. And this glory, not evident in this life, will become evi­
dt'nt on that great day when the Church shall stand before the throne 
and before the Lamh, clothed with white robes, anc1 palms in their 
hands, singing their hymn of Yict01'y, ''Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Rev. 7, J 0. 

Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; 
But now, how glorious they appear! 
Those mal'tyrs stand, a priestly band, 
God's throne forever near. 
So oft, in trouble1d! days gone by, 
In anguish they would weep and sigh. 
At home above the Go~di of love 
For aye their tears shall dry. 
They now enjoy their Sabbath rest, 
The paschal banquet of the blest; 
The Lamb, their Lord, at festal board 
Himself is host and guest. 

0 fathers, brethren and friends in the Norwegian Synod, may 
we continue to build upon the foundation of the apostles and pro­
phets, ,Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner Stone. Unto 
Him lw glory in thP Chnreh now and forevermore. AmPn. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Since the time of our last Convention, three young men have 
been ordained and installed in the ministry in on1· Norwegian 
Synod. Candi(1ate of 'l'heology ]:.,eigh .Jordahl was ordained and in­
stalled hy Pasto1· Christian Anderson in l~ock Dell Church ou 
Angm;t 2i, Hl4H. Brothel' pastors ao;sisted. I lc was im;talled in Br·l­
view and Delhi CongTegations on Aug. 2ii. Student of 'l'heology 
'l'heodore Aaberg wac: m·dained and installed hy the unden;iguP<i 
at Scanille, Iowa, on Aug. 28, 1949, as pastor of Scnrvillc am1 
Center Congr·egations. Brother paston> in the vicinity were along· 
at the 01·diuation and installation. Canc1ic1atf• of Theology Neil Hil­
ton was ordained and installed hy me at Suttons Hay, lVIich., on 
Sept. 26, 1949, as pastor of Fi1·st I;utheran, Suttons Bay, and Grace 
Lutheran, Park Rapids, lVIich. Brother pastors assisted. 

Pastor Norman B. Harstad was installed by me in First Ameri­
can Lutheran Congregation, .Mayville, N. D., and in Byglanc1 Synod 
Luth. Congregation, near Fisher, Minn., on Aug. 21, 1949. 

On Sept. 11, 1949, Trinity CongTegation of Calmar, Iowa, oh­
st>rved its 5th annivcnmry. First r~uth. Congregation of Suttons Bay, 
Mich., celebrated its 75th annivel'Sal'y in festiYities on Sept. 2fi to 
28, 1949. 

-F'irst South ·wild Rice Congl'egation of Ulen, Minn., dedicated 
its new church basement in services on Dec. 11, 1949, your president 
officiating. 

Pastot· Rayntond Hrnnstad ac<~Ppte<1 the call of Concordia Luth. 
<:hul'eh. !~nu ('lain•, \Yis., and was installed tlH'I'<' on Oct. 1fi, 1949, 
Pastol' ,joseph Petet·s<:•n officiating. 

Pastor .JoSP]Jh Pete1·se11 lH!S I'P('t>lltly aecepted the eall of the 
Connvall Mission ConuniiteP to conduct a survey, fo1· about three 
111ouths, of the proposed Cornwall Mission. Pastm· Petel'sen expects 
to leaYe fm· Cornwall possibly in August, 1950. 

Besides attending Pastoral Conferences and Committee meet­
ings within our own Synod as time has permitted, your president has 
attended the meetings of the Inter-Synodical Relations Committee 
\JI the Synodical Conference, held at Milwaukee on Sept. 15 & 16, 
1949, and on Feb. 8 & 9, 1950. Important matters concerning our 
relationship with sister Synods in the Synodical Conference have 
been discussed at these meetings together with representatives of 
the three other Synods. Such matters as the increeping of unionistic 
practices at various places in the Synodical Conference, the Boy 
Scout issue, the recent dealings of the Missouri Synod with the 
American Lutheran Church, which l'esulted in the drawing up of 
the "Cmt~mOll Confession". and the holding of fl'ee conferences as 
tn·oposPd hy the American Lutheran Confel'ence haYe hepn discussc(1. 

Your chairman has conducted visitations at Sande and Jerico, 
Io-wa, on Sept. 7 and 8, 1949, and met with a group of members of 
Redeemer T;uth. Church, New Hampton, Iowa, on Sept. 9, 1949. 

Visitol' M. Ott.o reports having· ma\1e visitations as follows: .At. 
Rieh Ia nd Congregation, 'l'horllton, 1 ow a; at Lime CrePk ami Laku 
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Mills Congregations, Lake Mills, Iowa; and at Our Saviour's Con­
gregation. Albert Lea. Visitor M. 'l'weit reports having visited con­
gregations of our Synod at Hawley, Princeton and Bagley, Minn. 
At the last named place he visited Cross Lake Congregation. 

'l'he following pastors request membership in our Synod: Theo­
dore Aaberg, Neil Hilton, and Leigh Jordahl. 

Delhi Lutheran Congregation asks to be admitted into mem­
bership in the Synod. 

Members of our Synod received with great grief the word con­
cerning the death by drowning of Dr. B. \V. Anderson, in the late 
summer of 1949. Dr. Anderson. son of Pastor Christian Anderson, 
began his ministry in our Synod. At the time of his death he was 
professor at Michigan Lutheran Seminary of the \Visconsin Synod 
at Saginaw, Michigan. 

\Y e are grateful for the visit to our Congregations on the part 
of Missionary Paul Anderson of the Synodical Conference Mission 
in Nigeria, Africa, during the time of his recent furlough. 

The attention of the Synod is called to the fact that Dr. S. C. 
Ylvisaker has just completed twenty years as professor and presi­
dent at our Bethany College. The I~ord has richly blessed his work 
here at our College and the cause of Christian education has pros­
Jll'I'E'd under his able leadE'rship. 

"\h;o, your attention is called to the fact that Pastor .T. B. Unse1h 
I his .vea1· cdehnlies the 50th anniversary of his ordination. 

President ,John BrE'nner of the \Visconsin Synod reports to our 
Synod that the \Visconsin Synod stands ready to recognize the 
fellowship hetwen the Ev. r~uth. Free Church in Germany and the 
1<}y_ Lutheran Church in Old Prussia, and to extend full fellowship 
to the latter church body in concert with the other Synods of the 
Synodical Conference. A report of similar action on the part of our 
Synod has been sent to the Presidents of the other Synods in the 
Synodical Conference. 

· President P. H. Petersen of the Ev. Luth. Free Church in Ger­
many reports that pnlpit and altar fello·wship has been established 
with the "Selbstaendigen Ev. Luth. Kirche (In Baden, Hessen und 
Niedersachsen)" after thorough discussion and after the .documents 
in the case had been presented to all the congregations of the Free 
Church and accepted by them. 

Your president has appointed the following Committees for 
the Centennial Celebration, 1953. (See 1949 Report, p. 13): Pro­
gram Committee: Pastors Christian Anderson and Paul Ylvisaker; 
Professors Alfred Fremde1' and S. C. Ylvisaker; Mr. Stanley Inge­
bretson, 111 Parkway Ave., Mankato; Mr. Albert Ellingson, R. 1, 
Albert Lea; and Mr. Christian Olsen, Nicollet, Minn. Committee on 
Centennial Collection: Pastors J'vL Otto and Arvid Gullerud, and 
Professor M. Galstad. 

As to doetdual Pssays, we shall, God willing, be pl'ivileged at 
this Convt>ntion to hear an essay on "'!'he Glory of the Christian 
Ministry" by Dean N. A. Madson, and one on "'!'he Church in the 
V{ orld" by Pastor D. Pfeiffer. Upon request of the Planning Board 
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and youl' president, Pastor M. Otto will J·ead a ht·ief essa.y on Clu·is·· 
tian Stewardship. And the Committee on Program fm the Synod's 
Centennial asks that about fifteen minutes' time be set ar>ide at this 
Convention for a few words on thE' Centennial olmervancE'. 

And now, may the 'l'riunc God guide ancl hless on1· ConvPntion! 
Ame11. 

A. M. Harstad 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE AND REPORT 

(as adopted) 

We emphasize the President's timely and necessary admonition 
that we remain faithful to the Word of God in word and deed, and avoid 
all unionism. We thank our Lord Jesus Christ that He has permitted us to 
begin mission work in Cornwall, England, and pray that He may guide and. 
bless the efforts of Pastor Joseph Petersen who has consented to survey 
the new field. We express our heartfelt sympathy to the parents, wife, and 
children of Dr. E. W. Anderson who passed away during the summer of 
1949. We recommend that our union committee investigate the latest 
establishment of church fellowship between the German Free Churches, to 
which the President's Report refers. 
We recommenkL that 

1. the President stimulate the activity of the visitors. 
2. the President turn over some of his duties to the Vice-President. 
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THE GLORY OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY 

At our 1949 convention we heard an excellent presentation of 
the doctrine of ''The Royal Priesthood of Believers.'' That was not 

. meant as a slighting of, or a denying of, that office which the Lord 
of the Church has instituted and has designated as the "ministry 
of reconciliation.'' 2 Cor. 5, 18. But it brought out in bold relief the 
glory of being a child of God, and became therefore an excellent in­
troduction to that theme which has been assigned us for this con­
vention: ''The Glory of the Gospel Ministry.'' For there is, of course, 
the clo~est relationship between the royal priesthood of believers and 
the public ministry of the word, the latter flowing out of the former, 
as will be seen by the ·writings of our sainted fathers in Christ who 
have faithfully studied the word and have spoken unto us also in 
these matters "as the oracles of God." 1 Pet. 4, 11. And we cannot 
do as we please with those faithful fathers, unless we want to violate 
the counsels of the word itself. For it is the divine word which bids 
us: "Remember them which have rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, 
and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. 
For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not 
with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied 
therein." Heb. 13,7-9. 

What is meant by the Gospel ministry? 
vVhen one reads what a Luther, for instance, has to say about 

the rights, qualifications, duties of the royal priesthood of all be­
lievers, one might at first blush get the impression that Luther leaves 
little room for the public ministry of the word. And it is that with 
which we are concerned in this discussion. Having spoken of the 
priesthood of Christ in his exposi.tion of Psalm 110, 4 (''Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek' '), Luther continues: 
''As we are hecome Christians through this priest (Christ) and His 
priesthood, and in baptism through faith have put Him on, so we 
also receive the right and power to teach, and to confess to every­
one the v\' ord which we have received from Him, each according to 
his calling and station. For although we, to be sure, are not all in 
the public office and call, yet every Christian shall and may teach, 
instruct, admonish, reprove his neighbor through the word when 
and where anyone has need of it; as a father and mother their chil­
dren and servants; a brother, neighbor, citizen or farmer (shall and 
may do it) to others. For a Christian can most certainly teach and 
admonish (regarding) the ten commandments, faith, prayer etc. the 
others who are still ignorant or weak, and he who hears it is in duty 
bound to receive (such teaching and admonition) from him as from 
God's word and to confess it publicly." St. L. vValch V, 1038. 

Luther then goes on to show that the means of grace are the same 
according to their essence, power and effect, whether they be ad­
ministered by all Christians or by the servants in the public office. 
Here is what he has to say on that score: '' vV e stand firmly on this, 
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that there 1s uonc othrr wol'Cl of Hod than this alone whieh all Chds­
tians are commanded to proelaim; that there is none other baptism 
than that which all Christians may give; that there no othe1· remem­
brance is of the Lord's Supper than that which eve1·y Christian may 
administer (begehen mag), whieh Christ has instituted thus to lw 
eelebrated; also that there i:;,; no othe1· :;,;in than that whieh every 
Christian may hind and loose; likewi:;,;e, that therr is no other sacri­
l'iee than tlw life of even' Christian being (Christenmensehen); 
that no one can o1· may pray hut the Christian alonr; and finally, 
that no one shall judge in matters of doctrine than the Christian 
alone. But these are the priestly and royal offices.'' St. TJ. \Yaleh 
X, 1590. 

But while 1JUthet· has spoken most freely regarding the high 
privileg·es of the royal priesthood of every hrlieve1·, he points out 
just as unmistakably the difference betwern the royal priesthood 
and the public ministry of the word in these words: '' Iiiven though 
we are all priests, we can not and will not therefore all preach o1· 
teach and rule. Rut we must out of the whole body (of believers) 
single out and select some to whom such an office will he committed; 
and he who heal'S such an office is not a priest on account of tlw 
office (as are all others), hut is a sr1·vant of all the othe1·s. Ancl 
when he no longer can or will preach or sel've, he steps back into 
the g·eneral body, commits the office to another, and is nothing 
else than is every common Christian. Behold, thus we must separate 
the preaching office or office of seJ"vice from the general priest­
hood of all baptized Christians. For such an office is nothing more 
than a puhlic service, as something which has been committed to 
him hy the entire congregation, who are a1l of them conjointly 
pl'iestl:l." St. 1~. vValch V, 1087. 

The reason for a public ministry. 

Luthe1· then goes on to discuss, in particular, ~why it is neces­
sary to have a special call to the public ministry of the word, say­
ing: "~While all Christians have all things in common, as we al­
ready have said, which we haYe also established and proved, it would 
not he proper for anyone who wanted it to push himself forward and 
to appropriate to himself alone what belong:;,; to all of us. Venture to 
assume this right and also to put it into p1·actice, (only) where there 
is no one else who has also received the office. But the right of the 
communion (i.e. the congregation) demands that oue Ol' as many 
as may please the congregation, be chosen and l'eeeived, who on 
behalf of and iu the name of a1l thoi-lr who have the selfsame right, 
publicly exercise these offices; lest a frightful clisonlrr arise among 
the people of God and tlw Chul'ch become a Babylon, (the Church) 
'in which all things are to ht' done decently and in order,' as the 
apostle has taught us, 1 Cor. 14, 50. The right is a twofold one: \Vhat 
one does as a common right at the behest of the congregation, or the 
~elfsame right which he makes use of in case of necessity. In a con­
gregation, where the right is free to everyone, no one shall assume 
that selfsame right without the ~will and selection of the entire con-
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gregation; but in case of necessity every one may use it who will." 
St. L. -Walch X, 1589. 

\V"hen we speak of the ministry of the Gospel, then, in this 
discussion, we have in mind the public ministry which Christ Him­
self has ordained for the true welfare of His Church and which it is 
His will shall be continued even unto the end of the world. Matt. 28, 
20. For while every true believer is a spiritual priest, who is in duty 
bound to ''shew forth the praises of him who hath called us out of 
darkness into his marvelous light,'' I Pet. 2, 9, not every believer 
has been endowed with the gifts, or been given the call to serve in 
the public ministry of the word. That is why Paul can write as he 
does to the congregation in Corinth: ''And God hath set some in 
the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, help, governments, diver­
sities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? 
are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all 
speak with tongues? do all interpret?" 1 Cor. 12, 28-30. The obvious 
answer is, of course, No. And when the same apostle writes to the 

·Ephesians concerning the risen and ascended Lord he assures them: 
"vVhen he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men." And what were those gifts 1 "He gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas­
tors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
1he minis11·y, for the edifying of the body of Christ: TiJl we all 
c·ome in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
Clod, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
f'ulness of Christ. That we henceforth be no more children, tossed 
to and fro, and canied about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, eYen Christ." Eph. 4, 11-15. It is as 
true of many believers today as it was when the apostle addressed 
his epistle to the Hebrews, reproving them for their negligence in 
the knowledge of Christ, their great high priest, saying: "Of whom 
we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are 
dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and 
not of strong meat." He b. 5, 11. 12. vV e find therefore that Scrip­
ture demands of him who is to enter upon the public ministry of 
the Gospel, that he be ''apt to teach.'' 1 Tim. 3, 2; 2 Tim. 2, 24. 

But since the Gospel ministry is a ministry of the word, we 
naturally ask: \Yhat is that word? It is primarily a "word of recon­
ciliation." vVhen Luther makes his well-known statement: "Die 
gauze Schrift treibt Christus," i. e., "All of Scripture concerns it­
self about Ch1·ist," he is but restating what Peter voiced concern­
ing the Saviour in the house of CMnelius: '"fo him give all the 
pro]Jlwts witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins." Acts 10, 43. Or the words which. 
the risen Saviour Himself spoke in kindly rebuke to the clown-cast 
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:J:<JmmautJ-bouncl ditJcipletJ that fit·tJt EatJtet· eve: "0 fooltl and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ 
to have suffered ther:;e things, and to enter into his glory? And he­
ginning at Moses and all the ])l'o[JhettJ, he expounded unto them in 
all the scriptures the thingr:; COllePl'lling hitnHelf." l;uke 24, 25-27. 

·while the crushing condemnation of the lnw is t!poken again 
and again by the Son of God in His public ministry, we must ever 
bear in mind that when Chl'itJt preaches the law He is "doing a 
foreign work, by which He arrives at His pt·opet· office, that is, to 
preach gt·ace, console, and quicken," as we have learned to confess 
in out· Formula of Concord. Epitome V, 8. I fad this not been tlw 
case, the Saviour of the world would have spoken an untruth when 
He told Nicodemus yon memorable night: ''God r:;ent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that the wol'ld tht·ough 
him might be saved." J oh. 3, 17. 

The public ministry of the word, therefore, is that work which 
the ambassadors for Christ perform when they Gemeindschafts­
wegen, i. e., on behalf of the congregation, proclaim all the 
counsel of God unto salvation, be that in the preaching of the word 
or in the administering of the sacraments, the latter being called in 
our Apology of the Augsburg Confession ''a visible word.'' Art. 
XIII, 5. But while the word is primarily a word of reconciliation, the 
law must also be spoken by the ambassadors of Christ, even as it was 
proclaimed by Christ Himself, since it serves to prepare the hearts of 
men for the comforting message of the Gospel. It will ever be true 
in the words of Dt·. \Al alther : ""Without the Law the Gospel is not 
understood; without the Gospel the I;aw benefits us nothing," Law 
& Gospel, p. 6. 

Qualifications for the Gospel ministry. 

Not o11ly has Scripture taught us that there shall be a public 
lninistl'y of the word, but it has also made plain the qualifications 
which the Lord of the Church expects and demands of those who 
are to serve as shepherds of the flock. And here we can think of no 
more convincing listing of those Scripturally-demanded qualifica­
tions than that which the sainted Dr. Franz Pieper gives in his ex­
quisite '' Christliche Dogmatik.'' Says Piepet·: '''!'hey must not only 
he Christians, but rnodel Christians, ensamples to the flock (l Pet. 
5, 3), also have a good report of them that are without (1 '1'im, 3, 7). 
'l'he virtues which are to he found in them, and the vices which are 
not to be found in them, are in catalog-fashion enumerated in 1 Tim. 
3 and Tit. 1. As concerns their knowledge of Christian doctrine 
and their ability to teach it, they must be thoroughly acquainted 
with the 'sound', i. e., the pure doctrine, must he mastees of the 
theses as well as the antithrses, i. e., he able to teaeh the congrega­
tion rightly and to convince the gainsayers (Tit. J, 9-11). F'or a 
further description of the sphere of their ability and of the ability it­
self, it is enjoined upon them: '!'hey must not only rule their own 
house well, but also take care of the house of God (1 Tim. 8, 5), feed 
the church of God (Acts 20, 28), feed the flock of God which has 
been committed to them (1 Pet. 5, lf.), take heed unto all the flock 
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(Acts 20, 28), to interest themselves in the individual souls (Acts 
20, 31), to watch for their souls, as they that must give account 
(He b. 13, 17)." 

Exacting demands, to be sure, which must cause every son of 
Adam to ask with the apostle Paul: "Vlho is sufficient for these 
things?" 2 Cor. 2, 16. And it is only he who with the same apostle 
has learned to confess: "I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me," Phil. 4, 13, that can add: "Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our 
sufficiency is of God; \\Tho made us able ministers of the new testa­
ment; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but 
the spirit giveth life." 2 Cor. 3, 5, 6. It is not in a spirit of vain 
self-glorification that a Paul speaks of his own ministry in the 15th 
chapter of 1 Corinthians. Having confessed: "I mn the least of the 
apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I per­
secuted the church of God,'' v. 9, he points to that which has made 
him a willing servant of Jesus Christ, saying:. "But by the grace of 
God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all : yet 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me." 1 Cor. 15, 10. 

Why a glorious ministry? 

The Gofipel ministry is glorious because the God of all truth has 
ealll•d it jm;t that. And "God is not a man that he should lie." Num. 
:2:3, 19. Tn 2 Cor. 4, 4 Paul calls it ''the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ." ln 1 Tim. 1, ll he speaks of it as "the glorious gospel of 
ilw blessed God." And when the same apostle, in the 3rd chapter of 
:2 Corinthians makes a comparison between the Old Testament and 
the New, between the letter and the spirit, he says: "But if the min­
istration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so 
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of 
l.ioses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done 
a~ovay: How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 
l<'or if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth 
the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.'' 2 Cor. 3, 7-9. And 
it is right here where we are given a true evaluation of the Gospel 
ministry. It is a ministration of righteousness. The Gospel of the 
blessed God brings me the righteousness which has been won for me 
by the willing obedience, suffering, and death of His beloved Son 
as my substitute. It is not what God with all justice might demand 
of me, but what He out of His infinite grace brings me as a free 
gift. If the strength of sin is the law (1 Cor. 15, 56), then the 
strength of the Gospel is my being made free from sin. And it is 
this glorious truth to which Paul gives expression in Rom. 8, 3. 4: 
"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh; That the righteousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.'' 

'l'hat the glory of the Gospel ministry is hut a reflected glory 
in the person who ministers it is made plain in Paul's statement to 
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the CorinthianH: "(1'or though I pt·each the gospel, J have nothing to 
glory of: for necesHity is laid upon me; yea, woe iH unto me, if 1 
pl'each not the gospel." l Cor. 9, 16. The glory lies not in the am­
bassador bringing the m e8sa.g(', but in the me~-;sage itself. For even 
as love cannot be forced, hut will eve!' flow as freely to the object of 
its affection as water will seek its own level, so the Gospel hcarer'H 
attachment must not he centered in the bearer of the message (ex­
cept when the heat·et· be Chl'ist Himself), hut must he the heart's 
free outpouring of gratefulness fot· the wondrous news he brings. \Ve 
have an excellent example of misplaced affection on the part of the 
hearers of the wonl in Lycaonia, who, when tlwy had seen the effect 
of Paul's Ciospel preaching· at l~ystra (the man, impotent ft·om his 
mothel''s ~womb, being· healed), were in the very act of making Hae­
t·ifices to Barnabas and Paul, "which when the apostles, Banwhas 
and Paul, hem·d of, they rent their clothes, and nm in among the 
people, Ct'ying out, And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? vV e 
also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein." 
Acts 14, 14. 15. 

'When Paul, in the 1Oth chapte1· of Romans, luu·king hack to 
what both an I~miah and a. Nahum had voieecl eenturieH earlier, 
Hpeaks thuH concerning those who have heen Hent with the message 
of deliverance tl'oln bondage: ''How he<l utiful are the feet of them 
that pt•each the gospel of peace, aml ])l'ing glad tidings of good 
things, li l{om. 10, 15, it is not to glorify himself or his fellow work­
ers, but to give testimony to the preciousness of the message they 
bring. It is in language of truly poetic strain that the two prophets 
in the days of the Babylonian captivity address themselveH to the 
captives who mournfully were longing for their retum to Zion the 
beautiful. When the very feet of the messengers are 1·eferred to, it 
is of course because these ready and nimble limbs of the runners 
were hasting the news of their deliverance. 'l'he deliverance S})Oken 
of by the prophets was, of course, both a. temporal and a spiritual 
one, since it pointed forward to the Son of man whose "visag·e was so 
marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of 
men," Tsa. 52, 14, when He in Oethsemane and on Calvary's cross 
was to tread the winepreHs alo11e. lsa. 65, :3. And before he concludes 
his prophecy, Isaiah pens the very words which our Lord and 
Saviour made use of a.H llis text when He preached that memorable 
sermon at the outset of His earthly ministry in His home town of 
Nazareth, and which every true Gospel minister ought ever to have 
before him when he prepares the messag·e he is to bring the congre­
gation: "The Spirit of the l_;ord God is upon me; because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to ]Woclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the priHon to them that are bound; To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the clay of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all that mourn: 'l'o appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
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mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that 
they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that he might be glorified." Isa. 61, 1-3. 

vVould you want a more convincing prospectus of the glory of 
your calling as an ambassador for Christ than is here set forth by 
the "evangelist of the Old Testament," as Isaiah has fittingly been 
called, and which the very Son of God made use of as His inaugural 
text at Nazareth yon Sabbath day? \Vhen a faithful minister of the 
Gospel applies these vvords to himself he is not guilty of what might 
seem to be arrogant presumption. For it is none other than the 
Saviour Himself who has comforted every true minister of the word: 
''As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.'' J oh. 20, 21. And 
again: "He that heareth you heareth me: and he that despiseth you 
despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.'' 
Luke 10, 16. It is on the basis of this divine truth that a Paul can 
write: ''And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him­
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon­
ciliation; 'I'o wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 2 Cor. 5, 18-20. 

But if God is to be glorified in your ministry (and it is His 
glol'y we first and foremost are concerned about). you must ever 
lw more concerned a bout the safety of the sheep c·omitted to your 
c·harge than about your own honour, convenience, or comfort. \Vhen 
lhe Psalmist asserts (in the 48th Psalm)" "According to thy name, 
0 Clod, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth," he is laying 
clown the most fundamental principle in the true worship of God. 
\Vhe1'e men have not learned to know the true God as He hath re­
vealed Himself in the person of His only begotten Son, it is a stark 
impossibility for men to worship Him aright. Your primary duty, 
then, as an ambassador for the Christ of God, is to make known the 
wondrous tidings of the accepta blc year of the Lord and the day of 
vengeance of our God. For even that word "vengeance" as used by 
Tsaiah speaks comfortingly to those who mourn in Zion, since it is 
the vengeance which Jehovah will take upon the enemies of His 
people. n is as the true shepherd who loves his sheep that you ascend 
your pulpit. Jf that be not the spi1·it in which you proclaim God's 
word, you have no business preaching. No matter how well-meaning­
ly zealous you may be in your thunderous message, it still remains 
tnle: ''The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.'' 
,rames 1, 20. 

vVhile, as has been said, the crushing condemnation of the law 
must be proclaimed also in our Christian congregations of to-day, 
the true Gospel preacher will not find his delight in that employ. 
As 'twas said of the Son of God during His public ministry here be­
low, so let it be said of every one of His ambassadors to-day: "And 
when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Say­
ing, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 

20 



things which beiong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round\ and keep 
thee in on every side, And they shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one 
stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation." Luke 19, 41-44. 

It was in that spirit of compassionate love for his people that 
a Moses pleaded for an Israel which had so shamefully forgotten 
the God of its salvation and had turned to dumb idols during his 
forty day sojourn in Mount Sinai: ''And Moses returned unto the 
Lord, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin and have 
made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive~ (and here 
Moses stops dead in his tracks, as it were, as is shown by the rarely­
used dash in Scripture, indicating sudden transition of thought) ; 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
written." Ex. 32, 31. 32. Think of it! Willing to have his own name 
stricken from the book of life, if but his bewildered people could be 
saved! No wonder that this man of God could write in prophetic 
strain concerning the promised Messiah : ''The Lord thy God will 
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth­
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken." Dent. 18, 15. It is in 
the same spirit of tender concern for his beloved Israel that Paul in 
his day utters a like prayer: ''I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, 
my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 'l'hat I 
have a great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I 
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh." Rom. 9, 1-3. 

And why could these two great Gospel preachers (for Moses 
also was a preacher of the blessed Gospel) thus minister to the flock~ 
They were ever mindful of their own perverted will and ways before 
the grace of God had come into its own in their troubled hearts. 
Even as a Saul of Tarsus could never quite forget that he at one 
time had persecuted the Church of God, so the leader of God's 
people through the wilderness was no doubt mindful of his own 
stubborn unwillingness to go to Pharaoh until God, the God of all 
grace, made of his unwilling heart a willing one. And let it be said 
at once: The law of God will never be preached aright by any pastor 
who does not liave sorrow of heart because he has to preach it. 

But as Paul never ceased marveling at the ''unsearchable riches 
of Christ,'' so he never forgot the miracle which had made of him, 
the blasphemer and persecuter, the humble and willing dispenser of 
those riches. "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To 
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ .Jesus 
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our Lord: In whom we have holcl11ess and access with confidence hy 
the faith of him.'' Eph. 8, 8-12. · 

'l'1·uly has it heen said that "fame u:mally comes to him who is 
thinking about something else.'' .And it might, with equal truth, be 
added that the glory of which ·we are speaking will be his who is 
least of all thinking about it. And how may we of a certainty know 
that? From the Saviour's wOI"cls regarding the clay of final accounts. 
'l'he very ones who an' then to he given tlle blessed words of emn­
mendation: ''Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world,'' are going to 
ask, after the King has enumerated all the kindly deeds which have 
flowed from their life of faith, when they did all these things . .And 
what will His reply be? "Verily I say unto you, Inasmueh as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
clone it unto me.'' Matt. 25, 34. 40. Tt lies in the very nature of sav­
ing faith, the faith w hieh has "tasted and seen that the Lord is 
good" (Ps. 34, 8), to eonfess with a Peter: "\Ve eannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard." .Aets 4, 20. 

The pastor who is ever eoneerned about getting the honour, 
g·lory, and esteem clue him in his office simply does not understand 
the true meaning of the glory of the Gospel ministry. For while it 
he true, since Scripture itself teaches it, "Let the elders that rule 
well he eounted wOl'thy of double honour, espeeially they who la hour 
in the word and doetrine, '' 1 Tim. 5, 17, that honour has a special J·ef­
eJ·enee to the remuneration due them who devote all their 
time to the ministry of the word, as the follovving verse (l 'J'im. 5, 
18) indicates: ''l<'or the seripture saith, 'l'hou shalt not mu~~le the 
ox that treadeth out the corn, And, The labourer is worthy of hiB 
reward." There m·e, to he Slll'e, other passages in Holy vVrit whieh 
teaeh us that we shall think highly of those whom God has place<1 
over us as ministers of the word. E. g., 1 Thess. 5, 12, 13: ''.And we 
beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake." But that love and re­
spect will be there in the heart of every true believer to whom he 
ministers just as certainly as the ministration has been a '' ministra­
tion of the spirit,'' the proclaiming of that comfort wherewith he 
himself has been comforted of God. 2 Cor. 1, 4. Luther is therefore 
right when he says: "It is impossible that an haughty, proud, pre­
sumptuous person should be able to preach Christ; for he (Christ) 
will have only broken, contrite hearts and humble spirits.'' St. L. 
\Valch XXII, 1041. And again: ''He who wants to be a preacher 
must mean it with all his heart that he is seeking God's honour alone 
and the welfare of his neighbor.'' St. L. \Valeh 13, 555. 

Why is it needful to point out its glory? 
Oh, we are also bearing the old Adam about with us in our 

mortal bodies. If the pious .Asaph had to confess that his steps had 
well nigh slipped when he saw the p1·osperity of the wicked, so that 
he was tempted to think that he had cleansed his heart in vain, until 
he went into the sanctuary of God and understood their end, who 
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are we that we should imagine ourselves exempt from the same 
temptation~ No, we have need of confessing also: ''So foolish was 1, 
and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee." But having made the 
confession in sincerity and truth, and imploring God for the enlight­
emnent of His Holy Spirit, we shall also be given grace to confess: 
"Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by 
thy right hand. 'l'hou sha1t guide me with thy counsel, and after­
ward receive me to glory.'' Ps. 73. 

It is as true to-clay as in the days of a Jeremiah : ''Thou hast 
made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people.'' 
Lam. 3, 45. Paul knew this, and did not lose heart, though he had to 
write to his clear Corinthians: "Even unto this present hour we both 
hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no 
certain dwelling place; And labour, working with our own hands: 
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being de­
famed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are 
the offscouring of all things unto this clay.'' 1 Cor. 4, 11-13. And 
why could the apostle speak thus? Because he had learned to see 
the true beauty of a Saviour slain, and had so preached that cruci­
fied Christ that he could tell his beloved Galatians: ''Before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among 
you." Gal. 3, 1. Being able to proclaim that most needful of all words 
to bruised and buffeted sinners, he was now ready to glory in his 
tribulations also: ''knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And 
patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.'' Rom. 5, 3-5. 

A ministry which has not learned to deny self, take up the 
cross, and not only follow Christ, but follow Him gladly, is not (so 
far as the one ministering it is concerned) the ministry of the 
Gospel, but that of an earth-bound hireling who has joined the 
ranks of this world's Demases. If the Son of God, during His days 
of deep humiliation, found strength and comfort by looking unto 
the end of the road, we shall also, as His true witness, do well in 
"looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith: vVho 
for the joy that was set before hin1 endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set clown at the right hand of the throne of God.'' 
Heb. 12, 2. 

And this admonition is all the more needful in our day, a day in 
which all too much of that which goes under the name of Gospel 
ministry is but a caricature of the ''preaching of the cross,'' as Paul 
terms the Gospel of Christ. 1 Cor. 1, 18. 'l'he so-called ''social gos­
pel" is, of course, not a Gospel at all, since it seeks to make man's 
condition in this present world the vital thing, while the real Gospel 
points him to the everlasting possessions which shall be ours when 
our earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved. The spirit of every 
Gospel preacher to-day must be that of a Paul when he wrote the 
Philippians: "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark 
them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, 
of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that 
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they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: \Vhose end is destruc­
tion, whose God is their belly, and ·whose g·lory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things.) FOl' our conversation ('' vort borgers­
kab," as >ve have it in our Norweg·ian translation; or as Luther has 
it in the German: ''Unser 'vVandel'') is in heaven; from whence also 
we look for our Saviour, the I.~ord Jesus Christ: 'vVho shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according· to the working· whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.'' Phil. 3,1. 'vVhenever our preaching of the 
Gospel becomes a thing which is palatable to the unregenerate world 
(for there is nothing which is more foolish to the worlding than the 
Gospel of free grace), then we had better examine our message to 
see whether it has not lost its savour. One of the greatest dangers to 
the Church of Christ today is this: That it is so concerned about 
making an impact on the world, so ingratiating itself with those who 
will not repent, but who are concerned about making a shew in the 
flesh, that it forgets to rear children for the kingdom of heaven. 
'!'he sooner we as members of Christ's kingdom reconcile ourselves 
to the fact that as a Christian Church we shall ever be in an in­
significant minority, the better for us. And the sooner all of the 
ambassadors for Christ realize the full implication of their Master's 
words of farewell to J lis chosen disciples, the sooner will they find 
joy in se1·ving Him when opposition arises because of their faith­
fulness: "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me hefore it 
hated you. If ye were of the wol'ld, the world would love his own: 
but because ye are not of the world, hut I have chosen you out of 
the wor·l<l, therefore the world hateth you." ;roh. 15, 18. 19. To snffet· 
fm· Christ's sake is our highest honour and the source of a joy which 
is not of this wol'ld. For· it will he tme while the earth remaineth, 
yea, comfortingly tr·ue: "Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, hut also to suffer· for his sake." Phil. J, 
29. 

But if we have learned to see that all which is worthwhile has 
heen brought us through the Uospel of Christ, then we shall also 
become concerned about bringing that blessed Gospel to those who 
are still ''aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and stranger·s 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in 
the wodd.'' Eph. 2, 12. For a selfish and self-satisfied Christianity 
is a contradiction in terms. No sooner has Peter enumerated all the 
glorious privileges which are ours through faith in Christ, than he 
points us to the tremendous responsibility which is ours by that very 
fact. "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people" (more easily understood in Luther's trans­
lation: 'Ein V olk des Eig·entums '-' Et eiendoms folk ')-to what 
purpose? 'l'hat ye might sit satisfied over your rare privileges~ 
God forbid! No, Peter immediately adds: "That ye might shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.'' l Pet. 2, 9. ''If we lose the sense of the wonder 
of our commission we shall hecome like common traders in a com-
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mort market, babbling about common wares." Dr .• Jowett, "The 
Preacher : His I1ife and -work", p. 21. 

And here it may lw well to quote om· beloved Imther again on 
the vital question of "giving sons to the ministry." Says Luther: 
''Now as it is sure and true that God himself has established and in­
stituted the spiritual estate with His own blood and death, it is easy 
to conclude that He will have it highly honoured and not suffer it 
to be destroyed or to cease, but will have it maintained until the 
Last Day. For the Gospel and the Church (Christenheit) must abide 
until the Last Day, as Christ says in the last chapter of lVIatthew. 
But by whom shall it be maintained? Oxen and horses and dogs 
and swine will not do it, neither will wood and stone. vV e men shall 
have to do it, for this office is not committed to oxen and horses. 
but to us men. But where shall we get men for it except from those 
who have children? If you will not raise your child for this offiee. 
and the next man will not, and so on, and no father or mother will 
give a child to God for this work, what will become of the spiritual 
office and estate? The old men, who are now in office, will not live 
forever, but are dying off every clay, and there are no others to take 
their plaee. What will God say to this at last? Think you that He will 
be pleased beeause you so shamefully despise His office, divinely 
instituted for His praise and our salvation, and won so clearly, and 
because we so ungratefully let it drop and pass away? 

"He has not given you children and the means to support them, 
only that you may do with them as you please, or train them for 
worldly glory. You have been earnestly commanded to raise them 
for God's service, or be completely rooted out, with your children 
and everything else; then everything you have spent on them will 
be lost. The First Commandment says, 'I visit the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me'. But how will you raise them for God's service 
if the office of preaching and the spiritual estate have gone down? 
.And it is your fault; you could have done something for it and help­
eel to maintain it, if you had allowed your ehild to study. If you can 
do it, and your child has the ability or desire, and you do it not, 
but stand in the way, listen to this,-Y ou are guilty of the harm that 
is clone if the spiritual estate goes clown, and neither God nor God's 
word remains in the world. In so far as you are able, you are letting 
it go clown; you will not g·ive one C11ilcl to it, and you would do the 
same thing about all your children, if you had a world full of them; 
thus, so far as you are coneernecl, the service of God simply goes to 
destruction. 

-"Beeause, then, you allow the office, instituted and established 
by your God and so dearly won, go to ruin and be destroyed, with 
such horrible ingratitude, you will be accursed and have nothing 
but shame and misery for yourself and your children, or be so tor­
mented otherwise that both you and they will be damned, not only 
here on earth, but eternally in hell. 'l'his will not fail; and you will 
learn that your children are not so wholly yours that you need give 
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nothing' of them to Clod. lt is His will that He shall have a right to 
tlwm; imcl they are mo1·e llis than yours. 

''Suppose that Oocl ~were to address yon on your death-bed, OJ' 

at the Last ,Judgment, and say,-1 was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, 
naked, sick, imprisoned, and you rendered me no service? Por in 
that you have not done it to people on earth, or to my kingdom or 
(}ospel, hnt have helped put them down and allowed men's souls to 
be ruined, you have done this to me; for you could have helped. I 
had given yon child and money for this vm·pose, but you wan­
tonly allowed me and my kingdom and all men's souls to suffer 
want and pine away, and thereby served the devil and his kingdom 
against me and my kingdom; now let him be your reward. Go vvith 
him into the abyss of hell. My kingdom in heaven and earth you have 
not helped to build, but to destroy and weaken; but you have helped 
the devil to build ancl increase his hell; live, therefore in the house 
that you have built.' How shall you stand then?" \Yorks of Martin 
Luther, Philadelphia Edition, Vol. Pour, pp. 144-152. 

Now when r~uther speaks of our standing in the way, that nee<l 
not be stating in so many words that you do not want your child 
to enter the ministry when you have every reason to believe he has 
the qualifications necessary for the office. It may be your whole 
attitude tovvard the glory of the Gospel ministry. Instead of show­
ing him in your very life that yon count everything but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ .Jesus your Lord, yon may 
he giving him a Lebensanschauung which leaves little else than 
ignominy awl shame nhoni that ve1·y thing whieh will ever be a lost 
wol'ld 's only glcn·y---11 Saviom· slain beeanse He loved ns even nntu 
death. 

l11 his novel " 1\ r·istu:-; fo1· Pi latus ("Christ before Pilate"), 
\Valdema1· Agar tells of an ag·ed pastm· who has given his all in a 
faithful ministry, hut who, as the 1vork becomes too strenuous for 
his advanced age, and the many new demands whieh a new age has 
ln·ought with it make it imperative that he retire, stands before a 
picture of the thorn-crowned lVIan from Nazareth, whom the unjust 
Roman judge is about to send to the CJ·oss, and these are the thoughts 
which crowd in upon him: '' 'l'here is the 'kingdom within you' in 
its highest potential. An independent kingdom,-au incomprehen­
sihle kingdom, whose defeats are victories, whose mightiest repre­
sentatives are they who are trampled in the dust, whose most power­
ful laws are unaccepted ancl unwritten hy men, and whose mighti­
est men walk 1vith the aid of a staff and a c1·uteh. A kingdom in 
which the sighs of the impoverished are imperative commands, 
and an imperial edict is null and void. A kingdom which continues 
to conquer the world by not giving a rap about what belongs to the 
world-a kingdom in which men win what they have lost and lose 
what they imagine themselves to have won. 'l'he most inconceivable, 
the strongest of all kingdoms established for all eternity by a for­
saken man in the most lonely moment of his life, when he sueenm­
becl and believed himself (as was aetnally the ease) forsaken of 
Clod.'' 
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When that is the spirit which we faith:fully seek to inculcate in 
the hearts of those whom God has committed to our eare, there will 
be more and more young men :from our Christian homes who will 
flock to· our schools of the prophets with the one request: "Here 
am I, send me". Isa. 6.R. 

Norman A. Madson 
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THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 

'l'he title of this paper, the Church in the World, suggested to 
the essayist 1. That God keeps the Church in the world. 2. That lie 
keeps it there in order to exercise the power of the keys for the 
salvation of the world. 3. That the Church is greatly hindered in its 
work hy -vvidespread dissatisfaction with the results of exercising 
the power of the Keys. 4. rrhat, in order to do its work, the Church 
must preserve and increase its efficiency by exercising the power 
of the Keys in its own midst. And 5. that the Church must expect 
to bear a cross as it does its work. 

The Church, in the proper sense of the word, is not what or­
dinary conversation makes it, namely, a church building, 01' public 
worship, or some religious group of people, whether Christian or 
not. Ordinarily, the word ''church'' is never used in the proper 
sense in which Scripture almost always uses it. 

Pre-eminent among Bible-passag·es which define the Church is 
Col.1, 18. This passage says of Christ, "He is the head of the body, 
the Church". The Church is thus defined as a body whose head is 
Christ. vVith other words, the Church is something over which He 
rules. "The Church", says Eph. 5, 24, "is subject unto Christ". An­
otlu"r reason why the Church is compared with our body is given 
in such passages as 1 Cor. 12, 12.13 : ''As the body is one, and hath 
many mem bel'S, and all members of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ. Ji'or by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body". rrhat is the Chm·ch is a body of people, of many people. 
Tt is that body of people vvho are obedient to Christ, heartily ae­
eepting His vVorcl as the supreme law of their faith and life. 

'l'he l<Jpistle to the He brews identifies the Church in a different 
way as it says: "Both He that sanctifieth and they who are sancti­
fied are all one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, saying, I will declare Thy name unto My brethren, in the 
midst of the Church wm I sing praise unto rrhee ". He hr. 2, 11.12. 
According to the rules of Hebrew poetry, which the Epistle quotes 
here, the statement, "I will declare Thy name unto My brethren", 
is parallel to the statement, ''In the midst of the Church will I sing 
praise unto 'l'hee ". 'l'hus the quotation itself identifies the Church 
with Christ's brethren, while the Epistle, by using the quotation as 
it does, identifies Christ's brethren with those who are sanctified 
by Him. In short, the Church is those people whom Christ sancti­
fies and recognizes as Jlis brethren. Indeed, that statement which 
we quoted before from 1 Corinthians, "By one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body", was originally addressed" unto the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ 
,Jesus, called to be saints". 1 Cor. 1, 2, That is, also the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians recognizes only the sanctified as the Church; 
even the Church in a certain locality is only the sanctified who are 
there. 

As Christ's brethren, the sanctified must he children of God, 
inasmueh as Christ is the Son of Clod. For we cannot be someone'~ 
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brothers without being his father's children. But, as Paul says, 
"ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ .T esus ", Gal. 3, 2. 
And so we can identify the Church with people who have faith in 
Christ. Indeed, it is through faith alone, faith in Christ, that He 
sanctifies them. He himself speaks of ''them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in lYle". Acts 26, 18. 

Since Christ's brethren, the people who are sanctified by faith 
in Him, are God's children, it is not surprising that Scripture com­
pares the Church to a household. It does this, for example, in Eph. 
2, 19-22 in which the Church is also compared with some other 
things. vV e read there : '' Y e are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and propheti'l, 
,Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit". Here the body of the believers is compared, 
not only with a household or family, but also with a temple. In other 
words, the Church is a living temple, made up of human bodies, 
per!'lons and souls, which depends upon the truth proclaimed by 
the apostles and prophets, but especially upon .Jesus, the central 
figure in the writings of the apostles and prophets. But still an­
other comparison is implied in the passage just quoted, namely, in 
the words, "fellow-citizens with the saints". Here the Church is 
compared with a nation. Peter, too, says to those who are ''elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of ,Jesus 
Christ" (1 Pet. 1, 2) :-"Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest­
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people". 1 Pet. 2, 9. Yes, since Christ 
is the only ruler of this holy nation, it may well be called a king­
dom. And it is so called in Scripture. It is called the kingdom of 
God, of Christ, or of heaven. To be sure, Scripture often, perhaps 
usually, refers to the blessings which come to us through faith, or 
even to God's saving· power, when it speaks of that kingdom. But 
sometimes it refers to the people of the kingdom. ,Jesus uses the ex­
pression in both senses when He says: "Suffer the little children 
to come unto lYle, and forbid them not: for of such (that is, of such 
people) is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, ·whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God (that is, its blessings) as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein". Mark 10, 14:.15. Because of 
the blessings which the believers have in common, the Apostles 
Creed calls the Church a communion, that is, a community, a group 
of people having certain things in common. And other comparisoni'l 
might be mentioned here. 

vVhile we could say more on this point, what we have already 
said should be enough to show that the Church, except in a figura­
tive sense, is not some external org·anization or some humanly dis­
cernible group of people, hut a body of people which cannot be dis­
cerned by men. It is those people, but only those, who, being sancti­
fied through faith in Christ, are obedient to Him, heartily accepting 
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His Word as the supreme law according· to which they shoukl he­
li<wc tm(l aet. 

Indeed, we would he unahlP to ]()(~ate the Chtu·eh, had Uod not 
promised that His vYord hears fruit vvhe1·ever it is in use. But Jle 
has promised this, for example in Isaiah 55, 10.11, when He says of 
His vVord: "It shall not return unto lVIe void, but it shall accom­
plish that which T please, and prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it". rrhis promise is implied in Christ's Parahle of the Sower 
-vv h\ich finds among the hearers of the \:V ord, also such as ''in an 
honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patie1ice ". Luke 8,5-15. Consequently, the use of 

· God's vVord, especially its public use, and more especially its public 
use in unadulterated form, is a sure mark of the Church, that is, a 
sign of its presence and location. Bearing this in mind, we can well 
understand the complaint of the psalmist Asaph: "vVe see not our 
signs: there is no more any prophet''. Ps. 74, 9. Therefore, when 
the Scriptures direct us to the Church in the proper sense of the 
word, we should look for its marks and know from them where the 
Church is. 

At this point, it may he well to insert a word also about the 
practical nature of the Scriptural doctrine conceming the natm·e 
and essence of the Church. rl'his doctrine is not something which is 
to l1e handled as a mere theory. It is to he applied, for example. 
when we are talking ahout tlw st1·engthening anfl hnilding of the 
Church, or when we are making an effo1·t to tlo these things. Let us 
1.hen he talking alwu the 1·eal Chntd1, and wmking I'm· it, and no1 
for some iliseeJ·nihle J·eligious gnl\1]) whieh will eventually clissolvr. 
Or when we m·e talking- ahout the wm·k of the Clnll'eh, let us J'i1·st 
be sm·e that we have that Chul'(~h in ndncl, against whieh ilw ga.tc•s 
of hell will lWVe1· Jll'evail. 

This Chureh is in the world. And hy "wm·lil ", we now mean, not 
the earth on whieh we live, or the human race as a whole, hut rather 
only those people who do not belong to the Church, that is, the Ull­

believers. vVe now use the word as .John does in the statem.ent: 
"Marvel not, my hretht·en, if the world hate you. \Ve know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the hrethren". 
1.John 3, 13.14 .• Jesus, too, spoke of the world in this sense when He 
said of His apostles: ''']'hey are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world". John 17, 16. 

'l'he Church is in the wcn·lcl. 'l'hat is, the believers live among 
the unbelivers, both manifest and secret, perhaps even in the same 
household. And although God does not want any to be unbelieving, 
yet He does not, for this reason, want the believers to separate 
themselves from the world, for example, by becoming hermits. 
Praying for His apostles, Jesus said: "I pray not that Thou should­
est take them out of the wol'ld, but that Thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil" (John 17, 15); and a little later (v.18): "As Th011 
hast sent lVIe into the world, even so have I also sent them into the 
world". And He 1vantecl this to apply also to the other believers. 
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li'or, without. repeating what He had just said about the apostles. 
He prayed also for all future believers (v.20), so that they lllig·h1 
11ot he different from the apostles, hut rathet· lw one with thelll 
(v.21). Thus He implied that the future believers, too, were to be in 
the world. 'l'he Parable of the Tares and the Parable of the Net 
teach that God wants the Church to remain in the world until the 
Last Day, Matthew 13. In the Parable of the '!'ares, Jesus shows 
that the intermingling of manifest unbelievers with believers in the 
world should not move His servants to seek the eradication of un­
believers from the world, but that this eradication will he accom­
plished by the angels on ,Judgment Day. 'l'he Parable of the "Net 
'l'hat Gathered of Every Kind" teaches much the same lesson, only 
that secret unbelievers, or hypocrites rather than manifest un­
believers, are meant by the bad fish. 

II 
God keeps the Church in the world for a purpose. The Church 

is to exercise the power of the Keys for the salvation of the world. 
The Church should exercise this power also for its own salvation, 
as we shall see later. And there arc some other things which tht> 
Church should do. It should relieve the needy who cannot be relieve'1 
in any other way. For Paul says, "If any man or woman that 
believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the Church 
be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed". 
] Tim. 5, 16. And 1 Cor. 16, 1 speaks of a collection for needy 
believers. Indeed, one of the chief inter-congregational projects of 
the Apostolic Age was collections for needy believers. See Acts 11, 
29; Rom. 15, 26; 2 Cor. 9, 1 ff. Morever, according to 1 Cor. 6, 1-8, 
the Church should act as a court of final appeal in controversies 
between its members, so that they need not put it to public shame 
by going before earthly courts for a settlement. However, these are 
obligations which the Church has over against its own members, and 
not over against the world. And we are now discussing the purpose 
for which the Church is in the world. Indeed, were the Church not in 
the world, it would have no needy or disagreeing members. 

-V·l e had better insert here that when we say that the Church is 
obliged to care only for its own needy, we ai'e not denying that 
believers should do good to all people. They should. Gal. 6, J 0. 
But a distinction should be drawn here and at other points between 
Christians as individuals and Christians as members of the body of 
Christ. He Himself draws this distinction in Matt. 18, 15-17. He 
distinguishes there between my brother who has sinned, me who 
have seen him sin, and even one or two others whose assistance J 
may need in winning him, on the one hand, and the Church which, 
if necessary, should finally admonish the sinning brother, on the 
other hand. The same distinction is observed in 1 Tim. 5, 16, which 
we read before, between the heliever who can care for his needy 
relative, and the Church which is to care for widows who have no 
one else to care for them. vV e believe that this distinction is widely 
overlooked, with the result that many think that anything which 
Christians as individuals may properly do, the Church, too, may 
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properly do, and that what they should do, it, too should do. No 
doubt, this partly explains the social gospel, that is, the conviction 
that the Church has social obligations, but then also the backward­
ness of many Lutherans and of others in taking part in social and 
civic activities. In other words, on the one hand, since Christians 
as individuals have social obligations which God's \Vord lays upon 
them, it is wrongly thought that Christians as the Church have such 
obligations; and, on the other hand, since the Church as a body 
does not have social obligations, some of its members have wrongly 
concluded that they, also as individuals, do not have such obliga­
tions, and hence they have isolated themselves more or less from 
civic and social life. Bven the Greek word for ''church'' teaches us 
that we should not think here of Christians as individuals, each 
working for himself, but of Christians as a single body. The Greek 
word is ekklesia, and it means ''assembly''. The individuals who 
make up this assembly have more duties as individuals, than they 
have as members of the assembly.-vVe repeat, then, that God keeps 
the Church in the world in order to exercise the power of the Keys 
for the salvation of the world. 

\Ve are speaking of those keys concerning which Jesus said to 
Peter: "I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven". 
Matt. 16, 19. They are the things which lock and unlock the king­
dom of heaven to men. They are the divine forgiveness of sins which 
alone opens heaven to men, and the withholding of that forgiveness 
which alone closes heaven to men. By healing· a palsied man, Christ 
once demonstrated His authority to forgive sins on earth, that is, to 
forgive them in God's name and stead. Matt. 9, 6. 'l'his very same 
authority, He has given to His people on earth. From Him, they 
have the authority to fm·give sins and, what is often unknown or 
ignored, the authority to withhold forgiveness, in God's name and 
stead, not of course in an arbitrary way, but according to God's 
vVord. Jesus told Peter: "I will give unto thee the keys of the king­
dom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
hound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven". Matt. 16, 19. Not long afterwards, He assured 
all the apostles that they had this authority, namely, when He said 
to them concerning the sinning brother : ''If he neglect to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. 
Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall he 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven". Matt. 18, 17.18. In other words, the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, the authority to fasten and unfasten the door­
chain of God's spiritual house, were not given only to Peter, but to 
all the apostles. And this authority was not given to them as apostles, 
but rather as believers. This is clear from the fact that Paul ordered 
the Corinthian congregation to use both keys. Speaking of a sinning 
member of the congTegation, Paul told it "to deliver such an one 
unto Satan" (1 Cor. 5, 5), something that the congregation did 
simply by withholding God's forgiveness from that member. For 
anyone who has God's forgiveness belongs to Him, but anyone who 
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does not have it belongs to Satan. ·when J"esus sent out Paul to 
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, Jesus told him, ''I send thee to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith 
that is in Me". Acts 26, 17.18. Later on, after that sinning member 
had repented, Paul wrote to the Corinthian congregation: '' Y e 
ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such an 
one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow". 2 Cor. 2, 7. 
And we see that Paul was speaking, not of human forgiveness, but of 
divine forgiveness, when he then says, '"l'o whom ye forgive any­
thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave anything to whom I forgave 
it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ". 2 Cor.2, 10. 
Peter calls the believers "a royal priesthood", thus teaching that 
they are kings and priests. 1 Pet. 2, 9. But one of the chief functions 
of priests and kings is to condemn the guilty or to pardon them. 

Let us emphasize that we are not now speaking about human 
forgiveness. God has strictly forbidden us to withold our own human 
forgiveness from anyone at any time. vV e should never hold " 
grudge against anyone, even while we are closing heaven to some 
one. But we are speaking here of God's forgiveness, that same for­
giveness which Jesus bestowed upon the palsied man in the words: 
"Thy sins be forgiven thee", and which He then demonstrated His 
authority to bestow. This divine forgiveness, we should withold 
from the impenitent so long as they do not repent, even though we 
should at the same time not withhold our own personal forgiveness 
from them. vVhenever we withold God's forgiveness, we should de 
this in love, so that we may not hurt our erring brother unneces­
sarily, and so that our act may be pleasing to God, even though a 
wrong motive does not invalidate such an act. Phil. 1, 18. The main 
point, then, is this, that, as Christ had authority to extend and to 
withold forgiveness in His Father's stead, so does His Church have 
authority to witholcl and to extend this same forgiveness. 

The Church exercises the power of the Keys simply by adminis­
tering the Law and the Gospel, and in no other way. By the I_,aw~, 
the Church witholds God's forgiveness from those to whom it ad­
ministers the Law only. F'or there is no forgiveness whatever in the 
Law; but it finds all men guilty, and condemns them to death. 
"vVhat things soever the Law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the Law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God". Rom. 3,19. The Law is "the minis­
tration of death ... and of condemnation". 2 Cor. 3, 7.9. The Law 
therefore is the key with which the Church closes heaven to sinners. 
that is, if it applies only the Law to them. The Gospel, on the other 
hand, is the key with which the Church opens heaven to them. l<'or 
the Gospel is the divine declaration: "I have forgiven you all your 
sins". That is, the Gospel either assures us of this forgiveness, or 
speaks of its causes or of its effects. It is therefore called "the word 
of His grace", "the gospel of peace", and "the gospel of the king­
dom". Acts 20, 24; Eph. 6, 15; Matt. 24, 14. And inasmuch as Gocl 
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has connected the Gospel with earthly elements to make two sacra· 
ments, Baptism and tlw Lord's Supper, the::;e, too, are as::;m·anct>s 
and declarations of God's forgivenrss. Acts 22, 16. Matt. 26, 1 B. 
Strictly speaking, the Lord'::; Supper ::;hould not be included here 
even though it brings divine forgivenes::;. For this sacrament is noi 
for the world, but only for the Church; and we are now speaking 
of the Church in the world. '!'his may fully explain why Jesus did 
not mention the I~ord 's Supper, hut only Baptism and His \Vord in 
His great commission. Matt. 28, 19.20: ''Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Pather, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
what::;oever I have commanded you''. Mark 16, 15.16: ''Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth, and is baptized, shall be ::;aved; and he that believeth 
not shall be damned". Yes, the Church withholds Gods forgiveness 
from those to whom it applies His Law alone, while it extends His 
:forgiveness to all to whom it applies the Gospel, even though it 
also applies the Law to them. For not the Law, but the Gospel, is 
the final word of God. ''The covenant, that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ, the Law, ·which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 
effect". Gal. 3, 17. '"l'he Law entered that sin might abound. But 
·where sin abounded, grace did much more abound". Rom. 5, 20. 

Now then, God keeps the Church in the world in order to exer­
cise the power of the Keys th]'(mgh Tlis vYord and Baptism for the 
salvation of the worltl. So far as the unbelieving world is concerne<l 
1 his is the only pm·po::;e an<l work and office of the Church; and 
woul<l that Christendom in general knew and rememberetl this! vYP 
read, .Tohn 20, 21-2:3: "Then said .Tesns t.o them again, Peaee he 
unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when 
He had ::;aid this, He hl'eathed on them, and saith unto them, Reeeive 
ye the Holy Ghost: ·whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whosesoeve1· sins ye retain, they are retained". Remem. 
bering that .Jesus breathed on His disciples in orde1· to sym holize 
the gift of His Spirit to them, we can run His words togethe1· thus • 
''As lVIy Fathe1· hath SPnt Me, even so send I you. Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost: whosesoPver sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whosesopver sins ye retain, they are retained". From 
this it is appa1·ent that the Church has no other purpose in the 
world than Christ had. Fm Ile sent llis disciples into the world afl 
His Father had srnt Him into it, endowed with the Holy Ghost and 
authorized to remit and to retain sins in God's stead, that is, to 
ex. tend and to withhold God's forgiveness. And this, let it be repeat­
ed is the whole purpose, work, and office of the Church in the world. 
Peter ::;ays as much when he tells believers: ''Ye are a chosen gene-

- ration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye 
should shew forth the praises (that is, virtues) of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light". 1 PPt. 2, 9. 
The purpose of the believPrs on Parth is to show forth God's vir-
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tues in the world,-Bis holiness and justice by means of the Law 
that men may see their need of His forgiveness, and His grace and 
love by means of the Gospel, that they may hope for eternal life. 
Indeed, if the Church advertises and publishes God's virtues, what 
more need it do in the world~ If the Church goes about adminis­
tering the Law, the word of the Gospel, and Baptism in the world to 
the best of its ability, it will have its hands full, and will have neither 
time nor energy to do more for the world. For Christ's statement 
is still true and will remain true until the end: ''The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the laborers are few". Matt. 9, 37. vVe are fairly 
overwhelmed when we think only of those few places where our 
little synod now has the chance to exercise the power of the Keys 
for the salvation of the world. 

(To be Continue!d) 

D. PF1HF'F'BR 
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"BECAUSE HE LOVED US" 

"vVe love him" is the Apostle's description of the believer's 
feeling towards his God. The reason for loving God is given too, 
"because he first loved us". 1 ,John 4, 19. Yes, if there is any one 
thing an earnest seeker for the truth can glean from the Bible, it 
is the fact that God loves him, has loved him from eternity. ''I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love", says the Lord through His 
prophet Jeremiah. ,Jer. 31, 3. He can be certain of that fact from 
the way in which God has manifested His love for him, a sinner. 

How God Manisfested His Love 

Because of his sins, man deserved to be punished with tribula­
tion and anguish here, and with everlasting pain and torment, 
weeping and gnashing· of teeth in the hereafter. But then we read 
that glorious word in the Gospel which Luther has rightly called 
"the little Bible": "God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life". ,John 3, 16. Not only did He give His Son to 
the world, but as it is written: ''God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us". Rom. 5, 8. 

And Jesus, whom God gave into death for our sins, loved us 
with the same divine compassionate love, so that Paul can by in­
spiration say of Him that He "loved me and gave himself for me". 
Gal. 2, 20. Again, the same apostle shows how Christ manifested His 
love for our salvation when he declares, that "Christ also loved the 
Church and gave himself for it". Eph. 5, 25. Though the price He 
had to pay for our redemption was great, beyond all possible human 
calculation, when we consider the agony of body and soul which He 
had to endure during His Passion as our Substitute, we neverthe­
less read: "Having loved his own which were in the world, he lovecl 
them to the end". John 13, 1. 

Besides prompting Him to sacrifice Jesus for our redemption, 
God's love moved Him to acquaint us by nature spiritually dead 
people of that fact, too, and made us alive spiritually by bringing 
us to faith in Jesus as our personal Savior, for His chosen apostle 
testifies: "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where­
with he hath loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quicken­
ed us together with Christ, And hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus". Eph. 2. 
4-6. And, having given us His Spirit so that we would believe in 
Jesus for our salvation, He now calls us His children. Small wonder, 
then, that the apostle John should in holy admiration and awe give 
expression to this sentiment: "Behold, what manner of love the 
I<'ather hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God". 1 ,John 3, 1. 

Loving Equals Giving 

Thus, if anything is as clear as the summer's noonday sun, it is 
this, that loving cannot be separated from giving. The whole story of 
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our redemption, from the issuance of the first promise for our re­
demption fn the first Paradise to the bestowing of the crown of 
life in the second and etemal Paradise, is one continued story of 
giving prompted by love that knew no bounds, of a Jove that was 
wilLing to sacrifice itself to prove its genuineness. To what the holy 
writer says, every Christian will add his joyful, grateful ''Amen'': 
"In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins". 
1 John 4, 9f. Rightly does the same apostle therefore say: ''God is 
Love''. 

We Love God 

It is but natural that we Christians love our J_;ord, "because he 
first loved us". How could it be otherwise ?-Redemption from sin 
at a tremendous price, but without cost to us,-brought to the know­
ledge of that redemption, without any effort or initiative on our 
part,-and the promise of an everlasting inheritance, again, freely, 
as a gift. What Peter writes of Jesus is therefore 100% true for 
every believer: "vVhom having not seen, ye love: in whom, though 
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory". 1 Pet. 1, 8. Yes, where would we be, if God had 
not loved us~ 

Showing Our Love 

Of a truth, we love God and our Savior Jesus Christ, who first 
loved us. And since that is true, we will also manifest our love to 
God in a very tangible way. This manifestation of our love for Gocl 
will as a matter of course take the same form as did God's love for 
us, in giving·. Also on our part "to love" means" to give". One may 
give without loving, but he cannot love without giving. 

Giving Our Hearts 

And what will we give? First and foremost, our hearts. vVe will 
let Jesus make them His dwelling place by giving heed to His \Vord, 
just as Jesus has told us : ''If a man loves me, he will keep my 
words. and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him". John 14, 23. 

Giving Our Whole Self 

Then, will we not also give Him our lives, that is, so conduct 
ourselves that God's love toward us will be reflected in all that we 
say and do, that His saving name will be spread ever farther among 
men? Of the believers in Macedonia Paul declares that they "first 
gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God". 
2 Cor. 8,5. In other words, we will serve the Lord with all that we 
have and are, our talents and gifts, doing what we can with what 
we have for the preservation among us, and the ever wider procla-
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mation elsewhere, of the Sweetest Story of love ever told. Just as 
surely as he has been converted and brought to see that Jesus is 
his Savior, so surely will every Christian ask with the newly re-born 
Saul: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" Acts 9, 6. 

Giving In Connection With Praying 

In this connection, we Christians, in the Queen of all prayers, 
implore Jesus, "Thy Kingdom come." If we really mean what we 
ask, that God's Kingdom of grace should continue to come to us 
and be extended throughout the entire world through the work of 
missions, ~we will also personally have to do all we can to make that 
prayer come true. Not to do anything to bring that about, would 
he like asking· the Lord to give us daily bread but not lifting a finger 
to attain it by our own industry, or, like asking the Lord to restOl"e 
our health but not seeking the help of a physician to get riel of an 
acutely infected appendix. If we mean what we say in this petition, 
we simply will have to do something, and not just a little, but every­
thing we can, to promote His Kingdom in our midst and elsewhere. 
Otherwise-and note this well-otherwise our prayer becomes sheer 
hypocrisy. 

A Christian loves as God loves. And why~ Because the Spirit of 
God rules in his heart. ''As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God", says Paul. Rom. 8, 14. And what does God 
love most of all~ Is it not the souls of men~ Thus a Christian loves 
sueh souls too, that is, he desires their salvation, and is going to do 
what he can so that they can be saved. 

vV e say we love God, and we mean it, hut we must not forget 
that as with God's love toward us, so our love towards Him will 
just naturally show itself in a very concrete way. ~v.,r e show our love 
for· our dear ones by giving to and for them. 'l'hink how much we 
give in time, money, and at the cost of much personal convenience, 
for our children, how much we give and do for a dear friend; we 
are willing even to give our life for such, if need he. But, God is, 
o1· should he, on1· first Jove. 

Giving Of Our Means 

All Christians serve the Lord Jesus Christ in everything, as the 
inspired apostle enjoins upon them: "\Vhatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the :F'ather by him." Col. 3,17. Some of us are devoting our 
lives as ''ambassadors for Christ'' by preaching and teaching the 
story of God's love for fallen mankind. This should not be looked 
upon as a sacrifice, hut rather as a precious privilege which God 
has given us. However, as has just been said, a Christian serves 
God in everything he does, and with everything he has. Since the 
work in God's Kingdom entails certain expenditures, money is 
needed. In this respect, all who have means can serve their Lord, 
whatever their earthly calling may be, namely, by giving of their 
means toward the very same work, that of preaching the Gospel. 
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Our means, then, can be used in seeking "first the kingdom o£ 
God and his righteommess.'' Matt. 6,83. 'l'hat is in reality the easiest 
form of giving, for it requires much, much, more to give one's self 
for such work, to devote all one's energies, all one's time, and all 
one's talents to it. Yet, we will gladly do that, give of our means, 
and generously too, because we love Jesus so much, who g·ave, not 
what He could spare, not just part of Himself, not just most of Him­
self, but His all, :for us. "The love of Christ constraineth us", says 
Paul, 2 Cor. 5,14, that is, His love for us makes us want to serve 
Him also with our means. 

And that is the only kind of gift that is pleasing to God, a will­
ing· one, as His word testifies: ''Every man according as he pur­
poseth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for Godloveth a cheerful giver." 2 Cor. 9,7. 

How Much Should We Give 

How much we should give of our means is left to us, except for 
this general rule, that we give as God hath prospered us. I Cor. 16,2. 
'l'here should, however, be as much system to our giving to the Lord 
as there is to our financial transactions otherwise. Not give Him 
what is left over, but regularly reserve a certain definite percentage 
of our income for Him and His work. vY e cannot rest satisfied with 
giving the Lord a mere pittance of the means with which He has 
entrusted us in the first place, or to give on a sort of "hit and miss" 
basis. 

The believer of the Old Testament had no choice-he had to 
give one-tenth of his net income, and more, in special offerings. vV e 
of the New Testament, with our many more advantages should be 
willing out of gratitude for being delivered from the burdens of 
the Ceremonial Law (which the Old Covenant l)eople had to ob­
serve scrupulously), for being delivered from the curse of the 
lVIoral Law-to do as much freely as the Israelite of the Old Cove­
nant was compelled to do. 

vVe are not saying that we must all become "ten per centers", 
or tithers, but is there anything wrong with striving to come some­
wheres near that figure which we know was pleasing to God, since 
He Himself set it for believers under the Old Covenant. Perhaps 
we cannot give 10% of our net income, but we can try to make it 
6, 7, or 8%, or even 5% to start with, and possibly we shall some 
clay find that we can come quite close to a full 10% or even more. 
lVIany a believer finds it possible out of gratitude to God to give that 
much, 10% of his income, to the Lord, and it gives him so much 
pleasure that he would not give less for anything. 

The important thing for us to remember is, that we give in pro­
portion to the way the Lord blesses us in material goods. This much 
is certain that what we out of love give to the Lord we but lend to 
Him, and He out of His generous grace will see to it that we are 
repaid with rich dividends. 
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We Cannot Afford Not To Give 

\Ve never get rich by withholding from the Lord more than is 
proper. One may think he can get by, but the Lord has a way of 
collecting that can be disastrous. He also warns us, when speaking 
of giving: "He that soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly." 
2 Cor. 9,6. Further, we have the example of the miserly rich farmer 
who was told: ''Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided~ 
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.'' Luk. 12,20f. 

People may think they are gaining materially by not giving 
liberally, but actually they are making themselves poorer and poorer. 
The Rich Man was poor long· before he found himself in the torments 
of hell. He was poor already on earth, when in the midst of plenty 
he would not give some of his more than necessary means to relieve 
the suffering of the beggar Lazarus. 1'he reason why he was poor 
was that there was no love in his heart-he had love neither for 
God nor man. 

We Want To Give 

But we are Christians,-we do not want to have God accuse us 
of robbing Him as God had to accuse Israel in the days of Malachi 
(Chap. 3); rather, we remember what the inspired apostle has to 
say of ,Jesus and His love for us: "]<'or ye know the grace of our 
Lord ,Je:ms Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich." 2 Cor. 8,9. 
't'herefore we, just as surely as we love God, will give, give all we 
can in every way. Look at God's love for us and how He manifested 
it to us! Consider the needs of the Church! Think of how much we 
can do if we only have the means in om· treasuries! A11Cl1·emember 
that ours is a Church of the pure vVord! Truly, we have a compell­
ing motive. 

Yea, we can and will give-regularly, gladly, generously-for 
the work of the Church. '!'here is need, a great need, when souls arc 
famishing for want of the bread of life. vVe have that pure manna 
from heaven; and we have more than enough in earthly means, 
over which God has made us but the stewards, not the owners. We 
are going to bring that word to our perishing fellowmen so that 
they too might learn to love Him \Vho first loved them as well as 
us, and we are willing to pay the cost of that most noble work on 
earth. For, if our love to God and for the souls which He and we 
love be stopped up, be kept from expressing itself, it will be smoth­
ered and die. And where there is no love, there can be no saving 
faith in the God of Love. 

In fact, no one will be able to dissuade us from showing our 
love to God by giving bountifully, because we have a most glorious 
promise with respect to our giving: ''And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 

. in all things, may abound to every good work.'' 2 Cor. 9,8. vVe have 
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the assurance that we shall not suffer materially; rathct·, the more 
we give for the work of the Lord, necessary work, the more we shall 
be enabled to continue to give-and all, so that we and our fellow­
men might hear and continue to hear the story of His redeeming 
love. "WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US." \Ve 
give to Him because he first gave to us. 

Now "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 
Rev. 1.5. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
-"NL H. Otto 

WHAT DO WE OWE TO OUR CHILDREN? 

Synopsis of an Address on ''Christian Education,'' delivered at 
the convention of the Norwegian Synod, June 14, 1950. 

One of the most important subjects in the practical life of Chris­
tians today is that of the education of our children. 'l'he problem 
is of such importance that practically the entire educational ·world 
is employed in finding the answer to the question: How can we best 
meet the needs of the coming· generation in the field of instruction, 
education, and training? vVe Christians look for the amrwer to the 
\V ord of God. 

vVe rem em her, first of all, that children are a gift of God. The 
Lord tells us this in express words in Psalm 127 :3; Ps. 128 :3-6. And 
the statements of the inspired writers in these two psalms are borne 
out amply in other parts of Holy vVrit. Childlessness was reg·arded 
as an abflence of blessings on the part of the Lord. The holy women 
of Biblical times, such as Rebekah, Rachel, Hannah, Elizabeth, and 
others, like Sarah, the ancestress of the chosen race, were anxious 
to bear children. It was a cause of great rejoicing when the Lord 
granted His blessing in the home, so that the barren woman could 
hecome a joyful mother of children. Ps. 113 :9. 

\Ve keep in mind, in the second place, that our children belong 
to God; that is, they are not absolutely ours, but are, as it were, 
merely lent to us for a season, to be given back to the Lord as His 
own for time and eternity, 1 Sam. 1 :28. Our children belong to the 
Lord by the fact of creation. It is God who, by the creative act in 
holy marriage, gives the fruit of the womb to parents. And Chris­
tian parents, in particular, are conscious of this fact, regarding 
themselves as instruments in God's plan of creation and preserva­
tion. Christian parents are constantly aware of the fact that their 
children are not absolutely theirs, but that they belong to the Lord. 
-And Christian parents, in particular, are conscious of the fact that 
their children belong to the Lord by virtue of their redemption. 
It is self-evident that Christian parents bring their children to the 
Lord in Holy Baptism, as the Lord has given direction in His vVord. 
By the Sacrament of Baptism our children become members of the 
body of Christ, members together with us, enjoying the hlf'ssings 



whieh flow into their hearts by faith. In a very definite sense it is 
true of our children that the Lord has called them by name, that He 
has written them in His hands: they belong to Him.-And so our 
child1·en belong to the Lord also by virtue of their sanctification. 
In Holy Baptism the Holy Ghost has called them by the Gospel, 
th1·oup:h the washing of regeneration. Hence the Holy Spirit lives 
in their hearts and works in their minds, in 'the measure in which 
tlw ·word is employed in their instruction and training·. He who does 
not have the Spirit of God is none of His, while every one, child or 
adult. who is guided by the Spirit in and through the \Yord, may 
rejoic·.e in the power that comes to him in the everlasting ·word, a 
lamp to his feet and a guide to his way. 

On the strength of these Scriptural facts we are to appreciate, 
in the third place, that God has g·iven us specific instructions with 
reganl to what we owe our children. Speaking in a more general 
way, in Dent. 6 :6.7, the Lord has given us the direction: "These 
words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and 

. thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children,'' the word used 
in the original indicating that constant drilling in the truth of God's 
\.Y orcl is essential in the education and training of our children. In 
the .Jewish Church this admonition of the Lord was so earnestly 
l1eeded that the children in the homes were taught to repeat daily 
what is called the Sh'ma, consisting in the statement: "Hear, 0 
Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord," Deut. 6 :4, together with a 
number of other passages. The constant repetition of this statement. 
together with the proper ex11lanation, was reg·ardecl as a funda­
mental part of instruction and training in the homes of the believers. 
And the same truth is presented for consideration of Christian 
parents in the New Testament, in the well-known words of the 
apostle: "Y e fathers, ... bring up your children in the nurture and 
admonition of thr Lord,'' Eph. 6 :4, that is, deal with them in the 
same manner in which the Lord deals with you, by proper educa­
tion and discipline. The word, as used in Holy ·writ, includes every 
form of guidance, instruction as well as restraint. Holy Scriptures 
rightly distinguish bet·wren legalistic severity and sinful lenience. 
\Ve know what the Lord trlls us about the fact that the imagination 
of man's heart is evil from his youth, and that foolishness is bound 
up in the heart of the child. \Yhile the restrictions of the Law are 
very frequently necessary and may not be discarded, we should 
never forget that the \Yord of God, properly applied, is the only in­
strument to produce the reaction ·which we desire on the part of our 
childre11. 

But here the objection might be raised: All these admonitions 
are addressed either to the parents alone, or to the parents of chil­
dren. How do they concern the Christian cong-regation? \Vhy should 
we establish and maintain Christian parish schools? Now it is very 
true that Christian parents cannot shed the responsibility of their 
parenthood and their obligations over against their children, no 
matter how good the parish school may be to which they entrust 
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their offspring. lf there is no proper cooperation hetweeu the Chris­
tian school and the Christian home, the objectives of Christian edu­
cation cannot be achieved. Therefore Christian parents will be par­
ticularly anxious to have a Christian school for their children. But, 
on the other hand, it would be altogether out of order for members 
of a Christian congregation to say: Let the parents who have chil­
clren of school age take care of their Christian schooling; as for 
us, we have no children in school. No, all members of a Christian 
congregation must feel the responsibility for the souls of the chil­
dren. This is true, for one, by virtue of the Great Commission, even 
in mission stations where many or even all of the children in Sun­
clay school are not yet baptized. For the Lord says that we are to 
teach all nations the great truths of the Christian religion, specifi­
cally those pertaining to their salvation, and to instruct them with 
regard to all things whatsoever He has commanded us.-And as for 
the baptized children of our parishes we must keep in mind at all 
times that they are our responsibility by virtue of their member­
ship in the body of Christ with us. The apostle tells us, by inspira­
tion of the Holy Spirit, that we are all children of God by faith in 
Christ ,Jesus, as many of us as have been baptized being members of 
His body together, Gal. 5 :26.27; 1 Cor. 12 :12. 

vV e are bound to conclude then, on the basis of Holy vVrit, that 
not only the parents, but the entire Christian congregation has the 
responsibility for the instruction, education, and training of the 
children of the parish and of all others whom the ministers and 
teachers of the vVorcl can reach with the vVord. And this means, 
l)roperly understood, the education of the entire man, body, mind, 
and soul. The purpose of God will not be adequately served by part­
time instruction only, as in Sunday schools or in released time class­
es. In a school that measures up to the ideal of God's directions, all 
the subjects in the course of study should be taught in the light of 
the vV ord of God and the Christian religion. This, as a matter of 
fact, includes a thorough training in the fundamentals of the Chris­
tian faith, so that all children will know the way of salvation and 
be adequately grounded in the ·word of Truth. But it includes also 
the training in other subjects, in geography, in history, even in 
arithmetic, for only a Christian teacher will be able to give the 
pupils that background of Christian thinking, of a right Christian 
philosophy of life, which will give the believer the right judgment 
in all things, 1 Cor. 2 :15. It may rightly be said that the f;ord ad­
dresses not only the individual parent, but the entire Christian 
congregation when He states: ''Train up the child in the way in 
·which he shall go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.'' 
Prov. 22 :6. -

P. E. Kretzmann. 
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-------------------------------~---~-------

REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

PREAMBLE 

In every organization it becomes advisable from time to time to 
examine its work with a view toward improvement in cooperation 
between the various branches of the work, toward greater efficiency, 
and toward better methods of operation. vYith these thoughts in 
mind the 1949 Convention of the Norwegian Synod elected a Plan­
ning Board, consisting of representatives of the major synodical 
hoards. The duties of this Board were: '' 1. promote closer relations 
between the Boards of the Synod. 2. suggest a long term program 
and policy for the Synod. 3. bring advice to the individual officers, to 
committees, and to the convention itself toward simplicity, co-orcli­
nation, and unity in the work. 4. make a study of the 'synodical 
machinery' and bring recommendations to the Synod as to what 
revisions can be made in the set-up toward expediting the work." 
(1949 Synod Report, p. 13). 'l'he Planning Board has met and, in 
accordance with the instructions above, comes with its recommen­
dations. Some of these recommendations to officers and committees 
are of little interest to the Synod as a whole, and for this reason 
they have been individually made to the person or persons con­
cerned, although they are available to anyone interested. The recom­
nHl'ndations which are of concern to the Synod at large are as 
follows: 

I. PROGRAM AND POLICY OF THE SYNOD 

Vv e recommend : 
1. that the Synod organize a corporation and elect directors of said 

corporation for the immediate care of our aged. 
2. that the Synod establish uniform three year terms of office for 

all board members, dates of election to be staggered. 
3. that the Synod discontinue the Church Extension Board as a 

separate board and that its duties be assumed by a committee of 
the Home Mission Board, said committee to be elected by the 
Synod. 

4. that the Synod urge all its congregations to make greater use of 
the Synod Report, Sentinel, and other materials to increase know­
ledge of the Synod and its work. 

5. that the Synod urge all congregations to adopt blanket distri­
bution of the Synod Report. 

II. TO VARIOUS BOARDS 

We recommend TO 'l'HE BOARD OF REGENTS: 
1. that vocational (practical arts) training be increased at B. L. C. 
2. that B. L. C. inaugurate a fully accredited program in education 

with a view to a four year B. S. degree. 
3. that the Synod be informe1dl both of the extra cost and of the 

necessity of these changes in curriculum. 
4. that the resolution of the 1949 Synod be amended to read that 

the Centennial Collection "shall be used for expansion, repairs, 
and improvements at B. L. C." 

5. that the Wiese Library be put in usable order for seminary 
students. 

6. that a program of practical pastora;l work be inaugurated for 
seminary students during the academic year. 
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'rO THE PUBLICA'l'ION BOARD 
that prices be raised on "Sentinel" to $2.00 for individual sub­
scriptions and $1.50 for blanket; on "Tidende" to $1.50. 

'rO 'rHE HOlVIE lVIISSION BOARD 
1. that it avoid starting and continuing Home Mission Cong-rega­

tions in unpromising and unfruitful areas. 
2. that it avoid making long term financial commitments to con­

gregations. 

TO THE S'rUDENT AID COlVIlVIITTEE 
that it formulate a plan for aiding not only theological and pre­
theological students but also other needy students. 

TO THE FINANCE BOARD 
that it use the Unified Budget method of apprising congregations 
of the needs of the Synod. 

II. TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SYNOD 

\V e recommend : 
1. that he stimulate the activity of the visitors. 
2. that he turn over some of his duties to the Vice-President, such 

as, an annual visit to each Syndd!ical Board and directing pub­
licity for each Board. 

,T. A. 0. Preus, Sec. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISCELLANEOUS 
MATTERS (as adopted) 

RE COMMITTEE TERMS: 
The term of office for all board members shall be three years, 
election of members to be staggered .. 

RE THE CORNWALL MISSION: 
1. The Home MissionBoard shall have charge of the Cornwall Mis­

sion in England. 
2. The Home Mission Board shall draw up the policy governing the 

Cornwall Mission and report to the 1951 Convention of the 
Synod for consideration and action. 

3. The Cornwall Mission Fund shall remain a separate fund for the 
time being. 

RE THE DATE FOR THE 1951 CONVENTION: 
Resolved to refer this matter to the President anldi Secretary of 
the Synod, who are to announce the time set by January 1, 1951. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 

'rhe blessings of Almighty God have rested in a singular manner 
on our Home lVIission work during the past year. Our missionaries 
were permitted to carry on their work without the interruption of 
serious illness or undue disturbance. Ninety-four souls were added 
to the Church through their ministrations. And the contributions 
for Home lVIission work exceeded all expectations. $17,423.36 was 
contributed for Home Missions by way of our Synodical treasury. 
'l'hus the Home lVIission Board was enabled to come within $115.81 
of meeting all expenses in connection with our Home lVIission work 
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in spite of the fact that the needs of our Home lVIissiou program, 
clue to additional projects, far exceeded the budget which had heen 
set at the beginning of the fiscal year. 

The one new mission added to our program, the Hiawatha lVIis­
sion of lVIinneapolis, Rev. ,Julian G. Anderson, pastor, was granted 
$5,000.00 to aid in erecting a suitable building. The Immanuel Con­
gregation of Holton, Michigan, was granted $3,000.00. This in ac­
cordance with the established policy of the Synod and in considera­
tion of the fact that it is hardly possible under present circumstances 
to carry on mission work without providing adequate facilities for 
holding services, and living quarters for the missionary. 

The matter of establishing new missions should be of deepest 
concern to all, especially so since we have established our own semi­
nary and are graduating an increasing number of theological cancli­
dates. It is hardly to be expected that, in the normal course of 
events, death and retirement among present workers in our Synod 
will be sufficiently large to provide for the placing of all graduates 
of our seminary. r:L'wo theological candidates were graduated this 
year, next year there will be three, and in 1952 we will have, God 
willing, five candidates for the ministry. It can readily be seen that 
unless something is clone at once to make provisions for placing 
these candidates, the spirit and zeal for the Office of the Holy lVIin­
istry among the young men of our church will be gravely affected. 
The only permanent solution, next to the grace of God, lies in this 
that every pastor and every congregation come to the realization 
that they must ever be seeking opportunity for expanding their 
work and be making every effort to increase in zeal for missions. 

In accordance with the instructions of the Synod Convention in 
1949 the Home Mission Board prepared suggestions for the con­
ducting of mission surveys throughout the Synod. These suggestions 
were mailed to all pastors. Arrangements were made for special 
meetings with all the pastors in various groups throughout our 
Synod, where members of the Home Mission Board were present to 
explain the project outlined in the material which had been furnish­
ed, and to urge a com·se of action. 'l'he results were highly encourag­
ing for the most part, both as to the interest shown and the action 
taken. Subsequent reports show that several congregations have 
made definite plans, and in some cases new members were obtained 
and new fields explored. 

But this survey must not, clare not be considered final. Every 
congregation must continue to urge this course of action looking 
for new opportunities to testify to the truth of the unconditioned 
Gospel, which we possess, and to share it with others in the com­
munity. It is only as our individual members become convinced of 
their obligation to testify that we shall find an increase of life and 
zeal in our Synod, so that the means, as well as the opportunities 
and fruitful locations for opening new missions, will not be lacking. 
Then also we shall experience no difficulty in placing our ministerial 
graduates. · 
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'l'he matter of placing theological students for summer work is 
also of serious concern, since but few of the congregations in our 
Synod seem to realize the necessity for granting these students an 
opportunity to work in their midst so that they may gain invaluable 
experience for their future calling. In order that more congrega­
tions might be encouraged to make use of these students for the 
summer, the Home JVIission Board offers the following proposals: 

1. That Synod resolve that funds be allocated from the Student 
Aid Fund to pay for student summer work, and 

2. That all congregations of Synod be encouraged to increase their 
regular contributions to the Student Aid Fund. 

H. A. Theiste, Field Secretary 

PROTEST FROM WESTERN KOSHKONONG CONGREGATION 

At its quarterly meeting, Sept. 11, 1949, the 'Western Koshko­
nong Congregation resolved, upon recommendation of its pastor, to 
protest paragraph 4 of the Recommendations of the Convention 
Committee on Horne Missions, p. G1 of printed Report, 1949. 

Percy Swalheim, Secretary 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE ON 
HOME MISSIONS (as adopted) 

1. The Syno!di urges those congregations which are making the in­
tensive local mission survey recommended by the Synod at last 
year's convention to continue their work, and it urges especially 
that those congregations which have not yet made such an inten­
sive survey make plans to do so this coming fall, if possible. 

2. In view of the fact that the resolution concerning Home Missions 
subsidy found on page 58, paragraph 2, of the 1949 report has 
caused some confusion, the resolution concerning subsidy re­
duction in the 1943 Report, page 58, paragraph 6, is substituted 
for it. 

REPORT OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION BOARD 

Since the Synod last convened the Church Bxtension Board 
has held two meetings. Some work also hm; heen done hy correspon­
dence. 

The fiscal year May 1, 1949 - April 30, 1950, was a fair yeae 
for the Church Extension Fund. '!'he Board wishes to commend three 
congregations for completing payments of loans from the General 
Account. Those who completed their payments were: Cross Lake 
Lutheran Church, F'osston, Minnesota ; Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Currie, Minnesota; and Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, 
Amherst Junction, vYisconsin .. The Board commends also those who 
have in the past year complied with the "Rules Governing Church 
Extension Fund" and have paid at least their "One tenth . . . . 
annually.'' :May this serve as an example to those who have not 
clone so. A request for the renewal of one note was received by the 
Board. Renewal was granted for a term of seven years. 
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During the fiscal year, two loans were granted from the Church 
Extension Fund General Account. Upon request of the Home lVIission 
Board a loan of $3,000.00 was granted to Immanuel ]~utheran 
Church, Holton, Michigan. Also an additional $1,000.00 was granted 
to Parkland lmtheran Church, Parkland, vVashington. From the 
special vVisconsin Corporation Account three loans were granted. A 
loan of $400.00 to Our Saviour's Luth. Church, Amherst .Junction, 
vVisconsin ('l'his was also reported in last year's Report) ; two loans, 
one of $600.00 and one of $1,000.00 were g-ranted to Calvary Luth­
eran Church, Eau Claire, vVisconsin. A loan of $1,600.00 has been 
granted already in the new fiscal year to Concordia Lutheran 
Church, Eau Claire, vVisconsin. (This loan was granted on lVIay 
8, 1950). 

CHURCH EXTENSION WISCONSIN CORPORATION ACCOUNT 
Original 

Debtor Loan 
Conccirdia-Eau Claire ______ $4,000.00 
Pinehurst-Eau Claire ____ 3,500.00 
Our Sav.-Amherst June. 400.00 
Calvary-Eau Claire 600.00 
Calvary-Eau Claire ___ ______ 1,000.00 

Amt.Pd 
This Yr. 

140.00 
50.00 
none 
none 
none 

Total 
Amt.Pd. 

700.00 
330.00 

none 
none 
none 

Total --------------------- $9,500.00 190.00 1,030.00 
The Synod a!diopted the above report. 

REPORT ON COLORED MISSIONS 

Balance 
Due 
3,300.00 
3,170.00 

400.00 
600.00 

1,000.00 

8,470.00 

Yr. 
Due 

52 
57 
59 
59 
60 

During the course of the past year, a number of our Norwegian 
Synod congregations were given an opportunity of hearing a direct 
report of the work that is being carried on in the African field, by 
our own l'Cpresentative in that field, Rev. Paul Anderson. For the 
benefit of those who did not hear him, we would like to include in 
this report some comparative statistics from Africa which we be­
lieve will be of interest to everyone. 

1946 1947 1948 1949 
Churches ______ -------------------- 83 108 130 140 
Baptized members 11,125 13,295 16,225 19,576 
Communicants --------------- 4,148 4,682 5,448 6,304 
Baptisms _______ _______________ 1,603 2,935 3,168 3,534 
Communed ------------------------- 10,395 11,893 13,627 16,464 
Confirmations ----------------- 500 821 983 1,196 
Schools ------------- ----------------------------- 67 87 94 109 
Pupils -----------------------------·--·--····-- 4,657 6,201 7,430 8,851 

God has indeed wondrously blessed our efforts in Nigeria. The 
cornerstone for our Nigerian Seminary has been laid, a Secondary 
School has been opened and we are now hoping for an adequate 
supply of native ministers and Christian Day School teachers in the 
near future, who might assume the responsibilities that have been 
carried heretofore by our American workers. Pastor Anderson, 
while here in the States on his furlough, was at times seriously 
troubled with the affliction known as filaria, brought about by a 
worm that burrows its way into the human system and causes con­
siderable discomfort. The last report we received mentioned that a 
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doctor at the Mayo Clinic at l~ochester had found a powerful drug 
for the treatment of filaria and that Pastor Amlenwn hoped to con­
sult with this specialist before lw is scheduled to return to Africa 
on the lOth of May. vV e implore the Lord's blessing upon our mis­
sionary, his family and his work. 

Due to a proposed expansion program and also to the fact that 
in many instances the salaries of the wod{ers simply must be raised 
to more respectable levels, the budget for 1950-51 will have to be 
increased considerably. This applies both to domestic and foreign 
missions. For example, there is an excellent opportunity awaiting 
us, at -walterboro, South Carolina; an urgent appeal to bring the 
Gospel of Salvation to Arkansas, where there is not a single Luth­
eran Mission, has been directed to the Synodical Conference Mis­
sion Board; and there are similar opportunities in the states of 
Florida, Georg·ia, and Virginia, where surveys reveal abject spiritual 
poverty. Then on the African side of the ledger there must be bud­
get increases also to help in providing temporary bush houses for 
five new workers, to finance the reprinting of the Efik Bible His­
tory, to give our workers better medical attention and to cover the 
salaries of the additional laborers, to mention but a few items. vVe 
pray that the Lord will bless our people with a willingness to con­
tinue to give cheerfully and generously for the cause of bringing 
to our dark-skinned brethren the Gospel of Salvation, both at home 
and abroad. 

Through the liberal gift of a lay member of the vVisconsin 
Synod ($50,000) the ereetion of a suitable hospital in the Nigerian 
field is now made possible. Hospital faeilities have been a erying 
need on out mission field, and God has answerer1 our prayer also 
here. 

N. A. Madson 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COI\'IMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN AND COLORED MISSIONS (as adopted) 

1. We rejoice in the blessings which the Lord has bestowed upon the 
efforts of the laborers in the ColorEd and Nigerian Mission fields. 

2. It affords the Synod great pleasure to hear about the donation 
for a suitable hospital in the Nigerian field. May the Lord move 
others also to supply the needs of our Mission fields, and re­
member them in their prayers. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION 

'rhe Christian Day School Board has held four meetings since 
the 1949 Synod Convention. 

Eleven schools were in operation for the school year 1949-50 at 
the following places: Princeton, Minn.; St. Peter, Minn.; Mankato, 
Minn.; Lime Creek, Ia.; Somber, Iowa; vVestern Koshkonong, vVis.; 
Madison, vVis.; Parkland, vVash.; ,Jerico, Iowa; Sande, Iowa; and 
St. Mark's in Chicago, Illinois. 
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'l'he Board wishes to extend an apology because the Christian 
Day School Bulletin was not published this year. 'rhe reason was 
that your Board was unable to find an editor. The extra copies of 
the Christian Day School issue failed to matel'ialize because of pub­
lishing difficulties. 

The response to the Christmas Tree offering was splendid, and 
the Board extends its sincere thanks. 'Ve wish to remind everyone 
that our needs for the coming year will be greater than ever; please 
remember your Day School both in your prayers and gifts. Sub­
sidies granted amount to $2,350.00. Part of this however, extends 
into next year. 

REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT 

In accordance with the resolution of our last Convention, ( cf. 
Report p. 65, par 4 of the Report of the Board of Elementary Chris­
tian Education), your Superintendent of Schools submits the follow­
ing report: 

By the grace of God, our Christian Day Schools have been per­
mitted to operate in the same number as the year previous. When 
we consider a report brought from behind the "Iron Curt~in" where 
schools are opened by the teacher blandly announcing to the chil­
clren: ''There is no God'' and children, among them Christian chil­
dren, being forced to answer: ''And there never was One''; per­
haps we will the more humbly offer our sincere thanks to God for 
His grace in permitting us to conduct and maintain schools that 
open instead "In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost", and where His Name is hallowed and not desecrated. 

It was the privilege of your Superintendent to visit all our 
schools in operation during this school year, with the exception of 
the school in Parkland, vVash. He is happy to report due progress in 
all of them both as regards the physical plants in which they are 
conducted, and in the art of teaching which usually progresses 
with experience. In none of them was anything observed to be 
taught that was contrary to the vVord of God. 

Certain things were observed, however, which this Convention 
might well consider and resolve upon after clue consideration: 

1. That our Normal Department in which our teachers are trained 
provide a minimum of 6 weeks of practice teaching under ex­
perienced teachers. Congregations with such teachers might be 
encouraged to use such students by providing transportation 
costs and boarding ·them. 

2. That a catalogue of text books used in our schools be made avail­
able for all our schools, with comments o:n their merits or de­
merits. 

3. That the Synod provide a Christmas program for our schools 
and Sunday Schools that would feature our rich Scandinavian 
musical heritage. 

4. That the SynO!di cause to be written a brief history of our Nor­
wegian Synod for use in the classroom and confirmation in­
struction. 
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lt is encouraging to note that at least two inquiries have been 
made regarding the possihle opening o!' new schools in the coming 
year. Both will need some financial aid from Synod, should they 
~11aterialize. lVIay God grant them needed courage and vision to do 
so, and may He continue to bless our schools with consecrated 
teachers and pastors, with an enlightened laity that realizes the 
importance and blessing of such schools, and with an increased 
enrollment in all of them. 

G. A. R. Gullixson, Supt. of Schools 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE ON 

CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (as adopted) 

Resolved: 
1. That the Synod Encourage the Normal Department at Bethany 

Lutheran College, in which our teachers are trained, to provide 
a minimum of 6 weeks of practice teaching under experienced 
teachers in Synodical ConferEnce Christian Day Schools. 

2. That the Superintendent of Schools be empowered to compile a 
catalog of text books used in our schools, and recommended text 
books, with comments on their merits or demerits. 

3. That the Publications Board be requesteld: to provide a booklet 
of Christmas songs that would feature our rich Scandinavian 
musical heritage. (Referred to the Publications Board) 

4. That the Publications Board be requested to publish a brief and 
simple history of our Norwegian Synod suitable for the elementary 
grades. (Referred to the Centennial Committee) 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK 

The Committee states the following objectives of its woL"k: 
1. The encouragement of Christian knowledge and fellowship among 

the young people of the Norwegian Synod. 
2. The revival of the Choral Union. 
3. The furtherance of interest in Bethany Lutheran College. 

In accordance with these ohjectiver; and with the directive of 
the 1949 convention, your committee is making plans for a Synod­
wide young people's convention in 1951, to he held fr·om Saturday 
noon until the following Sunday evening. 

Your committee, furthermore, makes the following recommen­
dations to the 1950 convention of theN onvegian Synod: 
vVe propose 

a) That an annual summer camp for our Synod's young people be 
established, . 

b) That to this camp all our Synod's young people who have reacheid 
the eighth grade be invited, 

c) That the initial summer camp be conducted in 1951. 

Regarding the educational WOl'k in the young people's societies 
( cf. 1949 report, p. 76) 

a) We suggest that said work remain in the hands of the individual 
congregations, and 

b) We urge that more intensive Bible reading and Bible study be 
carried on in the individual societies. 

The Young People's "\York Committee 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMI'TTEE ON 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK (as a<loptetl) 

1. The Synod adopts the recommendations of the Committee on 
Young People's Work, as printed above. 

Resolveidi: 
2. That the Choral Union be organized so that it can take part in 

the "Synod Sunday" Services. 
3. That it be the duty of the Synod's Committee on Young People's 

Work to carry out these resolutions. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS 

'rhe Publication Board met three times the past year. Much 
business in regard to the transfer of the printing of our publications 
from Chicago was done by correspondence. 'J'he moving of the publi­
cation of LUTHERAN SENTINEL and LUTI-IERSK TIDENDE 
was necessitated first by the sale of ,John Anderson Publishing Co., 
our printer for nearly thirty years. A few months later this print 
shop was sold a second time, and the workmen there were scattered. 
It became increasingly difficult to get the printing of our papers 
done. vV e barely got an issue of Lutheran Sentinel printed about 
Christmas time by paying about twice as much as usual before. 

The Norwegian Luthersk Tidende was reduced to once a month 
from semi-monthly until the 1950 Synod meeting. A couple of polls 
of subscribers showed some of our older people anxious to have the 
Norwegian continued. But many thought it inevitable that the 
Tidende must be discontinued. The Publication Board did not feel 
that it could do so. '!'he matter was discussed at the general Pas­
toral Conference in April, and it was resolved to advise the Synod 
to continue the Norwegian Luthersk Tidende as a bi-monthly of 16 
pages a copy or as a quarterly of 32 pag·es. It is urged that the Synod 
resolve as to the size and frequency of this publication. As a quar­
terly it may also supply the need that may be felt for a "Folke 
Kalendar.'' 

A new edition of the hooklet "vVhat Stands Between?" by 
Prof. ,J. A. 0. Preus, was printed and is about sold out; another 
edition of 300 copies has been ordered from the printers. 

'rhe 1949 Synod Report was printed in 1,000 copies, of which 
quite a number remain unsold. Our pastors should feel obliged to 
push the sale of this report; otherwise our people are not aware of it. 

The Rev. lver ,Johnson, Lake Mills, Iowa, is the new Business 
Manager of our Lutheran Sentinel and of the Luthersk Tidende. 
Send all payments of subscriptions to him. 

The editorship of the Lutheran Sentinel and of the Luthersk 
Tidende remains the same as last year and is a matter for this 
Synod's consideration. 

H. A. Preus, Sec 'y. 
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MEMORIAL FROM SOUTHERN MINNESOTA-NORTHERN 
lOW A PASTORAL CONFERENCE 

'l'he Pastoral Conference of the Iowa-Southern Minnesota Cir­
cuit recommends the following to the Synod in regal'C1 to the editing 
of SENTINEL: 

1. That an editorial board of six be elected which shall include: 
a. an editor-in-chief, who is located near the place of publication. 
b. an associate e'diitor, who shall assist the editor in aU editorial 

work; 
c. four contributing editors, who shall assist the editor and as­

sociate editor in departmental and advisory work. 
2. That the business manager be a,ppointed by the editorial board. 
3. That a change in place of publication be seriously considered. 

May 10, 1950 Iowa-Southern Minnesota Pastoral Conference 
New Hampton, Iowa I<'. R. .. Weyland, Secretary 

NOMINATION TO SENTINEL EDITORSHIP 

The Pastoral Conference of the Iowa-Southern JYiinnesota Cir­
cuit nominates Juul B. Madson, Northwood, Iowa, as editor of 
SENTINEL. 

Iowa-Southern Minnesota Circuit Pastoral Conference 
F. R. vVeyland, Secy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLICATIONS (as adopted) 

1. Re Memorial from Southern Minnesota-Northern Iowa Pastoral Con­
ference. 
The Synod: 

a) refers paragraph 2 of this memorial (concerning the appoint­
ing of a business manager for SENTINEL) to the Publications 
Board. 

b) urges its Publications Board, in the interest of economy and at­
tractive printing, to consildier seriously immediate acceptance of 
the offer of the Graphic Publishing Co., Lake Mills, Iowa. (Re­
feiTed to the Synod's Publications Board) 

2. Re Recommendation of the Planning Board. 
Resolved that 

subject to the acceptance of the printing bid listed in "1-b" above, 
or a similar bid, and in keeping with the action of the Synod at 
last year's convention, (see Synod Report, 1949, page 69). the 
subscription of Sentinel be $1.50 per year for individual, and 
$1.25 for "blanket" subscriptions. 

a) that TIDENDE be published in monthly, 8-page issues. 
b) that the subscription price be $1.00 per year. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF BETHANY 
LUTHERAN COLLEGE 

The Board of Regents wishes to refer the Synod to the report 
of the President of Bethany College for the details of the operation 
of the school since the 1949 synodical convention. 

There are two matters which the Board ·wishes to bring to the 
attention of this convention. 'rhe first is the matter of the presidency 
of the College. The current four-year term of the present incumbent 
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of t11c offiee rnds with this eonvention. Aeeon1ing to the synorlieal 
n1les goveming it, your Hm1rc1 herewith plaers in nmnination as cmn­
didate for the office of J>eesident of Bethany l1utheran College for 
the term beginning lHrw and running to the synodical convention in 
1954 the name of Prof. B. vV. Teigen. 

'l'he second matter is that of permanent repairs and improve­
ments. Your Board is of the opinion that, in general, all that can he 
done should be done from year to year by way of consolidating 
what we now have at Bethany and of making it more useful. More 
specifically, at this time the Board requests: 

1. that Synod allocate funds for the much-neeld!ed enlargement and 
improvement of the washroom facilities in the dormitories; 

2. that the Synod allocate funds for the finishing of the room form­
erly used as a swimming pool. (This room cannot well longer 
serve as a swimming pool; but as it now is, it is of almost no use. 
With the proper refinishing, it could become a valuable and use­
ful room.) 

One thing was needful in the house of Mary and ·Martha at that 
first Bethany. That same thing is still the one needful thing, and 
that is the vV ord. It is needed in the formal education of our chil­
clren no less, certainly, than in other phases of our lives as Chris­
tians. The supplying of that One Thing Needful is Bethany's work. 
Toward the carrying on of that work let our prayers and our work 
be directed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE, 
1949-1950. 

']'he statistics for the year 1949-1950 are as follows: total num­
ber of students, 268, distributed thus: 'l'heological Seminary, 9 
(seniors, 2; midcUers, 2; freshmen, 5). Junior college, 126: post­
graduates, 8; sophomores, 48; freshmen, 70. Boys, 68; girls, 58. 
High school, 133: seniors, 38; juniors, 35; sophomores, 31; fresh­
men, 29. Boys, 46; girls, 87. By synods: Norwegian, 79; Missouri, 
127; vVisconsin, 46; non-Synodical Conference, 16. 

The new teachers this year have been Miss Edna Ulbricht, dean 
in the girls' dormitory; Miss Norma Seebach, college nurse ; Mr. 
,John Lau (German and Music), Mr. Reuben Stock (dean in the 
boys' dormitory), Mr. Paul Randolph (mathematics and science). 
Jn the husiness office Miss S. '['. Anderson has replaced Mr. H. G. 
Olson as college treasurer, and Rev. ,T. A. Petersen has become the 
manager of the bookstore. 

The Board has granted Professor Zimmerman a furlough of one 
year in final preparation for the doctorate. Professor Preus will 
make an extended trip to the Mediterranean countries during the 
summer months, and Miss Dagny Gullerud and Miss Barbara Ylvi­
saker similarly to the countries of Northern Europe. Several of the 
other teachers will continue their advanced studies at this or that 
university. 

54 



Of our present staff we lose JVIiss Doris Kurth( commercial de­
partment), Mr. R. Stock (who has accepted a call into the Apaclw 
Indian .Mission of tlw vYiseonsiu Synod), .Mr. H.a.n<lol ph and l\1r. 
J:<Jugene "Weber. 'L'hese teachers have done much to help us and we 
hereby express our sincere thanks for· their faithful services. 

It is only fair to report to the conYention that our erowded con­
ditions are giving nr:; more and more concern. Aceording to our best 
judgment they are having their definite effect on the students' 
health and their emotional life. 'l'here is more tension in the dormi­
tories. Discipline is beeoming more difficult. Facilities are not ade­
quate for proper living and proper study. The convention will kindly 
take all of this into consideration when discussing more details of 
the centennial project and of the proposal of the Alumni Committee. 

On the whole it is time for us all to study more earnestly than 
ever God's will to us with regard to our. whole purpose and mission 
at Bethany. Those of us who are in the direct service of the Synod 
here try to keep this before us continually, so that we in all our 
work and planning pursue a definite goal and avoid an indefinite 
and hazy striving for bigness for bigness' sake. vV e ask ourselves and 
each other as in the sight of God, \Vhat is our specific calling and 
our speeial field of service? vYhen that has become clear, pray God 
that we follow it steadfa,;tly. 

S. C. Ylvisaker·. 

BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE 

Trial Balance, June 30, 1950 
ASSETS 

Cash .......................................... . 
Petty Cash.. ... ............... .. .............. . 
American State Bank-General FuJ1ldo . 
American State Bank-Building Fund , ... 
American State Bank-Organ Fund . · 
Accounts Receivable .. .. .......... . 
Additions to Furniture and Equipment . 
Alterations and Permanent Improvements 
Automobile ........ . 
Furniture and Equi·pment . 

*Buildings ..................... . 
Library ...................... . 
Land ............................................. . 
Notes Receivable .... . ......................... . 
Unexpired Insurance ........................... . 
Bonds and Stamps 
Athletic Field Improvements 
Seconld! Hand Books 

... $ 1,127.64 
1.84 

409.05 
958.50 

4,376.26 
19,146.90 

3,432.97 
1,271.91 
1,543.75 

15,173.84 
286,853.48 

5,643.00 
10,480.25 

1,616.43 
444.21 

74.00 
2,818.38 

773.70 

Total Assets ............................................. . . ................. $356,146.11 

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 

Accounts Payable .......................................................................... $ 
Accrued Salaries ............................................................................. . 
Bethany Debt Fund ......................................................................... . 
Bonds ................................................................................................. . 
Bookstore Deposits ........................................................................ .. 
Dormitory and Gymnasium Fund .............................................. . 
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3,391.56 
449.99 

2.00 
11,248.30 

202.97 
428.99 



Building Fund --------------------- -------·--------
Notes Payable~Operation _____ -------------------
Notes Paya;ble~Regu1ar ____ -----------------------
Rent~Galstad Residence ------------------------­
Rent~Lutheran Home ------------------ ----------------- -------------------------------
Student Funds Payable ______ ----------------------------------------
Student Loan Fund ------------····---·-·----------------------------------------------------
Treasurer of Synod _ ----------------- ------------------(debit) 
Bonds anld! Stamps ------------------------- -----------------------
Withholding Tax ----------------------------------
Organ Fund ------

1,613.50 
9,500.00 
5,000.00 

245.00 
80.00 

227.73 
2,989.77 

307.34 
74.00 

213.00 
4,402.66 

Total Liabilities _____ _______________ _______________ -------------- __________ .. $ 39,762.13 
Net Worth -------------- __ ____ ___ _________ ____ ______ _ -----------$307,364.04 

*As of January 2, 1949, the Appraisal Summary gave the following: 
Cost of reproduction, new, of the Buil!ding as $749,740.00. 
Cost of reproduction less depreciation as $468,836.34. 
Insurable value as $443,194.07. 

OPERATING INCOME 

Board --------------- ---------------- ------------------------ ----------------$ 
Breakage ------ ---------------------------------------- --------------------------
Choir Income ____ ---------------- ----------------------------- --------------------------------
Diplomas _____ -------------------------- ----------------------------------
Discount on Purchases ____ ------------------------------------------------------
Dormitory Room Rent ---------------------- _______________ _ 
Gymnasium --------- ---------------- ---------------------------------------------------
Interest on Notes Receivable __ ---------------- ------------·---
Laboratory --·---------------- -------------------------------
Late Registration ____________ -------------------------------
Laundry --------------------------- ----------------------------------
Library _________ --------------------------
Miscellaneous Income ---------------- ----------------
Music Income _ --------------------------- ----------------- _____ -----------------------------
Nurse -------------------- --------------- - - -------------- ---------------------------
Office Miscellaneous _____ ---------------------- ---------------------------------
Piano and Organ Rent -------------------------------
Transcri'Pt Fees _____ -------------------------------·· 
Tuition -------·--------- --------------·--- ______________ -------------------------------------------
Typewriter Rent ------------ ------------------------ ------------·--------------------·-·--
Art -------------------------- -------------------------·-----------------
Registration Deposit _ ----------··-----------------------------·--·-

46,971.71 
748.51 

3,182.79 
253.60 

3.70 
14,574.18 

2,218.77 
8.76 

2,308.67 
34.00 

342.43 
1,232.67 

130.34 
3,002.74 
1,232.67 

568.81 
1,044.38 

22.00 
33,944.51 

435.42 
46.80 

197.00 

Total Operating Income ---------------­

OTHER INCOME 

------ --------------------------------------------$112,504.46 

Bethany College Fund ------------------------------------------$ 
Donations and Subsidy _ -----------------------------------------
Athletic Field Donations by Students -------------------------------­
Paint and Varnish Club ------------------- --------------·-------- ----------------------
Synod General Fund! _______________ ----------------------------------
Insurance Income ---------------------------- --------------------- --------------------
Public Address Fund Donation by Students ------------------------------
Clock Fund Donation by Students _______ ----------------------------------
Trophy Case Fund Donation by Students ------------- ----------------------

3,005.00 
653.49 

2,818.38 
704.82 

7,500.00 
184.18 
163.35 
214.91 
150.00 

Total Other Income ----------------------------- ------------------------------·---------------------$ 15,394.13 

Total Operating Income a:nd Other Income ____ -----------------------·---------$127,898.59 
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OPERATING EXPENSES 

Advertising -----$ 
Boarding Equipment ------------------ --------------------
Boarding Miscellaneous ---------------------
Boarding Supplies -------------------- ---------------------------
Choir Expense ______ ----------------------------------- . -------------------------------------
Diplomas ----------------- ---------------------- ------------------ ------------------------
Dormitory Repairs -----------------------------------------
Dormitory Supplies ___ ------------------- --------------------
Dormitory Breakage _____ -------------------------- ---------------------------------------
First Aid _______ ------------------------------------------------------------
Float --------------- --------------------------------
Grounds ----------------------- -------------------------------------------------- ----------------
Heat ------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------
Home Economic Supplies -------------------· --------------------·-
Art Expense ____ --------····-·······-----·-----------·--------------------------
Interest -------- ---·-·--------------·- -·····-·--------------·--------------- ----------------------· 
Laboratory Expense ....... _________ --------------·-------·---·· -···---------···---------
Laundry Expense -------------------------··--·----- -------···-···---------
Library Books anldl Magazines ---·····----····· 
Library Miscellaneous ... -----·------- _ ---------------·· 
Light -···--- -------·----··· ---------·-·-----------····--
Maintenance Supplies _______ --···----··---------
Miscellaneous Expense ----------··-·- ------···----------···-
Music Expense -----------··---- ----------------·· 
Officers' Expense ... 
Office Miscellaneous 
Office Supplies __ 
Piano Expense ---··-
Postage and Stationery ------------·--·-

Registrar's Office ·---·----·--···--
Repairs (exclusive of Roof Repair) -------------·--···· 
Salaries - Boarding ------------·--· 
Salaries - College ________ ------··-
Salaries - Janitors 
Salaries - Library 
Salaries - Office 
Scholarships ------·····--
Special Discounts 
Telephone --------·-· 
Typewriter Ex<pense 
Visual Education ....... . 
Water ····--·---··---­
Athletic Expense ... 
Organ Expense 

Total Operating Expense ... 
Non-Operating Expense 

Insurance ________ ---------··--··-· --------------·· 
Repair of Roof .. 

1,812.83 
445.88 
573.88 

22,967.62 
3.342.82 

212.77 
318.79 
254.07 
14.22 

230.93 
66.90 

4.65 
3,365.84 

123.93 
23.73 

220.60 
995.13 
150.26 
433.92 

62.40 
1,690.17 

330.85 
1,054.58 

74.19 
334.60 

10.79 
299.12 
122.50 
289.98 
213.34 
474.66 

7,891.69 
46,045.40 

6,491.55 
200.00 

4,180.94 
1,500.00 
1,777.20 

659.35 
145.32 

48.45 
763.45 

45.85 
109.70 

110,474.85 

397.37 
8,006.63 

Total Non-operating Expense _____ ______ 8,404.00 
Total Operating and Non-Operating Expense ________ 118,878.85 

This is an unaudited report and does not include interest payments 
made by the Synod Treasurer, if any, depreciation of the buHddng and its 
contents, or a distribution of such items as heat, 1ight, and boarding gas to 
the proper !d!:lpartments. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE ON 

HIGHER EDUCATION (as adopted:) 
Resolved: 

1. That this Convention declare itself not prepared to act on the 
memorial proposed by Our Savior's Congregation of Madison, 
Wisconsin, regarding an Executive Vice-President of B. L. C., 
since the duties of this office have not been duly defined. 

2. (A) That the Board of Regents be instructed to study the ad­
visability of creating the office of Dean of the College Depart­
ment and define his duties in the same manner as the present 
offices of Principal of the High School and Dean of the Seminary 
have been established and defined. (B) That they be instructed 
also to study the advisability of creating the office of Business 
Manager and define his duties. (C) That the Board of Regents be 
instructed to report their recommendations to the next Convention. 

3. That this Convention temporarily suspend the rules governing 
the election and term of office of the President of Bethany Luth­
eran College an!cli elect one candidate by a simple mapority to 
serve as President of Bethany Lutheran College until the next 
Convention. 

4. That the Board furthermore publish a statement as to the de­
sirable qualifications for candidate of the office of President of 
Bethany Lutheran College in the Lutheran Sentinel, in ample time 
for consideration by the congregations of the Synod, so that they 
may, if they wish, submit their nominations to the secretary of 
the Synod for action at the next Convention. 

5. a) That the Synod authorize the Board of Regents to make neces­
sary repairs and permanent improvements to modernize the 
plumbing in our College building. 
b) That the Synod authorize the Board of Trustees to borrow the 
necessary moneys for this expenditure against the Centennial 
offering. 

6. a) That the Boar!dl of Regents be authorized to undertake the 
remodeling of the swimming pool room for more practical use. 
b) If they cannot finance this project out of College Funds, an 
estimate of the cost and the proposed use of the room shall be 
presented for action at the next regular convention. 

7. That when the Board of Regents makes requests of the Synod for 
permanent improvements or repairs, they shall submit plans and 
accurate estimates of the cost. 

8. That the Board of Finance and Board of Regents together with 
the- Synod's Auditors, be instructed to examine the entire financial 
structure of Bethany Lutheran College, assets and liabilities, in­
cluding professors' resi'd!ences, and •present a clear and complete 
picture of the financial status of Bethany College before the 
next convention of the Synod. 

9. Resolved: That the matter of increasing vocational (practical arts) 
training at B. L. C. be referred to the Board of Regents for pos­
sible action. 

10. T'hat the Board of Regents study the possibilities of inaugurating 
a fully accredited program in education with a view to a four 
year B. S. degree and report at the next Convention of the Synod. 

11. That the Memorial Library be put in usabl'e order for seminary 
students, !d.etails to be attended to by the Board of Regents. 

12. That a program of practical pastoral work be inaugurated for 
seminary students during the academic year. 

13. That the Student Aid Committee study the whole matter of the 
collecting and disbursing of the Student Aid funds and take steps 
to place this whole matter before all congregations of the Synod, 
so as to make available more financial aid for theological students. 

14. That a revolving fun!cli be established from which loans may be 
made to non-theological students who may be in nee'di of financial 
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aid for tuition andjor board at Bethany Lutheran College, this 
fund to be administered by the Student Aid Committee. 

15. That the matter of reduced rates, scholarships, and work allow­
ances for pre-theological students at Bethany Lutheran College 
be referred to the Planning Board for study and report at the 
next Convention. 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE BOARD 

Since the last convention of the Norwegian Synod in August, 
1949, your Finance Board has held three meetings. Besides these 
meetings the Finance Board was also present at a ;joint meeting of 
various boards of Synod, and the chairman of the Board, lVI. H. Otto, 
attended two meetings of the Home lVIission Board. 

The Board during the past year has tried to keep a ·watchful 
eye on the income and expenditures of the Synod's tr~asury, and in 
their common effort the members of the Board have worked har­
moniously. It has also been the endeavor of the Board constantly to 
publicize the general and specific needs of the treasury through its 
official church organ, The Lutheran Sentinel, and through the pas­
toral conference publication, The Clergy Bulletin. It is our intention 
to continue this practice. 

vVe wish to acknowledge the generosity of the mem hers of the 
Synod who hy their contributions have helped to make the past 
year one of the hetter ones in our financial history. Despite this com­
mendation we urge you in all seriousness to recognize the fact that 
we again did not reach om· lrnclget goal. and to consider that, if we 
are to meet the obligations \Ne have assumed, we must C'outinne to 
improve our pace in synodieal giving. 

\Vhile we as a boan1 at·e presenting uo fumwl t·ecotlltlletH1ations 
to this convention, we wish to t•efet· yon to a number of recommen­
dations from other hoat·cls---t·eeommenclatiom; that. have a hearing on 
the work of the l<'inauce Hoard. 

In order to acquaint you with the needs for the fiscal year .1 950-
51, we herewith append the new budget as approved hy the "B'inanee 
Board: 

HOME MISSIONS ·-·--···-------------------------------·-·$17,850 
BE'l'IIANY COTJI.Jl~Gl<J -·---·--------------------------··-· 12,000 
SYNOD FUND ·----·------··-··-·-·---·-----·-----------·----·-· 7,000 
SElVIINARY -····-··----··-·---------····------------------------· 5,250 
CHR. DAY SCHOOL·---·---------------------------··--·-·- J ,500 
COLORED MISSIONS ·------------------- -------------· l ,500 
TNDIG:BJN'l' P AS'l'OHS ----·--··------------------··- ........ 1.500 
CHURCH :BJX'l'l<JNSION ·---··--··-----·--------····-·-· 1;000 
STUDENT FUND -·----··-··--··---··-····--·----·----···-··- 250 

Total ............................................................................................. $4 7,850 
lVIay the Lord of the Church, into whose gracious care we com­

mit the cause of our Synod, give us the will and strength so to em­
ploy also our earthly goods in His service that we may be found as 
faithful stewards of the gifts of God. 

THE FINANCB BOARD 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1. 'l'he sum of $448.70 has been added to the Thomas and Louise 
Hanson Memorial :B\mc1. This money was held on deposit for many 
years in connection with the Hanson estate but was ordered paid to 
said fund held by the Norwegian Synod. 

2. A part payment in the amount of $3,000.00 on the bequest of 
Ellen Aslakson, Holton, Michigan, has been received and, by earlier 
resolution, has been applied to the Home Mission Fund. 

3. The Board has purchased the residence at 626 Marsh Street 
to provide room for unmarried men teachers at Bethany and for 
seminary students. Purchase price, $7,800. The Board requests ap­
proval of this-purchase by the convention of the Synod. 

4. The Board approved the Home Mission Board's program of 
buying the Hawley, Minnesota, Congregationalist Church property 
on the condition that the Home Mission Board work out the details 
of finm!Cing the transaction and of assuring the payment of interest 
and principal. 

5. The residence at 631 South Second Street has been mortgaged 
for $10,000 for repairs and remodeling; the residence is now a very 
acceptable quarters for four units of the Bethany College staff. 

6. The necessary painting, repairs, and improvements at the va­
rious residences have heen made and rental rates have been estab­
lished. 

7. The legal aspects of the vYisconsin Corporation of the Synod 
are in order. The Board makes no further requests or recommen­
dations. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 1949-1950 

(Subject to audit) 

ARMY- NAVY COMMISSION 

Balance May 1, 1949 ................................................... . 
Contributions ................................................................... . 
Paid to Army-Navy Commission ................................. . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ................................................... . 

BAGLEY RESIDENCE 

Deficit May 1, 1949 ..................................................... . 
Taxes ................................................................................. . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 

59.92 
136.21 

196.13 

93.70 
7.95 

$ 136.21 
59.92 

196.13 

101.65 

101.65 101.65 
Synod holds deed to Missionary's residence at Bagley, Minnesota. Home 

Mission Fund owes Church Extension $2,125.09. 

BETHANY BUILDING FUND 
Contributions .................................................................. . 958.50 
Transferred to Bethany Bldg. Fun'd! ........................... . 958.50 
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Deficit May 1, 1949 
Contributions ___ 
Loan --------------

BETHANY COLLElGEJ FUND 

Tuition & Expense for Prof. Galstad _ 
Subsidy _______________ -------------------
Repairs at Bethany College _______ _ 
Note Paid ---------------- ................................ -
Board Meeting Expense ________________ ............... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ________________ __ ____________ _ 

732.43 

32.40 
3,500.00 
3,000.00 

300.00 
210.52 
666.25 

8,441.60 
Loans in the Bethany College Fund total $15,850.00 

BETHANY COLLEGE DEBT FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ... 
Balance April 30, 1950 ____ ------------------------------ 307.34 

307.34 

BETHANY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 
Contributions 
Paid Bethany Scholarship _ 
Paid Bethany Scholarship _ 
Balance April 30, 1950 -----·--·---·-·· 

41.44 
61.50 
71.75 

:174.69 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN HOME 

Contributions .............. . ............... . 
Paid to Bethesda Lutheran Home 90.67 

LUTHERAN CHILDREN'S FRIEND SOCIETY 

Contributions _______________ .................... .. ........ ____ __ 
Paid to Lutheran Children's Friend Society _ 44.50 

CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 __________ -------------------------------
Contributions ---------------- ................. .. 
Subsidy to Holy Cross Luth. Church, Madison, Wis. 400.00 
Subsidy to Mt. Olive-Mankato, Minn. _ ....................... . 450.00 
Boa~d Expense .......................................... ---------------------- 205.79 
Balance April 30, 1950 4,771.31 

5,827.10 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 _ -----------------------·------
Contributions ........................ --------------------
Paid on Loans .......................... .. ............. .. 
Loans-Immanuel Holton ------------------------·--· 3,000.00 

Parkland, Wash. _ ............. .. 1,000.00 
Balance April 30, 1950 ................................................... . 2,516.38 

6,516.38 
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7,441.60 
1,000.00 

8,441.60 

307.34 

307.34 

102.94 
71.75 

174.69 

90.67 

44.50 

3,898.21 
1,928.89 

5,827.10 

615.74 
1,440.24 
4,460.40 

6,516.38 



CHURCH EXTENSION CAPITAL ACCOUNT 

Balance May 1, 1949 ..................................................... . 
Loans-Immanuel Holton ............................................. . 

Parkland, Wash. . .............................................. . 
Received on Loans ------------------ ......................................... 4,460.40 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................... 33,508.43 

37,968.83 

33,968.83 
3,000.00 
1,000.00 

37,968.83 

CHURCH EXTENSION CAPITAL ACCOUNT ITEMIZED 

Notes Receivable .............................................................. 33,508.43 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Mankato ........................... . 
Concordia Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wis ............ . 
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn ........ . 
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn ........ . 
Home Mission-Bagley, Minnesota ............................. . 
Home Mission-Lakewood, Wash ................................ . 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Hawley, Minn ........ . 
Bethel Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, S. Dak. ......... . 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, New Hampton, Iowa ... . 
Parkland Lutheran Church, Parkland, Wash .......... . 
Parkland Lutheran Church, Parkland, Wash .......... . 
Salem Lutheran Church, Eagle Lake, Minn. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Calmar, Iowa ................... . 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Holton, Michigan ....... . 

33,508.43 

CHURCH EXTENSION WISCONSIN CORPORATION 

Balance May 1, 1949 ...................................................... .. 
Loan to Calvary Lutheran ............................................ .. 600.00 
Loan to Calvary Lutheran .......................................... .. 1,000.00 
Loan to Amherst Junction ......................................... .. 400.00 
Received Payments on Loans ...................................... .. 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................. .. 2,129.29 

4,029.29 

4,900.00 
1,669.90 
1,772.29 
4,240.00 
2,125.09 
1,416.73 
2,500.00 
2,726.00 

893.42 
3,115.00 
1,000.00 

700.00 
3,500.00 
2,950.00 

33,508.43 

3,839.29 

190.00 

4,029.29 

CHURCH EXTENSION WISC. CORP. CAPITAL ACCOUNT 

Balance May 1, 1949 ...................................................... .. 6,660.00 
Received Payments on Loans ..... .. ................ . 190.00 
Loan to Calvary Lutheran .......................................... .. 1,000.00 
Loan to Calvary Lutheran .......................................... .. 600.00 
Loan to Amherst Junction ............................................ . 400.00 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................. . 8,470.00 

8,660.00 8,660.00 

CHURCH EXTENSION WISC. CORPORATION ITEMIZED 

Notes Receivable ....... ....................................... 8,470.00 
Concorldia Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wis ...... .. 
Pinehurst Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wis ......... .. 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Amherst Jet., Wis. 
Calvary Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wis ........... .. 
Calvary Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wis ........... .. 

8,470.00 
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3,300.00 
3,170.00 

400.00 
600.00 

1,000.00 

8,470.00 



CHURCH EXTENSION HANNAH ENGEBRIGTSEN FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ..................................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................. . 

COLORED MISSION 

Balance May 1, 1949 . . .............................................. . 
Contributions ................................................................. . 
Payments .......................................................................... . 
St. Phillip's, Minneapolis, Minn .................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ........ . .................................. . 

CORNWALL MISSION 

Contributions .................................................................. . 
Board Expense ................................................................ . 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................... ._ ............ . 

15.00 

1,341.55 
750.00 

2,830.87 

4,922.42 

114.00 
626.23 

740.23 

DEAF INSTITUTE, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

Contributions ...... . 
Paid to Deaf Institute 

FAD NESS FUND 

Deficit May 1, 1949 . . ................... . 
Interest on $4,000.00 at 3% invested in property at 

509 South 4th St., Mankato, Minn .... 
Interest payments to Oltcu People's Home ............... . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ............... . 

The Synod holds a deed to a tract of land on Marsh 
Street, Mankato, Minn. $4,000.00 of this ftmd is 
invested in the Tufte Residence. 

20.00 

237.32 

120.00 

357.32 

GOUGHNOUR RESIDENCE (sold) 

Deficit May 1, 1949 .................................... . 
Expense ................... . .................... . 
Rent Received ..... . ................. . 

466.70 
198.35 

665.05 

15.00 

2,897.13 
2,025.29 

4,922.42 

740.23 

740.23 

20.00 

120.00 

237.32 

357.32 

665.05 

665.05 

0. M. GULLERUD MEMORIAL FUND FOR INSTITUTIONAL MISSIONS 

Balance May 1, 1949 . . ......................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................... 131.00 

E. M. HANSON MEMORIAL FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Balance A·pril 30, 1950 .................................................. . 500.00 

THOMAS AND LOUISE HANSON MEMORIAL FUND 

Balance invested in property of the Norwegian 
Synod of the Am. Ev. Luth. Church ................... . 

Balance May 1, 1949-Cash ........................................... . 
Received from Estate ..................................................... . 
Interest on Fund paid by Synod Fund ....................... . 
Pard! to Bethany College Fund ..................................... . 436.00 
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131.00 

500.00 

10,900.00 
65.98 

448.70 
436.00 



Expense for legal service ............................................... . 
Balance invested ............................................................. . 
Balance April 30, 1950-Cash ....................................... . 

57.50 
10,900.00 

457.18 
11,850.68 

THOMAS AND LOUISE HANSON F'UND SPECIAL 

Balance May 1, 1950-Bond ....................................... . 
Interest on Bond from Synod Fund ........................... . 
Paid to Mrs. W. T. Christenson .................................. .. 
Balance April 30, 1950-Bond ....................................... . 

13.93 
348.30 

362.23 

HIAWATHA MISSION-MINNEAPOLIS 

Contributions ................................................................... . 
Loans ................................................................................. . 
Repayment ....................................................................... . 
Refund on bill ................................................................... . 
Paid for Building Material .............. ,............................ 8,430.91 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................................... 992.21 

9,423.12 
Loans in this Fund total $ 9,050.00. 

HAWLEY PROPERTY-HAWLEY, MINN. 

Payment on property .................................................... .. 500.00 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ...................................................... .. 

HOME MISSIONS 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Contributions ................................................................... .. 
Ellen Aslakson Legacy .................................................. .. 
Emmaus-Minnerupolis, Minn ....................................... .. 480.00 
Salem-Eagle Lake, Minn ........................................... .. 165.00 
Mt. Olive-Mankato, Minn ............................................ . 375.00 
Bethel-Sioux Falls, S. Dak. .. ..................................... . 2,400.00 
Our Savior's-Amherst Jet., Wis ............................... .. 532.16 
Grace-Manitowoc, Wis. . .............................................. . 528.00 
Cross Lake (Rev. U. Larsen) ............................ .-........ .. 
Redeemer-New Hampton, Iowa ................................. . 

1,544.98 
950.40 

Bagley, Minn., (Rev. J. Unseth) .................................. .. 
Lakewood-Lakewood, Wash ....................................... .. 

1,262.52 
2,479.96 

Scandinavia-Holton, Mich .......................................... . 250.00 
Immanuel-Holton, Mich. . ............................................ . 340.00 
Our Savior-Hawley, Minn .......................................... . 
Immanuel-Audubon, Minn .......................................... . 

300.00 
164.97 

Trinity-Calmar, Iowa .................................................... . 1,125.00 
Rev. M. Dale .................................................................... .. 220.00 
Rev. N. Harstad ............................................................... . 88.00 
Hiawatha-Minneapolis, Minn ...................................... . 1,320.00 
Church Extension for: 

Immanuel-Holton, Mich ............................. - ....... . 
Emmaus-Minneapolis, Minn ............................... .. 

75.00 
530.00 

Lakewood-Washington ........................................ .. 200.00 
Mt. Olive-Mankato, Minn .................................... . 1,000.00 
Bagley-Bagley, Minn ............................................ . 300.00 

Home Mission Boarldi Expense ...................................... .. 985.76 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 

17,616.75 

64 

11,850.68 

348.30 
13.93 

362.23 

203.12 
9,050.00 

90.00 
80.00 

9,423.12 

500.00 

77.58 
14,423.36 

3,000.00 

115.81 

17,616.75 



INDIGENT PAS TORS' FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Contributions ................................................................... . 
Payments to: 

Rev. John Hendricks ............................................. . 
Rev. E. Hansen ....................................................... . 
Rev. A. Torgerson ................................................... . 
Mrs. Bergit Runholt .............................................. .. 
Expense ····················-·-···---·----········'-··--········--·······--··· 
Balance April 30, 1950 .......................................... .. 

JUBILEE FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949-(Bonds and Stamps) .......... .. 
Balance April 30, 1950-Bonds and Stamps ............. . 

JUBILEE FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ................................................... . 

KROGSTAD FUND 

180.00 
240.00 
300.00 
720.00 

10.85 
623.52 

2,074.37 

39.15 

12.92 

(Prof. Zimmerman, 920 Marsh St.) 
Deficit May 1, 1949 ............... ----····-·--····-·-·····-················ 4,584.39 
Loan Paid .......................................................................... 800.00 
Expense on Residence .................................................... 216.91 
From Synod Fund ........................................................... . 
Rent Received ................................................................. . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 

5,601.30 
Notes against this property total $ 1,200.00. 

LAKEWOOD MISSION---LAKEWOOD, WASH. 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Refund Insurance ........................................................... . 
Expense ............................................................................. . 
Balance ............................................................................. . 

The Synod holds a dee!di to property at Tacoma, 
Washington. The balance due to Church Ex­
tension from Home Mission is $1,416.73 

149.30 
46.90 

196.20 

MR. AND MRS. JACOB LUNDE STUDENT FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ..................................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ................................................... . 

MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNT 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Contributions for: 

India Mission ............................................................ .. 
Nigeria Seminary ..................................................... . 
Bethany Athletic Field .......................................... .. 
Japan Mission ........................................................... . 
Paint and Varnish (Bethany) ............................... . 
Bethany Auxiliary ................................................... . 
Addison Children's Home ...................................... .. 
Co-operative School at Memphis, Tenn. 
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45.00 
45.00 

990.50 
1,083.87 

2,074.37 

39.15 

12.92 

216.91 
2,642.77 
2,741.62 

5,601.30 

188.52 
7.68 

196.20 

3,500.46 

5.00 
71.75 

5.00 
2.00 

50.00 
60.00 
52.81 

110.00 



Detroit High School ............................................... . 
Lutheran Children's Friend Society ................... . 
Ebenezer Home ....................................................... . 
Nigeria Normal School ........................................... . 
St. Philip's Mission in Minneapolis ..................... . 
New Organ at Bethany ........................................ . 
Stephen's Estate for Church Extension ........... . 
Paid as designated ....................... . 
Paid to Church Extension .......................... . 
Transferred to Bethany Building ....................... . 

Balances April 30, 1950: 
Bethany Campus ..................................................... . 
European Relief ....................................................... . 
St. Philip's ................................................................. . 
Nigeria Normal School ................................... . 

MITCHELL RESIDENCE 

1,959.13 
98.00 

245.00 

2,954.75 
257.71 

70.07 
35.92 

5,620.58 

(Prof. N. Maidlson, 1115 E. Main St.) 

Deficit May 1, 1949 .......................................................... 4,161.47 
Expense .............................................................................. 521.06 
From Synod Fund ........................................................... . 
Rent from Seminary Fund ............................................. . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 

The Synod holds a deed to property at 1115 East 
Main St. 

Notes payable total $ 7,250.00. 

4,682.53 

THE REV. JOHN A. MOLDSTAD MEMORIAL FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ....................................................... . 
Contributions ................................................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ................................................... . 635.35 

635.35 

MONICH PROPERTY ON BE'rHANY CAMPUS 

Deficit May 1, 1949 ...................................................... .. 
Payments on Contract ................................................... . 
Ex:pense ............................................................................. . 
From Synod Fund ........................................................... . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 .................................................. .. 

There is a contract for deed on ~ot 12, block 9, 
Hinckley's addition to Mankato, Minn. Pay­
ments on contract will be completed this year. 

MUSEUM FUND 
Contributions ................................................................... . 
Balance April 30, 1950 ............................................... . 

OLD PEOPLE'S HOME FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ...................................................... .. 
Contributions ................................................................... . 
Rent Received ................................................................. . 
Expense for utilities and repairs ................................. . 
Christmas seals .............................................................. .. 
Old Peoples' Home Board Expense ............................ .. 
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2,037.47 
216.00 

28.95 

2,282.42 

5.00 

225.76 
339.65 

33.15 

5.00 
1.00 
1.00 

1,538.49 
70.07 
50.00 
98.00 

5,620.58 

521.06 
480.00 

3,681.47 

4,682.53 

630.35 
5.00 

635.35 

28.95 
2,253.47 

2,282.42 

5.00 

3,080.81 
2,295.09 

50.00 



Plans for New BuHding 
Balance April 30, 1950 . 

500.00 
4,327.34 

5,425.90 
$6,115.31 of Old People's Home Fund is invested in 

Petersen Residence. 

HANNAH OTTESEN STUDENT LOAN FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ·····-----·---····------···-·-·-········----------------
Payment of loan ---------------------------- .................................. . 
Balance April 30, 1950 .................................... _______________ _ 572.05 

572.05 

PETERSEN RESIDENCE 

(Four Apartments, 631 So. 2nd Street) 

Loan -------------------------·-------------------·-----·--·--------------------------·--
Rent received --------------·---------------·--·---------·------·--·-----·--·--·-­
From Synod Fund --------------·----····--··---------·-- ···--------·--·--·--
Sale of Material ----------·--·--·····----------·--------------------------····--
Paid for remodeling ........................................ .. 
Interest on loan -----------------·-------------------·-----------·------------·-
Miscellaneous Expense ................................................... . 

Old Peoples' Home Funds invested total $6,115.31. 
Notes total $4,000.00. 
Mankato Savings and Building Association holds 

first mortgage for a $10,000.00 loan. 

RADIO ACTIVITIES 

Balance May 1, 1949 ............................. .. 
Contributions ----------------------··----·------· 
Paid to Designated Stations . 

10,317.02 
272.50 
41.06 

10,630.58 

38.00 

5,425.90 

422.05 
150.00 

572.05 

10,000.00 
463.52 
161.06 

6.00 

10,630.58 

3.00 
35.00 

38.00 38.00 

PRESIDENT'S RESIDENCE 

(Bethany Campus) 
Deficit May 1, 1949 ----------·------···--·----------------·----------­
Rent Received ----------------···-------···-·--·-···-------·-------·--·--·--·-----
From Syno!d! Fund ----·------·------·----·--·------· .................. . 
Expense ----------·-------·----··-·---------·····--·-·--·---·---·--··--------------·--

SCHMIDT RESIDENCE 

208.43 

113.43 

321.86 

(Prof. N. Holte, 516 Page Ave., No. Mankato) 
Deficit May 1, 1949 ------------·------·------·--------·--··------·--------- 187.72 
From Synod Fund -------·--·---·----------------------------------·----------
Rent Received -----------------··-----------------------------------------------
Expense -------------------·---·-----------· ··--------------------------------------- 240.54 

428.26 
Notes against this property total $2,500.00. 

SCHNEIDER RESIDENCE 

(Prof. B. Teigen, 1047 E. Main St.) 
Deficit May 1, 1949 ----·--------------·--·----------------------------------- 1,213.91 
From Synod Fund --------------------------------------·----··---------------
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208.4il 
113.43 

321.86 

240.54 
187.72 

428.26 

393.73 



Payments on contract ----------------------------------------------------
Expense ......... ----------------------------------------------- .............. . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 . --------------

Notes against this property total $200.00. 
Mankato Savings and Building Association holds 

first mortgage. 

SEMINARY FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 -----------------------------------------
Contributions .............................................................. _ 
Salaries ------------------- -----------------------------------------
Rent for Dean's Home ... ---------------- ____________________ _ 
Ex;pense ---------------------------------------- -------------------------------------
Balance April 30, 1950 ----------------------------------------------------

SENTINEL AND TIDJpNDE 

Subscriptions ____________ -------------------------------------------------------
Printing and Postage ................ --------------------------------------
Board Expense ----------------------------------------------------------------
From Synod Fund ...... -------------------------------

SOLFER RESIDENCE 

486.00 
393.73 

2,093.64 

4,738.52 
480.00 

25.72 
1,033.21 

6,277.45 

4,153.70 
13.12 

4,166.82 

(Prof. A. Fremder, 1052 Marsh St.) 
Deficit May 1, 1949 ___________ ________________ 837.51 
Loan -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Synod F'.lnd ..................... --------------------------------------
Rent ----------------- -----------------------------------
Expense ......... ................ ................ 589.27 

Notes against Soifer Residence total $3,500.00. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 

Balance May 1, 1949 ........................................ . 
Bond Received -----------------------------------------------------
Balance Bon!ds May 1, 1949 ........................................ . 
Bond Received ------------------------------------------------------------------
Balance Cash April 30, 1950 .......... .. ...................... . 
Balance Bonds April 30, 1950 ............................. .. 

STUDENT FUND 

Balance May 1, 1949 ..................................... .. 
Contributions ---------------------------------------------------- .............. . 
Paid for student 'help ....... 
Balance April 30, 1950 . 

Deficit May 1, 1949 
Contributions ......... 
Expenses for residences: 

SYNOD FUND 
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1,426.78 

962.00 
18.50 

1,657.09 

2,637.59 

50.00 
429.22 

479.22 

5,392.68 

1,699.91 

2,093.64 

3,291.85 
2,985.60 

-~---

6,277.45 

2,305.75 

1,861.07 

4,166.82 

500.00 
589.27 
337.51 

1,426.78 

1,638.59 
18.50 

980.50 

2,637.59 

261.53 
217.69 

479.22 

9,276.0[! 



Schneider ................................. . 
Mitchell ................................... . 
Soifer ....................................... . 
Monich ..................................... . 
Schmidt ................................... . 
Krogstad ................................. . 
President's ............................... . 
Petersen ................................... . 
Tufte ......................................... . 

393.73 
521.06 
589.27 
28.95 

240.54 
216.91 
113.43 
161.06 
481.24 

Total .................................. 2,746.19 

Secretary's Office ...................................... , .................... . 
Treasurer's Bond ............................................................. . 
Auditor's Expense ·········--··········---------------------------------------
President's Office ........................................................... . 
Collection Envelopes ....................................................... . 
Church Extension Board Expense ............................... . 
Planning Board Expense ............................................... . 
Convention Handbook (1949) ....................................... . 
Treasurer's Allowance ................................................... . 
Treasurer's Office Expense ........................................... . 
Visitor's Expense ........................................................... . 
Interest on Fadness Fund ............................................ .. 
Interest on Hanson Trust Fun'dl ................................... . 
Sentinel and Tidende Deficit ....................................... . 
Finance Board Expense ........ . ............................ . 
Trustees' Expense ........................................................... . 
Miscellaneous ................................................................... . 
Float ................................................................................... . 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 
Insurance for Bethany Coilege ................................... . 
Interest on Notes ............................................................. . 

20.50 
31.25 

242.00 
75.00 
67.50 

9.70 
269.66 

15.20 
200.00 
123.43 

11.90 
120.00 
449.93 

1,861.07 
50.60 
72.11 
27.25 
52.57 

489.82 
445.50 

12,773.66 

TUFTE RESIDENCE 

(Profs. J. Preus and P. Randolph, 509 S. 4th St.) 

Deficit May 1, 1949 .......................................................... 2,218.48 
From Synod Fund ........................................................... . 
Loan Paid .......................................................................... 2,000.00 
Expense ..... .. .. . . ... ... . . ... ... .. .... ...... .. ..... ... . . .. . ... . . . . .. . ...... .... . ..... 481.24 
Deficit April 30, 1950 ..................................................... . 

Notes payable against Tufte ·Residence total $2,000.00. 
$4,000.00 of the Fadness Fund is invested in this 

property. 

TWIN CITY MISSION 

Contributions .................................................................. . 
Paid to Twin City Mission ........................................... . 

WHEAT RIDGE SEALS 

Balance May 1, 1949 ........................ . 
Contributions ..................... . 
Paid to Wheat Ridge . 
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4,699.72 

93.00 

<!0.69 

40.69 

3,497.57 

12,773.66 

481.24 

4,218.48 

4,699.72 

93.00 

7.75 
32.94 

----
40.69 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVEN'l'ION COMMITTEE ON 
FINANCES 

(As Adopted) 

Resolv~di: 

1. That the treasurer of the Synod transfer all money coming into the 
Bethany College Debt Fund to the Bethany College Fund. 

2. That the Synod accept the report of the Board of Trustees. 
3. That the Synod approve of the purchase of the property at 626 

Ma.rsh Street. 
4. That the resolution of the 1949 Synod (p. 68--Higher Education 

No. 1) be amended to read: "The Centennial Collection shall be USE'cl 
for expansion, repairs, and improvements at Bethany Lutheran Col­
lege." 

5. The Synod instructs the Treasurer to dispose of the Hannah Enge­
britson Church Extension Fund of $15.00. 

6. The Synod instructs the Treasurer to pay out of the Colored Mission 
Fun!dl the sum of $500.00 to St. Philip's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, MinneSJpolis, which is at present served by Rev. Julian 
Anderson, a member of our Synod. 

7. The Synod instructs the Treasurer to pay out of the Colored Mission 
Fund $500.00 to the Normal School Building Fund of the Nigeria 
Mission. 

8. That the reports of t:he Treasurer of Bethany College be included 
in the Annual Reports of our convention- unaudited reports also 
to be included. 

9. The Synod instructs the Treasurer to make distribution of the bal­
ance of the Special Collection, in the same proportions as before. 
(See,p. 70-1947 Reports). (Referred to the Finance Board). 

REPORT OF THE SYNOD'S BOARD FOR OLD PEOPLE'S HOME 

'rhe Old People':,; Home Boal'd haN had three meeting::; :,;ince the 
1949 convention. 'l'he plan:,; for an Old People':,; Home Buildiug 
drawn by Lang aud Rauglaud presented to the Synod last year were 
set aside and the Board asked the architects to draw up a sketch of 
a one story frame structure adequate to house 20 to 25 old people. 
The architects have submitted a plan the construction of which 
would cost 75 to 77 thousand dollars. 

In order to raise funds for the Old People's Home project and 
to keep the project before our people, the Board also inaugurated 
a Christmas Seals Sale which was well received throughout the 
Synod and brought in about $2,000.00 for the fund. vV e are grate­
ful to Mr. Lloyd Herfindahl of Our Saviour's r_,utheran Church in 
Albert Lea for his work in designing the seal. 

During the past several months a poll was conducted to ascer­
tain how many reasonably definite prospects vve have in the Synod 
for residence at an Old People's Home. The results show that there 
are 16 prospects. It is in place to report that among these 16, fom· 
require single rooms. 

Gerhard Solli, Sec. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHARITIES AND SUPPORT 

First of all, we give a report of our past year's work. 'rhe Com­
mittee met three times this past year. Because of an emergency re­
quest the Committee increased its expenditures. At its ,January meet­
ing in Madison, -wisconsin, the Committee took steps to inform the 
Synod of the condition of our work. This was done by mail and the 
Synod's publications. 

\Ve have aided two retired paston>, a retired pastor and his 
wife, and a pastor's widow and small child. Our total expenditures 
for 1949 were $1,620.00. At the April meeting a budget for the com­
ing year was drawn up. 

At its last two meetings the Board of Charities and Support 
carefully considered the proposed ''Retired Church \Yorkers' Plan,'' 
which was presented to the Synod in 1949 by a special committee 
appointed by the President. This convention is to vote on this new 
Support Plan. In our study we have reviewed all Synod Reports to 
find out everything that has been done regarding the work of Chari­
ties and Support. 

Over a period of 15 years the Synod has virtually adopted the 
original proposals of the first Board of Support, printed in the 
Synod Report of 1935, p 59. \Y e do not feel it necessary to quote in 
full that report of the first committee of the Board of Support, nor 
to quote verbatim the various Synodical resolutions adopted between 
1934 and 1948, which at present control the work of the Board of 
Charities and Support. \Y e will, however, offer the most pertinent 
resolutions with some slight rewording for eontrast and comparison 
with the nevv proposed Support Plan. 

1. 'l'he Board of Charities and Suppmt shall consist of four 
members, two to be rleeted each year. (Cf. 1934, p. 60; 1939, 
p. 62.) 

2. 'l'he Synod chm·ges the Board of Charities and Support to 
investigate by personal visit the actual needs of ·OUr retired 
pastors and teachers, and their widows and minor children, 
and as the Board deems necessary to provide for regular 
aid in keeping with their needs. (CE. 1948, p. 64) 

3. The purpose for which the Indigent Pastors Fund has been 
established is to give financial aid to those pastors and 
teachers of our Synod wi10 through illness, advanced years, 
or other causes are incapacitated for active service, if and 
when such aid is needed. ( Cf. 1935, p. 7 4) 

4. The Synod authorizes the Board of Charities and Support 
to include in the regular annual budget of our Synod such 
sums as the Board deems necessary for the support of those 
eligible for Synodica1 Aiel. ( Cf. 1934. p. 60.) 

;l. '!'he Board of Charities aml Support shall make known to 
our people the nee<b ol" thi::; fnud. '!'he Boanl ::;hall exereise 
Hupervision ovet· tht> diHtt·ilmtiutt uf: the money gather·e<l 
for this cause. (CE. 1935, p. 74) · 
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6. 'l'he Synod urges all to do what they can to help those in 
need, by their contributions showing their Christian charity 
and love. (Cf. 1940, p. 68.) 

7. 'J'he Synod resolves that no set :mm lw designated, but that 
every congregation be urged to do something definite dur­
ing the eourse of eaeh year toward reple.nishing the funds 
that arc ne.ce::;sary foe the snppot·t of the needy. (Cf. Hl4:3, 
p. 64.) 

8. Each cougre.gatiou is required to eleet a :-;peeial committee 
to carry on a personal solieitation every year i11 its ow11 
midst for· the Indigent Pastors' Fund in order that adequate 
funds may he provided for· the support of om· needy pas­
tors and tpaehen; and their widows aud minor ehildren. 
(Cf. 1947, p. 44) 

As far as the proposed "I~e.tired Chureh Wod~ers Plan" (cf. 194H, 
p. 69f) is eoneerned, we see eertain diffieulties. In trying to worl' 
under sueh rules we would have to ask: 

I. ·who determines that'' fixed amount'' that shall be sent to 
the treasurer of the Synod? (Cf. Art. 1, par. 1.) Is it the 
congregation, ot' the Boat·d of Support? Neither of these 
is speeifically designated by this plan. 

IL On what basis is this "fixed amount" to be established 'I 
Shall it be the age of the eongregation, that more shall be 
asked of better indoetrinated than of the less indoetrinated 
eongregations? (Cf. Art. I. par. 2.) 

III. ·who shall determine the amount to be paid out·? 'l'he ex­
pression ''Support ... rests in the hands of the Board of 
Suppol't" needs elarifiea tion. ( Cf. Art. III, pal'. 1.) vV e 
ask: are these needs to be determined by the retired 
person ot· the Board of Support? 

We do not think that it is in the province .of the Board of Chari­
tie::; and Support to fix or demand eontributions from individual 
congregations. Our authority eonsists only in the power of persua­
sion. The love of Christ is the only motivating force that can and 
will move the hearts of God's ehildren to give and to give liberally 
to the cause of the Kingdom. vVe sineerely believe if pastors will 
inform their offieers and together with them make the needs known 
to the congregations and will eontinue to set forth ever more earnest­
ly, if possible, the self-saerifieing love of our Savior, our finaneiaJ 
problems will adjust themselves. 

Arvid G. Gullerud, Secy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMMITEE ON 
CHARITIES AND SUPPORT (as adopted) 

1. Resolved: That the Synod Convention adopt the recommendation 
of the Planning Board, that the Synod organize a corporation and 
elect directors of said corporation for immediate care of our aged. 
(Referred to ,the Old People's Home Board) 

2. Due to the objections of the Synod's Board of Charities m~di Support 
to the Support Plan -presented to the 1949 convention, we recom­
mend the adoption of a revise:dJ plan which removes most of these 
objections. (Referred to the Synod Committee on Charities and the 
Pastoral Conference) 
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REPORT OF THE ARMY AND NAVY COMMITTEE 

The Army and Navy Committee recommends that each congre­
gation be responsible for supplying its members in military service 
with the Holy Scriptures and other material pertaining to their 
spiritual welfare. '!'he congt·egation may have material sent out by 
The Armed Services Commission of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod located at 736 Jackson Place, N. \V. \Vashington 6, D. C. 

G. F.Guldberg 

RECOJ\fMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION COMI\'IITTEE ON 
ARMY AND NAVY (as adopted) 

WHEREAS the Spiritual Welfare Commission of the Wisconsin Synod 
offers the use of its literature and its mailing facilities to our members 
in the armed services, 
1. RESOLVED: That this offer be considered, as well as that of the 
Armed Service Commission of the Missouri Synod. A!ddress: 

Spiritual Welfare Commission 
900 East Henry Clay Street 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 
Armed Service Commission 
736 Jackson Place. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

2. RESOLVED: That the Pastoral Conference Committee on the 
Chaplaincy Question bring to the next meeting of the Synod a report 
on its study of this matter. 

REPORT OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE ON PASTORAL 
CONFERENCE RECORDS 

The records of the General Conference and of two of three of 
our Circuit Conferences have been reviewed. \Ve believe we should 
also review the records of the smaller conferences, such as the local 
conference of our Albert Lea, Minnesota, area. All conference essays 
should also be submitted for review, not only the minutes of such 
conferences. 

\Vhat stands out in our review is the extreme care which has 
been exercised in trying to go back to the \Vord whenever our clergy 
has been confronted with the many cuerent problems. 
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FOR THE YEAR 1949 

I 
Day 

School I Sunday I Other I 
School Schools 

Stu­
dents 

1 .. ········ 8 1 10 6 1 3 
10 

1 
2 ········ .. 25 4 20 14 1 
3 .... .. 30 4. 
4 ········· 11812 ............... . 1. 
5 ....... ···-··· 19 3 10 25 . 5 
6 ······. ........ 6 2 ........ ········ ······· 8 
7 ..... .. ........ 12 4 ........ ······· 4 
8 ....... 40 5 20 40 2 10 
9 ........ ........ 38 5 10 40 ········ 37 

10 .. ..... . . 20 4 10 20 ........ 25 
11 ........ 9 4 10 7. 6 
12 ........ 15 4 10 18 ...... 5 
13 20172 915262210 
14 ········ ....... 25 4 10 10 1 1 
15 16 1 23 4 ······ 1 15 
16 43 2 65 6 5 93 4 7 
17 . ..... 30 5 10 34. 10 
18 ········ ..... 7 2 10 10 ....... 2 
19 30 4 10 26 1 9 
20 20 2 10 26 . 2 
21 1 251 °2 51 1 1o 2o 6 26 
22 ................ 8310822 
23 3151026111 

Contributions 

$4 346 21 
2 710 27 
1 302 97 
4 000 00 

979 84 
1 923 00 

454 28 
4 826 87 
2 251 61 
1 019 11 
3 233 17 
1 992 80 
5 830 00 
1 300 00 

11 895 87 
7 038 411 
1 766 26 

469 85 
2 058 52 
1 004 54 
4 616 15 

$957 32 
912 38 

420 00 
69 87 

260 00 
473 43 

1 038 01 
471 55 
260 65 
735 94 
714 06 

1 408 00 
131 00 

1 181 42 
514 39 
554 75 

62 16 
121 85 

75 70 
1 534 91 

24 30 4 10 23 . 7 3 815 24 155 65 

Value of 
Property 

$21 000 00 
13 000 00 

3 000 00 
23 000 00 
5 000 00 

10 000 00 
2 000 00 

30 000 00 
10 500 00 

3 500 00 
9 800 00 
9 700 00 

40 000 00 
4 000 00 

50 000 00 
65 000 00 
10 000 001 

2 500 00 
15 000 00 

5 000 00 
20 500 00 

5 000 00 
10 000 00 
10 000 00 

~~ ······ 3~ : ··· 10 31 2 iii 4 ~~~ ~~I 1 2~~ ~~ 20 ooo ooj 

~i ······· ~~I ~ :--~o ~5 ........ 

1:1 ~ ~~: ~:1 · ~:~ ::1 i ~~~ ~~ 
30 . ........ 16

1 
~ :~ ~~----· 1 ~ ~g~ ~~~ i~~ ~~I 2 ooo ool 

~~ I ~i ...... ~: 71 ~~ 7~1 11 1i 4 ~~~ ~g ~~~ ~~~ 1: ::: ::, 

; 

12 ::::::~1 11 LJ~ .... i.~ -----; ~i nin!
1

i 

2m ~i ~~ ~~~ ~~~ 
38 ........... [ 35 6 .......... 11 9 580 33 211 78 20 400 00 1 

39 *5 1 50 7 . 3 18 10 316 25 2 296 57 60 000 00 
40 17 1 ........ ...... 2 1 4 4 301 67 1 273 84 18 000 00 
41 18 1 ........ ........ 38 27 3 10 5 965 89 2 092 18 30 000 00 
42 92 11 36 15 ........ 18 4 150 00 300 00 16 500 00 
43 28 5 ........ ........ ....... 6 298 00 6 500 00 
44 .. . ........ . 36 19 ........ 12 3 592 00 972 00. 8 000 00 
45 26 5 20 24 1 s 3 ooo oo 800 oo 1 25 ooo oo 
46 121 13 45 61 2 14 6 580 94 1 035 16 35 000 OOI 
47 32 1 90 12 14 69 8 18 9 322 37 2 127 61 50 000 00 
48 58 8 15 54 . ..... 2 100 00 377 00 10 000 00 
49 88 12 10 53 7 23 13 924 88 2 538 43 80 000 00 
50 21 1 21 3 20 23 8 8 6 223 00 2 323 21 40 000 00 
51 8 2 ........ ........ . 1 1 457 00 318 40 15 000 00 
52 ....... ...... 40 6 . 9 12 6 249 211 1 087 67 89 250 00 
53 1 350 00 38 25 1 700 00 
54 ........ ..... 12 2 . 4 550 00 164 91 3 500 00 

~i --::_: : : :: :::;~ : :::{ -~; ;; ; 1~~ 3 ~~~ i~~~~ :~~ ~~, 1~"1~nr11 

Debt on 
Property 

560 00 

4 120 00 
993 42 
700 00 

22 000 00 
1 270 00 

9 855 00 
1 000 00 
2 500 00 
5 500 00 

1 000 00 

7 596 6-l 
1 100 00 

160 00 
160 00 

1 000 00 
4 600 00 

1 483 00 
3 100 00 
1 500 00 

3 500 00 
7 500 00 

4 400 00 

3 000 00 

! ---·:, ··· : ~~····:~~!1_=--~~~c+c~~~~+-,=:'-.. =a=.li ;jlll ' l~ 11
1 

11 ~~ ~~~ 
I 2301 Hl19751 2H5I '127111441 1101 5591 205 310 911 41 000 6-11 1 128 050 -~~J_ _____ _flH_~9_8 Ol; 

-~~~ku~~-~?11-SCilO~=~~~~-~----~xA-ttendlllg-sCilOOISOTSistefCOngregations ____ ---·~ --·-· ~ ·--------·--
0Pastor teaching pat't time. 
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TABU LA TED LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
•22. 

Pas lor 

Aaberg, T. 
Aaberg, T. 
Anderson, Julian 
Branstad, R. 
Bremer, H. 
Dale, M. 
Dale, M. 
Dorr, s. 
Guldberg, G. 
Guldberg, G. 
Gullerud, A. 
Gullerud, A. 
Gullerud, M. 
Gullerud, M. 
Gullixson, G. 
Gullixson, W. 
Hagen, L . . 
Hagen, L . ... . 
Hanson, C . ...... . 
Hanson, C. 
Harstad, A. 
Harstad, A. 

23. ·Harstad, N. 
24. Harstad, N. 
25. Hilton, N. 
26. Hilton, N. 
27. Johnson, I. 
28. Johnson, I. 
29. Jordahl, L. 

Congrrga lion 

30. Jordahl, L. .. ......................... . 
31. _Jordahl, L. .. ... . 
32. IJungemann, J. 
33. !Larson, U. L. 
34.1Larson, U. L . 
35. Larson, U. L. 
36. Lee, S. E. 
37. Llllegard, G. 
38. Madson, Juul 
39. Madson, Juul 
40. Merseth, A. 
41. Merseth, A. 
42. Oesleby, N. 
43. Otto, M. 

.................... :iran 
............. Cross Lake 

'mmaus ............................................................... .. 
'oston 

............. 3omber 
7irst Shell Rock ........................... .. 
~irst Wild Rice 
~irst Evanger 
)ur Savior's .................................. .. 
erico 

44. Otto, M ................................ . 'au de 
1inehurst 45. Peterson, J. 

46.1Pfeiffer, D. 
47. Preus, H. . ... . 
48. Quill, G .. .. 
49. Strand, A. 
50. !Teigen, T. N. 
51. Theiste, H. 
52. Tweit, M. 
53. Tweit, M. . 
54. Unseth, E. 
55. Unseth, J. B. 
56. Unseth, J. B. 
57.1Unseth, J. B. 
58. Unseth, J. B. 
59. Unseth, J. B. 
60. lvangen, L. ......... 
61. Weyland, F. 
62. IYivisaker, E. 
63. IYlvisaker, P. 
64. Ylvisaker, P. 
65. IZagel, H. .. .. 
66. !Miscellaneous 

Totals 

. ......... ':!ottonwood 
,rinity 
1ur Savior's 

............. 3t. Mark's 
.. ................ Bethel ......................................................................... .. 

. ...... ?airview 
. ........... Nicollet 

.rorwegian Grove 
St. Paul's 

. ... Clearwater 

. ... ~oncordia 
...... Ebro .................................................. . 

·mmanuel 
Bagley 

............. . ~akewood 
.. l.lchland 
... Holy Cross 

... Hartland ·--·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::· ::: :: . .... Manchester 
............. Bethany 

-----------------------------

'l(l 

s-~ '8-o 
~~ ~§ 

till>< 

260 481 61 00 
184 61 389 07 

28 00 25 20 
369 52 

21 62 
27 22 54 00 
99 93 51 00 

232 53 197 00 
67 60 121 13 

267 72 331 42 
288 68 205 63 
285 27 214 32 

96 25 33 94 
457 66 198 89 
579 31 177 65 

6 27 206 30 
153 50 180 30 

30 76 
36 80 42 75 

3 062 55 7 00 
1 133 62 200 54 

40 00 30 00 
166 74 109 20 
213 47 27 90 

52 00 
14 10 

395 46 355 72 

79 511 
168 50 

59 72 71 35 
16 00 18 75 

115 97 218 17 
126 20 23 00 

24 00 
30 85 
12 20 
67 26 57 20 

100 00 llO 00 
151 20 85 50 
235 84 443 67 
102 25 30 21 
137 15 14 30 

1 409 73 789 15 
778 27 414 44 
390 42 272 52 
142 89 15 00 
207 47 274 34 
242 63 ll3 70 
526 94 314 12 
362 19 283 11 
271 84 
214 67 3ll 75 
733 65 91 75 

99 00 55 90 
191 80 

23 25 
79 20 43 75 
57 73 8 00 
32 25 
35 55 5 00 
39 75 2 00 

237 47 74 94 
286 65 251 OJ 
303 99 50 00 
743 30 5 00 

82 00 130 00 
205 00 137 00 

17 335 661 ~1 
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NOTES ON THE CONVENTION 

Much time at the Convention was devoted to the hearing and 
study of the VVord of God. Besidet> the doctrinal essays, which are 
printed in this Report, there was a series of sermons at the morning 
devotions on the Bible, its Authority, its Clearness, its Power, its Suf­
ficiency and its Purpose, by Prof. lVI. Galstad, Rev. Julian Anderson, 
Rev. N. B. Harstad, Prof .. J. A. 0. Preus and Rev. Geo. 0. Lillegard, 
respectively. The afternoon sessions were opened ·with briefer devo­
tions conducted by pastors Juul lVIadson, F. VVeyland, S. Dorr and 
Theo. Aaberg. 'l'uesday evening, Pastoral and Communion Services 
were conducted in lVIt. Olive Lutheran Church. Rev. Grant Quill 
gave the confessional address on Is. 44, 22, and Rev. George Gullix­
son preached on I Kings 19, 9 ff., using the story of the prophet 
Elijah in the wilderness as a source of admonition and comfort for 
us today. 

' 'l'hursday eYening, Dr. P. E. Kretzmann of the Lutheran Church 
-Missouri Synod, spoke on Christian Education. lie also spoke in­
formally on the situation in the Synodical Conference at a gathering 
after the VV ednesday evening session. 

After the devotion on 'l'hursday morning, the Chaplain, Rev. 
C. Hanson, called attention to the fact that it was now 50 years since 
Rev. J. B. Unseth was ordained as a missionary in the old Norwegian 
Synod. Rev. H. A. Preus gave a short address, based on Dent. 23, 25. 
Rev. Unseth 's classmate at College and Seminary, Mr. Martin 'l'eigen, 
told about some of their early yea1·s together both at school and in 
the North Dakota mission fields. Rev. Unseth responded, thanking 
for the honor shown him, and also related some of his experiences as 
a missionary, reminding the younger pastors that they must be ready 
to endure hardness for the cause of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Alumni Association of Bethany Imtheran College announced 
that it was raising funds to build a dormitory unit on the College 
campus, to house about 20 students, and asked the Synod's permis­
sion to build on its College property. The Synod accepted this offer 
with hearty thanks. 'L'he plan is to begin building soon. 

The Convention closed shortly after noon, June 16th, with devo­
tional exercises conducted by Rev. J. A. Petersen: Hymn 53, Scrip­
ture reading, Acts 20, 17-32; Prayer, and the Aaronic Blessing. And 
another important milestone in the life of the Norwegian Synod had 
passed into history. 
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Pfeiffer, D. L. ___ ............... ----------------------------- ............ Cottonwood, Minn. 
Preus, H. A ..... _______________________ ................................... Box 417, Calmar, Iowa 
Preus, Prof. J. A. 0. .. ...................... 509 S. Fourth St., Mankato, Minn. 
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