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Synodens ordning og medlemmer

Den norffe Synode af den Wmerifanife Covangelift Luiherffe
Qirfe Holdt jit femte aarlige mede 1 Vor Frelferd menighedsd firte,
baft, Holden M. OYens fald, Wadifon, Wis., fra 26de juli HI ifte
auguit 1922.

Wabningdpreedifen Holdted af B. Harftad over ojpa 1, 6—9,
Doorefter paft. Olfen bgd alle Synodens deltagere Hiertelig belfom-
men.  Formanden taffede paa mpdetd begne for indbybdelfen, Hivor-
paa navneliften over de jtaaende medlemmer hprted og en midler-
tidig fuldmagtd3fomite udnceontes beftaaente af baftoreriie €. Han-
fenn og Jjohn Hendrictsd, famt Hr. Vaurvice Edwardd. Teune fomite
bleb fiden gjort permaient.

Mpbets ftenuneberettigede hrefter.

Ehr. Anderjon, O. M. Gullerud, &. A. Sullizjon, &. Guldberg,
L €. Guttebg, €. Hanfer, B. Harjtad, . Henoricfs, . Jngebrit-
fou, & V. Jenjen, . A. Woldjtad, M. F. Mommien, £. V. Olfen,
. A Vreus, &. €ande, A. K. Torgerfon og F. B. Unjeth.

Staacenbde nredlemnter

€. U Fape, K. & Suttebg, Ehr. . Wolditad, €. . Beterfon,
N N Strand, J. €. Thoen, B. A Widvey, M. Fr. Wicfe, og S. C.
Nvisater.

Reprofentanter.

Anderfond fald, Fairbiew mentghed, €. . Veterfon.

Gulliyjons fald, St. Pauld Ev. Quilh. menighed, €. K. Evenjon.
Suttebpsd fald, BVejtre Kofbfonong menighed, €. L. Hauglid, L. €.
Sordalen; jubpleanter, Ole 0. Haugan og Alvin Drotning.

Hanjens fald, Scarville menighet, V. Y. DMartinfon.

Sanfeng fald, Center Eb. Luth. menighet, Gilbert Olform.

Hanfend fald, Foreft Citp Sb. Quth. menighed, V. &. Klofter og
Gunder Hanna.

Harftads fald, Vartland 9t. . menighed, Martin Pederfon og Ole
&. Storaarsl.

Sendrictd fald, Coanger €. Quth. menighed, Snute Ophein.

Hendricts fald, Hartland 9. €. . menighed, Nild Deonfor.

Hendrictd fald, New Hope . €. & menighed, Jonad NRoe, fr. og
Alfred Hoyord.

Sendrietd fald, Vor Frelferd menighed, John Wichaelfon.

Suldbergs fald, Fprite N €. A menighed, John GSunderfon og
Svend Beeverfjord.

Nngebritfond fald, Qume Greel menighed, € K. Tpsfen og NMartin
Lubdbig.

Sngebritfons fald, Qafe MWMIS menighed, €. &. Stendrud.
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Sngebritfons fald, Richland menighed, (H. $. Peterfen og Otto
Grol3, fun delegater.)

Molbitads fald, St. Martus menighed, Henry Olfon og Ralf Larfen.

Olfens gaIb, Bor Jrelfers menighed, €. . Onftad og Maurice Ed-
mwarns.

Sanded fald, Bethania menighed, 8ear Breeland og OLis Breeland.

Torgerfonsd fald, Somber menighed, $. S. Hanfon.

IorgerIfoné fald, Bor Frelfers menighed, NiI8 Spangelo og T. O.
Seljtad.

Lorgerfonsd fald, Shell Roct wenighed, . . Ynderfon og L. &.
Mellem. ’

Unfeths fald, Ditre Vaint Creef menighed, O. §. Monjerud.

Mommfensd fald, Cottenivood Eng. Eb. Luih. Congr., M. F. Mornm-

fen. v
Unfeths fald, Mt Sterling Ev. Quih. Synodemenighed, Albert Hel-
gefon og Haafon Quamme.

Roadgivende medlenmer,

Tajtorerne: Wm. LQochner, Madifon, Wis.; H. M. Ijernagel,
Greshanm, Wis.; formand . Grueber, Milmautee, Wis.; A. Haend-
fchel, Miadifon, Wis.; &. Schmivt, Ft. Wayne, Jnd.; €. . Quill,
Nensille, Winn.; €. . Engelbrecht, Con. Teach. Coll., River Foreft,
I Synodalfoni. jormand € Gaufervity, Dilivautee, TWis.; Harry
Olon, Milwautee, Wis.; §. Y. Strand, Tew London, MWinn.

Profesdforerne: A. B, Overn, Hlbert Lea, Minn. ; Orlando Obern,
Albert Lea, PWinn.; Dawald Dvern, Con. Coll,, St Vaul, MWinn.;
Toerer . SSofhmfon, Waterville, Jotva; €. PB. Kalftad, Suttons BVay,
PMich.; &. B. Qlofter, Foreft City, Jomwa; M. I Qoberg, Nelfon-
pille, 2Wis.

Nudifyldbuinger.

For {ildig anfomjt: J. €. Thoen og . F. Strand.

Tor iffe at Bave fendt repreefentant: BVor Frelferd menighed,
RVrinceton, Minn.; Biond menighed, Marihfield, Oregon, Holton
ntenighed, $Holton, Mich.

For frabeer: Repreefentanterne, A. Varfe og Richard Fnudjon,
&t. Lufad menighed. )

Kor bortreife wmandag eftermidbdag: €. K. Epenjon, St. Vauls
wenighed, Chicago, JIL., ligelebed Weartin Pederjon, Parfland me-
nighed for afreife tir&dag morgen.

& efter.

Mrs. P JFr. Wiefe, Cambridge, Wi3.; Jaurify Schoenentann,
Mrs. Grofs, Mrd. . ©. Veterfen, Thornton, Jowa; Mrs. ©. A.
Sullivfon, Anna Gullizfon, George A. R. Gullizforn, Mr3. N. €.
Renumen, Mr3. F. €. Boye, Mrd. . Engebretion, Louife Peder-
ferr, Mr3. . Floto, Chicago, FIL; WMrs. O. W, Sullerud, Prince-
ton, Minn.; Weijs Nelfine Qudbig, Sarah Stene, John Sohnjon,
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Mrs. Martha Brudbig, Mrs. Larsd Pederjon, Lime Creef menighed,
Jowa; Ole Lee, Carl Leinis, Epben Jngebritfon, Neiwv Port, Wis.;
Qouis Hiller ,Soldiers Srobe, Wis.; Mrsd. Clla M. Qee, St. Vaut],
Minn.; A T, Grognna, Waterville, Jowa; Clara BVrudvig, Mrs.
€. Sanfen, Wers. P. @. Klofter; fra €. Hanfens fald, Mr. og W13, &.
&. Hanfen, Kathryn Hanjon, WMrs. A, . Torgeron, Agned, Dagny,
Maomi Torgerfon, Norma Anderfon, Mrs. Neld Spangelo, Mrs. T,
8. Seljtad, Edna §. ohnfon: fra paft. Tovgerfons tfald, Mrd. oq
A &, §. Overn, Luella og Olga Obernn, Albert Lea, Weinm,; Wrs,
Sulia Gierno, Werd. Cavoline Jurgend, Decorah, Jowa; Vrd. M.
&. Guuderjon, Cambridge, Masdf.; V. I Kien, I. €. Nordgaard,
Mr. og Mra. Sufitab Johnjon, Rockbale, Wis.; V. og Mr3. .
Notfeter, Otto, Mamie Notfeter, 0. A, Langemo, Ver. og Dtrsd. An-
dretw Retn, Mrs. Adolf Johujon, Jofum Nohnfon, fr., Jofum Johu-
fon, jr., PMrs. OBcar Johnfon, Wr. og Mr8. Fred Qualleh; Mr. og
Wra., O. Olfen, Wr. og Vg, . €. Jenfen, Mr. og Wrd. RLorney
Qittlefon, Mrs. & &. Sutteby, M3, Alvin Lrotuing, Mrs. Boel
Linaas, Mr. og M8, €. N. Starfs, Delane, Veatrice, Eleonora
Starts, Ellen Sauglid, Mr. og Pers. A. B. Oroold, Harriet Orbvold,
Mr. og W3, T. Jpifil, Mr. og WMrd. Thomad Joitil, fra Vejtre
Qofbforong, Wis.; Mr. og Mrd. Epen Mytlejord, Mr. og Mrs.
Stephen Stephensd, Aler Stephensd, M3, Margit Olman, Dina
Sordlie, €d. TNorftad, Luife, Jna Norftad, Odcar Jordalen, Mrs.
Q. €. og Inger Jordalen, Mr. og Mr3. Ole Veoe, John Anderfon,
Qydia, Jnga, Helen Joitil, M. og M. Crit Hobland, Mr3. Siur
Sfaor, fra Bejtre Kofhfonong, Wis.; Ver. og Mrd. B. A, &. Lee,
WMrs. Mary Lee, Nict Berge, Teld Larfen, Mr. og Mrs. Knute
Tet&berg og familie, Mir. og WVird. Severt Lee, Wr. og M3, Ven
PBerge, Deerfield, Wis.; MWr. og Pers. Tom. Dalety, M. Sunder
Edards, M. og Med. I8 Orvold, Vg, Tilla Aufen, Mr. An-
dreiw Oljor og familie, fra MeFarland, Wiz, ; Mr. og Mrs. Ole E.
Ofen, Hanna, Letta Olfernt, fra Roctdale, Wis.; Wer. Harvy Lind,
Harold Bergergren, Otto Olfon, Mr. og Mrd. Harold Sunberfen,
Mizfes Either og Lima Venjen, Mitfa Cvelyn: Ehriftopherfen, Mifs
mlaid Ofen, MifB Cova Johnjou, V{8 Harriet Johufou, Mrs.
S. Gunderfen, fra St. Pauld menighed, Chicago, JIL.; Ole Opheim,
Fertile, MWinn.; O. K. Teidberg fra Veftre Rofhfonong, Wis.

Menigheder optague i Synoden,

Vor Frelfers Iutherife fonode menighed 1 New Hope, Wis.
Standinaviife cv. [th. menighed 1 Holton, Wich.
Serfte norft ev. Tuth, menighed, Suttond Bay, V.

foreft €ity ev. [uth. menighed, Fovelt Eity, Joiwa.
Eottenivood Englifl) Eb. Quth. Congregation, Cottenwond, Minu.
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Jlabningspraedifen
Bed B. Harjtad.

Dprebarve medforlgite 1 Kriftus Jejus!

Naade og fredp tilgnifesd eder alle 1 Fefu nabn.

Den vet og pligt at forvette ordets offentlige embede 1 fin midte
har enhoer friften menighed. WVor Frelfers menighed Her Har god-
Hedafuldt mbdbbust 08 il demne gang at Holde bort aard8mpde 1 dens
midte. Da {ynes det mig at falde fomr af fig felb, at den ved fit
embede indbyder forjomlingen £l at beghnde og Hellige bor feelles
aferning her bed Gudsd ord, bgn og fang.

Waar den faa Hor paalagt mig of forvette dend embede bed
denne leilighed, faa il vi Harve og befragte ef ord, fom Herrven falte
til Sofva og J8racld Bern, da de Holdt paa at treede ind 1 det for-
jeettede Tand. et Ipder 1 Jefu navn fom felger:

LVeer frimodig og ftert! THi du jfal uddele blandf dette foll det
Tand il arb, fom jeg tilfvor deved foedre af ville gibe dem. Weer fum
Haave frimodig og fterf, faa du tager vare paa at gigre efter hele den
Tob, formt Weefed min tjener bed dig! Wig iffe fra den til Hgive cller
til venjtre, for at du fan Handle vifelig 1 alt, Hbad du foretager dig.

Denne lobd bog jfal iffe bige fra din mumd, men du ffal grunde
paa den dag og nat, for at du maa tage bave baa at gigre efter alt
det, fom ffrevet er i den; thi da jfal du Gave Iyffe paa dine veie, og
pu ffal handle vifelig.

Sar jeq iffe befalet dig: Veer frimedig og fterf, frogt iffe og
reeddes iffe? Tht Yerven din Gud er med dig i alt, Hvad du fore-
tager dig.  (Sofva 1, 6—9).

De opleefte ord er talt il Jofoa, dog iffe til Gant alene, men
til ham fom anfgrer, der fammen med det gbrige Jgrael nn ffulde
tage den lobede arb i befiddelfe. De faar nu unbdervidning om,
hoorledes dette ftal ffe. Men Hoad der timeded JBraeld bprn, figer
den Gelligaand ved Waulus, ffede med demt font forbilleber, men
det er ffrevet 03 til adbarfel, til bHvem bde fidfte tider er fomme.
1 Qor. 10, 11.

Sgraels pandring og famp for at naa det forjeettede Tand Havde
mu bragt dem til greenfen neer Jordan ligeoberfor Jerifo. Her giver
Serven ngiagliq undervidning om, Hvad de nu Hhar at iagttage for
at de fan Igie jin opgave jom arvinger til Sanaand land. SHeraf vil
bi fgge at leere noget om
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Bor opgave fom arbinger £il det Gimmelffe vige.

Bt pil fe

1) Svori denne obgave bejtaar,

2) Hvorleded pdent ffal Igfed, og

3) $vad der jfal jtyrfe og opmuntre o3.

Da vor tefits ord farft blev talt til Jofoa og folfef, Funde de
fe tilbage paa et tidsrum af 40 aar fulde af mgie og mange flagd
ngd og farer, men ogfaa vige baa mange guddommelige velgjernti-
ger mod dem. X treellehufet 9Egypten var paaifelammet lagtet.
Bed detted blod fteentet paa JFsraeld bgrmd dritolper bleb de redbdet
fra morderengelen, {om ellers iffe ffaancde noget Hus, men ihjelilog
alfe fgritefedte fra Farao, fom fad paa jin trone indtil den fprite-
fedte af fangen t fengilet og alle foritefodie af Foceget (2 Mof. 12).
De par juldfommen Defriede fra den grufomme thran Farao og
Hang feer.

Raa wnderbar maade fprte Herven fit folf gienmem def rgde
hav, fom bleb aghpternes evige undergang. Herven felv Deffyitcde
og ledede dem om dagen i en jtyftette og om natten i en Ipfende ild-
ftatte.

San Habde meettet dem med Dinumelbrgd og jluffet deres tgrit
nted band af flippen og fra ffangebid blev de frelite bed at fe paa
pen ophgiede fobberilange. RWiftnof er dered feebre, jom drog ud af
Wahpten, mu alle dgde fra dem, endog DViofjed er nu borte. Mien
QHerren er dog endnw med dem. Han er den jamme og hand aar
faar ingen enbde. P, 102.

San er igaar og idag, ja il ebig tid den famme ogfaa for o8.
Bort paaflelam er {lagtet ogfaa for 03, Rriftus. Bi er friede fra
morbderengelen bed igjenfgdeljens bad, den fellige daab, fom frelfer
fra fonbden, dgden og Ddicevelens vold. €n god fumbittigheds bagt
hHar Sud berbed oprettef med 08 og befealet for 08 Iod og arb 1 det
Himmeljfe Sanaan, men enduu er vi iffe i fuld bejiddelfe. Bi ligner
Xsrael ped Jordbang bred. Eudnu fan de fun en del af jin orb.
Saaledesd fer ogfaa nu euhver oprighig frijten 1 et fpeil bed froen
fin himmeljfe arb og beerer den i lerfar, for at den oberbeettes fraft
ffal veere Guds og iffe af 08 (2 Kor. 4, 7). Zht mu fe vi et
fpeil, 1 en mprf tale. (1 Qor. 13, 12). ©Hvad er faa bor opgave?

Serrend ord Iyder faa: Beer frimodig og jtert, thi du jtal ud-
dele Dlondt dette folf det Tand til arb, fom jeg tiljvor dered fedre at
bille give dem.
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SGom vi let forftaar, er Ber ingen ny opgave given, fun den
famme, fom Serven faa mange gange ved Mofed Habde minbet I3-
rael om og opmuntret dem til. At tage 1 Defiddelfe det forfeettede
fand bar hele deved banbdringd og famps herlige maal, ligefom bdet
er ogfaa bor opgave og maal for al vor ffreben at faa i fuld Defid-
delfe libet og den ebige falighed, fomt Hervenw 1 ovd og joframenten
Yar tilfooret ogiaa 03.

Forit og fremit ffulde Iofoa veere frimodig og fterf. Der er ftorve
banifeligheder endnau at oberbinde og fterfe befeeftitinger at indtage.
For at naa det endelige maal at tage landet 1 befiddelfe faar de vafaa
en anden opgabe, der viftiof er endnu banffeligere ot forftaa og
gjpre virfelig brug af. Serven figer nemlig: V. 7, BVeer fun Jaarve
" frimodig og fterf, faa du tager bate paa at gigre efter hele den Yov,
formt Weofes, min tjener, bgd dig! Big iffe fra den il hyire eller til
venjtre, for at du fan Handle vifelig i olf, Hoad du foretager dig.

At peere frimodig og ferf wvil iffe Her fige det, fom bi eerineft
bil teente paa, nemlig at beere modige og tapre til nu efter bebite
ffign og formue at fomme ober Jordanen. Nei, figer Herven, dered
frimodighed og fthrfe {fal vife fig 1 af tage bave paa at gjgre efter
hele Suds Tov eller leere g iffe bige fra den til hgire eller venitre.
Derbed alene Fulde de handle bifelig 1 al derves gjerning. MWen dette
fynes iffe at Fume bringe dem ober Jordanen, fom de maatte ober.
Mfigepel Froeber Han, at de ffal endelig foritaq, at deres frimodig-
Hed, ftyrfe og vigdbont {fal beftaa 1 Hvile og tillid £il alt Gudg ord.
Dette er ngfaa vor bigtigfte spgabe Hele port liv.

Men Der ftaar IBrael bed Jordanen, jom de jfal oper. De
har intet at feette digfe mange tufen menneffer over med. Hoad fal
de finde paa? a, faa fpgrger du og jeg, fordi vi jaa let glemumer,
Hoad Herven netop Har fagt 08. Han Havde ftrafsd ved Mofes’ fen-
velfe fagt, ot Yan nu vilde opfylde fit lgfte il feedrege at fgre dem
ind 1 Qanaand land og Habde didfe mange aar bift dem mangfoldige
efgempler paa fin faberlige omforg for bem og meegtige ledelfe, font
Pofes Havde optegnet HI deved leerdom og trgft. Derfor freebede
han, at de ffulde Dbebife jin barnlige fillid og fun vente paa hans
pibere fprelfe. Hborleded fdrer Han dem ober Nordanen?

Han Funde vel Have labet dem labe Laadbe over- ng unbdervands-
baabe, endog flyvemaffiner, om Han havde villet, men da hapde iffe
bt faaet noget frgfteligt billede paa Hand naadige forelie enbnu, og
X&rael Habde da veevet friftet til at tro, at de bed fin egen ftyrfe og
fornuft bar formne oper floden. Hansd tanfer er haiere end vore.
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Efter Herrend Dbefaling aif obiyndmeendene midt igfennem JI3-
raelg Teir og de bgd folfet: Maar ¥ fer Hervend coerd Gudsd pafts
atf og de Tebififfe prefter ifeerd med at beere den, faa ffal F bryde op
fra eders jted og gaa efter den, dog ffal der beere en afftand mellem
eder og den omivent 2000 alen Yang. $§ ffal iffe fomme ncer til
ben, for at X ffal vide den vet ¥ ffal gaa, thi ¥ Dave iffe dragef den
pei fgr. g det {fede, da folfet Hrad op og prefterne bare pattens
arf foran folfet, og be prefterd fgdder, fom Dar arfen, dhppedes {
pandfanten, (men Jordan var fuld ober fine bredder Dele Haften
igjenttent), da ftanfede det pand, jom fom ovenfra. Det jtod 1 en
himae meget langt borte, og Hele I3rael gif ober paa det tprre.

Saaledesd farte Herven it folf over Jordan, jaaleded fprer Her-
ren endun ved fine naabemidler fit folf ober i fin elffelige Spns
rige, fra mgrfet til lyfet og fra Satand magt Hl Sud.

Naar Herren befaler, at der mellem arfen og folfet jfal beexe
en afftand af ca. 2000 alen, dba aniyded derbed, af bi fal fage tid
og Dabe taalmodighed til ugie at underigge og fe, Hbad Herrend
bilje og bei er, af vi iffe Igber bed fiden af ten eller baa det ubidfe
eller feegter for de, der {laar 1 beivet, men at vi i flittig ben og
®udd ord3d betragtning aflegger al byrde og fymden, fom leftelig
befneerer 03, og med taalmodighed Igber 1 den 03 forejatte famp.
Pette bar J2racls obgave. DTet er ogfaa vor opgabe. Wien

2. Hvorledes ffal vi Igfe den?

Serrven figer il Jojva 1 . 8: Denne lovend bog ffal iffe bige
fra din mund, men du jfal grunbde paa den dag og nat, for at du
maa tage bare paa at gipre efter alt det, fom er {frevet i dew; thi da -
ffal du have Myffe paa dine veie, og du ffal handle vifelig.

Dette er merfbeerdige ord. X denne forte tefit er det fredie gang,
at veefentlig et jamme indprented.  Guddbommens tre perfoner jtyr-
fer og oplyfer Herved Jofva i auledbuning af Hans fald. Nogle nye
tanfer er dog fremiat, nemlig at [vvens bog iffe ffal bige fra Hans
mund, at han altfaa i ord og Handling ffal bevife fin Yydighed og
opaave, Jamt at Dart dag og nat jfal grintde paa det ffrevne ord for
at tage vare paa det fomt er ffrevet i bogen, Saa frembeebed tgien,
at Ban netop derbed, juft da jfal Have Iyffe, da ffal Han Handle vife-
l[ig paa alle jiwe beie og 1 alt, hoad Han foretager fig.

&1t anden nterfelig ting ved denne inftrufs er, af dev iffe jiges
ef ord om, at anfgreren eller folfet {fal rujte {ig HI Frigen vbed nurr-
breeffere eller andre legemlige frigdvaaben. Deraf maa vi mindes
om, at Den treenige Gud iffe er-frigeus eller gdeleggelfens Sud,
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men fjeerlighebensd og barmbjertighedend Gud. Han er alle gode
tings ffaber ng obholder. Hvor légnuend og merfetd fyrjie Har drudt
ind og lagt mennejfet under fyndensd treldom og lenfer, der er Han
gjenlpieren, Helliggjsreren og opholderen 1 det gode. AT mnaade
Gabde Herren taget fig of Abraham og gjort Gang affom il fit eien-
pomé folf. Ober 400 aar fiden Havde han givet dem Kanaansd land
til hiemited BHer paa jorden. Eaa lang en tid Habde han baa grimd
af fouden Holdt fine bprn 1 tunge treengjlers jfole 1 Waypten. Mien
ni bar de faldt ud of Eqhpten, og var Iytfelig fort over Jordanen.
Wen de finder fit eget Yand indlaget og beboet aof mange Hedenife
folfeflag, fom Dar befmittet det med blodifnld og GHimmelraabeitde
fynder og nu boar dered fpnbemaal fuldt.  Yaar fymbden er fuldfom-
men fgdber den dgd.  TH, figer Herven, med alt jaadant Gar de Hhed-
ninger befmittet fig, fom jeg uddriver fra ederd aafyn, og fanbdet Hlew
befmittet, og jeg Biemidger betds midgjerning baa det og landet wud-
fppr fine indbyggere. (8 Wof. 18, 24. 25). SHerren Hor iffe behag
i af plage noger, men fyndend yundgaaelige Hetaling er dgden. Dog
SHerren, Hevven er en barmbjertig og naadig Gud, Yangmodig og rig
baa miftundhed og faudheo; Han bebarer miffundhed tmod tufinde
fed, Han forlader midgjerning og overtveedbelie og fynd; men DHan
Taber iffe den ifyldige ujtraffet, Jan Hiemigger fedres misgierning
paa Bgrn og Dgrnebprn. (2 Mof. 34, 6. 7).

Men J3vael Taa i lengere tid 1 leiv ved Gilgal.  Folfet bled
omifaavet, efterfom man iffe Habde omjfaaret dem paa veien, og de
Holdt paaife den 14be dag 1 maaneden om aftenen paa Jerifod goe
marfer. 9tu var de feerdige il af indtage det befeeftede JFerifo.

Wen denne opgabe ffulde de lgfe, tffe med fbeerd cller bue, men
paa en maade, fonr afbilber jor o3, Hvorleded Guds fande Jdrael.
Quifti firfe poa jorden, jtal fjembpe og feive.

Og Herren jagde il Jojva: e jeg har gibet Jerifo og bdetd
fonge, de fraftige jtriddmeend, i din haoand. Lg § ifal gaa omfring
jtaden, alle frig8meendene, rundt omiring jtaden en gang; faalebed
Jfal du gjgre 1 6 dage. g 7 prejter ffal beere 7 Yavmbafuner foran
arfen, og paa den 7de dag ffal J gaa omfring jtaben 7 gange, og
prefterne ffal ftgde T bafunerne. Og bdet ffal jfe, naar man blefer
i TarmBornet med Yange toner, naar ¥ hgre bajunend Ipd, do jfal
hele folfet oplgfte et ftort ffrig, og foo ffal flabens mur falde ned
ber, Hoor den jtaar, og folfet jfal jtige op, enbhver lige jrem for fig.
(Zofba 6, 2—5).

Saaledes blev der Hanblet. B 13 figer: Og de 7 Prejter, fom
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bar de 7 Tarmbafuner foran Herrvend avf, gif og ftedte uafladelig t
bajunerite, og de veebiede gif foran dem, og de, fom (luttede toget
gif efter Herrend arf, medend man uafladelig jtgdte 1 Dafunerne,
Saaledes indloges Jerifn. Saaledes ffal vor opgave lpfed.  Thi
figer Paulus, om bi end bandre 1 tigdet, ftrider bt dog iffe efter
figbet; thi vborve ftridbaaben er iffe fjgdelige, men meegtige for
Sud il af forftyrre befeeitninger, idet vi forfthrre anjlag og al hHgi-
heb, Jort oplgfter jig mod Gudsd fundifab, og tager al tanfe til fange
unber troend Iybighed ng et jeerdige il at ftraffe al nlydighed, naar
eberd Iyvighed er fuldfornmmet. 2 oy, 3—06).

Teenfer vi 08 Lidt ind 1t tilbragelferne ubenfor Jerifod mure,
faa er det let at jorjtaa, af tilffuernie paa Jerifos mure og faite
taarn maatte fynesd, at I8raeld latmende mangvre de 6 dage bar taa-
belig, enbdog latterlig. Der var bift ingen DLeleivingd eller frigs-
ruftning 1 denme Heer.  Lend mundering var diftnof Mibilidt og lap-
bet efter 40 aard vandring 1 grienen. Lered grenvinge og jmytter
[avde De maatte opofre til tabernaflet. De Deleivede iffe engang
ot natten de Tuffede porte. Det heber, at de blev natten over t lei-
ren: faalede8 gjorde de i G dage. Det er naturligt, at Jerifo for
Hoer dag, fom gif uden at der faaed wnogen virfning efter den Yar-
metibe Hob, maatte blive endnu tryggere og fuldbe af Haan og for-
agt over JSrael.  JBrael Havde faaet det paaleeg, af iffe et ord
flbe udgaa af bdered mund unbder dered marfch omfring ftaden,
forend man bleefte i farmBornet med lange toner, naar de Ygrte
Dafunensd Iyd.  Mien dette jfede fgrit ba de dew Tohe gang gif omfring
baa den Tde dag. La jfulde folfet ffrige. Da faldt endelig muren
neb.

Baa Tignenbe maade jfal vi lgie bor opgave. Hverfent lovens
larmborn eller ebangelietd naadesbajuner ifal vige fra vor mumbd.
Thi denr freenige Gudd aaud har givet o8 dem il mennejfersd frelje
bed de 7 Gudsd aander, d. e, den Helligaands forffjellige gaver og
virtninger. Lovend hHammer maa il for af fuufe og Holbe nede det
hHaarde g trodfige Hierte og ebangeliet jfal jfabe og opholde et nut
hierte og liv.

Bi maatte veeve forberedte paa, at verden iffe mer nu end fpr fan
fordrage dent uafladelige ftgden paa bHafumerne for den reme leeve,
det bleb jo jagt 08, at bil vi det, da faar Li gigre det udenfor for od
felb.  Mien def veerjte er, at vi dedveerre har grund til af frygte for,
at bt felv altfor fnart fan blive forfagte, fordi vi faler, Hoor upopu-
Teer vor {tilling er og DHbor lidet vt fer af frugter. et fan Heende, at
bi Tig I8rael faar Tavme HI fpof for verden Hele port [ib8 arbeids-
uge uden at fe nogen virfning. Men vor opgabe er iffe ab fgrge
for frugt og virfning, mew at preedife ordet purt og vent i tide og i
uttde med al Tangmodighed og Teerbom. KLad hover af 08 fun fe til,
Huorleded vi bpgger paa den grundvold, fom lagt cr, Hoilfen er Je-
fug Srijftus. Bi jfal nof Oafte 1 fin 1id, Jaafremt vi itfe treettes. Da
jfal enbuers gjerning blive aabenbar. ZThi dagen ffal flarlig vife
det. (1 Ror. 3, 13).



12

Derfor, elffede vrpdre og fefire 1 Hervenl BVorder jterte t Het-
reit og 1 hand beelded fraft! Sfgrer eder Guds fulde rujtning, at I
fan veere meegtige il af ftaa imod djcedbelend fnedige anlpb! THi bi
har iffe famp mod Ljpd og Llod, men mod forftendemmer, nwd mag-
. fer, mod verdend Derver, jom Gerffer 1 denne tid3 merfe, nod ond-
ffabens aandelige Heer under Hinmmelen. Zager derfor Guds fulde
ruftning paa, forat § fan gjgre moditand paa den onde dag g De-
ftaa efter af Have juldbragt alt! Saa ftaar da omgjordede om cherd
leender med fandhed og ifprte vetfeerdighedens pamfer og ambundne
om fgbberne med den feerdighed, fom fredend ebangeliunt giver, idet
3 Ll alt bette griber troend fjold, med Hpilfet § ffal funme fluffe
alle dert onbdesd gloende pile, og tager faliggigreliens Hielm og aan-
dend fverd, jom er Gud3 ord, idet § il enhver tid bede i aanden
med al bgn og begjeering, og er aarbaagne i dette med al baragtig-
Hed og Bgn for alle de Hellige. (€ph. 6, 10—18).

3. Men hbad ffal da bebeege og opmuntre 03 il alt dette?

Herpaa foarer Herren 1 bor fefit og figer: Har jeg iffe befalet
dig: Veer frimodig og jterf og reeddes iffe? Thi Herven, din Gud,
er med dig 1 alf, hvad du foretager dig. :

Med didfe ord figer Herren, at det er ham meget om af gigre,
at bi forftaar og cefterformmer hand vilje. - Len bgr beere 08 bebeeg-
grund nof il at Dgre og at Ipde Ham, entenr bi forftaar, Hborfor han
befaler det eller iffe. $an er ven treenige, den almeegtige Gud, jom
par Himlen i1 fin frone og jorden fil fin fodifanumel, Han er Sud
den trofajte &ud, fom bevarer baften og miffundheden mod tufinve
Ted, mod dem, fom elifer ham og Holber hang bud, men Han befaler
pem, der Gader Dam, lige 1 dered gine ved af lade dem omfonmme.
San opfeetter det iffe med den, fom hader Ham; lige 1 Hhand gdine be-
taler Han Bam. (B Mof. 7, 9. 10). Alle Herrend bLefalinger er
flare, oprigtige og beftemnte. ©bert ord og ftabelfe {fal man merte
fig og ablpde, ellerd fan man ved iffe at tage det faa ngie goa glip
af ftore pelfigneljer. Det er J8raels mistillid og egenraabighed et
abbarende efsempel paa. Endog Wofed gif glib af en ftor velgier-
ning bare, form det fned for o8, ved en liden uagijombed. Forvat
fEaffe xarael vand i grienen Hefalede Gud ham og Aron og fagde:
¥ ffal tale tif fhppen joa ffal den give band af fig. Men Wiofed gjor-
de mere. Han flog ogfaa paa flippen. Da fagde Herrven til Mofes
og til Avon: fordi & iffe froede paa mig, faa § felligede mig for
Xsraeld bprnd gine, derfor ffal ¥ ifte fove denne forfamling ind i
det Tand, jeg har givet dem. (4 Weof. 20, 7T—12). X 5ie Mofebog
3 forteeller Mojes, at han benfaldt Herren og jagde: Lad mig dog
drage over og fe det gode land paa Hin fide Jordanen. Men Hor-
ren var bred paa mig for ederd ffyld og Hgrte mig iffe. Saa al-
poriiqt mener Herren det med alt fit ord.

Meningen med didfe bud: veer frimodig og fterf, er, af bi ffal
tage bare paa at have og adlpde alt Guds ffrepue ord, blive rige i
al Teere og al fundifab og jaalebes elife og forlade 03 paa Gud alere,
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fordi ban Har elifet oz i, Froat iffe og veedded iffe, er Herrend
bud, dog itfe Tobend bubd og trudfler, men cvangelietd fraftige fald,
fom maar Han jiger: frygt iffe, du lille Hiord, thi det er eberd Faber
behageligt at give eber riget. Ronumer BHid I mig, alle, fom arv-
Geiver og er befueetede. @ib agt paa dig felv og paa lerdonumen,
giver agt paa bafumnens lyd! (Fer. 17). Qommer til brpllup, eller
gaar ogfaa ¥ Den 1 vingaarden, og mangfoldige lignenbe befalin-
ger, fom indeholder det deiligfte evangeliunt. Lerfor bil bi holde
08 ngie til alt hans ord. Thi er det ord, jom var talt vbed engle,
blevet fait, og har enbver obertreedelie og ulphdighed faaet fin tilbgr-
lige Tgn, Boorleded ffal vi da 1ndfly, derfomt vi iffe agte joa ftor en
falighed, fom, efter at den 1 begymndelfent var forfyudt af Herren, er
- Dleven ftadfeejtet for 03 af dem, Jjom Havde hgrt Ham. (Hebr. 2, 2. 3),

Fordi 6t er jaa tungnemme og fortfynte, vil det ofte falde 08
tunat og vanifeligt altid at tage det ngie med Guds ord. Prange
{fags for3 og modgange maa b1 preve af beere uden fuur, Vi taber
penner og paargrende, maa Handle fom out bi Hadbede far og wmor,
bredre og fgftre, og maa gjeelde for jtriddlyitie og ftivfindede, der
iffe ted at jplge med tiven eller ffiffe 08 1 den fom folf flefi.

Dette er jo oglaa paa en maade jandt. Bi maa, fom Paulusg
figer, ftaa rede £l at ftraffe al ulydighed, jom vor Frelier gjorde og
fomn bi er faldte il af efterfelge Ham 1. Povedgrunden il faadan
cenajtelig faftheengen bed den vene leeve er den, jom tefjten angiver:
THi Hervew, din Sud, er med dig. Ubden Ham fan vi iffe beftaa.
Der er iffe Iyffe eller falighed 1 nogen anben. Gubdfrypgiighed er
npttig til alle ting, da den far forjeettelfe for det lib, form nu ev og
for bet tilfonumenne. Verdend venffab er Guds fiendifab. Hvo der
pil beere berdend ben, Dliver Guds fiende. (Naf. 4, 4). Det daar- -
lige fra Gud er vifere end menneffene, og det ffrebelige fra Gud e
jterfere end menneffene. (1 Kor. 1, 25). Derfom F blive 1 mit
ord, er ¥ i jandhed mine difciple, og ¥ ffal erfjende jandheden og
jandheden ffal frigigre eber. (Joh. 8, 31. 82). Jejusd Qriftus, Gud
og mand, er med alle fine i denne berdeng grienvandring ligefom
Han Tedjagede Idracld bprn giennem grfemwen t det forjcettede land.
$ang jtore barmbiertighed forlod dem iffe. Stpjtgtten veg iffe fra
dent om dagen for af lede demt paa veien, og ilditptten iffe om nat-
ten for at oblyfe den vei, de ffuldbe gaa. (Jteh. 9, 17). Terfor lad
08 beere ved godt mod. Er Gud for 08, hvo fan da beere imod 08
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Sormandens fynodaltale og indberetning

Rjcere medlriftne, brpdre og {aftre 1 Hevren!

€t bIif paa de firfelige, politiffe og fociale forfolde maa drive
08 il at beteenfe didfe Herrens ord il Timothend: Men bid dette,
at 1 De jidfte bage Jfulle vanifelige tider forejtaa! THi menneifene
ffulle veere egenticerlige, pengegjerrige, jiortalende, Govmodige, De-
fpottere, ulppige mod foreeldre, utafnenmelige, panbellige, ufjcer-
lige, uforligelige, bagtalere, wmaadelige, umilbe, uden ¥jeerlighed
til det gobe, forveedere, fremfufende, opbleefte, fomt mere efjfe vel-
Ipjt, end de clffe Gud, fom Have qudfrpgtigheds ffin, men fornegte
dend fraft. 2 Tun. 8, 1—D.

Med gru maa bi blive bar den gudforladte og Kriftus-fiendife
aandd inbtreengen og Herjinger paa alle Hold i det Huslige og of-
fentlige lib. Wied forfeerdelie maa vi e, Hoorledeg familielivet ghe-
leegged, og det, fom falded ffoledannelie og cibilifation er junfet ned
il at Dblive en Hobmodig og egenraadig materialidme, der arbeiber
paa af omityrte alle guddommelige ordninger og famfundsforhold.
Denmte verdend gud er meegtig 1 aljfens hemmelige jelifaber og ftore
foreminger, der undergraver baade firfe og ftat. Pean lever jom
man bil og vetter fig Hoerfen efter Gudd cller landetd lob, men
ftiller jine egne fordrvinger og fiember for demt med bold og magt.

Spgrge vi efter en modveegt herimod, jaa finder bi endog der,
Hoor man Tunde vente noget debre, nemlig i firfen, oglaa der av-
beiber rationalidme eller fornuftleeve. Wan Temper firfend bidnes-
byrd efter nutidbdmenneffers frab. Vian maa iffe fgre nogen Ffamp
for Gubs ords fandhed eller preedife faa, at verddn Hliver vred eller
faa, at nogen faar et jting, fom gigr Dam til et mennejfe, der treen-
ger jonbdforladelfe og naade. Man moa fun dyrfe jred og ro og
vife jaadan fjeerlighed, jom lefler med alt og alle og jgger at binde
verdens agtelje ved jiore fal af mend og midler. Det falder jaa
let og ftermmer faa godt med tidend aand at blanbe lov og ebange-
lium faaleded jammen, af Krijftug bliber en nbteftamentlig fobgiber
og moralleter og Hand budifab et betinget ebangelivim, Hnig ind-
hold Dberor paa mennejfetd forhold. Men Derbed er dog i birfe-
figheben firfensd grundoold forladt, Sriftt naadebudifab il fyn-
derve fornegtet og 1oget i meniejfet fat i Hand fted fom det afgjgrende.

Men Srifli og taldmendens vivffombed her paa jorden er alli-
gebel at overbebife berden om fyud, om vetferdighed og omr dom.
Om 1pnd, fordi de iffe tror pan Keijtusd, om retfeerdighed, fordi han
gaar t fadeven, men om dom, fordi benne verdend forfte er dpmi.
(ob. 16). Men delte Ludjfadb er baarftab og forargelje for den
itore perden. Derfor bejfjeeftiger mange enbdog i den Tutherife firfe
fig med at forlige Krifti leve med tidfaanden. At afvigeler fro
Sriftug ffer paa en fin maade er deffo veerrve, fordi mange rives
med 1 den fteerfe ftugm, idet de iffe Detcemfer, Hbor denm fdver Jen.

Med frygt og tuderlig befymring maa bi teenfe paa, Hoad freme
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tident ffjuler 1 fit {fjed for vove bgrn, bort land og folf. Ser vt 03
om effer, hvad demning de ftore og mogtige 1 landet hor af jette
op mod den rivende {tegm, da Haved nof enfelte vefter om, at reli-
aionslgs og Krijtus-fiendit {foledmmelie iffe vedder fra fordeervelie.
Mere end blind maa dent veere, fom iffe fer Haandifriften paa beeg-
gen endog nu efter de woldjommte ombeeltninger 1 Guroba og tilta-
gende barbariffe optrin mod lov og vet i port eqget land.

Alligevel Holder de allerileflte jtatSmend og jtove umiberfiteter
fun paa med at aubefale wiere og foftbarvere {foledanuelie i hare
berdpslige ting uden engang at neevne veligion, Guds ord eller guds-
froat.  Wean opfordrer til at jette fig Hoie idealer, men Hoad Hes
tyder disfe ord for dem, jom iffe How illid Hil elfer brug for cf
enefte &udg ord til undervisuing og spdragelie af ungdommen.

Vi bpr beteenfe, at vort offentlige, religions(gie og ofte Srijtug-
fiendffe ffolebcefen cr faaleded anlogt fra nederjte fladfe 1 folfe-
ftolenn £il den goerfte ved pmiverfitetet, af man derbed ifal dyatig-
gigred til at opnaa hdie idealer. Med didfe mened da vel de ting,
jorm berden Diger efter, nemlig cere, magt, rigdbom og gode dage
her i livet. Men figer mig da, om tragten cjter jeabont er noget
anbet end at bige efter og dyrfe de ting, forn Herren falder forne
og tifler, der foweler den gode feed? (WMart. 4, 19; Qut. 8, 14).
Ogiaa firfend meend anbefaler ofte bed jfole- og jlulningdjefter de
haie idbealer, fom da ogfaa forftaaed fun om jordijfe ting. @ iffe
faadan tale tbertimod disfe Hervend ord: fragier iffe efter de Haie
ting, men Holder eder til de labe?

Bare bertdlig visdom fon iffe taune noget vbeern mod daatr-
fab og rhggeslgshed. e vife blive tilifanune, be blive forjfrcetfede
og rammede. . &c, Hervend ord Habe de forfaftet; Hoori ffulde de
da Dave vigdom? figer Jeremiad. (8, 9). QHerrend frpgt er vis-
domd Dbegyndelje, og fundifab om Jen Dellige er forftand, jiger Sa-
Tomo.  (Drdfpr. 9, 10).  Hervend vidnesbyrd er frofaft, det gjwr
den enfoldige bid. @alm. 19, 8). Sun guddfryat cr nyttig Hl alle
ting. (1 Zim. 4, 8). Bt ved, at Herven har veilt ef vidneshyrd 1
Xafoh og ot e Tob 1 Jdvacl, fom Haw bgd bore feelve at fund-
ajgre fine bgrn, forat den folgenve fleegt funbde feette jit Haab til
®&ud og iffe glemme Gudg gjerninger, men Depare Hang bHud.
(©alm. 78).

Bi man befjende, at vore fedve 1 zen gamle norjfe fynode baade
[ecerte 08 Guds bilje om vore bgrud opdragelie i Herrend jrgt og
formaning, Dabde fleve veligiondifoler og brugte were Gudg ord i
hufene end tilfeldet Har beret hod 038 paa lang tid. Gid vi we alle

ed David finmie fige fil Gnud: En breendende Horme har grebet
mig ober de ugubelige, fom forlade din Tob. (Salm. 119, 53).
Da Havbde vi nof Laade vilje og udbforume il af {grge bedre for vore
Bgrud aandelige vel end at lade ftaten neejten forfrgble bem med
bare verdslige ting.

X fonodalbevetningen for 1873 finbed cof jortrwffeligt refevat
af formand §. A. Preud om ffolefagen, fom burde fiudered og cfter-
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fepes. Wil vi iffe adlyde Gucg befaling om bore egne bprng or-
pentlige undervidning og obdragelle i gudsfrpgt, Hvad adlybder bi
ham ba vel 17 Zerfom bi om denne jag Dare taler pent og flager
uden at gjgre unoget afvorligt for den, da blir vel enden of vort
pirfe fun en gjentagelfe af den gamle Jynodesd undergang. £g dog
fom jeg meb gleebe minde jynoden o, at nogle menigheder, nemlig
Somber og Rime Creef, jamt Bethania 1 Jowa og Wlbert Leq,
Minn., bar menigheddifole igang ligejom Fairbiew menighed 1
Pinneapolid Hhar begyndt godt. Jeg forftaar ogfaa, at bet er godt
Haab om at vejtre Kofhfonong nart vil beghnde en menighedsifole.
Paa Pacififfyften par ber engang 5 jlige ffoler, medens ber nu
finded fun en enefte, dven i PVartland. ‘

Efter nin fulbe overbevidning er dette bor bigtigite indre- og
hedningemidfion at oprette engelif Tutherjfe barnejfoler, Hoortil der
joml{ed alle de bgrn man fan faa, forat undervije dem om GSuds
ftore tjcerlighed il alfe menneifer og opdrage demt il jambittig-
Hedafulbe friftne og Dovgere. WMan jfal nof med fiden erfare, at
iffe faa faa foreeldre leever at jeette pri3 paa at benptte jaadanme
fofer. Derfor fror jeg, at midftondpenge iffe fan fortiden benpt-
fed bebre end ved at Hicelve Tutherife menigheder ijeer 1 jigrre byer
fif at oprette og drive faadanne midfiondanjtalter for bgrn. Eller
fal vi teenfe 08, at vi bar fortjette med af forjgmme vore egne bogrn,
men fenbde penge og arbeibere Tangt bort for at misdfionere? Dion
det er ret paa den maade at virte til at [hjeftagen flyttes fra 03 il
andre? Bi ved af Gud3d ord og erfarer det daglig, at man endog
med lang og fojtbar jfofeundervidning uden Guds ord3 tugt iffe
Yan hepaved 1 baab3pagten eller gjpres til gode borgere 1 landet.

&idb alle 1 vort famfund bilde formmme ibu, at Herren er jom
den bebite vew ner 03, naar Han i firiften faler til 08 om bore
bgrnd undervifning og obdragelfe i guddfrpgt, at bi derfor bil
Iotte til Hand fale. Da pilde vi fuart faa en foo baagen fambit-
tighed og brendende folelfe af vort anjbar ligeoverfor Guds bilje
og befaling, at vt ingen vo fif 1 at jende vore bgrn 1l veligiondlgie
elfer Rriftus-fiendffe ffoler, men leerte at fjende og felge Herrens
vifje.

Da tal vi not je, at vi Hav ubfomme, fordi Herren nof Holber
ogfaa ord fom didfe: Og det fhal ffe, derfom du Herer Herren, din
&uds, vait, faa du fager vbare baa at Here alle hand bud, fom jeg
byder dig idag, da ffal Herrent, din Sud, jette dig hateit over alle
fofferre paa jorden. g alle digje velfigneljer jfulle Fomme ober
big og vedberfaresd dig, naar du hHerer Hervensd, din GSuds, rpjt: bel- -
fignet ffal du beeve 1 jtaben, og veljignet ffal du veere paa marfen.
Belfignet ffal it 1ibd frugt vdeve og din jords frugt og dit ¥vegs
frugt, Belfignet ffal din furb veere og dit deigtrug. BVeljignet ifal
du peeve 1 din indgang, og velfignet jfal du beere 1 din udgang, ofv.

MDren det {fal ffe, verfom du iffe Hgrer Herven, din Guds, vpit,
faa du tager vare paa at Here alle hangd bud og hang love, fom jeg
byber dig ibag, da ffulfe alle bidje forbanbdeljer fomme ober dig og
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bederfares dig: Forbandet ffal du veere 1 jtaden, og forbanbdet ffal
ou beere paa marfen. Forbandet jfal din furb veere og dit deigirug.
Forbandet jfal dit [ib3 frugt beere og din jordd frugt. Forbanbdet
ffal D1 beere 1 din indgang, og forbandet ffal du veere 1 din udgang.
Serren ffal fende forbandelfen, forftyrrelfen og rebfelien mod bdig i
alt, bbad du udreeffer din Haand til, ofv. X vejfen af det 28de fap.
i bte Mofb. regner Herren op mange jvare ftraffebomme over jg-
derne.  ©om eget folf ffulde de oprpffed og adfpreded, hvilfet vi
ped er jbeet 03 fil advarfel og leerdom. Hprer og giver agf, Hov-
moder eder iffe, 1)1 Herven taier, jiger Jeremiad, fap. 13, 15.

Men fom indbending mod oprettelfe af friftelig ffole anfgred ofte
dette Hervensd ord: I fowdre opfgder ederd hprn 1 Hervend tugt og
formaning, fom om febdbrene maatte gjgre demne vigtige gjerning
alene udenfor leereembedet i menigheden. Tet er ganffe vift feedre-
nes pligt at {grge for Hoer jin familie. De er bet vel ogfaa, fom ved
fine Dorgervettigheder Har orduet med og Getaler for publifffolen,
ver iffe Dar faa alvorlige og vanjfelige ting at undervife 1 fom 1
veien til jalighed. g er der 1 menigheder feedre eller mgore, jom
har tid, leilighed, ebne og ubdbannelfe til at gientage for Dgrnene
alt Sudd raad til falighed, lov og evangelium, jaa flittigt fom Her-
ren foreffriver og fonmt man finder, at bgrnene treenger forat blibe
godt forberedte for det aandelige [ib3 alvor og rujtede mod tidensd
farer og frifteljer, da Tad faadanne Dlive lerere ogiaa for anbdre
bgrn, Hbid foreeldre itffe Har tid og come il af gjgre Herrend be-
faling fyloejt. )

Foracldre, fom virfelig vil opfgde fine barn il hHimmelborgere,
bil fnart finde, at den Hilligite og Dedfte ordming er janmumen med
andre friftne at oprette friftelige jfoler og iffe jende fine Dprn til
en ftole, fom iffe underdifer om Gud eller hand naade og heller iffe
bruger ordet Jom opmuntringd- og tugtemiddel, Huorved de fan leere
af fjende og Deherife den gamle Adai.

Denne {ag tor jeg {rimodig legge faadan bret paa, fordi det ex
min oberbebidning, at vi iffe Dehgber at Gygge en enefte Haiere Teeve-
anjtalt elfer anfeette fleve leerere, om vi iffe vil, men fan alligebel
faa Daade prefter og leevere bel uddannede bave vi fuude fende til
Gefjendelfedtro Iutherife anjtalter fromme og fambittigheddfulde
pnglinge, jom 1 tro og fHeerlighed 1 Gud vil tjene hand firfe 10landt
03. Det er mit gnife, at vort jamfuud funde faa den overenstomfit
med bore misfouriife troegbrgdre, at vi fan Didrage til og Denytte
dereg bgiere leeveanijtalter font vore egne, faalcenge de, font nu, 1d-
damner dhgtige og tro arbeidere 1 firfen.

Da jeg mu i fleve aar Har Havt rig anledning il paa nert Hold
at iagttage flere nyd uddbauncde unge prefterd og leerered Defien-
delfe, principer og arbeide, tor jeq frimodig gibe SHnoden dette raad.

Sont en ftor belfignelje og lettelfe for vor gjerning Holder bi
io faft baa de Yerdomme og grundietuinger, fom den gamle norjte
Synode ftod fajt paa fele tiden fra 1853 il 1911, <Le faa jbag-
heder, fom fom tilfyne, dleb afocergede og rettede ved flave vidbnes-
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byrd. Ri behgber iffe af fpilde tid vg freefter 1 lange forhandlinger
med Firfelige mod{tandere. Bi Har dog vel nu erfaring for, Hoor
unpttige og jfadelige be Har beeret. Wian ffender vor fro og leere,
eller man fan let forvigdfe fig devom, uben at bi indlader 03 paa
videre forfandlinger. 21 mogen cerligt og uforbeholbent vife, at
ban Dyloer de vigtige lerdomme, der gab bore fredre 1 Synoden
endog under fattighom viddom og evne til af udrette joa meget for
firfend grunbdleggelfe og trivbfel blandt vort folf i vort lanbd, da er
pi altib billige til af ubdrveetfe broberhaanden. Let gjelder for o3
at blive Goer paa vor poift, tro indtil enden, 1 den erfiendte jandhed,

Det er fmerteligt at iaattage, at endiu fun enfelte af vore for-
rige troedbrgdre har jagt fig B3 fra anjvar for ulutherit lere og
ufirfelig prafjis i ,Den Norft LQuitherffe Kirfe 1 Amerifa.” Pon
de pirfelig trgiter fig med den beflagelige ertleering, fom majorife-
ten i ben Jorffe Synode antog 1 1913, at ,Synoden vil iffe jom
famfund beere anfbarlig for enfeltmeendsd udialelfer, enten 1 tale
elfer ffrift, medmindre det paa en cller anden maade jom Jaumfund
har fanftioneret jaomme.” erren bgier fig nof iffc for, Hoad en
majoritet vil eller iffe vil. THi Han figer til alle, 3 Mofb. 19, 17:
D ffal iveftefeette din neefte, forat du iffe jfal beere fyud for hans
ftnlo. g Gzet. 33, 8: Naar du iffe taler for at adbbare den ugude-
Iige for Hang bvet, da ffal ham, den ugudelige, dg for fin midgjer-
ningd f{yld, men Hand Llod vil jeg freebe af din Hoand.

et er mit Haab, at Synoden iffe bil gibe efter for friftelfen til
at oprette andre ftore eller fmaa fond end de, fom vi nu Har il
Hicelp for firfer og ffoler ped rentefrie laan. Ellers drages firfen
ind 1 verdslige fyiler med Dbeteenfelig banfforvetning eller henge-
ublaan, ret8jager og udpantninger (foreclofured) endog mod fattige
firfemedlenmmer. Bt maa med Quiher og vor befjendelfe 1 de
fchmalfaldijfe aviiffer bGeflage, at ,aager og gjerrighed Har brudt
ind fom en fyndflod og er blevben fil ihel ret.” (&. 243).

Tet fan iffe bebifes med friftelige grunde, at troende mennejfer
bgr oprette nogen anden penfionstadje eller livdadjuranfe end den,
forre Qerrven felv Har oprettet ved fine Herlige og uroffelige Tafter om
faperlig ombu for fiel og legeme 1 tid og ebighed. San ncgen
forfitre 03, of itfe Tgfter om pengehjcelp efter dadsfald eller Iyffe-
ipil er ot paafund af den gamle jlange for atf efterabe vor Hervesd
Ipfter om ftore Herligheder efter en falig dgd i troen?

De, jom tror Gud, blir aldbrig foegne. Ve, fom iffe tror Sud,
eller iffe er tilfredsd med @Guds Igiter til fin brud, fivfen, Har ingen
ret Hl at fave frenmmed i1d ved at feette fine ujle garantier ved fiden
af brudgommend egne. BUT nogen forarmet endog Han beftreebte
fig for at veere en god Husholder over Gudsd mange lags naade, da
har Herren jorget for, at de friftne med gleebe bil Hjcelpe der, Hoor
de harer om trang. Ejter friftelig fjeerlighed ntaa de jorubdfeette, af
ingen er for ftolt til af beere fig fin jande tilifand befjendt.

Endog tilfyneladende ujfylbige penfionsdtasier frifter il Leteente-
Tige ting. ©om efgembpel fau nevneg fglgende, font hor voldt mis-
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tanfe og flage. &n nogenlunde pelftillet preft, jom lig enbhber an=
den fan flutte fig til penfiongfasdien eller lade det veerve, beghubder
forit fent at leegge venge i fadfen, men iffe loenge devefter er han
en af dem, fom efter reglerne drager en aavlig penjion, der jnart
oberftiger, Hoad Gan Gar lagt ind 1 penfionstasdfen. Hvad maoa da
de teenfe, fonr maaife 1 fnappe faar 1 lang tid Har ydet aarlige bi-
dbrag, naar de fer jaadant af bedpre ftillede embeddbrpdre?

Som Eriftne tror vi o, at fglvet og guldet Harer Herven il og
at Bart gtver Huer fin bejfiffede del. Habde Gan billet, at vi jfulde
have et forraad devaf jom fifferhed for vor egen eller bprnened Tle-
germlige udbformme, da Habde Han let furnmet fige fin firke, Hoor jgl-
bef og guldet var at finde. MWen derom Har Han fvdeligt jagt:
Samler eder iffe {fatte baa jorden, men famler eder jlatfe i Him-
Ten, Goor Hoerfenr mgl eller ruft fordeerve. THT Hoor eders ffat er,
der vil og eberd Hjerte veere. (Matt. 6). Sgger fprit Suds rige og
hand vetfeerdighed, da ifal alle digfe ting tillegges ebder.

Bort firfelige arbeide har i det foundue aar Havt fin jebne gang.
Dog maa det berettes, at &hell Roct menighed 1 Worth Co., Joma,
pajt. A. ¥ Torgerjond fald, Hhar bed en diftriftéretd fijendelfe bleben
frafjenot §in firfeciendont.  Denne menighed er en af de celdite, leen-
ge Detjent af pajt. L. 9. Torgerion, fenere af baft. O. . Lee, begge
falig afdgde.  €n liden minovitet, jom leenge Havde undladt at del-
tage 1 menighedend gubddtjenefter og andre mgder, anlagde jag mod
dent med frab paa firfeeiendommnen. Saabidt bidesd Har iffe Shell
Poct mentghed gjort noget beerve mod dem, fom ftebnte end, af de
iffe funde tiliterme ,Opgjpr” eller vilde pdeleegge fine feedred fam-
fund og ftifte ef npt. Naar nu dered firfe og grabpladsd er jra-
fiendt dem, faa maa vi vel udtale vor inderfige medfglelie med
dem, men ogiaa opmuntre til frimodighed og gleede under forfet ved
tanfen paa Hervend ord i 1 PWet. 3, 14: men om § end lide for vet-
feerdighedd ffyld, ere ¥ falige, men frpgter iffe, fom de frygte, og
forfeerdes iffe, men Helliger Gud Servew i eders Hjerter.

X det forlgbne aar er 2 firfer indviede, nemlig Vethaniasd firfe,
paft. Sanded fald ner Story City, Jowa, og BVor Frelfers, paft.
Gullernds fald ved Princeton, Minn, Candidat Theol. &. Sande
fra Goncordia Seminar 1 &St Louisd, Mo, bleb ordineret.

Hoad jeg forreiten har gjort for jomfundet er beflagelig [idet,
har nof taget del 1 et par preftemgder og Defggt nogle meniaheder
og embedgbrgdre, men frgfter mig med, at disje 1 friftelig og aaben
cerlighed gber Dbroderlig tugt og opmuntring ligeoberfor Hveranbdre.
Den fiendsgjerning, at der iffe begjeered alifend rvaad og infirufier
fra embeddmeeud i jamfundet bar veere et godt tegn paa, af Hoer
{gger bed fludiumt i Gudg ord og bpn at ftaa paa egne ben og af
udfdare det vigtige hyrdeembede 1 fro og Iydighed under ordetd an-
pigning. X bhvert fald maa bi hoabe og bede, at ingen Herrend tje-
ner giver tum for friffeljer til af fynes ilde omt fin anbetroede Hiord
eller at bede andre omt et bedre fald. Bor Hinmmelife Fader fan bi
bede om, Hoadjombelft bt vil 1 den Herred Jefu navm, men ingen
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emg)ebémanb blandt 03 er Herve ober noget fald, jom Han tan byde
anbdre.

dra vort Eollege og de ftaaende fomiteer bil der Dlive fremlagt
vapporter om dered vivfjombhed.

Falgende andragender om optagelfe 1 Synoden -foreligger til
endelig afgisrelfe, nemlig fra:

Bor Freljers (utherife fynodemenighed i New Hope, Wia.

Firjt €v. Quith. Church of Suttond BVay, Mich.

Fovejt €ity ev. luth. menighed, Winnebago county, Nomwa,

S ereforhandlinger

I
De vette frifivfelige principer fov Firfeftyvelfen.
(AT paft. John Henbdricts.)

For be ferfte Yrifine menigheder opjtod dette fpgrgdmaal meget
friart: Hoorledes ifal vt fomme tl et lepefet, der Debdft fuaver til vor
tro, og boilfen ftilling jfal vi indtage i den ydre firfelige ftyrelje?

Jefud Davde diftnof talt om fin menighedd Hus; nten nogen Hus-
orben Habde Han iffe givet fin menighed. Han Havde iffe efjterladt
nogen anvidning for menighedend jtyrelje Hoerferr med Henfyn il
Over enfelt menighed eller med fenfyn til menighederned jtlling il
hoerandre.

Operall finder vi, af froen paa Kriffug jom den forjettede Mies.
fiad bar den enefte vei, fom fgrte ind 1 Gud3 menighed. Jngen hore
former freeveded Guerfen af ben enfelte friftne eller af menigheden
forn en enbed. De pdre former for friftenlivetd fremtreeden t part-
i3 oberfod firfend Hherve £il menighederned jrie ndvifling, og iffe
paa noget puntt bandt han det 1il vidfe ydre former og Leftemmel-
fer. Som frie og mhndige jpnner og dotre 1 Herrven jfulde de frijhre
lebe et [iv, der foavede til deres tro. Lobtreeldom og autoritetd tro
par ufjendie ting 1 apoftelfirfen. Eoangelietd enile og frie aand
racbede hog de fgrite frijftne. Tette liv dife fig 1 deres befiendelfe
og deres baglige omgang. et bar iffe ombegnet ned menmeffelige
love pg anordninger; men det fprang frifft og frit fra dered Fjeer-
Yighed HiI bered Serre og Mefier, jom det flave vand fpringer jrijft
og frit fra filden.

Men dette cvangeliffe find forbed iffe femmelige ordninger og
bejtemmelfer for menighedens pbdre jiyrelfe, naar fun disfe bdre
former og Dejtemmelfer iffe betragieded jom noget, der Havde of
jelbfteentdigt veerd for Gud, og fom noget Herven froevede. Derfor
finber bi ogfaa, at apojtelfivfen var flar ober, hbad fom var’ gud-
dommelige orbiinger, og hbad forn bar menneffelige ovdninger. Al-
tid gialdf det for Den, at man man adlyde Gud mere end mennefter.
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For at vi fan faa of Yibet indDIlf 1 de rette frifirtelige principer
for tirfejtyrelien, ffal vi fe:
SHoort en Guds menighed beftaar.
Hoad den eier.
g Ovorledes dew bpr jiyres.

SHuort en Gud3s nenighed Heftaar.

En Guds menighed Har fit udipring itfe nedenfra, iffe fra natw
ren elfer fra den menneffelige danmelje; men den Har fit udjpring
obvenfra, fra en guddommelig ftiftelje i Gudd frie naave og fjcer-
lighed til 08 fyndere. Guds meiighed fom iffe iftand ved thang, og
ber fam iffe beftaa derved, at thang gves.

Som Gudsd menighed er oprettet af Herven felv, jaaledes eied
ben ogfaa af Ham, derfor faldes den 1 {friften: fmart Guds menighed,
fuart Qrifti menighed, juart Guds byguing, jwart Guds tempel og
fnart Krifti Tegeme. I Striften Heder det, at Kriftus erhvervede fig
vent med fit eget Dlod.

g naar bi meerfer 08 den maade, den tog fin begymdelfe pagq,
ba fer i flart, at den er ef Gudd veerf. Den friftne firfes {tiftelfes-
vag maa Heufgred il den fgrfte pintfedag efter Krifti Himmelfart.
Biftnot er det faudt, at Hriftud Havde jelv lagt grundvolden til fin
ntenighed, medend Han bandrede Her paa jorden. Demne gruudvold
bejtod deri, at alle de, fom Havde antaget ham 1 troen fom jin Frelfer,
fndlemmeded 1 hand rige. Wien medend Jefud bandrede Her paa jor-
den, bar denne ferjte begyndelfe meve ffjult 1 Kriftusd og var i alt
ledet af Hanmt.  Manbend nuye {ib Havde endda iffe naact fin fulde
ubdvitling, og dered crfjendelie af Gudsd rige var endda uflar. il
fuld udbitling og fuld flarhed fom de, naar den dag oprandt, fom
Qriftug ped flere leiligheder Havde talt om og lovef dem. Haw min-
ber Demt om, of Aanbden jfal feette demr iftand il at fe alt 1 ef flart
8 og lgfe den opgave, Gan Havde faavel demt til. Og Jefus for-
narer dem il af Holde fig volia i Jerufalent og bie paa Wandens
oelagtiggisrelje. .

Apoftlerne Holder fig Jefu ord eftervetlige. Le fer fremad med
leenigfel til Den time, da forjeettelfen ffal gaa t opfyldelie. Fi dage
par nu jorlgbire, jiden de Jfilted med jin eljfede MWefter. Nu var de
alle forfamlede til Dgn ved den 9de time. Ut Hovedgjenftanden for
dered jamtale og deres Dpn var Yandend fomme cr vel fiffert. Og
opfploelien af dere$ Dgu fomr pac underbar maade. For dered hp-
velfe deri, af de Dorte eun Iyd o af ew jeert jtorni; og for deres fin
deri, at de faa tunger jom af ilb, der fatte {ig paa enfhver af dem.
Dette meegtige umder bragte folfemcengden til at jftrgmme did, hoor-
fra Tnden Hprtesd. Og Der faar de hgre den fgrjte preedifen om Guds
menigheds ftiftelje —, en preedifen fom iffe bar menneffelig piss
doms ord, men Mandens tale; tHt den bar jo Holdt 1 et tungemaal,
fomt Manden ffabte. Her fer vt en aabenbarelfe ifra e anden per-
pen.  Her fan ingen fige, at dette bar et menmeifeligt voorf. Her
jtaar vt anfigt til anjigt med et tegn fra Himmelen, jom vidbner om,
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?tfgewen par den pirfende. Her fer vi, af Herven er menighedensd
tifter.

Naar menigheden er GSuds berf og Gudd eiendom, da falger
deraf, at fun disfe, jom Dherver Hervew fil, er lenmmer af Guds nre-
nighed. Ulle disfe og fun disfe, fom frov paa Sriftus, Hever HI
Guds menighed, enten de er medlemmer af den lofale menighed
eller ei. Disfe derimod, jom iffe er fanbe troende, hgrer iffe til
®udd menighed tiltrodad for, at de anfees for medlenumer i den In-
fale menighed og deltager 1 dend arbeibde.

Altfaa, Gudsd menighed Her paa jorden beftaar iffe 1 et vift ans
tal ceremonier, firfebpguinger og injtitutioner, fom repreefenferer
jordiff etendbom og magt, men den beftaar t de Delliges forfamling.

Hhad ben eier.

Gom Gudd menighed har fit udfprimg i Serven og iffe 1 noget
menneife, faaledes Har ogjaa Herren givet den bidfe gaber og goder
til bend opholdelfe og ubdbredelfe fer i verden. Ja, den har faaet
alt, Hoad ben treenger fil det uye livd jfabelie, opholdelie og ud-
bredelje. Den tramger iffe at vende fig hid eller did for of faa
noget.  Wienighedend Herre og SKonge figer il den: ,Alle ting er
edberd.” (1 for. 3, 21). Lg atter {iger Han 1l den: ,Ween I ere en
uobalgt {leegt, et fongelight preftedbgmmic, et YHelliat folf, et folf til
eiendom, for at ¥ jffulle forfynde Hansd btyder, jom faldbte eder fra
mprfet Hl fit underfulde 8. (1 Ret. 2, 9).

Serrven har givbet menigheden fit ord og fine foframenter, og
Dan Dar oprettet forligeliend tienejte il disfe naademidlerd forvalt-
ning. 1 Kor. 12, 27 Teefer vi: ,0Og Gud fatte 1 menigheden forjt
* nogle til apoftler, for det andet brofeter, for det fredie loerere.” Og
apojtelen PVaulug figer: ,Saa giver da agt paa eder felp og den
hele Bjord, 1 hbilfen den Helligaand Har fab eder o opfyndmcend
for at vogte Guds menighed.” (Aft. 20, 28). Altjaa ordetd em=
bede tilhprer menigheden og iffe il nogen enfelt ftand jom prefte-
ftanden. il menigheden er det Jefud jiger didfe ord: ,Hvadiom-
helft <% binde baa jorden, ffal beeve bunbdet 1 Himmelen, og Hoadjom-
helit X lgfe paa jorden, jfal veeve [gft 1 Hinmumelen.” (Matt. 18, 18).
Demie mtagt og myndighed tilbgrer den mindite menighed jaavel Jom
ben ftarfte og til ingen anden forfamling, det beere funoder, foncilier
eller firfefamfund. <y be Schmaltaldiffe artifler leefer bi: ,ThHi hvor
tirfen er, der er ogfoaa Defalingen til ot preedife evangeliet. Derfor
maa menigheden beholdbe magten il at falde, beelge og indvie firfe-
tjenere.”

Gfter Hoilke vegler og brinciper bor en Guds meniqhed fiyres?

Der, Hoor en Jaadan menighed findes med didfe Aawdend goder
og rettigheder, efter Duilfe vegler bgr en faaban menighed ftyres?
At Qriftug felb vil fiyre en faadan menighed er fiffert; og at
Han bil fthre den bed fit ord 1 feerlighed og itfe bed magt er ogjaa
fitfert. Thi Jaa fandt fom det er, at en fhnuderd omvendelfe er en

soil,
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frivillig fag, ligefan foudt er det ogfaa, at den frifhed lib 1 Guds
tirfe er frivillig (hdighed under Guds vilje og iffe en fag, jom ffer
af teang. ¥ begge tilfeelder er det Qrifti fjeerlighed, fom tbinger
den troende,

Dernceft, er ordetd forfynder i en faadan menighed et jendebud
b @riftt Jted.  Han taler blot def, jom Hand Herve og Fonge Deja-
fer pam at tale. San fommer paa Hand vegne og 1 hand nawt.
San preedifer iffe jig felb, men Kriftud Jejus. ¥ fig felv er han
blot et jfrgbeligt mennejfe, fom Hver dag maa lebe af Sudd naade,
men 1 Striftud er Han fterf. Som den, hHvem Herren har faaret ved
mwenighedend fald il af forvalte frugten af Jefu Hele forfonings
gierning, er Han baade Gudg og menighedensd tiener. Han opfafter
fig iffe fom Yerjfer ober menigheden, men jom alled fjeelejgrger og
brober.  Der, hoor Herren Har talt, tgr Han iffe gibe efter for at
Gehage fine tilbgrere. Men der, hoor Herren iffe Har talt, {ager
Ban iffe at drive fin bilje igjennem, Han bgier jig villigt for den
afgigrelie, fom menigheden Geftenumer.  Kun dette Hor Han ret til
at vente af menighedern, at den gjpe alt fom for Herrew og afgipr
alle ting {pmmelig og med ovdei.

Men Hoad fom gjelder ordetd tjener, det gjcelder ogfaa ethyvert
femr 1 menigleden.  Jngen 1 menigheden Dor enten baa en jEjult
eller aabenbar maabde {gge at fomme til magten, faa alle { menighe-
den ifal Handle efter denue ened mdfald og planer. Sem fande
friftne vil ingen i menigheden teenfe Hgtere om fig felv, end Han
bpr teenfe.  AMe bil Dehandle Goerandre i FHeerlighed., Grv der i
menigheden jfrgbelige 1 troen eller jvage 1 at feve et Tib, fom {pm-
mer fig for en friften, da vil alle behandle jaadamme fjeerligt og med
en cerlig vilje af fomme dem tilhjelp.

X menighedend ydre og indre arbeide vil Hobedveegten leegged
paa at binde fjcele og Hebare fjeele for SHerven. AN anjtaltmageri
og alle Gejtreebelfer paa at Gramnte i berdend give vil ifyes, da alle
1 menigheden altid Huifer, at Gudd fande menighed ifte opbngges
bed magt eller bed fraft, men vep Guds Hand. Alle ord fom didfe:
L1 er mange, bi er fteerfe, og bi er anfeede,” vil yde for GSuds
menighed fom en friftelje jra djcevelen, der jgger at verddliggigre
Suds firte.

XN den menighed, Hoor Krif ord er menighedend fob og Hans
Fjeerlighed Ddet baand, fomn binder de frijtie fammen, vil den rette
iber for Gudad riged udbredelje finded og den famde frihed GHerife.
& bden wmenighed derimod, Hbor Srifti ord og Hand Aand er lidet
FHeudt, vil magthavert, berddlighed og navufrijtendom Gerife.

Vaabyder Gubs vrd fmmfunbsdannelie?

Wen foruden Gudd menighed, faa vijer firfend Lijtorie og vor
egen erfaring, at dber Har beret og frembdeles er jonmmenutninger
af fleve menigheder, jom fuart fafder jig jamfund, fuart fynoder og
fiart foncilier.

Bi Har feet, at menighedend ophob er Gud, af Gan er dend jtif-
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ter og ingen anden. MWen bi bil lede forgiebed i Striften efter no-
get, fom tyder pan, af Herven {tiftede foruden menigheden ogfaa
fonfund eller andre firfelige {ammerdlutninger. $eller iffe finbder
bt noget i Sfrijten, fom thder paa, at vor Herre og JFrelfer talte
ot noget, fom peger i retning ad joabanne indretninger.

LBiftuot ped bi, af pabefirfen og andre, fom hHylder en Hierartift
famfunbdgorbning, paaftaar, at Ap. gj. fap. 15 taler om en Jaadan
fammenilutning.  Men pi ffal merfe 038, at 1 Ap. gi. 15 taled iffe
om et firfemgbe, faaledes fom vi forftaar med et firfemmsde, men
om et mgde af nogle udfendinger fra menigheden i Untiofia med
apoftlerne og med menigheden i Jernfalem.

Dette ngde 1 Jerujalem bar iffe of made af balgte repreefentan-
ter fra flere menigheber, men et mpde af nogle udjendinger fra me-
nigheden i MAntiofia med den Hele menighed 1 Jerufalem. Om bdette
mgde figer prof, Wosheim 1 fin firfebiftorie fulgende:

“A council, properly speaking, means an assembly of several
associated churches, or a congregation of delegates representing
a number of churches so united, in which the common welfare
of the whole is made the subjectmatter of consultation. . .
Now, that such an assembly as this was even once held in the
first century, is, what 1 am sure, no one (Let him take what
pains he may) will ever be able to find in the history of that
age.””” (Vol. I, p. 199).

X det Iy Tejtamente er der flere ting, fom thder paa, at ute-
nighederne paa apoitlernes tid iffe var fammeninpitet med noget an-
oet baand end den jelled tro og den jeelled beljendelfe.

De 7 Dreve adredjeret til de Nfiatiffe menigheder, jom Naben-
baringen begynbder med, bifer fybdeliq det farume. For det fgrite, fan
finbed intet 1 didfe breve, form vifer, at didfe menigheder var for-
bundne med noget ydve baand fom Jamfundsdbaans, eller at de habde
for vane at Holde fellefmgber med Hoerandre. Meget mere den
omiteendighed at vor Herre og Frelfer iffe tiltaler didfe menigheder
fout en enfed, men tiltaler dem Goer for fig, bifer, at de itfe Habde
noget anbdet tiljeelled end fin fro og fin befjendelfe. Derfom bdidfe
menigheder Javde mpdt Jamumen fra tid il anden for at afgjgre
bigtige jpgrgdmaal, vilde det da have veeret teenfeligt, at bor Herrve
og Hreljer Habde rvent overfeet dette? Wilbe bet iffe meget mere
bave beevet vimeligh, ab Han enten Havde dadlet tenne fremgongd-
maade eller opmuntret til jtprre tber i at pleie den?

Derneeft, faa ev der oglan noget anbdet bed didfe breved fuldfommne
taudhed angaaende al famfundddannelje, jom fortjener vor obmeerf-
fombed. Didfe breve Ieever 08, at der iffe bar faa liden lerveforitjel
i digfe memgheoer.  Nofolaiterme var udeluffet jra menigheden i
Efefus (Aab. 2, 6), derimod havde de fri adbgang i Pergamus (Aab.
2, 15).  Menigheden 1 Thyativa tillod jaadbanne at forblive 1 wme-
nigheden, fom aad afgudsdoffcre og bedrep Hor, endifjunt mange i
mentigheden anjaa didfe ting for offfpelige jynder.

Derjom nu disfe menigheder, jom lag i famme propins, havde
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havt tor fedbane at Golde feelledmgder med hinanden og Paa disdfe
mgber Davve forhandlet om de felled anliggender, hHuorleded ffal bi
oa forjtaa, Hborleded digfe jtove forifjelligheder 1 leeren fuude opjtaa
og bebdblive at beftaa?  Derfom disfe menigheder Habde bivaanet {y-
nodemgder, fan bi veere vidle paa, ab Nitolaiterned vranglere Habde
Elebet behaudlet og da centen blepet forfajtet cller amerfjendt, men
der er intet, jom tyder paa, at faa bar tilfeeldet.

En auden grund for jamfundsdannele finder {lere 1 ovdet biffop,
fomt fovefommier paa fleve fteder i det iy Teftamente; og de leeqger
da den mening 1 orvdet, at bdisfe, Jom ¥aldes Diffoper, var firfelige
opfgndmeend over flere menigheder, jom udgjorde en jypode.

PBrof. Theo. Bahn ffriver i jin inbdledning il det Ny Leftamente
dedaitgaaettde: '

Le fammte mend er fnarvt faldot biffoper og fnart presbytere.
Den enefte forifjel mellem disfe mend er bare en forifiel i navm.”
(Bird II, fide 92).

Dg prof. Schmidt ffriver 1 {in fivkehijtorie:

<5 enfelte menigheder finder i 1 den tidligite tid, at enfelte
meend blen Detrocde at feve tilfyn med menighederned anliggender,
og ifeer opfonr to embeder, presbyteried og diafonerned, Vresby-
terne falded faa, fordi de bleb tagne bHlaudl dem, fom bar celdit af
aar. e Dencebned ogjaa Dbiffoper, fordi dered embede Dbeftod i at
foreftaa og baage ober menighederne.” (Side 12).

At presbyter- og biffopembedet er det ene og jamme cibede {eed
peraf, at de Dencebiied altid fom en flerhed i den ene og {amime me-
nighen. I Ap. &g 20, 17 leefer iz, WMen fra Pilet fendte Han
bud il Efejud og faldte menighedensd celdite (presbytere) til fig.”
Og 1 verd 28 leefer vi: ,Saa giv agt paa eder jelb og paa den hHele
Giord, 1 Goilten ben Helligaand Har jab eber fom opfyndmeend (bi-
ffoper) for at bogte SGudd wenighed.”

AT dette fted fer bi, at der bar flere DLijfoper i den ene og jamume
menighed.

Detneeft, falded de jamme embedsmend fuart biffoper og frart
presbptere. J Titud 1, b og 7 leefer bi:

LDerfor lod jeg dig tilbage paa Kreta, af du ffulde bringe i
ordeit, hbad der fatteded, og indjeette eldjte (Presbytere) i Hver jtad,
fomn jeg bgd dig,” verd b.

LEBE det bgr en Diffop at veere ufiraffelig fom en Gudsd Hus-
Goloer,” vers 7.

Endelig, naar Paulus fender Hilfener 1l biffoperne og diafonerne
i Filippt udelader Han presdbpterne, fordi did{e var tndbefattet i De-
neebeelfen biffoper, jom flertal8formen difer. § Filippenferne 1,
1 leefer bi:

SBaulud og Timoteud, Jeju Krijti tieueve, il alle de Hellige t
Qriftud Jefus, jom er 1 Filibbi, tilligemed menighedend forftandere
(biftoper) og tjenere (diafomner).”

X pajtoralbrevene, Hoor Baulug ncebner de frab, fom ftilles til
alle errend tjenere, neebier Han bare to embeder 1 firfen, biffoper-
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ned og diatonerned. Dg lidt leengere ude 1 fit Hrep briger apoftelen
nabnet preddpter for bijfoh. N 1 Tim. 3, 1 Teefer vi: ,Det er en
froveerdig tale: Derfom nogen begicerer en Diifops embede Har Han
Iyft £il en god gjerning.” < fonunue Grew, fap. 5, 17, lejer vi: ,De
celbjte (presbyterne), fom er godbe forftandere, ifal man Holdbe dobbelt
cere beerd.”  er gigr PVaulud ingen forifiel paa bijfoperne og bred-
. byterne. '

Det er fprit 1 flutningen af det 2bvet qarhundrede, vi jinder en
forifiel 1 bidfe embeder. Vaa apoitlernes tid og lige il begyndelfen
af det 3die aarhundrede Taldted be farmme meend fnart biffoper og
fnart bredbyptere. Det er jaaleded flavt, at ud af ordet Hijfop fan
tntet Devifed med Genfyn I Jamfundddannelfe. Med vefte jfriver
prof. Schmidt 1 jin firfehijtorie:

Lom apojtlerne far trujfet foranftaltninger til af opnaa en feel-
fed firlejtyrelfe, og Hoilfen ben DHar wveevet, deronmt ved vi infet.”
(Sibe 12).

Foruden didle ting, fom bi Har anfert, neevner taldmenbdene for
apofteltirfensd famfundsbannelfe den ftilling, fom modermenigheden
i Jerufalem indiog lige overfor de anbdre menigheder.

AF Vaulusd’d breve fer vi, at apojtelen referever flere gange til
apoitlerire og menigheden t Jerufalem. (Gal. 1, 18; 2, 7. 8. 9).

Ween bi ffal merfe 05, at denne anfeelfe, fom Paulud giver tme-
nigheden 1 Jerujalem, fom iffe deraf, af menigheden freevede en
faaban anfeelfe, men den fomn deraf, at denne menighed jtod unber
apoftlerned bdivefte tilfyn. En lignende anfeelfe npd ogjaa anbdre
menigheder, fomm flod under en apoftels ledelfe.

24 jtal ogfaa merfe 08, af denne anjeelie gialdt fun ting, jom
angi¥f tro og leere og Habde intet 1ted den ydre fiyrelje at gjgre.

Disfe, fom mener, at denne anfeelie modermenigheden i Jerufa-
lernt ngd, Debifer, at de andre menigheder ffod under demite menig-
Hed, migforftaar fHillingen fuldjteendig. WMed rette jfriver prof.
Mosheim 1 fin firfehiftorie:  “It 1s a most egregious mistake for
any one to imagine, that we have in this anything like a proof of
an inequality having subsisted among the early churches, or of a
judicial power having been possessed by such of them as were
apostolical.” (Bind I, side 198).

Bi finder intet 1 det Ny Teftamente jom tyder baa, at menighe-
derned Henbendelfe il de menigheder, fom ftod under divefte tilfyn
af apoftlerne, var et frav, fom maatle efferfomimes, eller noget fom
var of binbende art. ¥ apojtelfirfen raadebe en fuld ligeftillethed
mellem alle menigheder. ,ZThe mojt perfect equality prevailed
among all the churches in pointd of vightd and pomer” figer prof.
Mosheim, og bideve figer How: ,each of them preferibing to itfelf
at any time, fuch laws and regulationd ad 8 civcumitanced ap-
peared to demand.” (Moshetm I, 325).

Af interedfe er det ogfaa, at 1 jfriden wmed Gnofjtifferne Hoovder
baade Jrenceud ogq Tertullian, ab den cegte apojioliffe Iere maatte
finbes 1 de menigheder, jom bar jtiftede af apoftlerne; men de gigr
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ingen forffjel mellem digfe menigheder. Derfom nu menigheden 1
Sserufalem Gavde indtaget en ferftilling, da pilde digfelig didfe to
ffribenter hHave ncebut dette,

En anden grund for af fleve frov, af apoftelfirfen pleiede jom-
fundédannelfe er de frivillige gaver, jom de Lille-afiatijfe menighe-
per pdede til de faltige frifbne 1 Judcea og da ferlig i Jerufalent.

Apoftelenr Paulug omtaler paa flere fteder 1 fine breve ,didfe ga-
ber, og de indtager en meget fremifudt pladd i Hand breve. Apojte-
leng 3die midfiondreife Geerer preeg af, at den for enm jtor del bar
en indjamlingsreife for de jattige frijtne. ¥ fit ijte Sor. breb, fap.
16 omtaler Han, Hoorledes en Jaadan tudjamling ffal ffe, idet Han
beder menigheden om at formme i den Hicelp il de ,Hellige”, jom
ban ogfaa har Hedt Galaterne om at erindre. Og i Gal. 2, 1—10
fer ni, at Han var bedi paa apojtelmpdet 1 Jerufalem om at foretage
faabanne indjamlinger til de fattige friftne i Judea og da jerlig i
Serufalem.  Denne Hicelp, jomr de bedre ftillede menigheder 1 Qille-
afien hdede til de fattige frijtne, fan iffe veere noget bebid for, at
0igfe menigheder ftod 1 et unbderorduet forhold tHI dem de ydede
bicelpen til, men meget meve et hevig for Ddered medlidenhed med
fine libende brgdre og fuftre 1 Herven.

Derneeft, faa bar denme Hielp Helt frivillig.

Vrof. Moshetm {friver:

“The contributions furnished consisted of all kinds of offer-
ings, or oblations, as they were commonly termed, which every
one according to his ability, and of his own free will, without
any sort of demand or admonition, brought with him to the
assembly.” (Mosheim I, 180).

Enbdelig, jaa bar denne Hieelp tffe bave pdet til de fattige friftne
i erufalemn, men 10 alle fattige friftne 1 Kudeea.

Men nu forumter bi 4 ef Herrend ord, jom maajie mere cmd
noget andet ffriftited har veeret Henpttet 1 {mmfundsinteresdiens fag,
nemlig, en del af Jefu phperiteprejtelige bgn: Joh. 17, 11. 20—23.

Pavefirfend taldmend paajtaar, at dette Herlige Gudsd ord faler
fun om en pdre organiif enfed.

Magtdveeldetd taldmeend 1 dewr (utherife firfe paaftaar, at ftedet
paabyder dannelien af foroder eller firfefamfund.

Bor gamle Synode Hrevdede, at jamfundsdanucelie er iffe baa-
budt i Gudd ord, men oberladt til memnejfets egen Dejtenmmelie.

At en of Synodend prejteleerere derfor ffulde erfleere paa fHno-
dpemddet 1 Stour Fallg, 1914 felgende, var e ny leve 1 Shnoden:

LCr det iffe den frijtued pligt den dag idag 1 fraft of Jejn
ppperiteprejtelige bgn at {sge at fonmme il enbhed og forening ogjaa
i det ydre, forat verden ftal fro, at Faderen Har fendt fin Sgn2”
(Syndlb. 1914, fide 26).

& dette perlige ffriftited beder bor Herve og Frelfer jor alle, fom
ped ordetd preedifen jfal fonume il troen paa Srijtusd. Bers 20.

Nefud beder o, at de fande troende jfal veere et 1 troedfamfun-
vet og Tjeerlighedsjomfundet med fig og {in Fader. g at grund-
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polpen for denne froend og Fjeerlighedend enfed ev fin enlied med
Kaberen; det fer bi af ordene: ,ligefom du, Fabder, i mig, og jeq
i big.”  Jefus fanumenligner iffe blot fin og Faderend enbhed wnred
be fanbe froendeg enfed, men Gaw fammenbinder fin og Faderend
enbed med uoplgfelige Laand med de troended enbed og DLygger de
troended enbed paa fin og Faderensd enhed fom fit fafte grundlag.
Lerd 21, Cn faadan aaubelig enlhed er en faa merfelig fremtoning,
at perden ved fynet deraf jfal Tedes 11 troen paa den, hHvem den fEyl-
der fin tilblivelfe, Vers 21. Det vigtigfte maal for Jefu bgn er, at
alle, fom 1 fand 1o annammer Gam 1 ordet og faframenterne, er faa
ngie fommentupitet med Sgimen og Faderen, at de fan falted eet

Det mere fierne maal for Jeju bgn er, at denne froend enhed
bil fom en frugt og felge af den, lede verden il at tro paa Kriftus
fomt verdensd Frelfer. Ween der er intet i dette jted, fom tyder paa,
at Jefud bad om, at en fuynlig eller organiff enfhed ffulbe opitaa, jom
firfefomfund eller e fivfe med en pabe i {pidfen.

svor at bt nu fan beere Hidfe paa, at vi er lutheranere og ftaar
paa ben grundvold, fom Quiher ftod baa ogiao i udleggeljen af dette
fted, bil vi anfgre nogle ubtalelfer aof Quther. K fin udleggelie af
den ghberiteprejtelige bgn- figer Quifer:

.Qer Dbergrer han atter den hate artifel om fin guddom, fom vi
obenfor (Parg. 35, 78, 117) nogle gange Har behandlet, og frem-
ftiller fig og Faderew 11l en lgnelfe og et efdempel for at forflarve,
hhad det er for en enbed, han mener. Jeg og du er ect, vIl Han fige,
i et auddommeliq veefent og majejteet; efter det famme efdempel ffal
pe iblandt brerandre ogjaa beere cet, og det fanaleded, at jujt den
felofamime enbed {fal beeve eet 1 08, det er, beere indforlivet i mig og
dig, fort, at de alle maa beere eet og idel eet 1 08 lGegge, ia, faa-
ledes cet brgd, at de Dar alt, hhad du og jeq formaar. Saaleded
bliver bi endog delagtig 1 den guddommelige natur, jom St. Reter
figer, 2 BVet. 1, 4. ZThi om end Faderen og Rriftud er eet paa eu
Biere og ubegribelig maabe ifglge det quddemmelige veefent, faa Har
bi bog alt dette, faa bdef er vort, og bi nyder det.” (Blefens obvft,,
fibe 120). :

Videre citerer Kpitlin 1 fin bog: Quthers Theologi, fide 364,
Quther 1 d13je ord: ,Det er en ffreeffelig vildfarelfe, naar man vil
gipre firfend enled til en ydre Tegemlig enfhed og Degroemdie den til
bigfe fteder. Sriftud for affondret firfensd enbed fra al ydre enlhed.”

g paa fide 303 i famme bog citéres Quiher i falgende ord:
Lor at fitre ficfend enhed behpved iffe afleggelien af noget lafte
til havefirfen, fom baven freever af cerfebiffoberne ved deres udbnceb-
nelfe.  Qirfend enbhed hHviler meget mere paa tro, Yaad og FHeerlig-
fed, faframenterne og ordet, og hoad anbdet firfen har i feelleditab.
N¥fe 1 noget jormt paven alene Har. Kriftud figer 1 Joh. 17: ,at be
ogfaa mtaa beeve eet 1 08,” og det er ,ect 1 08" iffe 1 babvefirfen.”

Men foruden LQuiherd vidnedbprd t tenne fog er def ogfaa gnife-
ligt, at vi hgrer andre lutherffe meends ord, og da feerlig jaadanne
meend bi anfer fom tro Iuthearnere.
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prof. §. Wieper af Misfouri Synoden figer 1 Synodalfonferen-
fens Dberetning for 1908, jite 16 fplgende:

Lt friftne, fonr bor haa fomne fted, bliver enige om at danne
en menighed og obrette ordetd fjenefte 1 fin midte er iffe noget, fom
er oberladt 1il dered eget forgodtbefindende, men det er en Guds be-
faling til bem. Dertmod dette, at menigheder bliber enige om at
panne ftore firfefamfund — fynoder, er iffe befalet af Herren, men
oet er en mennejfelig srdning.”

g Ohio Synobden tilftemte felgende udtalelfe af fin fornmand paa
deres foynobemgbde i 1917:

~Derneeft, foa er tet Ligeleded jiffert, at vor Frelfer beder iffe
ont en yore orgarijf forening, naar Han jiger: At de alle maa beeve
eet, ligefom ou, Fader.” Det er Heller iffe gnifeligt i alle tilfeel-
ber.” '

q prof. Stier, fom faa ofte var rofende omtalt bed vort theolo:
giffe feminarvimm jfriver:

Lot er langt fra, at en hdre forferet fovening, jom er jfuffende,
paabydesd i dette {ted.  dette {ted taled om den ene og jaymme Man-
deng enbhed, ved hvem alle Har adgang £l Faderen. Tenne Hand
er foreningsbaandet mellem olle janbde froemde. Demne enbed fin-
ded iffe blot Hog didfe, fom bor wcer Hinanden, wen ogfan Hod didle,
fom Bor fangt fra Hinanden og jom ev ufjendt med Hinanden, og Hod
digfe, fom Dor 1 alle Tanbe til alle fider.”

Enbdelig en udtalelfe meve. Provit Suftab Jenfen i Norge ifri-
ber i en preedifen, jom Gan Holdt 1 1898:

L$bad er det for en enbed, han (Fefud) beder om? Wean funde
teenfe paa en mere ydre eog fhnlig enhed, Hvorved Krifti firfe bilde
fremireede paa jorden jom eet famfund med felled forfatning, jeel-
le8 orduing og feelled ledelfe, en fivfe, der da aabenbart vilde blive
den veeldigite magt 1 berden, jom jo allerede den Nomerife firfeaf-
deling for fig felb paa en maade er en {tormagt.

Seg wed iffe om noget jaadant ifal opnaacs, jeg tviler derpaoa;
thi det vilde neppe endog veere gabnligt. Ler vilte dert veere fri-
ftelfer, fom allevede fgr 1 firfend Hijtorie hav vift fig af beere il
ftreettelige jtore, frifteljer fov den til at blive et rige iffe blot 1 denme
berdenr, wen ogjaa af denuc perden.

X alfald er tet aabenbart iffe demne enhed Herven wener, naar
Gan beder, at dc maa blive eet, ,Qigefom”, figer Haw, ,du, Fader,
i mig, og jeg 1 dig, at ogfaa de maa beere eet i 08.” Thi den enled
Serren Deder om for alle, fomn ved apoftlerned ord jfulle tro paa
Ham, den dybe firfe-enbed poa den feelled troed grunbd, det er enbeden
i fjeerlighed.” (Side 206).

g for at ingen flal tro, at alle Ioererne ved Synodend prefte-
ffole Teerte, fom Hin leerer vi anjerte, {fal vi anfére en lengere 1ubd-
talelje af prof. Jobsd. Plbidafer. I KNirvfetidende jor 1916 jfriver
prof. Plvidafer fplgende:

efug Deder i Dette affnit af fin yhperftepreftelige bon ome de
fande troendes enfed il alle tider indtil dagened ende. Denne en-
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bed er forft og egentlig en indre, en aandelig enhed mellem dem
felb indbyrded og med Herven. Det vifer ordene, ,ligefom” i pers
21 og 22, og ,eet i 03,” persd 21. DMen denne indbyrdesd enled i
tro og Ljeerlighed bil Jefus jfal freede frem i det ydre for vberden i
aabenbarelfen af dered troed- og fjeerligheds liv, 1 deved pirfe for
Guds rige og vel at merfe ogiaa i den befjendende tale. . . . Wen
Jefusd taler 1 dette affnit of fin bgn iffe om nogen Yodve enbed til
et yhre organiferet firfejamfund.

Paa denne maade har apoftelen, fom hgrte bgnnen, 1ffe forjtaaet
Grelfeven; thi ingen af dem, end iffe Johamnes, fom Har opbebaret
bgnnen for o8, har antydet mwoget jaadant 1 fine breve. Jffe paa
noget {ted i det My Teftamente finder vi, at de arbeidede for en pore
ovgantif fommenilutning of menigheder, hvad de maatte Have gjort
fom Iydige tienere, Hvis de Habde forftacet Mejteren derhen. Der
blev Geller iffe af anbdre arbeidet hentmod det maal 1 den forfte tid.
g bi bed, at de troendes indre enbhed godt fan treede frem for ber-
dent, om bdet end iffe ffer i form af famfundddannelfe.”

g 1 {friftet ,Netledning og Forfvar” Vie bind, fide 22, {friver
prof. Plvidater: ,Hvi3 vi vil blive flanende paa Striftend flippe-
grund, maa bi nof jige, faa bift fom det er, at menighedsdanmnelje
er en guddbonumelig ordning og maa fajtholded jom faadan, faa vift
er det ogfaa, at e ydre organiferet famfundddannelfe er noget, font
jtrengt taget Horer ind wnder den friftelige frihed og er iffe efter
direfte guddonumelig Dbefaling.”

Af didje bidnesbyhrd og mange flere, jom Tunde anfpres, fer vi,
hoorleded tro lutheranere Har opfattet Jjefu ypperitepreftelige ban,
vi fer, at de mener, at bor Herre og Frelfer iffe freevede, at de troens
be ffulde flutte fig fammen il fivfefamfund for at funne aabenbare
for perden den: indre aandend enbed. Luibher figer, at en ydre orga-
nift jammenilutning itfe Gar noget at gigre med den indre aandens
enbed i den forftand, at den ftulde beere et ufvigeligt fjendemeerte
paa den indre aandand enhed. Som et uigjenfgdt mennejfe fan man
iffe peere eet med de fande troende tiltrods for, at man jtaav i ydre
famfundaforbindelie med dem. Apoftelen Paulus figer, der er hHoer-
fen feellesifab, famjund, overensfternimelie eller bdelagtighed mellem
bem, Goor nteget de end er ligejtillede i bovgerlig Genjende efler fams-
fundsforbindelfe. Det er blot de fanbde troende, forn er delagtige 1 -
pen enbed Nejus taler om 1 fin ppperftepreftelige bgn; men mon
bliper itfe en jand troenbde ved at flutte fig til et firfefjamfund. ©ubds
fande firfe Her paa jorden — bde helliges jamfund — er iffe De-
greendiet af nogen memnejtelig organifation. Den heever fig ober
alle ydre Degreenddninger, og den rager i fii ophgiede ftlling ober
alle menneffelige anjtalter jom famfund, foncilier eller fynoder,

ApoftelFirfens ftilling il menighebens frifed og vettigheder.

& apoftelfirfen rvacdede den obfatning, af alle fande froende
var prefier og fonger for Herren. Let jom MWiojesd udtalte jom et
gnffe, at Hervensd Wand vilde leegge fig paa alle, bleb opfyldt i
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Rrifiug. BVed Ham oprefteded of aandensd fomfund, fom flgd divefte
fra Serren til alle troende og borttog alle jfranter, fom det Gamle
Teftamente jatte. Det preftelige og profetiffe embede, fom ftod jom
et midlerembede mellem Gud og nmennejfet i den gamle pagt, op-
harte 1 Rriftug.

Meen idet Sriftud Dorttog alt Hille mellem Gud og menneifet,
borttog Han ogfaa dermed alt jfille mellent de jamde troende inds
byrded. ¥ Jejug Kriftud, jom en minler jor alle, 1 Hvem alle blev
forenet med Gud, forenede Kriftud med fig felo alle til eet, og alle
troende bleb dermed gjorte til prefter og Fonger for Herren.

Dette aatidelige liv 1 Kriftus, dette aanbdelige preftedgmme, bar
iffe af den art, at det gjorde de friftne ligeghldige jor andresd man-
gel af digfe gober, meget mere, disfe goder, fom de frifitne eiede i
rigt maal, drev dem I at gigre Gubdd rige naade fiendt og Fjeer
for alle. Zette anjaa de iffe fom en pligt, fom fun Hoilede paa en
ubvalgt jtand, en breftelig ftand, men de anfaa det jomt en Feer op-
foldelfe af dered fald jom prefter for Herren. Huer entelt troende
gleedede fig 1 at tjene Herven 1 hand menighed Her paa jorden med
de epier og de gavber Herren Habde tildelt enfhver. Her fandted iffe
noget faadbant fom en ffelnen wmellem tienejter af hgiere og lavere
rang; alle barve lige, entenn de bare vige eller jattige, lcerde eller
uleerde. Drevnte af Krifti Licerlighed fremitillede de fine lemmer jom
et Tepende, Gelligt og Gud velbehageligt offer.

Wten fom alt Tib maa vife fig 1 det ydre paa en eller anbden maa-
de, maatte ogfaa Yandend nye liv i mentgheden vife jig t det pore
Bisfe pore former, der flgd jom en frugt og f#lge af froedlivet t
hiertet, gab fig -tilfyne. Og da Gud cr en ordenend Gud, og Hansd
[ib 1 e troende er et ordenend liv, bifte oglaa dette lib {ig 1 det ndre
1 menighedslivet 1 orduede former eller 1 en firfeftyrelfe. Og 1 ub-
poelfen af benne fthrelfe gjorde menigheden brug af de forjfiellige
gaver, fom fandtesd 1 dew, fom lever-gaven, tilfyngd-gaven og fattig-
forftander-gaben. Wen noget faadant foin, at disfe, jom bejad bdigfe
gaver, Detragtedes o en feerffilt ftand, fanbdtes iffe. Ale var eet
Tegeme i Qriftud.  Vrof. Feander figer i jin firfebijtorie:

“All these members, as organs of the whole and of the one
spirit which gave it life, were to co-operate, each in his appro-
priate place, for the common end.” (Neanders Kirkehistorie,
I bind, side 183).

g prof Mosheint figer 1 fin firfehiftorie:

“There reigned among the members of the Christian church,
however distinguished they were by worldly rank and titles. not
only an amiable harmony, but also a perfect equality. Nor in
this first century, was the distinction made between Christians,
of a more or less perfect order, which took place afterwards.”
(Eccl. Hist., bind I, side 38).

At dette ftyre, jom flgd fom en frugt og en {glge af Aandens nye
lib, ffulde {gge ot oprette over- og underflodfer er uforenlig med
friftendormmens aand.  Thi et fladfeftyre vil hindre menigheden i
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dens frie udbitling og 1 den frie og fulde fambirfen i menigheden af
alle dend Temmer. Dentghedend frie udvifling og et virtomt at-
beide i menigheven af alle dend lemmer opnaacs iffe ved et fiyre,
fom er bygget baa over- og underfladfer, men baa en lebende De-
vifthed Ho3 alle om, at alle er lige DLeveftigede, lige anfvarlige og
lige ngdbvendige i menighedend arbeide.

Derneeft, vil en famlen of magten i nogle faad DHeender med
1gdbendighed fgre med fig, at didfe faa vil tiltage fig en myndighed,
fom iffe er fjenlig for Guds menighed. < ftevet for ot {amle om
Kriftus, forherlige hand navn og tjene Ham, bil de famle om fig felv,
forherlige it eget nabn og fjene fig jelv.

Apoftlerne, jom vifinot i fglge jit divefte fald fra Herren, var
fatte til ledere og bidner om RKrifti forlgdnings gierning, funbde iffe
oberfgre bette fald paa nogen anden og maatte faaleded {laa jom
Ledere for Gudsd menighed Hele fit lin. DWen i hele dered pirfe fin-
der vi intet, jom tyder paa, at de jgate at udgve en bydende myns
dighed, — meget mere, vi finder, at de vifte den jigrite vefpeft for
menighebens frie uobifling og jdate et upartiff famarbeib‘e med alle
menighedend lemumer. Peter og Johanned ftilfer jig 1 tladje med de
andre filfyndmend i menigheden og gigr 1ffe frab paa at jiaa ober
nogent 1 beerdighed eller rarng.

Brof. Wroshetm ffriver 1 jin fufeblftoue:

“The power of enacting laws, of appointing teachers and
ministers, and of determening controversies, was lodged in the
people at large; nor did the apostles, although invested with
divine authority, either resolve on or sanction anything whatever
without the knowledge and concurrence of the general body of
Christians, of which the church was composed.” (I bind, side
146).

Da difeiplerited fal var reduferet ved Judad ifariotd forrveedert,
balgte de iffe egewmcegtig en mand i Hansd fted; men de tilftedevce-
rende, henimod 120 perfoner, udvalgte to perjoner af jin midie og
oberlod utfaavelfen 11l Herren gjennem lodfajtning. Og da det big-
tige fbgrgdntaal ffulde afgjdgres, om de Hedningefrijtne jfulbe lade
fig omiticere, fgrend de funde optaged i menigheden, bleb bette
{bgradmaal overladt il den Hele menighed 1 Jerujalem. €En lig-
nende fremgangdmaade finder bi 1 andre ting, fom angif apojtlernes
forhold 11l mentghederne. Wboitlerne {tod biftnof 1 felge jit fald fra
Servent i fpidfen for firfen, men de ordninger, jom fatteded blep
ttfe paabudt i fraft af apoftoliff myndighed, men i fraft af menig-
Hedernes fanttion.

Prof. Mosheimn ffriver fplgende:

“The people were, undoubtedly, the first in authority, for the
apostles showed by their own example, that nothing of moment
was to be carried on or determined without the consent of the
assembly; and such a method of proceeding was both prudent
and necessary in those critical times. It was, therefore, the
assembly of the people, which chose rulers and teachers, or re-
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ceived them by a iree and authoritative consent when recom-
mended by others. The same people rejected or confirmed by
their suffrages the laws that were proposed by their rulers to
the assembly ; excommunicated profligate and unwortliy members
of the Church ; restored the peniteut to their forfeited privileges.

. And in a word exercised all the authority which belongs
to such as are invested with sovereign power.” Iic. Hist. Vol.
I, p. 37).

Soor apojtlerne eller dered medhjcelpere vandt en Tiden flof for
efug Kriftud, danmedes en liden menighed, form ud af fir mmidte 1ud-
valgte fig en ordetd tjener ved apojtlerne eller dered medhicelpered
biftand til at Have tilfyn med den unge menigheds aandelige tard
Paar menigheden bleb ftgrve, bleb fleve valgt til benie tjenefte. Tidje
meend, jom blev balgte, faldbted juart bredbptere og jnart Dbijfoper.

At ordetd tjencre valgted af menigheden ved apoitlerned bijtand
bevidner ogfaa Glement af JNom 1 didfe ord:

“They (disse stillinger) should be filled according to the
judgment of approved men, with the consent of the whole com-
munity.”  (Kaptl. 42).

g 1 de Tolv Apoitlerd Rare, fom daterer fig fra en tid itfe
fenere end 100 aar efter Kriftud, lefer vi 1 faptl. XV, parag. 1:

“Elect therefore for yourself Bishops and Deacons worthy
of the Lord, men meek and not lovers of money, and truthful,
and approved; for they too minister to you the ministry of the
Prophets and Teachers.”

g faaleenge fom denme prafiis var fulgt jorhindres derved, at
meentd bleb paatbungne menighederne de iffe gnifede.

Dernceft, med Henfmr £l det forhold fom bdisfe menighedernes
tienere ffulbe ftaa i til menighederne, var tet iffe Lenjigten, at be
ffulde udgve en bybende myndighed. e jfulde vogte Gudsd menig-
bed og Have tilfyn med den iffe for ilet bindingd {yld, men af ficer-
lighed il den. ©Om Ddette forfhold ffriver prof. Modheim falgenbe:

“In this assembly (ordets tjener) acted, not so much with
the authority of a master, as with the diligence of a faithful
servant,”

De forjte {piver i apoficlfivFen £l et preficvelde vy of wagthaveri,

Bed at betragte Gudd firfe i dend grumdleggelie og 1 dend 1ubd-
bredelfe padfer infet billebe bedre paa den end fenepstornet. Som
der fra dette uanfeelige frg oprinder ct ftort tree, fnaleted vofite
firfen fra en liben flof fattige meend og fhinder HI ef rige, Hvig
greendfer ftreetfer jig til alle verdens egne. Eu faatan vefjt vifer,
at Gudg firfe ciede en fraft, fom overgif alle memmeifelige freefter.
g naar vi betvagter det fjcerlighedensd {ind, fom var faa vavut i
firfen paa denne tid, den aanwdens enhed fom hHerifede, og bet troend
baand formt Dandt alle fammen £l eet, da fer vi i digfe ting ben
magt, fomt Holdt Gudd firke oppe.

Wten dette Wandeng [iv og denne troens enled gjorde et dybt ind-
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frpf paa de np-cmvendte hedningefrifte.  Hoer faa de, at Hrfen gif
fremad tiltrods for den fierfefte modjtand fra de ftyrended haand og
den bitrefte Hhaan og fbot fra de dife og forftandiges mund. Her
medte didje np-omvendie noget de aldrig for Havbde feet eller ofp-
lebet.  Her jaa de een jamilic med een lov og eent fonge, fom bar
jteerfere end alle anbdre fonger og dog jagtmodigere og Fjeerligere
end alle.  Denne bevidithed at de var eet legeme 1 Kriftud Jefus
fyldte dered hjerte og giorde Bem jleerfe 1 favend ftund. & forfel-
gelferned ftorme erfarede oe velfignelien af denue enfed.

Men YHer 1 denne ftrid med Frfend fiender, jom jggte at tilintet
gigre firfen og dens enhed, ledebes e friftne ganjfe uformeerfet il
et feilfyn pea Firfend enbed, idet de oberburderte den ydre enhed
paa befojtning af firfens indre enfhed og liv. Ja, det tog iffe leenge
farend den hdre enhed gjordesd til det Hhovedjagelige og de pdre for-
mer £l det beefentlige. e pdre former for firfend enbed beghnbdte
nu at indtage ten pladd i Hjerterne fom Aandend liv og troens en-
bed fgr Davde indtaget. Let jomr ffulde Habe formet fig inderfra
udad formede fig udenfra indad. De ydre fovmer for firfend frem-
treeden 1 berden, font Olot ffulde veere en refletd af fivfens inbre lib,
blev Det bigtigite, og paa ben maade forfrgbleded firfend fanbde liv,
der bleb blot former uden [iv, foaleded fom jgbedommien bar paa
Qrifti id.

De forite fpiver til dette urigtige fyn pea firfend enhed finder
bt hog Jrenceud, jom 1 utningen af det 2det aarhundrede Hrevdede
deme ydre form for firfen, og of den Lelligaand meddelted fun
gjennern denne yove firfe. Han figer:

“It is only at the breast of the church, that one can be nursed
to life. He who takes not refuge in the church, cannot partake
of the Holy Spirit. He who separates himself from this church,
renounces the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” 1L III, c. 24, parg.
1 in Neander’s Church Hist. Vol. I, page 209).

Lenne firfe © fin yore form indiog fra mu af den pladsd fom
Guds fande Tirfe, de Helliged forfamling, for Davde indiaget. Dg
dert bleb til den enejte anftalt paa jorden, fom formidlede frelien i
Kriftug.  Der Teerted i, af udemom Ddenme firfe var der ingen
frelfe.

Dette falffe fpit paa firfen optager Cybrian i it frift: Kirfens
&nhed, og faftilaar, at firten er et mellemled mellem @ud og men-
neffet, og at den jom iffe {ilhgrer den ybre firfe vil gaa fortabt.

S vent allernicermefte forbinbdelfe med dette uvette jyn paa frfen
ftaar det fyu, form nu Deghndte at udvifle fig, nemlig, at getjtlighe-
den er en fra de almindelige friftne jeerffilt {tand. Mere og mere
fif ben mening indpas, ot geijtligheden er bejtemt til at byde og
folfet il at Ihde.

Qeeren om det aandelige breftedgmme blev fat 1 baggrumnden, og
[ceren om den geiftlige jftands obverhaihed blev jteerft Letonet.

Tra denite tid er bet ogfnn, af biffoperne betragtedes jom en
hoiere Tlagfe ituben geiftligheden. Leune forandrede fondmaade
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Havde fin grund iffe faa meget i de vegler og lobe, Jom fatteded fom
i den gradvife ubdbifling, der fom jaa af fige of fig felv. Da der
dannedes menigheder faavel paa landet fom i byerne, fif Hver me-
nighed fin biffed, jom tog fig af den uyitiftede menighed. Paa lan-
det Delholdbted denne orduing leengft, men ogjaa der 1 det 3die aar-
hundrede bled detf almindelig vegel, af didfe (andsmenigheder an-
foate by-Diffoperne om en predbpter. Demne predbyter anfatted of
by-biffopen og ftod altid fenerve under by-biffobend opfyn. Derneeft,
bleb det ogfaa ngbdvendigt at opbdele by-menighederne ned Hver fin
predbpter unber biffopend obipn, jonr filfeeldet var i Fom.

Meen det blev iffe alene med, at biffoperne fif en forrang obver
presboterne, der blev ogfaa oprettet grader iwden biffoperned veef-
fer; og maaden det ffebe paa, finber bi 1 de Hubpige fynoderd af-
Boldelje 1 jlutuingen af det 2det aarhundrede og begyndeljen af det
3die aarhumbdrede. Le ftprre byer {forr Nom, Alepandria, Efefus
og Yutiofia gjorde fit HI, at biffoperne i digfe bycr fif en forrang
ober de andre biffober paa grund af didfe Dyers centrale beliggeuhed
og fin politiffe indflgdelfe. Der opjtod {aaleded et ngiere fambicte
mellem provinjial-bijffoperne og biffoperne i hovedjteederne. Natur-
[iat bar det ogfaa at {ége ont raad og Hicelp hos didfe biffoper 1 leere-
fpevgsmaal; 101 1 digfe byer Davde jo apoftlerne leert, og dered lere
pat jo bBebaret 1 Drebe og den mundtlige overlebering. Seerlig i
Pom gialdt dette; thi der mente man at apoftelen Veter og Vaulusd
Ted martyrdgden.

&n aubden meget vighig grund fil, at fivfen fjernede {ig mere og
mere fra apoftelfirfen, var de DLybpige fynoder, fom Holdted fra
midten af det 20det aarhundrede. At Hidfe fynoder tjente til af venfe
firfen fra falife anjfuclicr og grundfefte den i fandheden fan itfe
negted.  EHi Jaalenge fom fynoderne var aabne for alle friftne og
itfe blot mgoer for geifiligheden optoged £l forhandling alle ting,
fom angif menighenerned feere og fib.  eller iffe anfaa man paa
denne 11D fonoderne jom en guddommelig anorduning, men blot fom
en menneffelig tndretuing.  Om dette figer prof. Weodheim 1 fin
firfehijtorie:

“At the close of the second century the practice of convening
cotncils had not been adopted either in Africa or in the Latin
Church, or in the East, or in Egypt, but solely in Greece.

These councils were at this time regarded as of mere liuman
origin, not as having been instituted either by Christ or his
apostles.” (Hist. Com. I, 332).

g om den fanune jag ffriver Tevtullian 1 it fTrift: Om Faften,
fap. XIII:

“It was customary in Greece for councils of the Church to
convene, and that their laws were enacted and duties imposed,
to which notwithstanding that they were purely of human origin,
no exceptions were ever taken.” (Citeret fra Mosheims Hist.
Com. I, 332).

Raa den tid fynoderne tog fin begyndelfe, anfaa biffoperne fig
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jom menighederned vepreefentanter; men bdet tog iffe Ieenge, forend
pe puffede paa fin ret jom apoftlerned cfterfglgere og Heevdede, at
dereg beflutninger bar menighedernes lop.

Brof. WMosheim ffriver om didfe fynoder fglgende:

“These councils of which we find not the smallest trace be-
fore the middle of this century (the 2nd) changed the whole
phase of the Church, and gave it a new form; for by them the
ancient privileges of the people were considerably diminished,
and the power and authority of the bishops greatly augmented.
The humility, indeed, and prudence of these pious prelates pre-
vented their assuming all at once the power with which they
were afterward invested. At their first appearance in these
general councils, they acknowledged that they were no more
than the delegates of their respective churches, and that they
acted in the name, and by the appointment of their people.

But they soon changed this humble tone, imperceptibly ex-
tended the limits of their authority, turned their influence into
dominion, and their councils into laws ; and openly asserted, that
Christ had empowered them to prescribe to his people Authorita-
tive rules of faith and manners.” (Ecl. Hist. Vol. I, 60).

Denne mpndighed, fom Ddiffoberne tiltog jig, forsgeded, naar
fgnoderne 1 de mindre fredfe foreuede fig og blev til almiudelige
fonoder.  Derom figer brof. Schaff t fin firfebijtorie fglgende:

“The consolidation of the Churches and their compact or-
ganization implied a restriction of the individual liberty in the
interest of order and the temptation of the abuse of authority.”
(Churcit Hist. Vol. I, page 193).

Disfe forandringer greb dybt ind i fivfend hele bejtaaen. Fra nu
af Tagded der miere an paa i forfyndelfen af frembringe lydighed
mod firfen cud baa at binde {jeele og Hevare fjele for Herven. Kor-
fetd preedifen traadte 1 baggrunden, og de menneffelige momenter
frembeeveded.  Sirfen bled meve og mere ef rige iffe bare 1 berden,
men ogiaa et vige of verden.

Bi Har pegt paa enfelte ting, fom vi tror laa tilgrund for den
forandring jom Dbegyudte at vije fig 1 firfen. Mien fgrend vi for-
Tader dette affnit, bil vi bege paa en ting Hl, jom vi fror er hobed-
aarfegen til fivfend tilbagegang. ©er fan iffe veere nogen tvil om,
at de fgrite friftne udmeerfet jig ved et Yandeud liv og en inderlig
fieerlighed til fin Grelfer. Denne jfare af troende meend og fuvin-
der bdreves il at antage Krijtud jom fin Frelfer, iffe fordi de Hhaa-
bebe at vinde vigdom og anjeelfe derbed, men fordi de lengeded efter
at frelfe {in fjel. De fandt Kriftus fom fin Frelfer. g i glad
fotnemmelighed fjente de hHam med et udelt Hierte.

Men efterhoert fom firfen votfte 1 antal, vighom og anfeelfe, faa
pend embeder blep gnjfelfedveerdige endog for berdend bgrn, forfel-
gelferne mod den ophgrie, og jtatend embeddmeend jaa paa den 1med

for deres {jeld frelie drev dem der, men fordi de Haabede at vinde
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berdalig cere og gepinit. Ran bi da peute, at der 1 en firfe, hoor
mange faadantie falder fig medlemmer af firfen, findes den iber for
&ud3 riges udbredelie og det Wandens liv, formn vi fandt i et faa rigt
maal 1 apoftelfivfen? Kan bi bente noget andet, end at den jom
af berdslige Henfun Har jluttet {ig il de troended forjamling bil
arbeide for noget andet i denne forjamling end verddlige Henfyn
og i dette arbeide verdsliggigre fivfen? &n friftendom, fom bejtaar
i tragten efter verdalig cere og glans, vil Tebe il den tilftand, fom
midtelalberend firfe ftaar for alle tider {om et afffrceffende efgem-
pel Daa. ‘

Luthers fyu poo wmenighedbens frihed og vettigheder.

<X middelalderend aaudelige mgrfe opfraadte Quther, hHpid ar-
beide gif ud paa at fgre firfen tilbage til den grundvold apoftelfir-
fen fiod paa. Lutherd grundietning var: Ethvert menneife ftaor
aufbarlig for Gud, og det modtager fra Herren den fribed og de
Aandens goder, fom Herren forjeetter alle troende 1 jit ord. Noget
mellemled mellent Sud og menneffet fjender Striften iffe, — et
mellemYed,. fom feetter menneffet 1 e umbnudigheds tiljtand og De-
rdver det boade anjvaret og gleeden i den perfonlige modtagelfe af
naadend goder. Den lggn, fom pavefirfen Har formaaet at Golbe
folfene fangne i, at leegfolfet fan fun obnaa naadend goder gjennem
geiftligheden og i mangel af dette mellemled vil naadend goder al-
orig Hlflpde nogen, er et menmmeifepaafund, fom paben og Hand tie-
nere Har fundet paa. Om folfetd ftilling til Sud figer Quther:

S Wtan har fundet paa at falde baver, biffoper, prefter og tlofter-
folf den geijtlige ftand, mien fyriter, herrer, Gaandveerfere og lanbd-
brugere den verddlige ftand, Hoabd der er en rvigtig fin forflaving
og pral. Dog ffal ingen lade fig ffreemme bderaf, og det af bden
grund, at alle friftne tilhgrer i jandhed ben geijtlige {tand, og der
er ingen anben foriffel nellem demn end dem, der flger af embedet
aleite, fom Paulusd figer 1 1 Kor. 12 fap., at vi alle tilfmnnen er
cet legeme, nien Duert fem Har dog fjin jeregne gjerning, Hvorned
det fjener de andre. Let formmer altfammien af, at bi Have een tro
og er fom frijtue ligeftilfede. ZHT daaben, evangeliet og troen gjpr
alle geijtlige og friftenfolf. Derfor er biffopend indvielie iffe an-
derleded, end ot han 1 fteden for Sen Hele Hob tog en ud af Goben
af dem, fom alle Har lige magt og befalede Dam at ubdgbe deune
magt paa alle de andres pegue, vet ligefom taar ti brgdre, alle
fongefarner, lige arbeberettigede, udbalgte en til at jihre arben for
pemt; de vare jo alle fonger, med lige mpndighed, og dog bliver en
af dem fat til at vegjere.” (il den frijtelige adel. Kuiherd Re-
formationgifrifter, 216).

Ser frembolber LQuther, at der er iffe noget jaadant fom en
geiitlig og verdslig ftand ifelge Gudd ord; og at embedet er ben
ertefte forifjel mwellemt de Yrijtue og orvdetd tjenere. e er begge lige
for Serven uden forrettigheder og privilegier den ene fremfor den
ander,
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Men Tigefaa Deftemt foin Qutbher Heebder denr enfelte friftned vet
og ligeftillethed mted ordetd tjenere, ligefaa beftemt Heebder han og-
faa ntenighedvend myndighed. Ved flutningen af fit oirfe jfriver
LQutbher i it ffrift, Vavedgmmet i Rom:

Ler Dgrer vt (Weatt. 18, 19. 20), at ogjaa to eller tre, jom
famleg 1 Qrijti navn, Har netop den famme magt jom St. Beter og
alle apolilevie; thi Herren er jelb der filjtede, fom Han ogfea figer
Gos oh. 14, 23. . . . Gud vil habe frie Heender med Henfyn til
meengoe, fterielje, Haihed, magt og hoad der er perjonligt Hosd men-
nefferte; men il alene veere Hod dem, jom eljfer and ord og Holder
det, var de end idel ftaldfarle. Hvad fpgrger han efter Yhgie, ftore,
meegtige herrver? . . . an figer: De {fal alle Have lige magt, ngg-
Ter og embede, ogfaa fo vette og fletfe friftne alene, naar de er for-
famlede 1 hang nabn.” (XVII, 1346).

Heller iffe bil Quther vide af noget firferegimente, jom umpn-
digajpr dbe friftne og bergver menigheden dend rettigheder. Da fon-
fiftorterne gjennem jurijterne tiltog fig ftgrre og ftgrre magt ober
menighederne, ffrev LQuther ved {lutningen of fit virke fslgende:

L Sicere folf, X ville holde mig mine tanfer tilgode, at jeg bliver
noget Heftig tmod jurifterme, ¥ ffal not faa Here mine grunde der-
for. Wi har nu ofte ffrevet, neejten i alle vore bgger, og afmalt det
faa flart, at man ffulde tro, man maatte funme gribe det, Hoorle-
Ded denne bor Herre Jefu Kriftt aandelige rige 1 Bethlehem er abd-
ftilt fra det verdslige vige og regimente. Og alligevel vil de Hai-
[cerde, forftandige jurifter intet bide eller forftaa deraf nu, mten de
fammenblander altfanumnen, vifle det nd i Hinauden, fgrer jambit-
tighederne vild, hen til det ubidfe. Lerfor er jeg vred, og vil beere
pred, fordi de gribe mig ind i Gudd rvegimente. . . . Den Jtprite
flof af jurijterne, faa undtagne, ber foragted af de anbdre, er i gruns
pent pabend tienere.. De ville iffe Have navn deraf, men bebife det
i gierning, idet de bille regjere firfen og treede med fgdder paa dend
fro tjenere. De bil beere i firfen og regjere jamvittighederne. Bi
maa jgnterrive et jaadant Lonfiftorium; thi bi vil fort og godt, iffe
have jurifterne og paven i det.” (XXII, 2160).

Didfe udtalelfer vifer, at Quther Heebdede fra fin fgrite opirceden
{1l fir ded apojtelfirfens leere om Guds menighed og dend rettighe-
der. Dette hand fyn paa firfen var iffe Igfe tanfer Hod Ham, men
en grundjeetning fom udgif fra Hang dybe ebangeliffe fyn paa fir-
fen3 beejen og ftyrelfe. Det forholver fig iffe faaledes, fomt nogle
mener, of Quiher forandrede fit fyn poa firfens rvettigheder 1 fine
fidfte lebeaar. 9t der bar ting, foin gjorde, at Hhan maatte finds
fig 1 meget, fomn itfe jtemte med Hand opfatning om menighedens
vettigheder, ev fiffert. Men Ddet bevettiger iffe nogen til of paaftaq,
at han forandrede fit fyn Paa disdfe ting.

Det fom Quther Haabede at opnaa bed ebangelietd rene forfyns
delfe og jaframenternes vette forbaltning, nemlig, en fri evangeliff
firfe, fit Hon iffe je. Wieget mere, der var flere ting, jom giotbde,
at Han jaa fremtiden tmgbde med bange anelfer. Og af Quther Hapde
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god grund for demire frygt bifer den uddbitling, jom firfejtyrelien tog
allevede medend DHon Tevede, og fom: udbiflede fig end mere efter
Hansd bgd. ¥ jtedet for en fri ebangeliff firfe udvitlede jig en jtats.
tirfe, fom bevgbede menigheden dens Gud-givne vet og Henumede den
i pend udvifling og Lefijt

‘Bud Jbilfet qrundlag lagbes den forfte Tutherife firfe 1 Hette {aud,
og efter Juilfe principer Blev den ftyret?

Dot forite firfelige arbeide paa denne fide af Havet er det, Jom
foenjferne begipndte ved Delaware i Hegyndelfen af det 17he aarhun-
drede. Af dette arbeide fremgaar det flart, at didfe pioncerer Havde
libet fyr for en frifivfe med en frificfelig forfatning. Bi finder,
at jtatstirfen 1 Sberige med nogle laante beftermmelfer fra den Re-
formerfe firfe i befte land bor didfe mend3 maniter for den forfat-
ning, de gab fin firfe. Wed fuld vet figer prof. BVente i fit Hrift:
Sutheranidm in America” : .

“From the very beginning, however, a spirit of legalism,
hierarchy, and unionism wormed its way into the promising
harvest. The congregations were not taught to govern them-
selves, but were ruled by provosts from Sweden.” = (Vol. I, page
12).

1ben toil dette bierartiffe grumdlag bar for en iffe ringe del
ffyld 1, at detfe arbeide Havmede 1 den Neformerte firfe. Thi det
maa indrgmmed, at en firfe, fom ftyres af et preftevcelde, bil iffe
beftaa 1 Teengderr.  Men fiden didfe menigheder ved Telaware for
Ieemge fiden Har obbgrt af beere Iutherffe menigheder, er dette ar-
beide af interedfe for o8 fun i den jorftand, at det {taar for o3 jom
et adbbarende ef8embel og bifer i Hvilfen retning et jaadant arbeide
faver.

et firfelige arbeide af inferesfe for 08 er det, jom optoges af
de tojfe Tutheranere i Pennjylvania, Netiv Port og omfringliggende
ftater, DHoid leder bar Mublenberg. Saa tidlig jom 1 1748 gjorbde
Mublenberg et forjgg paa at danne et famfund, men dette forfsa
bleb iffe til noget for nogle aar feirere, da Peunfylvania Sunoden
panneded. Len forfatning, jom dette famfund antog, var jfrevet af
Mublenberg og Har altid veeret normen for alle fenere antagne for-
fatninger.  Denne forfatning beerer tyhdelige preeg af, at den er
arundlagt haa et jtatativfeligt ftyre modificeret i enfelie dele efter
den Meformerte fivfe. Bi fan derfor med rvette jige, at med Penn-
fulvania Synodend dannelfe blev en modificeret ftatstivfe {tiftet paa
penne fide af Havet, hbis jtyrelje lagbes i prefternes Heenbder. MVie-
get betegnende beghnder jamfundetd forfatning faaledes:

“We, Ev. Lutheran preachers in Pennsylvania and neighbor-
ing states, by our signatures to this constitution, acknowledge
ourselves as a body, name this union of ours The German Ev.
Lutheran Ministerium in Pennsylvania and neighboring states.”

Der er intet, fom tyder paa, at demne forfatning blev forelagt
menighederue til bedgmmelfe og antagelje; det enefte vi Hgrer er, at
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prejterne damnede dette jamfund. Heller iffe Hover bi noget om, at
pette famfunds mgber bor raadgibende forfamlinger lige overfor
be enfelte mentgheder, men bi hgrer, at jamfundets bHejlutninger bar
binhenbe for menighederne.  ThHi 1 en jenere forfattet jomfunds-
ordning leefer i 1 fab. VI, parvag. 14 felgende:

“Whereas the united congregations are represented in the
synodical assembly by their delegates and have a seat and vote
in it, they accordingly are bound willingly to observe the deci-
sions and resolutions of the synodical assembly and the minis-
terium.”

At menighedernes vet er albeled tilfidefat, fer i deraf, at grund-
laget for fynodens magt og rvettigheder er iffe menighederne, men
prefterne.  Ud fra dette {yn talted der og Handleded paa fynode-
mgderne.  Reegdelegaterne habde ingen ftenumeret i de fgrite jynode-
mpder, den enefte vet de Habde var, at de funde fremleegge andra-
genbder eller vapporter ved hHvert mpded begyndelie, og naar de Havde
fremlagt fine andragender cller vapporter forlod de mpdet. § 1792
fit leegdelegaterne e jlagd jtermmmeret, men denne vet gjaldt fun
ubcefentlige ting. Angaaende denne rvet leefer vi falgende:

“Lay-delegates who have a right to vote shall sit together
at one place in the assembly; they are privileged to offer motions,
and to give their opinion and cast their vote in all questions sub-
mitted for decision and determination, except in matters per-
taining to the learning of candidates or of catechists, to questions
of orthodoxy and heterodoxy, the admission to and expulsion
from the ministerium and other similar cases.”

Dennte meget indifreentede vet Hil af ftermme Habde en legdele-
gat iffe fordi Hou vepreefenterede en menighed, men fordi at Hans
menighed Detjented of en breft jom tilhprte fynoden. Den rvegel
gjaldt 1 famfunbdet: Tabte preften fin ftemmeret 1 famfundet tabte
dermed menigheden jom var betjent af denne breft jin jternmeret.
Samfundetd forfatning faftilog ogiaa, at der for Gver enfelt leeg-
delegat ftulde beere to jtemmeberettigede prefter.

Meed henfon il menighederned falddret var jHllingen Heller iffe
bedre. Med vette jiger prof. Bente:

“To the congregations the Ministerium did not only prescribe
the Liturgy, but appointed and removed their pastors as they
saw fit.” (Am. Luth. I, 80).

$bor langt Ddette famfundébeelde gif vifer en beftenmmelfe, jom
Dlev fattet meget tidlig. Denne Leftemmelfe udelutfer iffe alene en
mertighed fra jamfundet, naar menigheden iffe vil Lgie fig 1 ydigs
hed unber jamfunddmagten, men menigheden forbydes al preftelig
Getjening og faaleded paa en maade feettes i ban. Bejlutninen Iy-
der faaleded:

“If a congregation heretofore connected with a synod should
refuse to obey the resolutions of that synod or the precepts of
this formula (The Constitution) it shall be excluded from the
connection with that synod as long as its disobedience lasts, and
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without special permission from the president neither any othel
synod nor a Lutheran pastor or candidate shall serve her’
(Troceedings, 1828, page 30).

Da General Synoden blev jtiftet 1 1820 blev tilftanden iffe for-
andret til det Dedre. Zhi de famfund, fom dannede det nye fam-
fund var gjenuemiyret af jmufunddmagten. Lenme magt oberfprie
de paa det uye famiund og dannede faaledes et ftgrre jamfund, der
i magt og mpndighed lignede de gamle jornfund.

Temrefesdice Synoden.

Dette prefteveelde og ftatsfivfelige ftyre meder bi 1 alle forfat-
ninger, fom {aa dagend 193 paa denne tid. Og Jeller tngen indii-
gelfer Dprted tmod dette Gievarfi ferend i 1819, da der gjordesd for-
beredende jfridt til af dbame General Shnodent. En rgjt Heebede fig
imod den forfatning, fom ffulde danne grundlaget for det npe fam-
fund, og denne vgjt var Tennesfee Synodern.

Denme Shnode blep ftiftet font en proteft imod den liberale Ford
Earolina Shnode og den ulutherife General Synode. Tennedjee
Synodend lgfen bav: Tilbage til Quther. ilbage tl den lutherjfe
firfesd befjendeljedifrifter. Jblandt de mange anfer, fom demne fh-
node gjorde imod Gencral Synodens paatenfte forfatning, er tisdfe
de alvorligite:

Samfundets ftenumneberettigede medlemmer er fordelt faalebes,
at for hoer entelt leegdelegat er fo prefter. Det er derfor fil ingen
nptte for en leegdelegat at bivaane fomfundets mpder uden forfaabidt
at mon gnifer den cere af fjene to Herrer.

Camfundet tiltager fig al rvet il at indfgre nye firfeififte og
at Qutherd Qatefidmus blot jfal bruged moHl famfundet anderle-
ded Deftermer.

Samfunubdet fan efter forgodtbefindende utelade eller forfafte
hvilfenfomnbelijt troesdartifel.

Sverfen Guds ord eller den Augsburgife Konfediion er neevnt i
forfatningen eller lagt tif grund for jamfundets tro og leere.

Weed famfundet opretted et Jerredgmme ober alle minijterier,
ibet tutet nuyt fan antages 1 menighederne uden jamfundets tilladelfe.
Seller tffe ffal nogen preft anfeesd for vettelig ordineret med mindre
famfunbet godfjender ordinationen.

Smgen fan med vighed jige, om iffe famfundet i fremtiden wil
fpae at forene fig med fefterne, da alle {ager i tro og leeve fan af-
gjgred med {temmegivbning. Lennedfee Synoden er hmod denne fam-
fundébdannelje; thi de hviler paa en forfatining, fom leegger en byrde
paa menighederne og faaledes iffe ifaber fred og FHeerlighed, men
ftrid, ufred og forbirring.

At Tennesjee Synoden paa grund af demne jin tro therife Hold-
ning bleb gjort fil gienftand for bitter Jaan og fpot figer fig felv.
et ftore famjund, General Synoden, paajtod, af Tennesjee Suno-
tend prefter iffe Habde nogen rvet Hl at veere prefter, og at deres
funode iffe var en lovlig fyuode; men et famfund fom plittede Fir-



42

fent og gbede et gdeleggelfens arbeide. Ween tiltrods for at Tentes-
fee Synoben bar forfulgt paa alle fider, gif den jtille fin gang frems-
ad uden at labe fig forvirre eller fare paa vildfpor af alle fine fien-
der. Og Yerren velfignede dend arbeide, faa den funbde iffe finde
arbeibere nof for ben mart Serven aabnede for den.

Misiouri Synoden.

@yb og tyve aar efterat denne fynode opbtog jin mandige famp
for Gudd menigheds frihed, opjtod cn anden taldmand for menig-
Hedens Gubd-givne rvet, og denne taldnand var Wisdfouri Shnoden.
Gom Tennesdfee Synodens lgfen var: Tilbage til Luther og den Tu-
therife fivfe3 Defjendelfe, faaledesd var ogjaa WMidjouri Synodens
[pfen det famme. Men her, lgefaabel fom mod Tennedfee Synoden,
brgd forfelgelfens ftornt [p8. X blabet, ,The Obierber” for 19be
febrisar 1864 Teefer bi:

“A little hand, like the hand of a man, appeared in the West.
The Germans came in ever greater multitudes and in more rapid
succession, They no longer joined the American Lutheran con-
gregations generally. An old Lutheran. in Bavaria (Loche)
turncd his eye on this country, sending colonies of hyper-Luth-
erans. They opposed the revivals. Some of them were pious
men, but their religious type differed from the Americans., They
were surrounded with influences which hindered their amalgama-
tion with American Christians. . . . In the year 1845 there were
probably no more than one or two dozen old Lutheran congre-
gations in this country. Now there are perhaps no less than
700 symbol Lutheran congregations of the old school in this
country, whose preachers numbering almost 500—are all symbol-
and hyper-Lutherans who profess to believe that the real body
and blood of Christ are orally received in the Lord’s Supper,
and that the unbelieving communicants as well as the believing
partake of the true body and blood of the Savior. They also
believe in regeneration by Baptism, and some of them also in
private confession, in exorcism, in beautifying the churches with
pictures and crucifixes, some of them also in bright daylight,
light wax-candles at communion. .

This German, anti-Biblical, anti-American element could have
been checked and absorbed by the American Church if an other
element had not been added.”

£q i jamme blad leefer vi:

“Tt is true, that there are some small factions who call them-
selves I.utherans, but they are not of us, and there is no hope
that the Missourians, or Buffaloans, and other small communions
will ever become wiser in their generation. But it is to be ex-
pected that their children and children’s children will outgrow
the prejudices of their fathers, and become sensible and useful
Christians. As said before, we do not regard these factions as
L.utherans: They have stolen a part of Luther’s livery, but they
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lack his spirit, and would be disowned by the great Reformer
if he were on earth now.”

PNaar bi figer, at det, fom ligger HI grumd for didfe jteerfe ovd,
er didfe Tutheraunered fyn paa det, fom de fror er Tutherdom og iffe
futherdont, da tager bi neppe feil 1 denne bor paaftand. Lhi def cr
flart, af digje ledere af bde pitlige jtaterd jamfund Habde et ganife
andet fyn paa, hvad en Iuther{t fivfe jfulde beere end disfe pioncerer,
jom Dbofatie fig i neerheden of &t Quis, DVette forjfjellige jyn an-
gif iffe alene firfend fro og [eere, men ogfaa dend forfaining og
dent aand, fom bifte fig 1 det Firfelige arbeibe.

Naar bi nuw jer paa det, jomr gab {tgdet til, at dette famfund i
pefterr, emlig Midlourt Synoden, Hley {tiftet, og det grundlag fom
dette famfund bley bygget baa, da maa di indrgmmme, af det bar
ganfte forffjelligt fra det grundlag, jom digfe gitlige jtaters {oam-
fund biev bpgget paa. THi bi finder intet, fom fyder paa, at bdet
var trangen til af bebare den Tutherife tro og leere ren og uforfaljtet,
fom gjorde, at digfe famfund i giten dannede General Symoden i
1820; men meget mere en jteerf ftreeben effer af forene alle [uthera-
nere 1 Mmerifa il eef ftort famfund nanfeet forifjelligheder i Teere
og praffis. Ultjaa, de bdre heufhyn var bdet afgjgrende i General
Synodend ftiftelfe og iffe den fande iver for at bebare &uds ord
purt og rent.

Naar dette par det afgigrende Henfyn 1 General Synodensd itif-
telfe, er Det da noget under, om et faadant famfund faa med foragt
paa det famfund i vejten, fom bar grundlagt baa en ganjfe forffjel-
lig grundvold og fom iffe funde beere med og gjgre den ftore @ettewI
Shnode endda ftgrre?

Derneeft, fan bi bente andet, end at den ulutherffe og unioniftiffe
Seneral Synode bilde fordgmme det famfund, fom lagde Hobedbreg-
ten netop baa det, fom General Shynoden anfaa af liden eller ingen
bethduing ?

a, fan vi vente andet, end af den jaa med dyb foragt paa dette
famjuud 1 veften, fom truede med at Bindre General Synodensd
jtore plan at famIe alle Tutheranete i 9erifa unber eet fivfetag?

Ntfaa, vet, Jom bt iffe maa tabe af figte, er, at i Her {taar an-
figt til anfigt meb to Belt forftjellige firfelige Letmngel Den ere
retning, jom @eneral Shnoden repreefenterer, gaar op i den pdre
ftorhed, fofte Hbad den fofte vIl. Om lutherdommen maa ofred paa
det ftore jamfunds alfer, faa faar det iffe Hjeclpe; thi Hobedfagen er
at fomle alle, fom DBeever bet [utherife nabm, unber eet jtort Ffirfe-
ftyre.

Dent aden retning, fom Widfourt Synoden vepreefenterer, Ficem-
per for een ting, Deder om een ting og villigt lider for af obnaa een
ting, nemlig, af foa anledning til at leeve Gudsd ord purt og vent
og lebe efter det foreffrebne Suds ord. Paa dette grundlag bleb
Misfourt Shnoden ftiftet. Za, bi fan fige med fuld vet, af det var
deme ene ting, fom gicrde, at didfe tro (utherffe mend og foinder
forlod {it feedreland i 1838 vg bovede den fatefulde veife ober Habet
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til et fremmed lond og til en egn 1 det fremmede land, jort bar lidet
tiendt og nceften ubeboet. Didfe cegte lutheranere funde itfe for fin
famuittighens ffyld bo 1 §it fedreland: tHi paa denne tid raadede for-
nuftdtroen i Thitland, ogq ebangeliet [gd iffe 1 de flejte guddhuje.
Det bar iffe Haabet om at opiaa jordiffe fordele, jom dreb disfe
oprigtige Tutheranere tif at forlade fit Diem og fin flegt og bove
veifent til et ufjendt land, men frangen efter af finde et fted, Loor
de uforftyrvet funbe tiene fin Herre og Frelfer, og hvor de funde
bhgge op en cegte evangeliff frifivfe. For dette maal Har dette jam-
fund fjempet trolig jiden det ftifteded lige mned til denne dag.

Synoden.

Den famp, jom Misfouri Shnoden optog for Guds menigheds
fribed og vettigheder, optog ogfaa bore feedre 1 den gamle Forffe
Sguode ligefra Synodens ftiftelfe. Wore feedre mente, af jamfun-
bet Dlot par en meuneffelig ordning, fom beftaar deri at flere felp-
fteendige menigheder flutter fig fammen med det maal for gie at ud-
rette ent del firfeligt arbeide famlet. Men aldrig Herffede den for-
ftacelje i Synoden, at menighederne gav affald paa noget af fine
rettigheter eller fin frijed ved at gaa ind i Shoden. Pan var aof
den Dbefternte formening, at menighederne iffe oprettede ved en faa-
bai ordning en myndighed over fig felb, fom ffulde beere deit by-
dende og de de Ihdernbe.

Som frie og felbfteendige menigheder udenom denne ordning bat
be lige frie og felvjteendige i den. Og fom de frivbilligt danmnede en
faaban ordning, funde de ogfaa frivbilligt freede ud af den. Heller
iffe mente man 1 Shnoden, at man obfyldte ot Hervens frav ved
at danne en faadan ordiing elfer bed at flutte fig £il den, man bar
fig fuldt bebift, at famfundddannelfe er hoerfen befalet eller forbudt
i SHerreitd ord.

At dette fyn er det, fom gjorde fig giceldende 1 Synoden fer bi
af mange ubdtalelfer, men bi ffal blot lede opmeertiombeden paa en.
Saa $idlig fom 1 1866 Friver formand &. . Vreud og pafior Oite-
fen falgende:

#Dent lutherffe fivfe lcever overensiternmende med @uds ord og
fine befjenbelfed ffrifter.

1) At en friftelig menighed er en guddomumelig ftiftelfe, at Ghad
felp ped ordet og faframenterne jamler og danmer den.

9) 9t menigheden aof fin Herre og brudbgom, Jefus Rriftus, Jar
faaet al magt og myndighed il af indiette og affette fivfetjenere
uden at ffplbe nogen anden regnffab derfor end Gud alene, der bift-
1of og freewer, at den ffal udgve fin magt iffe bilfaarlig, men efter
Hang 1 ordet aabenbavebe bilje.

3) €u fynode eller en udborted forening af menigheder, er iffe
ligefom en menighed anordnet og dannet af Gud felv, men aof men-
neffer; den beftaar bderfor iffe fom menigheden jure dibino (efter
gubdommelig vet, men jure humano (efter meuneffelig vef).
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4) Det er derfor en aldeled fri jag for en menighed, omt den bil
indtreede 1 en fhnode. Den jfal viftnof 1 fin beftemmelje lade fig
Tede af Gudd ord og af Fjeerlighed og friftelig omiorg for egen og
andre menighederd vel; nten den Hhar dog jelv rvetten til at afgjere
efter @udé ord, om faadan ynodeforbindelje bilde beere meniahe-
oen tienlig og derfor burde indgaaed eller iffe.

5) ar en menighed ifglge fri jelvbejternmelfe forenet fig med en
fonode, faa Har den naturlighid den famme frifet Hil af udiveede.
Na, iffe alene Dliver bet en pligt for den at bruge denme vet, Hoor
fynodenr forer falff Yeeve eller ugudelig praffid, men den Har ogiaa
ret $i1 af ifille fig med en vetfroende Jonode, naar den efter jamvit-
trgheddfuld prgvelfe finder, at forbindelfen paa grund af omjten-
dighederne iffe [eengere er tjenlig for den, joa fand omjorg jor den
felo maatte drive den til at fatte joadan bejlutning onmt at udireede.
Ja, felv om menigheben af ffrgbelighed Ledgmmier didje omitendig:
beder feilagtigen, jaa opbhgrer denm dog derfor iffe at veere en rvet
[uther)f menighed.

6) €r en menighed mdtraadt i en fynode, {aa jtaar det den frit
jor, om den il overdrage til Jhnoden eller dend minifterium rvetten
til at faldt preft for jig, ja endog til at afjcette Ham, eller om den
felv f=embeled vil udgoe denne rvet. Den da menigheden felv Fum
bar faaet rvet af Gud il at falde elfer aficette brefter efter Guds
ord og iffe 1 vilfaarlighed eller oudffab, faa er det indlpfende, at
menighenen altid beholver ret il felv efter ordet af prgbe, om ved-
fonmmende ogfaa Har udgvet den oberdragne magt efter Guds ord.
Ovor menigheden fer, at dette iffe jter, da Gar den al rvet og pligt
fil iffe at anertiende fomodens Handling, og altjaa, Hvid denne faldie
en ubeerdig tjener, tffe antage Ham, eller den afjatte en fro tje-
ner, iffe anerfjende affcettelfen, mien Dbeholde Ham. Ved faaledes
at protejtere mod fyuodend GHandlemaade, fordt den iired mod
®Suds ord, felb om dend bejlutning var fattet med nof jaa flor ma-
joritet eller med enftemmighed, tabie dog menigheden intet af fin
firfelige farvafter, men Debijte den meget mere.

7) Har en menighed iffe oberdraget til en fonode vetten til at
anjeette og affeette firfetjenere, da fan jhnoden naturfiguis iffe uddse
en jaadan, men er fun adbifory (vaadgivende); den fan Hoerfen ved
uogen majoritet eller enjtemmighed tiltage fig faadan vet — cud
iffe over en menighed, jorm tilhgrer fynoden. Len bilte meget mere
ped en jaadan handlemaade freenfe menighedend guddommelige vet
og gigre fig felo il en pabe og antifrift, der feetter fig ob over alf,
hoad Guds er. Men jligt overgred jfal ingen friften menighed
taale.

8) Torfaabidt retten il at iudfcette eller affeette Firfetjemere i
de menigheber fom er forenede med jpuoden, er oberdraget til denme,
faa Dar den nahurligbid denne ret i menigheden fun faalenge, denne
Dgrer tHI fynoden. &filler en menighed fig med fonoden, jaa ov-
hgrer dermed al fynodend ret 1 menigheden, og den fan Hverfen inbd-
jette eller affeette preft for den, lgefaalidt jonr forbude ham at of-
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ficieve (forrette) i deng midte. a, om endog breften for den ie-
nighed, jom er udtraadt af fynoden, fclv veabliver af ftaa 1 {onoden,
jaa Lan viftnof fynoden udjtgde Hom af fhuoden, om Han iffe bil hde
dend raad og frlge dend ordninger, ja den fan jorbyhde ham at ofjicicre
(forrette) 1 de menighebder, fom tilfgver fyuoden, men ligeoberfor
peir menighed, Jomt er udiraadt af fynoden, har dog fnrodensd be-
hutninger ingenfomfelit ghldighed eller Dethdning; thi idet menig-
beven ved fin udtreedelfe af fynobden opheever in forbindelfe med
denne, {aa tilbagefalder den eo idfo (netop dermed) alle de vetiig-
heder og al dent myndighed, forn den under forbindeljen med fhno-
den maontte Habe operdbraget ven; ligefont dent og med def janmue et-
fleerede fig [gft fra tidligere forbligtelfe il af umbderfafte {ig fhno-
vend beflutninger. .
Den 1ite oftober 1866. Keeds, Eolumbia Eo., Wis.
. U Preus,
Fovmand for den norif-lutherife Jhnode 1 Amerita.
Jacoh Wal Otiefen,
evang. Iuth. pajtor.”
NL»»fe puncwel finber vi oglaa 1 fynodend forfatning og da feer-
lig i faip V, paragraf 6, Hoor di lefer:
SLige oberfor de enfelte mcmgﬁtbel et de obvenfor neevnte wig-
der fun raadgivenve fmfnmlmgu
I denne pmagmf jeetfed mwenigheben paa den plads, Hoor Gud
bar fat dert 1 den forftand, at b‘nf’ felbteendighed anerfjendes, og
famfunbet frajfriver fig al vet vebd fine bejlutninger at byde og De-
fale ober zen. Qer anerfjentes den fanohed, at menighedent er en
guddormmelig ftiftelle med al magt og mhudighed. Stal jamfundet
derfor Habe nogen myndighed, waa det faa ben af menigheten. Men
itfe paa den maade maa Jomfundet faa denne myndighed, at menig-
heven gigr fig felv 1hmpubdig. Wienigheben bgr 1l enhber Hd fHabe
vet og anledning il at fage tilbage, Hnad den har givet jamjunbdet.
@&t aabent fyn forv dette frifirfelige jtyre 1 ©pnoden Havde ogjaa
auvre lutherife jomfund i dette land; thi fea tidlig fomn 1 1852 (e
fer vi 1 Ohio Synodens orgal, ,,Nutf)emn Stanbard” fulgende:
SMed alf dette er det bog merteligt, of det fyitem af Lirfeftyrel-
fert, fom de (&ynoden) nu er ifcerd med af oprette, er bet meft te-
mofratiife og giber folfet, join jeerifilt fra getftligheden, en fterre
andel 1 magt end 1 uogen anden del af de amerifanife jamfund.”
(Qutheran Stanbard den 28de fuli 1852).

Den Fovenede KivFes fHilling il Fafeftyrelien.
(The United Lutheran Church in America)

Den paaftand Hav veevet gjort, atb tigfe fomfund 1 giten er fom-
ne il et miere Gefjendeljestro ftandpuntt i tet fenere baade med Hen-
fon til Hoad firfen er og med Henfyn til Livfens fthrelie; men tet
¢r ent paajtand, fom mangler al biftorifl grund.

Som vi ved, ffede en fammenilutning 1 1918 of Geneval Syno-
to, Seneral Gounedl og den jorenede Synode 1 fpden (Lhe luited



47

Shnod it the South). Denrte nye orvganifation antog navnet: ,The
HMutted Luthevan Chureh in Mmeviea.” ¥ dette famfunds forfatning
leefer bi fplgende i fap. IT1, feft. G:

“Congregations representatively constituting the various
Synods may elect delegates through their Synods to represent
them in a general body, all decisions of which, when made in
accordance with the constitution, hind, so far as the terms of
mutual agreentent miake them binding.”

&t famfund, fom binder menighederne ved fine beflitninger, cr et
Tobginende famfund og iffe ef raadgivende famjund, fom den gamle
&yuode bar, og jomt bort jarrfund, Ten Norvife Synode, er 1dag.

€n liguende Oefterminelic finver vi ogfaa 1 fap. VIII, feft. 4,
hoor vi leefer:

“If Synods have bad due and legal opportunity to be repre-
sented in the conventions of the United Lutheran Church in
America, they are bound by all resolutions that have been passed
in accordance with the constitution.”

Danune magt fajtilaaes i benue forfatning jom den Renuiylvania
Epuoden og General Synosen fajtilog 1 fine forfatninger. Dagten
Ooiler 1 famtfundet, og menighederne er dets tjenere.

et fanure Gerfferveeloe bifer fig vglaa i den bellutning, fom
fajtilaar, at famfunvet jfal beftemme menigheberned leerebgger, op-
byggelfesbgger vg bgger for fivfeligh brig jom falmebdger og alter-
bager.

& famfundetd forfatning bHeder det:

“As to books of Devotion and Instruction etc. The United
Lutheran Church in America shall provide books of devotion
and instruction, such as liturgies, hymn-books, and catechisms,
and no synod without its sanction shall publish or recommend
books of this kind other than those provided by the general
body.”

S oen liben pamflet udgivet af ©en Fovenede Lutherife Kirfe 1
Himevita lefer vi paa fide 15 fglgende:

“Related to the congregations there exist the Constituent
Synads, the General body with its Boards and Committees, and
the General organization for men, women, young people etc. Of
these three the Synods with their elected officials constitute the
precminent authority in relation to the congregations.” (Iix-
tract from the minuts of 2nd Convt. of U. I.. Ch. in Am., 1920).

Ser figed der, at digfe forjamlinger er de fornemite indehavere
af magteir.  Digfe fonftitutionsbejtermmelier vifer at te jamme BHier-
artiife principer jom fandtes i de gamle jamfund 1 giten finded i det
he famfund, den forenede lutheriie firfe 1 Mmerifa. Noget anbet
funde Geller iffe ventes, da alle famifund, fom dannede denne firfe
1 1918 par fmittet af detfe jamfundsocibde, ja, enbog et fomfund,
nemtlig General Gouncil, jom {filte fig ifra General Synoden fordi
det iffe lengere funde taale dette Jomhmbdsvelde, grundlagded baa
eit forfatuing fom Gyloer netop det General Gouncil forlod den
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hievartiffe Seneral Synode for. ThHt 1 det dofument, fom dauner
grimdlaget for Seneral Eouncil, lefer vi fglgende:

“The congregations, in the normal state, is neither the pastors
without the people, nor the people without the pastors.” Am.
Ch. Hist. Vol. 1V, p. 474).

LBi trov og leerer, af menigheden er de Helliged famfund, og at
bet iffe er ngdvendig, at dette famifund maa habe en preft i fin
midfe for at bet fan falded de helliged famfund. § denne udtalelfe
gienfinver vi den famme leeve, jom bt jandt 1 de gamle famfund i
giten nemlig, at menigheden faar jin magt og myndighed ifra jin
preft.  Ultfaa efter denne Deftemmelfe er iffe menigheden fom faa-
ban magtend indehaber, men preften og menigheden i feellesdifab. Og
her fajtjilaaed ef urigtigt begred om, Yoad en Gudd menighed er, og
ud ifra bdette urigtige begrel om, Hbad menigheden er, fglger oglaa
den urigtige opfatning af menighedens forhold il famfundet.

Dette urigtige begreb om janfundets forholy £l Guds menig-
Hed jer vi udbtalt 1 falgenbe udtalelfe taget ifra famme dofument:

“The representatives of congregations thus convened in synod,
and acting in accordance with those conditions of mutual con-
gregational compact which are called a constitution, are for the
ends, and with the limitations defined in it, representatively the
congregations themselves.

A free, scriptural general council or synod, chosen by the
church, is, within the metes and bounds fixed by the church
which rchooses it, representatively that church itself.” (Americ.
Church Hist. Vol, IV, p. 474).

SHer gigres ven baaftand: Naar menighederned lovlig valgte re-
prefentanter mpgder paa jhnodemgderne og fatter bellutninger der,
er bidfe mgaber aldeles, fomr om menighederne felb havde BHandlet.
Derjorn det Hande oveeret Guds vilje, at nogen anden jtiftelfe end
Gudad menighed fFulde ftaa paa lige [inje med menigheden og ftulde
[gfe ten opgave Herven bavde givet menigheden at Ipfe, vilde iffe
Serrven Havde paabudt pette i jit ord?

Naar Gerven ev aldeled tausd desonganende, fer bi iffe devaf, at
der ev intet famfund Oer paa jorden foruden Guds menighed fom
har faaet af Qerrven det fald at Igfe den opgabe menigheden Hhar
faaet af (pfe?

Det er derjor iffe ffriftmeesiigt af fige, at famfundet gjennem de
loblig belgte reprafentanter er menigheden felb. En {aadan paa-
ftand er at gjsre en menneffelig orduning il en guddbommelig ftijtelfe
og dermed give famfundet en magt, jom det itfe tiltommer.

Gr Den Norff Lutherffe Kivfe en forfbarer af menighedens

frihed og vettigheber?

Bi har paaviit, af vore feebre i den gamle Synode ordnede og
ledede Tirfens ftyrelfe efter apoftelfivfen fom fit menfter. Samfun-
det bar for dent blot en menneffelig orduing, fom efter bedfte epime
ffulde tiene menighederne og iffe vegjere menighederne.
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taar vi e fer paa det nye jambund, Den Norft Quiberife Kivte,
og ajememleefer dend Deflutninger og forfatning, da finber vi, at
den. par forladt:ben vei apoftelfirfen og den gamle Synode gif og
Gar ilaaet ind paa en vei didfe gamle famfund i giten gif og jom
det nye famfund i giten, Den Fovenede Lutherife Kirfe 1 Mmerifa,
fremideles gaar paa. Med Jandhed fan det figed om det nye norjfe
famfiund, at det ofvede paa foreningend alter menighederned frifhed
og Gub-gibne ret.

-Meget Detegnende ffriver en forfatter 1 det nye norife jamfund:

LStignt arbeidet for menighedernes ret og felbftyre ingenlunde
Lar veevet oberdrevet, ja teppe er helt affluttet, faa Har dog dette ar-
beibe delvis veeret drevet paa en niaade (enfidig) at det Gar ffadet ar-
beibet for en fund og faft famfunddorganijation. Lenne enfidighed
Gar faaet fit udteyf i jlige fetninger jom, 'menigheden er af gud-
vommelig, men jamfundet er af mennejfelig oprindelje’; "Tofalme-
nigheden er den rette jorm for Gudd rige paa jorden’; ’Tamfunbet
er raadgivende, iffe lobgibende oberfor de enfe[te memgf)eba ofv.”
(Firehundredaarig Iut[)elbom, fibe 296).

Dg paa fide 298 1 famme bog leefer vi:

L&t Jamfundsd aaqrémgde er 1 bibelif forftand ligemeget en we-
nighed jom Hoilfenfombeljt lofalmenighed inden jamfundet. De er
begge ligemeget og ligelidet 'indjtiftet of Gud’ sg ben vette form
for Guds rige paa jorden.”

@&n paaftand jom denme, at et jamfund er ligefaabel inditiftet
af Serren Jom en menighed vil vidjelig forundre 08 i Den Norife
Spnode, Jom Har lert 1 Gudd ord, at det blot er Gud3d menighed,
fom er ftiftet of Hevven, og at de ferite friftue iffe fHendte til nogen
anden guddommelig ftiftelje, fom Havde faaet de gaber og den op-
gabe, forn menigheden Havde faaet. PYeen vor forundring bliver iffe
faa flor, naar bt leefer en artifel 1 det nye jamfunds firfelige ovgan,
fom handler om menighedend frifed og rettigheder. Y denme artifel
forefommer fglgende ubtalele:

LO0or menneffer famler fig om naademidlerned forvaltuing,
der er altfaa Guds firfe, firten.” (Quiheraneren den 12te nobvent-
ber 1920).

Bi er enig med forfatteren i, Fivehundredaarig Lutherdom” dert,
at en Jaadan forfamling, fom redaftgren jor det npe famfunda fir-
felige ovgan falder firfen, cv aldeles lig et famfund deri, at de er
Lligemeget og lgelidet tnditiftet af @ud;” thi faudheden er bden, at
de begge er Dlot mennejfelige ordninger. Suds jande menighed Hor
paa jorden er iffe fom demre blad-redaftgr mener enr Gvilfenfombeljt
forfamling, der Hgrer Gudd ord og bruger jaframenterie. Kivfen
er de Delliges forfamling — de fandz froended forfumling og ingen
anden forfamling. &un joaban wenighed eller firfe er iffe of men-
neffencert, men Suds veert. Samfundet devinod er en menneffelig
ordning, fordi at Herven iffe Har oprettet det eller paabudt i fit ovd,
at det ffal opretted. Altfaa, den paaftand ot et jamfunds aars-
mgde er i bibelff forftand ligemeget og lYigelidet en mienighed jom
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boilfenfombBeljt Tofalmenighed” er et mennejfepaafund, jom Gergoer
mentgheden pend Sud-gibne vet, og jom feetter jamtfundet til Herjfer
ober menigheden.

g at det npe norffe famfund er en Herjfer ober menighederne,
det fer bt af fleve fing. For det fprite, jaa Har det ubeluffet alt i
fin forfatning, jom taler om, af jamfunbdetd aar&mgder er blot vaad-
gibende forfamlinger lige oberfor de enfelte menigheder. MWed at
udeladbe denne vigtige paragraf har det nye jamfund Yagt menig-
hederne unbder fig og proflameret fig fom den Dhdiejte magt. Tenne
magtftilling, jom det nye novife jamfund Hav ifleedt fig udbtrnftes i
forifjellige ordelag, faaledes figer en forfatter i dette jamfunbd:

»Det jom menigheberne paa aardmgderne gjenitem jine delegater
beftemmer er Tov 1 famfundet.”

g en anden forfatter figer:

»Meenighed og jamfund er jibeordnet med Lenfyn il guddomme-
lig tnbdijtiftelfe og med fenfyn il bejfuttende magt og myudighed paa
fine egne vefpeftive omraader.” (Firehundredaarig LQuiherdom, jide
299), .

Detnceft, vifer denne uindffrentede jamfundsmyndighed fig ogiaa
1 forfatningend bejtenumelier angaaende menighederned ubtreehelfe
af famfundet. Det ev iffe nof, af en menighed bejlutter at treede ud
af fomfundet og angiver fine grunde derfor, det frebed ogfaa, at
formanbden i det diftrift, hoor menigheden er beliggende, ffal favit
forhandle med menigheden, og derjom menigheden faftholder fin He-
flutning, jfal formanden fremlegge udircepelfegerflceringen paa bdi-
jtrittamgdet. Det er flart, at en faadan fremgangdmaade gigr det
omtvent wmuligt for en menighed at opheve fin forbindelfe med
famfunbdet; thi magten ligger 1 jomfundetd og iffe i menighedernes
heenbder. .

Enoclig, jaa lefer vi en beflutning, fomt famfundet fattede paa
fit aar8ingte 1 Fargo, . D. 1918, Bejlutningen Iyder faaledes:

LDiftriftsformanden og Tirferaaddmedlermmet 1 det diftrift, hoor
ftillingen freeper det, ffal fammen med famfundets foelleSformand
Gave nwnbdighed til forelgbig inbdtil paafglgende dijtriftémede ot
fufpendere jaadanne prefter, jomr de finder ubvcerdige eller uduelige
eller ujtiffede fil embedet.” (Bert. 1918, 308).

Suor bliper det af menighederned ret der, hvor en jaadan beflut-
ning jtal gielde? § ben gamle Synoded jorfatning findes en para-
graf, jom Ipder faalede3:

o Dijtrifterneg formand ffal 1 forening med diftriftets anbet fir-
fernabd medlem og Shnodend formand have vet fil forelgbig tndtil
neejte diftrifts fonode at opheeve fynodalforbindelien med det ftaaenda
medlem, fom frodd gientagen formaning of &Guds ord fremturer i
aabenbar fyud 1 liv eller leere.”

X denne Synodensd beftemmelfe freevesd, at forfeelfen ffal beere
aabenbar fynd 1 leve eller liv. Dernceft, at den jfyldige tiltrods for
gientagen formaning aof Gudsd ord fremturer i fin fond. Dg ende-
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Tig, at hang forbindelfe med Synoden ophhebed, naar al formaning
bifer fig frugtesdlys.

3 det nye norife jonfund derimod figed intet om at vedfom-
mende jfal Habe gjort fig jfyldig i wogen aabenbar fynd, men Lare
dette, at Disje to formeend og dette firferaad3d medlem Har mynudig-
bed til at handle, naar de fuder det forgodt. Itogen forudgaaende
formaning of Gudg ord freeved iffe. Disfe embedsmeend Har iffe
alene tet il at opheebe fhnodaljorbindelfen med den eller de fom be
finber forgodt, men ogian til at ofifedige vedfommende fra ordet
tjenefte. Dette fan de gjgre udben at de giver den antlagede ret til
at blive hgrt; thi Deflutningen giver ingen faadan ret. Af Detyd-
ning for 08 er det ogfaa, at vi Teegger meerfe 111, atf denne bejlutning
giver digfe meend myndighed til at afifedige en prejt, udben Hand me-
nighedsd vidende eller vilje. At et jamfund fan ophebe fin for-
bindelfe med et af fine medlemmer, vil ingen befiride. Men at ef
famfund, jom blot er en menneffelig ordning, ffal tiltage fig den
myndighed aof afffedige Gudd og menighedens tjener, det jirider
imod &udd ord og er en freentelje af menighevensd ret.

€t overgred baa menighederned rettigheder er ogjaa det jaafaldte
liguingsipitemn, jom bruged 1 det nye norife jamfund. Tet flaor 1
firid med apoftelfivfend praffis og den Ny teftamentlige aand. Mied
rette jiger dr. Qorven:

LSynoden tgr altfoa iffe Habe nogen myndighed ober de entelte
menigheder. Den fan iffe poaleegge dem noget, iffe jordre noget
af dem, jom iffe Gud Har fordret, iffe ffatlegge dem.”

et nye norife famfund3 jorfatning bifer, at der er lagt an paa
at opreite et fraftigt tivfefthre med en udjtraft myndighed og mange
reftigheber.  WVeeglen Jeegged iffe paa at beerne om menighederned
ret, men paa af menighederne {fal Have fuld anledning til at bort-
give fine vettigheder og Tliden eller ingen vet til at tage dem tilbage.

Qad mig da afilutte dette indleeg med didje ord: Lobtreeldom,
fomfundabeelde og magthaveri er faa uforenlige med Guds ord jom
mgrfe nied 1y8, fulde med parme og Krijfud med belial. THi en
menighed, fomr Geftaar af Jande troende, fjenbder ingen ansen [ov
end Krifti Tob og ingen anben magt end Kriftt magt. Paa ingen
maade hoerfen Tan cller bil en foadan menighed gjgre fig il en
nrenneffetrel.  Men naar Levidjtheben om Jpnnefaarets jtaud jpgner
fen eller albeled dpr, da Dliver der rum for menneffetreldom og
magthaberi.

SDent fom 1 jandhed tiener den levende GSud ftaar freidig og ufor-
fagt lige overfor enhver mienneifelig myndighed, og Hans 1ubgielig-
hed for enhver memnejfelig ammasielfe ftaar i forhold il hang yd-
nge underfajtelfe unber Guds bilje.”
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How shall our church work be done in order effectually to show
that it is not enough to be a member of a local church,
but that we must also be living branches on
the true vine Jesus Christ.

I

First of all, we must gladly appreciate as a great blessing en-
trusted to our constant care and enjoyment, this fact that the
pioneers and founders of the old Norwegian Synod, during many
years of work and hard trials, proved their firmm stand on these
two fundamentals and inalienable truths:

1) That Holy Writ is the inspired Word of God and the
only infallible guide and standard of faith and life;

2) That man is justified by grace alone through faith in
Jesus Christ, without the deeds of the law.

We must also humnbly glorify our Savior for this unmerited
mercy that He gave us the same mind and spirit to abide, in all
things, by the inspired word, and to profess it without fear or
favor, according to the precious confessions of the Ev. Luth.
Church. God grant us power to resist all temptations to come
ply with the wishes of our flesh, public opinion and scientific
claims against Scripture.

II

As many as have been baptized into Christ are by Him made
kings and priests unto God the Father, and are, as such, called
to discharge the functions of these officers for the purpose of
glorifying His name:

1) By ourselves remaining active members of Christ’s body,
in daily conversation so that we increase in fear and love of
God, in abstaining from sin and in arriving at a well founded
conviction of eternal salvation; and

2) That we do all we can to keep fellow believers in the
good covenant, open the eyes of others and turn them from dark-
ness to light, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and in-
heritance among them that are sanctified by faith. Acts 26:18.

I11

These spiritual functions of the New Testament royal priest-
hood are the office of the keys, or the authority and power, given
by Christ Himself originally and immediately, to every member
of the church. How this ministry of reconciliation is to be ad-
ministered, officially and privately, by the different members, the
Lord has given plain orders and definite instructions. Uunless we
scrupulously endeavor to accept and obey His will, we cannot
claim to be regular branches on the vine, Jesus Christ,



53
v

All our deeds, especially our church, must be done in the spirit
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as St. Paul says: “Let this mind
be in you which was in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 2: 5. “For they
that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.” Rom. 8:5, 6, 14. There is a great difference
between deeds of people, chiefly led by the law and of those
governed by the Spirit of the gospel.

v

The truly evangelical spirit must be earnestly manifested:

1) In missionary work; 2) In organizing churches; 3) In teach-

ing and governing them and, also, 4) in our mutual associations.
B. HARrsTAD.

Remarks 10 ToE THESES

As a company of Christian church workers we are engaged
in a very important business. Careful and conscientious busi-
nesshouses will often take invoice to find out how they are
running, losing or gaining. We must do likewise. That is the
object of our topic. We are also like sailors, carrying a very
valuable cargo of immortal souls that must be safely brought to
the home port. We are furnished with reliable and plain charts
and a never failing compass. Yet we must be exceedingly care-
ful that we do not soil or injure our charts so that we can not
see the dots, showing the rocks and shoals, that must be avoided.
Neither must we permit anything to interfere with the needle of
the compass. Nor must we become so interested in our work,
company, or entertainment aboard the ship that we neglect or
forget diligently to study our charts and scrupulously to watch
our course and compass. Yet nowadays, most people say that
they are hidebound and narrowminded who so diligently pour
over such charts and books and constantly take observations.
They should be up to date, take more liberty, be accommodating,
kind and active in doing something that the world can see and
admire. They actually seem to believe that all roads lead to
heaven. And the worst of it all is that we ourselves, as to the
flesh, are inclined the same way. Therefore we need this ex-
hortation : “examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove
your own selves.” .2 Cor. 13, 5. This is the object of the ques-
tion before us.

Ry Church work in this question is meant, not only the
official labors in word and deeds in the church, but we mean
to review our whole condition and state in the sight of God to
find out whether or not we are in proper union with our Savior,



54

with our soul and body devoted to his cause, living and increas-
ing as true branches on the vine, also working to make others
sure that they are led by the Holy Spirit as actual members of
Christ’s body, receiving life, true liberty, and eternal happiness
from the living fountains of life.

Let us also keep in mind, that we are to inquire, not only
how the officers of the church, trustees, elders, preachers, profes-
sors, and teachers shall be and work. Let us never forget that
true believers are all one in Christ Jesus. He therefore said to
all his disciples: “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” Joh.
15, 5. And he prays for all saying: “Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word ; that they all may be one: as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.” Joh. 17, 20. 21.

When we in this Ist thesis state what we “first of all” appre-~
ciate, we do not mean that believers in the Lord first of all ap-
preciate their parents and noble pioneers, for it might happen
that the children found some wrong footsteps. We mean that
we highly appreciate the two doctrines here stated. Therefore
we much appreciate the fact that our venerable pioneers held and
practiced them, leaving them to us for constant care and enjoy-
ment, and showing us many proofs of great blessings for keeping
them.

But it is an easy matter to utter these sentences that the
Bible is our guide and that we are justified by faith, even to
write and print them in our publications. Everybody wants to
go to heaven and nobody to hell, and it is selfevident that they
in some way must stand Jus’uﬁed before God and that the Bible
must be the guide. This much most everybody, also the flesh
and corrupt nature of a Christian, appreciate in this matter. But
a true believer must have an entirely different mind and will.
Every plant that the heavenly father has not planted in his heart
must be rooted up. Math. 15, 13. A living branch draws life
and sap from the vine. St. Peter tells us what they heard, when
they were with our Savior on the holy mount, but he states:
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do
well that ve take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.” 2 Pet.
1, 19. The prophecy more sure than that voice on the mountain
is the scripture, that we should so take heed to that the day
star, or morning star, Rev. 2, 28), which is Jesus Christ, arises
in our hearts. Then we confess with Isaiah: “To the law and
to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” Is. 8, 20. In matters of
spiritual things a Christian must not trust in anybody or any-
thing else than God’s own word. “The God of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
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glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine
unto them.” 2 Cor. 4, 4.

We must see too, that the following words apply to us: “Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habita-
tion of God through the Spirit.” FEph. 2, 19-22, “For other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.” 1 Cor. 3, 11. ‘

Thus we understand that these truths are-fundamental. They
are also inalienable, that is, they cannot be handed over or given
up without losing our faith and all good things. Luther says:
“Let us hold it for certain and firmly establish that the soul
can do without everything, except the word of God, without
which none of all its wants are provided for. But having the
word it is rich and wants for nothing; since that is the word of
life, of truth, of peace, of justification, of salvation, of joy, of
liberty, of wisdom, of virtue, of grace, of glory, and of every
good thing. . . . The word of God is the holy of holies yea the
only holy thing we Christians know and have. Although we
were to gather in a heap the bones and cousecrated garments of
all the saints, they could not help us; for they are all lifeless
things and can sanctify no one. God’s word, however, is the
treasure that sanctifies everything.”

By “inspired word of God,” in this proposition 1), is meant
that not only the thoughts, but also every word and syllable in
the canonical books of the Old and the New Testament were
all given to the authors by the Holy Spirit of God. With the
Rible in our hand we hold the very words and appeal of the
Lord to us directly to save us from all misery in time and eter-
nity., With great delight let us read and hear it diligently, fully
convinced that the loving Savior speaks so plainly that even the
wealkest one of us can find ample and real help in all our troubles.
It has a great power, not like common electricity, giving the body
a dangerous shock, but a wonderful spiritual power, appealing
to the spirit of man, and giving it such a shock that the stony
and stubborn heart should be smashed and awakened from its
spiritual death, enlightened, warmed, and renewed to become a
new creature. Such is our infalliable guide and standard. Every
one that sincerely desires to be guided and helped by it, without
perverting it by the proud and blind human reason, will find our
guide to be such a peculiar bank examiner, that, on the one hand,
against our selfconceit and will it closes our bank, forces us
into bankruptcy by showing us that we have a debt of ten
thousand talents and not a penny to pay if off with, in one word,
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that we are lost and condemned ; and, on the other hand, shows
us a most wonderfully safe and happy way out of all this
misery.

Thus we must understand and gladly appreciate this fact that
the word of God contains two distinctly different doctrines, the
law and the gospel, and that we must diligently exercise ourselves
in both, without mixing the one into the other, so that we can
unfurl this twofold banner of the Lord to his honor and our
own salvation. But this is one of our most difficult tasks. On
this account Luther says: “The one that knows this fine art, to
distinguish the law from the gospel, put him in the front and
call him a doctor of the scripture. TFor without the Holy Spirit
it is impossible to make this distinction. I experience it myself,
see it also daily in others how difficult it is to keep the doctrine
of the Jaw and gospel separate. The Holy Spirit must here be
master and instructor, or no man on earth will be able to under-
stand or teach it. Therefore no papist, no false Christian, no
enthusiast is able to distinguish these two from each other.

By the law nothing else is to be understood than God’s word
and command, wherein he bids us what to do and what not to
do, and demands fronr us obedience and work. This is easy in
itself to understand, but its relation to final salvation is hard to
reckon. But the laws and commands that speak of works,
which the Lord demands from each one individually, are of many
kinds ,according to the nature, station in life, office, time, and
other circumstances such as: the wife shall take care of the
house and let the husband rule. The servant shall obey his
master, and the like. But the law that concerns all mankind is
this (Math. 22, 29): thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,
and help him in need. But the gospel or the faith is such a
doctrine or word from God that does not demand our works
nor bids us do anything, but asks us only to receive the freely
offered grace, forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation. IHere
we do nothing, only accept what is offered and given us by the
Tord.”

To most people there is nothing very difficult in these doc-
trines, because they believe that the good Lord does not demand
more of them than what they are able to do. When they are
sincere and keep the law as well as they can, then they feel safe.
But in this state of mind they are selfrighteous Pharisees to
whom the Tord declared: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Joh.
3, 3. They understand neither the law nor the gospel. When
we begin to realize that God finds every imagination of man’s
heart to be only evil continually, Gen. 6, 5, and that “Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to keep them,” Gal, 3, 10, then the whole
matter looks different.
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As to how salvation is brought to us by means of both the
law and the gospel Luther speaks thus: “When conscience then
is actually so struck that it earnestly feels sin, suffers the hor-
rors of death, is burdened down with war, pestilence, poverty,
shame, and similar misfortunes, and the law then says: you are
guilty to die and are condemned, this and that I demand of vou,
but vou have not done it, nor are you able to do it; when the
law, I say, thus strikes down, and fills the heart with the hor-
rors of death, hell, and despair, then it is high time to know how
to distinguish between the law and the gospel, and to assign to
each its place. Now must be noticed what a Christian may so
know how to distinguish between the law and gospel, works and
faith that, when faith comes, the law shall quit, not demand, hor-
rify, nor condemn any more. He who does not know nor takes
care to heed this, misses the gospel and never comes to faith.
Therefore, when the laws accuses me, because I have not done
this or that, that I am a sinner and a debtor in God’s sight, then
I must confess: it is all true; but the conclusion: that I am con-
demned, that 1 must not admit, but with strong faith ward it off
and say: according to the law that charges my debt up to me,
I am, indeed, a poor condemned sinner, but I appeal from
the verdict of the law to the gospel; for God has besides the law
given another word, called the gospel, which gives us grace, for-
giveness of sins, everlasting righteousness, and life, also declares
me freed and acquitted from thy horrors and condemnation, and
it gives me consolation. Therefore it is extremely necessary
that both words are properly administered, diligently avoiding
mixing the one into the other. For God has given these two
kinds of words, the one as well as the other, each with its con-
tents, the Jaw demanding from everybody perfect righteousness,
the gospel bestowing by grace the righteousness demanded in the
law to all who have none (that is, to all mankind).

He who has not fulfilled the law, but lies as a prisoner under
sin and death, let him turn from the law to the gospel, believe
the preaching about Christ that he is truly the lamb of God that
bore the sins of the world, reconciled us to his heavenly father,
and gives from grace entirely for nothing everlasting righteous-
ness, life and salvation to all who believe. Let him adhere only
to this preaching, call on Christ, pray for grace and forgiveness
of sins, believe firmly (for only by faith is this great gift
grasped), then he has what he believes.” (St. L. 9, 804-806).

JusriFiep By Farre Avone WitHouT DEERDS.

This is the other fundamental doctrine that must not be given
up. In both the Old and the New Testament the Lord has given
it to us in many plain words and object lessons. After Christ
came as the fulfillment of Old Testament promises in word and
types, it is easy to see that both the law and the gospel have
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always been in full force and will never be repealed, as Luther
says to the Antinomians: “The law will never in the world be
abolished, but it will remain so that it either must be fulfilled in
the condemned, or will be fulfilled in the blessed.” (St. L. vol.
20, p. 1635).

The awful overthrow and extermination of cities, peoples,
and empires that in olden times did not accept the promises, are
glaring object lessons showing the power of the law. All through
the Old Testament we find beautiful gospel lessons. David prays:
“Cast nie not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy
spirit from: me.” (Ps. 51, 11). To this Luther observes: “This
prayer shows, that the article of justification is such that we
never can finish learning it. Those who imagine that they know
it fully, have undoubtedly not yet begun to learn it.” (1. c. Vol.
5, 571).

The prophet Isaiah speaks of Our Savior, as if he had seen
him in his greatest agony: “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows; vet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.” (53, 4. 5.)

Gal. 4, 4. 5: “But when the fullness of time was come, God
sent forth his son, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.”

2 Cor. 5,19: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com-
mitted unto us the ministry of reconciliation.”

Gal. 3, 20: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight, for by the law is the knowledge
of sin. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God;
being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. Therefore we conclude that a man is justi-
fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”

“This article of justification and grace is the most lovely of
all, and alone creates a theologian, and of a theologian a judge
of the world and all things. DBut there are only few who have
pondered this article and teach it properly” (Luth. Vol. 6, 802).

“When this article of justification is lost, then is also all
Christian doctrine lost. He who strays away from Christian
righteousness, must fall back unto work righteousness, that is,
having lost Christ he will fall into trusting in his own works.”
(9, 24).

Goop WOoRKS AND FArTH.

Preaching this free and unconditional gospel, we are often
accused of neglecting and hindering good works. But that there
is no reason in that is evident from what Prof. H. C. Sheldon
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of Boston University writes about this in his “Pantheistic Dilem-
mas,” publ. 1920.

He says as follows: “No warmer encomium in behalf of
good works suitably located, or assigned to a legitimate function,
was ever written than that which came from the pen of Luther.
Witness this eulogy in his commentary on the Epistle to the
Galatians: ‘Apart from the cause of justification, no one can
command good works prescribed by God in a sufficiently lofty
strain.  Who, indeed, can proclaim sufficiently the utility and
fruit of one work which a Christian does from faith and in faith?
It is more precious than heaven and earth.”” Again he wrote:
‘My God, without merit on my part, has given to me all the
riches of justification and salvation in Christ. . . . I will there-
fore, give myself, as a sort of Christ to my neighbor, as Christ
has given himself {o me, and will do nothing in this life, except
what I see will be needful, advantageous, and wholesome to my
neighbor, since by faith I abound in all good things in Christ.’
Once more he remarked: ‘Faith is a living, busy, active, power-
ful thing. Neither does it ask whether good works are to be
done, but before one asks it has done them and is doing them
always." So far, indeed, was the teaching of Luther from de-
preciating good works that it marked somewhat of an era in
their commendation. Of distinct value was the stress which
he placed upon the importance of a faithful fulfillment of com-
mon duties in deference to God’s will, upon the divinely approved
forms of social service. He made these immensely superior to
the artificial expedients by which ascetic piety seeks to amass
merits. ‘It very often happens,’ he said, ‘that the common work
of a servant or a handmaiden is more acceptable to God than
all the fastings and works of a monk or a priest, when they are
done without faith,

“*The doctrine of justification™ by faith, republished by
Luther, brought wonderful light and inestimable blessings to
the whole world. It is the charter of Christian liberty for all
times; of emancipation from legalism with its treadmill service
and fear and gloom and uncertainty.’

““The cardinal principle of the Reformation was the revival
in men of the sense of personal relation to God, as the beginning
and the end, the alpha and omega of their religious life. Thus
the doctrine of personal assurance of salvation followed as a
corollary from that of justification by faith’

“‘The pope by this infamous dogma, by which he has com-
manded men to doubt respecting the favor of God toward them-
selves, has banished God and all the promises from the church,
overthrown the benefits of Christ, and abolished the entire gos-
pel.””  (So far from Sheldon’s book).
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Dip Our Proneer FaTtHers Stanp Firm on taHE TrRUTH?

To prove the affirmative answer conclusively T wish we could
take time to examine all their utterances in periodicals and at
conferences from 1853 to a new era of modernism in the guise
of committees on union in the year 1911. I challenge any one
to point to any erroneous doctrine or principle, held by any of
them, that was not censured and corrected in due time. T also
take liberty to advise every person of the younger generation to
read and study all that you can come across of what those early
church workers have written and done for their church. You
will find good theology and very instructive church history.

Before 1853 there had by three of the organizers been ut-
tered some errcneous thoughts. One had an idea that only the
covenant of baptism was the living word, while another thought
that for the heathen there might be a possiblity of conversion
after death. The third had used some ambiguous words about
believing in the church. But it will be found that these errors
were speedily corrected and by them retracted publicly, even
several times, showing us that they were meek Christians anxious
to be guided by the word of God in all things.

It is true, while our pioneers were engaged in organizing and
instructing the people to become enlightened and seligoverning
Christian churches, they had to carry at their side the sword of
the Spirit in order to vindicate the truth against numerous at-
tacks. This was generally brought about in their many efforts
to come to an agreement with other Lutherans who did not work
together with them. Rev. C. I. P. Pedersen who in 1861 was
called from Norway to a Chicago church affiliated with the
Swedish Augustana Synod, which he also joined, tells us in his
book, “ITvad jeg oplevede” etc., p. 15, that a conference was
held in Chicago in 1863 by members of the two synods. The
topic under consideration was: Regeneration and the means
thereof. The Augustana men held that baptism was the only
means, while the Norwegians believed that also the word had
the same power according to 1 Petr. 1, 23. In the same book,
p. 25, he tells also of another conference between the same par-
ties in 1864. Absolution was then discussed. The Norwegians
placed before the meeting 6 plain propositions which in 1861
had been adopted by the Norwegian Synod, teaching that absolu-
tion is the gospel message, giving and imparting forgiveness of
sin and inviting all to believe the unconditional gospel promises
of salvation for Christ’s sake, But the other side objected espe-
cially to the words “giving and imparting,” claiming that these
words also implied receiving. In this way they made God’s
gifts dependent upon man’s faith. The gospel then becomes con-
ditional and uncertain to all real and affflicted sinners. Here
our fathers vindicated the truth that God gave his Son and his
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word of reconciliation to all nations, whether they believed or
not. Joh. 3, 16. 2 Cor. 5,19. 1 Joh. 5,11, 12. They explained
how living faith which is a gift of the Holy Spirit is the means
by which we receive and enjoy spiritual gifts.

They were led into many other controversies, by which they
evidently were trained to obey the scriptures. In the controversy
on slavery they learned to curb and govern their own will accord-
ing to God’s word, and not according to their own inclination or
public opinion, which would save no one. The biblical doctrine
on the Sabbath taught them true freedom from the law, the Sab-
bath being a shadow of Christ. Colos. 2, 16, 17.

This firm stand on holy writ as the only guide, and the fear-
less proiession of pure doctrine, especially that queen of all sav-
ing truth: the justification of a wretched sinner before God by
grace alone, these facts are, under the blessing and kind presence
of the Lord, the only explanation and key to the marvelous
achievements of our sturdy pioneers, lay as well as learned mem-
bers of our church. If we do not see this and find encourage-
ment and consolation in it, we are much to be deplored. For let
us try to place ourselves in their place. About the year 1850
quite a number of peasants fromy Norway had formed little set-
tlements on the unbroken frontiers of different parts of Illinois
and Wisconsin. They suffered much from poverty, cholera; and
ague. Two years later five young ministers, bred and born in
the state church of Norway, were working among these poor
settlers who hardly ever had heard what a voting church mem-
ber or a selfgoverning congregation was. Yet within a few years
they had through their representatives organized the Norwegian
Synod, called more ministers, made provisions for the education
of ministers, and twelve years after organizing the Synod had
built Luther College at a cost of ca. 100,000 dollars, and that
even during the trying times of the Civil War from 1861 to 65,
when many of the young men were in the army and at home
people had to raise bounties to pay the soldiers.

T'his shows, what a wonderful power the pure doctrine is.
What a blessing that our forefathers knew this and left us un-
mistakeable object-lessons! If they had not, whither would we,
by this time, have been drifting? Let the world ridicule and
despise us for “the pure doctrine.” That alone is a power unto
salvation, also to ecclesiastical prosperity. What has the new
era of big numbers and boasted union and prestige produced
since 19177 Who will tell us how many schools and churches
have closed since 19177

Tuesis 2.

This calls our attention to the work of the Holy Spirit, who
by baptism performs just as great a wonder as creating the world
ind redeeming mankind from perdition. “For as many of you
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as have -been baptized into Christ have put on Christ:” Gal
3, 27. The seemingly insignificant act of baptizing performs
wonders, as foretold by the prophet Ezechiel 36, 25-27: “Then
will 1 sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean:
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse
you. A new heart also will T give you, and a new spirit will 1
put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye
shall keep my judgments, and do them.” MHere the Lord tells
us about the effects of baptism called sprinkling, or as he calls
it by St. Paul, Tit. 3, “the washing of regeneration and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ onr Savior; that being justified by his grace, we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

Let us notice that these great bless'ngs are brought for
Christ’s sake to every baptized person no matter how unwoﬁhv
he is. It is the divine act of grafting a dry twig into the true
vine, as our Saviour assures us: “l am the vine, ye are the
branches.” Joh. 15. Thus we are members of his tody, of his
flesh and of his bones. Fph. 5, 30. Indeed, “his divine power
hath given unto us,” says St. Peter, “all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of hum that hath called
us to glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious 1‘101]11969 that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature.” 2 Petr. 1, 3. 4.

Let us all here mark that these great and precious blessings
are given, not on account of, or through great undertakings ad-
mired in the world, but through the knowledge of kim that hath
called us.

So the poorest and most unworthy sinner has the same chance,
honor, and adoption, as the most worthy. For in this matter
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.” Gal. 3, 28.

He who loved us and washed us f1om our sins in his own
blood, hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father.
Rev. 1, 6. Therefore the Holy Spirit urged St. Peter to write
also to us this wonderful message: “But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 1 Pet. 2, 9. O! my
dear friends! Are we really what the Lord has made us? Do
we believe it? Such a wonderful message from heaven is so
bright and dazzling that our blind reason recoils from it. There-
fore Luther exclaims: “O! he who could only learn these two
words: believe and be saved!”
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How Cax You anp I BeE Kings anp Prizsts Unto Gop?

1) By being living members of Christ’s body. TFor our Lord
says: ‘“Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex-
cept ye abide in me. I am tlie vine, ye are the branches. Ie
that abideth in me, and T in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit, for without me ye can do nothing. If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you. Herein is my father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ve in my love. If ye
keep my comumandments, ye shall abide in my love, even as I
have kept my father’s commandments, and abide in his love.”
Joh. 15, “If a man love me, he will keep my words.” Joh 14,
23. This does not mean, says Luther, to keep the word of
Moses or the preaching of the law, but to keep the preaching
of the love and grace that the Savior showed us by taking our
sins upon himself and giving his life and blood for us. And
he gave all this to us that we should thereby be consoled, know
and experience his love. When we believe this, he asks nothing
else of us than that we are thankful, believe, and remain stead-
fast in such faith and confession. (11, 1053).

The fruits of the living branches on the true vine are not
so much outward works as the love of the Savior and ‘obedience
of his word. For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth. Eph. 5, 9. By baptism we were buried
with Christ into the death of the old adam, that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we should walk in the newness of life. Rom. 6, 4. “That ye
put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind.” Eph. 4, 22. 23. We will strive to
become rich in all utterance and all knowledge. 1 Cor. 1, 5.
We must arrive at a full assurance of eternal salvation. Rom,
8, 38.

As living members of Christ’s body we pray that his name
may be hallowed among us, and his will be done. We naturally
wish to do something to promote his kingdom. Then the Lord
says: “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the son of
man shall give unto you. Then said they unto him, What shall
we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered
and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on
him whom he hath sent.” Eoh. 6, 27-29. And sending his
disciples into all the world to preach the gospel, he said, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.” Mark. 16, 16. The all important
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thing then is faith in the Lord, the fountain from which all
good works flow. No matter what we do of ourselves, without
faith it is impossible to please God. Hebr. 11, 6. Rom. 14, 23.
Consequently it belongs to our very existence and office as kings
and priests unto God to live in true fellowship with our Savior,
helping others also to enjoy the same Dblessing, and in so doing,
to obey his plain word.

2) When we are thus enlightened and minded, we will do all
we can to keep fellow helievers, especially our own children,
in the good covenant with God. Our duty to our children has
been treated in the report to the synod. The work of the church,
in general, and its object is given by the Lord in Acts: 26.

TuEesis 3.

For the orderly administration of these functions publicly
and privately the Lord has given us a plain revelation and order,
all for the purpose of saving mankind from eternal destruction.

Eph. 4, 11. 12: “And he gave some apostles, and some pro-
phets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ.”

The apostolical office was the power to preach God’s word,
and to administer the sacraments and the office of the keys and
is thus practically the same as the public ministerial office. There-
fore our ‘confession says: “‘that the office of the ministry pro-
ceeds from the general call of the apostles” (Smalc. Art. p. 340).

The apostolical office was an extraordinary one with wonder-
ful personal advantages for our benefit. They were called im-
mediately by the Lord directly; being enlightened and inspired
by the Lord’s Spirit, they were infalliable in doctrine, had the
gitt of great wonders and of languages, etc. This office ceased
with the temporal life of the apostles, but their written word
shall remain for all time the infallible rule of faith and life. By
their word the Lord teaches how the gospel shall be preached
to all creatures (Mark 16, 15). The qualifications of the dif-
ferent laborers in the church are also stated. See table of duties
in our Catechism.

But besides these different duties and offices in the church
the royal priesthood of every believing Christian remains as the
common ground and fountain of all these functions. Concern-
ing this very important matter we will listen to Luther: “Every
haptized Christian is a priest, consecrated and appointed as such,
not by the pope or any other man, but through Christ himself,
in haptism begotten and born priests.” (5, 1034). “A Chris-
tian must first be a Christian and a born priest, before he be-
comes a preacher or a bishop; neither pope nor any man can
make him priest. But when one is born priest by baptism, then
the office comes and makes a difference between him and other
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Christians. For out of the whole gathering of Christians must
be chosen some one that shall be as the head of the rest to
whem the Lord has granted suitable gifts and ability to admin-
ister the office, as St. Paul says: Eph. 4, 11. 12, “and he gave
some apostles” etc., in order that the holy ones (that is, those
that already are Christians and baptized priests) may be qualified
for the work of the ministry. For though we are all priests, we
cannot on that account all preach, teach, and govern.

Out of the whole gathering some must be separated and
chosen to administer such office. And the one that administers
it is not on account of this office a priest (as all the others are),
but a servant to all the others. And when he no more can or
will preach or serve, then he steps back into the common as-
sembly, leaves the office to another person, and then no more
than every common Christian. Behold, thus you must distinguish
the office of the preacher or minister from the common priest-
hood of all baptized Christians. For such office is nothing more
than a public service which is entrusted to one by the whole
congregation, all of whom are priests.

But if you ask: wherein does the priesthood of the Christians
consist, or what are the works of the priest? then the answer is:
to teach, to sacrifice, and to pray. DBut you must know this
that Christ is the only highpriest whose priestoffice we must first
have as performed for our benefit, nay, accepted as our own,
before we can perform such priestly works. For from him we
have the doctrine and preaching which he has brought from
heaven and by which we are saved. IHe alone has made for
us that complete sacrifice by which we were reconciled to God..
Romx. 5, 10. Thus also is he the only one who directly prays
for us all. Without this mediator no prayer pleases God.

But when we through this priest and his priestoffice have be-
come Christians; and in baptisnt through faith are embodied in
him, then we have also received-the right and power to teach
and confess before everybody the word which we have from
him. This right is given to everybody according to his calling
and station in life.

For although we do not all hold the public office and calling,
vet every Christian shall and may teach, instruct, admonish, con-~
sole, and punish his neighbor, by the word of God, whenever and
wherever any one needs such help, as father and mother do to
their children and household, and as one brother, neighbor, citi-
zen, or peasant does to the other, A Christian who yet is weak
and ignorant can be instructed in the ten commandments, faith
and prayer and thus be admonished by another, and the one
that hears such admonition should also receive it from him, as
God’s word, and together with him publicly confess it.” (From
A. 1536. Expl. Ps. 110. 5, 1034-).

Prof. Sheldon quotes the following from Luther: “To know
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and to judge of doctrine so pertains to every Christian that he
is worthy of anathema who would detlact a hair’s breadth from
this ught

“If a little company of pious Christian laymen were taken
prisoners and carried away to a desert, and had not among them
a priest consecrated by a bishop, and were there to agree to elect
one of them, married or unmarried, and were to order him to
baptize, to celebrate the mass, to absolve and to preach, this man
would as truly be a priest, as if all the bishops and all the popes
had consecrated him. . . . Since we are all priests alike, no
man may put himself forward or take upon himself without our
consent or election to do that which we all alike have power
to do. Tor if a thing is common to all, no man may take it to
himself without the wish and command of the community.”

That we cannot claim to be true disciples of Christ or regular
branches on the living vine unless we scrupulously abide by all
he has spoken, is very plain from many passages such as: “If
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” [oh.
8, 31. 32.

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the.least
in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
thent, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven
Math. 5, 19.

“Tor T testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
and if any man shall take away from the hook of this prophecy,
(God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out
of the holy city, and from the things which are wriiten in this
book.” Rev. 21.

The Bible and Evolution
J. E. TaoEN.

The purpose of this paper is not to deliver a detailed argu-
ment on either the Bible or Evolution. I regard it as my task
to point the way for an intelligent discussion of the subject at
this meeting. In order that this may be done, it is necessary to
state briefly what we mean by the terms of the subject.

By the word Bible we mean all the canonical books of the
Scriptures as a whole, whose author is God, the unconditioned,
infinite, supreme Being. The Bible is the Word of God not only
as to its contents, but also as to the words and phrases used. It
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does not only contain truth but is the absolute truth in every de-
tail.

By the word Evolution we mean all those theories which are
intended to explain nature or natural phenomena by or accord-
ing to the principle, that all things have developed and attained
their present form by certain forces resident in matter, whether
these theories presuppose a first cause or regard matter as being
eternal.

It is not our purpose to deliver an apology, nor to set forth
our reasons for believing that the Bible is the Word of God, and
therefore the absolute truth, which “cannot be broken.” That
is our common faith, and I need not discuss that in this connec-
tion. If our faith in the Bible is attacked, we are willing and
ready at any time to defend it. The purpose of this discussion must
be to compare tlie theories of Evolution, or their fundamental
principle with some of the statements of the Bible, and if it does
not accord with these statements, we shall reject it as false and
unworthy of belief. By taking this stand we are well aware
of the fact, that we shall be regarded as bigots, and too narrow-
minded to desire the advancement of knowledge. We are, how-
ever, not concerned about what the verdict of unbelievers may
be, because we know that such accusations are false. Every fair-
minded person, whether he believes the Bible is the Word of
God in the sense we take it or not will, if he studies the history
of the orthodox Lutheran Church, find, that there is no denomi-
nation -in all- the Christian Church, which has labored more
zealously for the advancement of knowledge in all its legetimate
branches. We are therefore not concerned about the judgment
of those who in their ignorance accuse us of bigotry. Wnat
we desire is to grow in faith, to learn to know the pitfalls and
dangers in our way, that we may avoid them, and be preserved
in a true faith. Our guide in this as well as in all other things
must be the Word of God, the infallible rule of faith and con-
duct. Whatever the Bible says upon any subject we regard as
the absolute truth, from which there is no appeal. Fven though
aur own experience should seem to contradict the Bible, we are
constrained to take its statements.in preference to our own ex-
perience.

When the Lord commanded Peter to “launch out into the
deep, and let down your nets for a draught,” Peter answered:
‘Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless, at thy word I will let down the net.” (Luke 5,
4-5) Peter acted against his own experience. ITe was an ex-
perienced fisherman, and had his own opinion as to when and
where to cast his net, but he had heard Jesus speak with au-
thority, as no man had spoken, and he was constrained to regard
the word of Jesus as better than his own experience. That is
and must be our position also. Everything human, even ex-
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perience, is fallible and imperfect, but the Word of God is in-
fallible as He Himself is infallible. Whatever man may seem to
find as truth, cannot be set up as absolute, for he is a fallible,
imperfect being. Of this we have thousands of examples in
the history of man. God only can speak with authority as the
one who has absolute knowledge.

Eor this very reason, the Bible does not reject or contradict
any real fact of science. Whatever laws or principles have been
discovered to be actually in operation in nature will be found to
harmonize with the statements of the Bible in so far as it has
expressed itself upon the subject.

The Bible does not speak scientifically or in the manner of
science and philosophy. Its declarations are statements of fact.
It does not set up a system of logical reasoning to arrive at the
truth regarding nature or natural phenomena, but it simply states
the fact in language suitable to the understanding of man.

When we read the statement in Gal. 6, 7: “Whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” it is a plain statement of
an undisputed law of nature. It is not given as the result of
scientific experiment or of philosophical reasoning. The author
simply states this law and bases his moral lesson upon it. Just
as the sower will always reap the kind he sows, so will evil con-
duct bring evil results, “God is not mocked.” Evil will result in
evil, good will result in good. If 4t is not true that the sower
always must expect to reap the same kind which he sows, then it
would not be true that evil will result in evil, but the contrary.
The purpose of the Bible is not to explain natural laws, nor
the constitution of matter, but to reveal the way of salvation.
We do not find any treaties on metaphysics in the Bible, but
laws and principles in nature are stated as in the above, as an
indisputable fact. Like causes produce like effects. That is a
general, fundamental law, and applies to the spiritual as well
as physical world.

When astronomers claim that the foundations of the earth are
not of solid matter, as of stone or any other physical substance,
the Bible does not contradict them. We read in Job 26, 7, “He
stretches out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the
earth upon nothing.” When the Bible speaks of scientific facts,
it does not claim authority for its statements by careful ex-
periments, investigations and reasonings. Its authority is in-
finitely higher. The authority of scientists and philosophers
is and always must be human, but the authority of the Bible is
always divine. The Lord only has and can have absolute
knowledge of his handiwork.

If, therefore, Evolution is a real science and deals with as-
certained facts, it will not contradict the statement of the Bible.
This, however, is not the case. Evolution is not a science.
Science is literally knowledge, but usually denotes a systematic
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and orderly arrangement of knowledge. Evolution is not science
in this sense. Philosophy is reasoning, argumentation used to
explain particular phenomena. It is really an attempt to estab-
lish preconceived theories by systematic reasoning or argumenta-
tion. The scientist will also use a theory a supposition as an
objective towards which he works. His theory will remain a
theory a mere supposition until by actual experiment it has been
demonstrated to be true, and his demonstrations must rest upon
actual fact. Unless this is the case, his worlk is mere philo-
sophising or speculation. If he has actually demonstrated by
experiment or research that what he supposed is true, he has
arrived at a scientific fact, and not until then can he proclaim
his theory or supposition as true. When the evolutionist sup-
poses that all things have developed and attained their present
form by forces dwelling in matter, that the more complex forms
have been evolved from the simpler forms by such a force, and
not by direct creation, it devolves upon him to prove it by actual
demonstration. The theory or supposition that there is a transi-
tion from one species into another has not been proven, and
remains a mere theory or supposition to this day. Scores of
learned and gifted men have spent their whole lives end energy in
seeking the proof for this theory, but none have succeeded. The
missing link is just as much a mere supposition today as it was
when the theory of evolution was first conceived. Not one single
transitional form has been found in the animal or vegetable king-~
doms. Nor has any one been found to demonstrate that one
substance of matter has been evolved into another substance by
inherent force. That there are numerous varieties in species
no one will deny, but that varieties exist is no proof that varie-
ties are transitional or intermediate forms. Darwin himself ad-
mits failure. He has not been able by one single instance to de-
monstrate the origin of species in accordance with his theory.
He says: ‘“No one ought to feel surprise at much remaining
as vet unexplained in regard to the origin of species and varieties,
if he make due allowance for our profound ignorance in regard
to the mutual relations of the many beings which live around us.”
(Introduct. Orig. of Sp. P. 24 Harvard Class.) If his ignorance
of the mutual relations between living beings is profound, he
lacks the very knowledge needed to prove his theory. This is
the knowledge he has been seeking, and has failed to find. e
says further: “Still less do we know of the mutual relations
of the innumerable inhabitants of the world during the many
past geological epochs in its history.” (P. 24). Now since this is
so, how ran we accept his work as anything but speculation,
a mere supposition. The origin of species by “natural selection
etc.” must be proven by mutual relations, hence, whoever is
ignorant of these mutual relations must fail. Darwin was, how-
ever, not so ignorant with regard to the mutual relations of the
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beings which live around us, that he failed on that account, but
he failed because he looked for a relation between these beings
which does not exist. The relation he sought was, that one
species is the progenitor of another. In this he failed, for there
is no such a thing either in animate or inanimate matter. The
theory is false and should be discarded. Why has not the theory
been discarded? Darwin admits that the knowledge gained by
a lifelong effort has.failed to prove his theory, and we see his
followers today searching heaven and earth for the proofs. The
knowledge already gained cannot impel them to continue the
search, for all their efforts have failed, the knowledge gained
has brought them no nearer the goal. It is evident that no
one is compelled to hold the theory of evolution because of any
near prospect of proving its correctness. Darwin failed, and
there are many evolutionists who admit their failure now, but they
are continuing the chase, having merely discarded his methods
of stalking the game. The reason for their persistent effort is
not success but an ardent desire to overthrow the records ot
the Bible. For this very reason the theories of Evolution can-
not be harmonized with the Bible,

Darwin declares it his purpose to establish a theory opposed
to the “view that each species has been independently created.”
He says: ‘“Although much remains obscure, and will long re-
main obscure, I can entertain no doubt, after the most deliberate
study and dispassionate judgment of which I am capable, that
the view which most naturalists until recently entertained, and
which I formerly entertained—mnamely, that each species has
been independently created—is erroneous.” (Int. Orig. of Sp.
p. 24). The view that eachh species has been independently
created is in harmony with the Bible, but he has discarded this
view and is putting forth his best effort to prove that it is not
correct. In order to do this he must have another theory to
substitute for it, and this is what he believes: “I believe that
animals are descended from at most only four or five progenitors,
and plants from an equal or lesser number.” (Orig. of Sp. p.
523) This is what he has labored long and strenuosly to prove,
because he does not believe that species have been independently
created. Ie does not in his theory deny a creation of the first
forms, nor does he deny the existence of a Creator of the first
simple forms, but he refuses to believe that each species has
been independently created, according to the records of creation
as found in the Bible.

It is not necessary for us to quote many authors on evolu-
tion because the theory is well known, and is based upon the
general principle stated above.

Some will perhaps say that Darwinism is dead, that it has
been discarded by the best modern scientists. This may be true
as far as the learned men of science are concerned, in so far as
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they have discarded his method of proving the theory, but they
all adhere to the same general principle that all things have de-
veloped or attained their present form by certain forces inherent
in matter and not by creation. It is not true, however, that
Darwinism is dead in the popular mind. It is Darwin’s theory
that is known and believed by the people. It is Darwinism that
is taught in our public schools, and is praised and advertized in
the public press. That learned philosophers have discarded the
line of reasoning followed by Darwin, and in their search for
the proof of their theory are using other arguments does not
change the fact that Darwinism still lives among the people.

If the contention is made that the modern evolutionist found
better methods and struck a sounder line of reasoning, this fact
still remains that all are running in the chase, and not even the
foremost among them are as yet able to describe the color of
the game. They are all searching for proofs, and, as it fre-
quently happens that some one raises the cry that he has found
it, the whole company of searchers have invariably declared that
he has not found the right thing. This has been going on so
long that any person with common intelligence should find it dif-
ficult to have any faith in the ultimate success of the search.

Our contention that evolution cannot be harmonized with the
Bible is evident not only from the statements of Darwin but also
from others. When Napoleon had read Laplace’s work “System
of Celestial Mechanics” he said to the author: “Monsieur, 1 have
examined your work and find therein no room for the existence
of God.” To this Laplace answered: “Citizen, Premier Consul,
T have no need of such an hypotheses.”

Ernest Haeckel writes: ‘“The conception of creation is per-
fectly unimaginable, if by it is understood ‘an origination of
something out of nothing,” This acceptation is quite incompat-
ible with one of the first and chiefest of Natures laws—one in-
deed universally acknowledged—namely with the great law, that
all matter is eternal.” (Generelle Morphologie der Organismen
Vol. I, p. 171). Again he says: “Natural science teaches that
matter is eternal and imperishable, for experience has never
shown us that even the smallest particle of matter has come into
existence or passed away.” (The History of Creation, Vol. I,
p. 8). :
Gustav Labon says: “If hypotheses analogous to mine (as
to the origion of matter and energy) are rejected, we must re-
turn to that of a creator drawing forth worlds from his will—
that is to say, from a nothing much more mysterious than the
substratim from which I have endeavored to raise them. The
gods having been eliminated from nature, where our ignorance
alone had placed them, we must try to explain things without
thenm.” (Evolution of Forces, page 98, 1908).

The modern evolutionist goes farther then Darwin and boldly
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denies God and creation. Instead of approaching nearer to the
records of the Bible he boldly rejects them all, and even rejects
an intelligent first cause. There should be no need of further
argument to show that evolution cannot be harmonized with the
Bible, for it is evident that these men speak as they do because
the theory of evolution is contrary to the Word of God.

Robert Kenedy Duncan says: “It may safely be said that
many, perhaps most men of science—physiological chemists, bio-
logists, and psychologists, are agreed—‘There is no life appar-
rantly necessary to or visible in the body; therefore this is no
Life”” Upon this assumption they believe and they teach that
all our feelings, thinkings, and willings, our very consciousness,
are the products of the play of physico-chemical processes in the
brain.” (Some Chemical Problems of To-Day, p. 80, 1911). The
Biblical idea of life and spirit is absolutely rejected. Life to the
modern evolutionist is a phenomenon of matter and nothing
more. Life is merely a manifestation of energy.

As has been indicated, it is not the purpose of this paper
to meet the evolutionist on his own ground and refute his
argument, for it does not belong to theology to expound hu-
man theories nor to refute them on the basis of human reason.
The theologian needs only to show that a theory is or is not in
accordance with. the Word of God and he has done his work.
If a theory does not in any way contradict the Word of God
he will let it stand even though his own reason may not be satis-
fied with the proofs adduced for its correctness. As a person
the theologian would be entitled to his opinion on such a matter
as well as any other, if he possesses the knowledge requisite
to judge in such matters. It would not be difficult to meet the
modern evolutionist on his own ground and show up the falacies
of his reasoning, but it does not belong to us to do so here. Nor
do we need to bother about it, because the evolutionists them-
selves will attend to the refutation of their own arguments as
they have done hitherto. Men who deny God, and the Christian
faith will continue to grope about in the dark obscure intri-
casies of philosophy, erecting one system after the other and
discarding them again. The only way to the light of truth is
the Word of God What we are concerned about then is, do
the theories of evolution harmonize with the Bible?

The general principle of these theories that all things have
developed and attained their present form by certain forces in
-matter does deny the creation of species independently, If the
Bible teaches anything clearly it certainly teaches that species
have been independently created. We know that not all scien-
tists classify alike, and that in some instances it is very difficult
to determine species. This, however, is no argument against
the independent creation of species, but only plain evidence of
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our “profound ignorance” of the mutual relations of the many
living beings around us, as Darwin has so aptly put it.

We read in Gens. 1, 11: “And God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and
it was so0,” v. 12. “And the earth brought forth grass, and herb
vielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind.” How could it be more clearly
stated that God created each kind or species in the vegetable
world independently? He commanded the earth to bring forth
grass and herb and tree all after his kind with the instruments
of propagation after his kind, and it all took place on the same
day. In the 21st verse we read: “And God created great whales,
and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought
forth abundantly, after his kind and every winged foul after his
kind. “And in the 25th verse: “And God made the beast of the
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and everything
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind.” Of all the inumer-
able beings living about us not one is omitted in this list. It
is as though the author has guarded especially against the idea of
development of species or kind after creation, for he expressly
states that God created all the living beings in the vegetable and
animal kingdoms after their kind. Even every thing that creepeth
upon the earth was made after its kind. This was not some-
thing that took long geological epochs, but the whole creation
took place in six days. Exodus 20, 6: “For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is.”
Everything was made in these six days. As the story of crea-
tion proceeds each epoch of time is described as a day having
morning and evening, Nowhere in the Scriptures is a period
of time described as beginning and ending with evening and
morning be it shorter or longer than a day of twenty-four hours.
Whoever, therefore, claims it has taken longer than six days
for species or any other thing to come into being, denies the plain
statement of the Bible, and his theory must be rejected as false.

Whoever will compare the theories of evolution with the
record of creation must come to the conclusion that they cannot
be harmonized. And whoever claims that man has descended
from the hrute denies and rejects the plain statement of the
Bible. Of the creation of man we read in the 26th verse: “And
God said, Let us make man in our own image, after our like-
ness.” Man was not created like the brute merely after his
kind, but was created “affer our Lkemess,” “in the image of
God created he him” (v. 27). He gave man to have “dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth.” “And the Lord formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrills the breath
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of life; and man became a living soul.” Man was certainly
created by a separate act of God, independently from all other
beings. When the evolutionist denies the existence of the soul
or spirit of man, he rejects the plain statement of the Bible.

All the theories concerning the descent of man from the brute.
is absolutely contradictory to the Word of God, and must be
rejected and shunned as much as the denial of the existence of
God. Whoever believes in the descent of man from the brute
must consequently deny the whole Christian religion. If the
theories of evolution are true the Bible is not true. If the
theories of evolution are true there is no God, there is no Creator.
Man has not been created in the image of God. If the theory of
evolution is true then man is not responsible to any higher Being,
there is no moral law, there is no right or wrong conduct. There
is no rule by which man is guided except his own appetite and
desire. There is no justice, there is no righteousness. There
is no life after death, there is no hope. All there is for man is
for each one to seek to satisfy his desires according to his might.
If life consists merely in “the play of physico-chemical processes
in the brain,” then there is no moral responsibility, and no man
should be punished for any act of his. If evolution is true then
our whole social order, our civil government, our laws, our civi-
lization is not in harmony with nature, and must stand as a
hindrance to the further evolution of man. There is no love,
and there should be none.

We complain of crime increasing in our day, of the growth
of immorality and greed, of the lack of patriotism, of unbelief.
How can we expect anything else as long as our children and
youth shall receive their education by teachers of evolution? We
are reaping the logical fruit of such an education. If our children
and youth are to be nurtured by such husks, then must our
civilization become extinct, our government become anarchy,
our people become the lowest and most abject of all living
creatures.

If we desire to preserve our government, our liberty, and
our civilization, if we desire to preserve our nation from moral
rot and complete destruction, we must ban the theory of evolu-
tion from our schools, and our laboratories and all branches of
science. Evolution is not a science, it is mere philosophising,
speculation that is not needed or useful anywhere. All that can
be learned concerning the laws of nature or the development of
any science can better be learned without it, for there is not a
shred of truth in it. It is false and destructive of all truth.

If we desire happiness for ourselves and our posterity we
‘must follow the doctrine of the Word of God. We must adhere
to it, we must let our children be nurtured by it. There is no
other source of happiness than faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of
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God. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the only power of salvation,
and no people or individual can attain true happiness for this
life or the life to come through any other source.
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vor pligt, ot fgge af Hjelbe. N obergangdperioden vil der laenge
bli trang HI dygtige worjfe prejter. 3) Det Gar hele tiden peevet
Misfouri Synodend mening og ¢nffe, ab vi ffal Dave vore egne lees
rere. RWore leevere hgrer fafultetet 1il; de er ingen appendiy; der
er ingen mangel paa Harmont. 4) Tet er bore jtudenters og vort
fomfundd meblemmers gnife, at der gived en grundig unbervigning
i det norffe fprog ved colleget. B5) Kun en af vore egue prefter bil
habe ben ngdvendige fundifab og levende interesie for ot bibringe
bore ftudenter det fjendifab og den Fjeerlighed il bort jamfund, fom
de bor Have. 6) Det er paatreepet at hHolde bore ftudenter 1 ef jta-
digt og lebende fjendifab il bor fynode. De ffal Bl norft-amerifa-
miere. . 7) For at binde de norjfe Her 1t landet, maa man funne det
norife forog og Habe og forftaa den norjfe farafter og aand. Som
en Dar fagt: ,dtationality countd. We ave brethren in faith; but
fve po not become the jame nationality by being brethren in faith.”

II.

Det er fomiteend beftemie mening at dernt Yeever, jom ffal anjeet=
te8, maa veere en preft. BVore grunde er: 1) Gun en preft fan ud-
rette det arbeide, jom freebed og vented af benme bor leever. 2) Mis-
fouri Sonoden anfeetter, jom regel, fun prejter eller theologiffe fan-
didater, fom profedforer ved fine colleged. Bi bgr rejpeffere denne
dered regel. 3) €n preft vil funne preedife og tale vundt omfring
1 bore menigheder. Det trcenges, at vor ungdom og bore menig-
Geder fan bli fjendt med vbore Ieervere ved colleget.

II1.

Bor Teerer bgr have famme [gn, jom de andre leerere bed colleget.
For nerperende Har de faft anfatte leerere ped {folen, fom regel,
$1800 per aar og frit Hus.

IV,

Ri anbefaler atf ent fum baa mindft $50 per aar anvendes til

indfigh of bgger til ef norif bibliotef.
V.

Bi anbefaler, at prof. &. €. Pvidafer jtrafd foor udbetalt en

balance paa fin Hudleie-godtgigrelje for jidite aav, jtor $240.
VI.

Somiteen anbefaler, at indtil vitere prof. Pividafer faar i Hus-

Teie-godtgigrelfe en fum af $50 per maeaned.
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II.  Zheologiff Seminar,

Somiteen anbefaler, af Shnoden nn beder Misfouri Synoden om
Toy, at anjoette en lerer bed Goncordia Seminar 1 St Qouis, naar
oet Dlir updvendiy,

TII. Mugoaende ndbdbannclie of menighedsifolelrerere.

1) Denne Iomite erfjender menighedsdifolensd ngdvendighed og
anbefaler paa det indjteendigite jaadanne ffolers oprettelie. Luor
det er mulig, bgr breften felv opreite en menighedsifole og beere
dend leerer, indtil man fan anfette en lever. 2) Ten forrige fomite
havbe befpgt Weartin Luther College, Neww Ulm, Minn., og Habbe
faaet den forfifring, at bove {tudenter vilde beeve belfomme der. Enb-
ffigut oglaa denme fomite gjerne bilte befgat dette jfoleleererfeminar,
blev det wmulig paa grund af mangel baa tid. 3) Det vilde beere
meget guiteligt, om bor Synode funde fe fig iftand Y at anjeette en
leerer bed bdette eller et andet ffoleleererfeminar; men bor fomite
fan iffe anbefale det nu.

IV, Augancude Ladies’ Seminary,

Da flere of Smiodend unge damer maaffe gnffer at frefoentere
et ,[abied’ feminary,” bejggte 2 af fomiteend mebdlemmmer Bethany
Gollege, Manfato, Minn. Tenne pigeffole er ,accredited” ved WViin-
nefotad Univerfitet. Ten Hor en ftorarvtet beliggenbed, en fortreef-
felig bygning og et godt fafultet. Da prof. O. €. Torgerion uu
er medlem af fafultetet, er der anledning at faa undervisning 1
norff. Wi anbefaler Bethany College baa det bedite.

V. Augnaende underitottelie for ftudevende.

Qomiteen anbefaler, ot Synoden antager folgende regler for
unoderftgttelfe af ftuberende: 1) Sun 0Oe, fom agter at ftudere il
preft ellev folelerer fan faa unbderjtgttelfe. 2) Unberftsttelien ffal
funr indbbefatte penge til fojt og logi8, bgger og jfolepenge. 3)
enfelte tilfeelder of jpeciel tvang jfal fomifeen Have fulbmaat il af
handle efter Dedite fjgn. 4) fnfpgende om underftptielfe fal led-
fage3 af attefter angaaende dygtighed, flid vy fremifrids (fcholarihip).
5) X bet tilfeelbe ab bedformmende fhudent fererchen iffe gaar ind i
preftegierningen eller leerevgjerningen {fal unbperftgttelien betragtes
fout et laan, der {fal tilbageletales.

& Thoen, K AU Molditad.

4. Subberetning fra Concordia Gollege.

Intallet af clever 1 dent norffe afdeling Har inar veeret 24, 9f
disfe var 22 tilftede gjennem fele ffoleaaref. ¥ fladfer bar de for-
delt form folger: 1 i &obhomore Wollege, 2 1 Frefhman Eollege,
2 1 Genior High School, 6 1 Junior High School, 2 1 Sophomore
Hiah School, 9 1 Frefhman High School. og 2 1 Sub-Frefhman
fladfen. irve Dlep iffe forfremmmet ved {foleaarets flutning, Hivoraf
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det fremgaar, af det freebes at ei. erne ‘uger . tiL. Paa den
anden fide forlanges iffe formeget, og en gut med almindelig be-
gavelfe, fom Benptter tiden ret burde iffe Have nogen vanjfelighed
med at flave det arbeide, jom er beftemt for de enfelte flasfer.

RVore gutter har veeret ffaanet for alvorlig fugdom, og fundheds-
tilitanden Har 1 det Hele faget veevet god. Gutterne Hhar funnet ars
beide uforjtyrret, og de Har fundet fig bel {ilveite i forholdene, jom
de er bed ffolen.

e ftudenter havr nydt godt af den Hicelp, fom Dyded gienmem
frtudenterfasfen. Wed denne Hicelp blev det muligt for didfe at fom-
me il ffolen, Huor de ellerd nepbe bilde Have Habt rand dertil. Dor
blev brugt af dette fond $996.20, og det {fal figed med taf £il &Sud
og bore fjeere venner rundt omfring i menighederne, af der ogfaa
iaar er ef overffud i demne fadle. To guiter, jomn er indifrevne 1
den nworffe afbeling formmer fra menigheder, jom betjened af vore
thife bradre, og den ene af bidfe unbderftgtted af en iyif fouferens.
Dette er nof et bevid paa den uegennhitige interedfe, Hoormed pore
brgdre omfatter vort arbeide. Med Henfyn 4l ftudenterfasdien Har
tomiteen affattet vidfe vegler, Tom bet funde beere godt at Synoden
enebeb DL,

< Denne forbindelje fan jeg Iffe anbet end minde igjen om den
ﬁorc bicely ijeer Tandbmenighederne funbe yoe jfolen bed af fende
madparver Hl fglenafdelingen. Jaar var fer fun to fald, fom
fendte aaver i tenne form, memlig baftoverne Torgerfond og An-
derfond; Ubden foil er bet Hellere glemjormbed end mangel paa vils
lighed eller evne, jom er ffyld 1 bette. Bed fiden af det fom Dar
veeret foitteret for 1 Tidende, fif bi taar tve cafed med eggd fra paft.
Torgerfons fald. Af bgger fif bi nuhlig en del, fornemmelig fyno-
dalberetninger, fra afdgde Mrs. O. T. L{undd ho.

Den Jag fom Synoden ber tage 11d il at behandle udfprliq er
fpgrasmaalet, om anfeettelfe af enn novif lever. Vet er Geflageligt,
at ben enefte imberbidning i norff, fom Funde gived i dette {foleaar
bar nogle faa ugerd undervigning for dem, fom var't de lavere fass
fer. @u celdre ftudent, o, M. Harjtad, overtog velvilligt dette ar-
betbe miod en liben godigigvelle. Grunden il af denne undervid-
ning blet faa fort, bar den, at vi I)abhe {iffert Haabet, at en lover
pilde Dli ¥aldt allerede tfjor i fraft af den befluining, fom Synoden
fattede fidbjte fommer. Imibdlertid fif nogle betrenfeligheder, og fo-
miteen fandt fig endelig befgiet il at opgive, at falbe nogen HI il
lingen, fom notff lerer, baa grund af det forholdsbis {tore udloy,
fom bdet pilde medfgre. Da var allerede megen tid gaaet Hen, og
pet andet arbeide havde beevet ordnet, jaa at jeg felv iffe funde paa-
tage mig mere. Saaleded maatte bi ngie 08 med den Ulle norff
unoervidning, fom nogle funde faa, og for de andred vedfommende
forfggte vi af afbiclpe trangen ved at oprette en norff litercerfor-
ening. ALt detfe er dog fun ngdbhjelp, og bet er min oprigtige mes
ning, at {aaleenge vore menigheder endmu er faa oberbeiende mnorfE,
bbad hiertefprog angaar, er det uforjvarlig af o3, iffe af {prge be
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dre for at de unge, yom jfal forberedes for preftegjerningen, fan leeve,
itfe alene at forftaa worft, Jom ef frenumed fprog, men at fgre et no-
genlhunbe forvett novt i tale og jfrift.  Jeg dil paa det indfteendigfte
bebe Synoden, om at gigre noget i denne fag.
Wrhpbdigit,
& ¢ 9Plvidater.

5. Finanjerne.

Synodens ftaaende fimonsfomite Har gjennem aarets {gb DHoldt
flere mgder for af drgfte Jager pedrprende Synodens finanfer.

Com fasjererens rayport vil vije Har vort folf oafaa 1 det for-
bigagne regnifab3aar bift en {iclden offervillighed. Ziltrods for bde
forholbdmeediige ftore ubdgifter, Havr bi Dderfor undgaaet at itifte
giceld.  Dog fror bi at en mere jyjtematiif orden for bengeindiam-
lintgen burde Tormme iftand, ffal vi frembdeled undgaa unbderbalance
tagferne, uden at nogen gren af vort arbeide maa lide, paa grund
af mangel paa midler, da mea ter i fremfiven fonmme ind mange
og fjtore bidrag.

Vaa anbefaling af Shuodend Hedningemisfionstomite, Har fi-
nandfomifeen givet it jomtpife il at $500 blep fendt il misfioncer
I%a%c for at fette Ham iftand til at forlade Afrifa og fornume $il Dette
anb.

Sgfoa iaar pil Tomiteen anbefale, at vort Firvfeblads abonnent-
prid itfe forbmies, men forbliver den fanume jom fgr, $1 per aar.
Tet er af ftor betydning at blabet faar figrre udbredelfe og dette fan
Tettere ife, om abonnentprifen iffe forhgies.

Ri anbefaler frembdeled, af Synodend boghanbdel flpttes til et
mere cenfralf fted. Bi tror at dette er ngdvendig, om handelen ffal
boffe 1 den grad at underbalance undgaaes.

Somiteen anbefaler ogfaa at Synodend fadferer bliv er-nfficic
raadgibende medlemt af finandfomiteen.

Raa fomiteens begne,
Q.M Gullerubd,

6, PUBLICATIONS.

The Synod’s Publication committee has conducted three meet-
ings the past year; all at the home of Rev. Chr. Anderson, Min-
neapolis. Business pertaining to our publications and our Book
Co., has been transacted.

Report of the Synod’s annual convention 1921 was printed
in a Norwegian edition of 1003 copies. The committee refrained
from publishing an English edition as the funds to be raised by
the Y. P. Societies for that purpose were not forthcoming. Hence
your comimnittee did not feel justified in publishing it.

The TFolkekalender in an edition of 2000 was printed for
1922 and sold well at the price of 20c per copy, which price
is necessary due to the extremely high cost of printing.
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The status of Tidende is virtually the same as at our last
convention. The number of subscribers is about 1600, the same
as last year. 168 new subscribers have been added to the list,
whereas about an equal number has discontinued. The cost of
publication remains at about the same high water mark as last
year. ‘The cash receipts for subscriptions for the past year were
$1,271.45, while expenditures were about $3,250.00. Hence a
deficit of about $2,000 which has been paid by the Synodical
and Mission treasuries. This would seem to warrant an in-
crease in subscription rate, However your publication “Com-
mittee does not advise such an increase nor the curtailment in
size for the same reason as mentioned last year: that Tidende
and Sentinel continues as our most effective missionary agency
and¢ worthy of your most wholehearted support both by con-
tributions and by prayers. Your Publishing Committee urges
upon every pastor and layman of the Synod to exert himself
to the utmost to make personal solicitation for new subscribers
in order to increase our list by at least 500 for the ensuing year,
and thus, in a measure, reduce our seeming annual deficit.

Your Committee also recommends that the Editorial Board
of Tidende secure the aid of individuals who may be called as-
sociate editors—each to cover a certain field of activities on
which to write for our paper.

The Book Co., has continued to cater to your trade under
the management of Miss Margaret Kvittum of Minneapolis. Your
Committee recommends that no changes as regards our Book Co.,
are feasible at the present time; but that all our people give it
their full and unqualified support by ordering and purchasing
publications of every description, which can be supplied from
Minneapolis on the shortest possible notice, more so than from
any other point, because of the proximity of our Book Co., to
one of the greatest Lutheran and perhaps the greatest Scandi-
nayian Publishing center in the country.

Respectfully submitted,
per H. A. Preus, Secretary
Publishing Committee.

7. Ghurch) Grtenfion.

Somtiteen for Church Ertenfion Har Holdt fre meder fiden fidfte
fynobemgde.  Ulle mpderne Har veeret afholdte 1 Madifon, Wia.

Qomiteen har gjort fglgende beoilgninger: Forejt City $1500,
NRethonia, Story Cith, Jowa $300, Bion, Mar{hiield, Ore. $400,
Searpille, Jowa $600, Hapfield, Weinn. $500, tilfammmen $3,300.

Nndteegterne belgh fig il $755.47. Der er nu (Slte juli) en
fasjebeholdoning of $520.01. Det er visfelig af ftor betydning for
port famfund2 beetft, ab der famled et ftgrre fond for Church Sy-
tenjion. Penighederne opfordres derfor fil at ijufomme bdette fond
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med et aarlig offer. Qomitcen anbefaler, af bette offer optaged paa
oen 9be jpudag cfter Trinitatis ijtedet for den {idfte jendag 1 firfe:
aaret. “

Somitteen vil Denlede Spnodend opmeeficimbed paa § 5 af reg-
Terne.  Xfglge demte § fan altfen denne fadfe Glive af ftor Hicelp
for menigheder, fom vil oprette menighedsifoler 1 fin mibte.

' LS, Guttebo, Jefreteer.

8. Qngfererens reguifaber,

Syuodefasien,

Subteeat:
Saslebeholoning 1jte mai 1921 ... ... $ 520.16
BIDTAT - o et e e e et 3,781.24
Bidrag il treengende jtuderenve ... ... 1,289.47
Publitationer (Tidende $1,208.00).... 1,570.63
Synod Quth). Voot Go., [ghende udgijter 400.00
©gnod Quth. Boof Co., laan ........ 100.00
Renter . ... 50.00

1bgift:
Publilationer . ... ... L. $3,763.88
Mailing and expenfed ............. 60.93
Treengende {tuderende ............. 1,201.00
Qeererlgn ..o i 925.00
i3 Margaret Soittum, Ion ... ... 400.00
Jep. Ehr. Anderfon, N. R. €ec’y. .. .. 50.00
B. Haritad, Lejtemt £l ham ......... 5.00
ev. Bleetfau, rventer til Mr3d. L. Qarjen 40.00
ep. F. Bleetfan, ffat ... .. ... 20.00
Eirfuleerver, Goncordia College ... ... 9.12
Ndpertidfement 1 Standinabenr ..., .. 5.00
Reifeudgiffer ... ..o 6.40
Stationety, Stambsd anud PVoftcards. ... 12.78
Kasfebeholdning 1jte mar 1922 ... .. 1,212.89

$7,711.50 $7,711.50
Den indre misfion,

Subteeqgt:
Sasdjebeholdoning 1ite mai 1921 ... ... $2,331.74
BTG e e e 3,545.91

bgift:
Jev, K. . Thoen ... $1,500.00
NRev., Iohn Qendrictd ... ... ... 1,500.00
Step, . . Preud .. 800.00
Pev, & P Jenferr ... 470.00



Neb. &, ©anve ... 300.00
Pev, . 6. Unfethy ... ... ... . 56.00
PRep., &. SGuldberg ....... ... .. ... 50.00
Rep. Emil Mpller, bejtemt I Ham. . .. 5.00
Jeifeudgifter . ......... ... ... ... 169.34
Operfprt Hl fadfe for alberdomshiem 400.00
Rasiebeholoning 1te mai 1922 ... .. 633.31
$5,877.65 $5,877.65
Churelh Crtenfion Fuubd,
Sudtegt:
Kasdfebeholdbning ... .. .. L. $2,754.54
BIDTAG ©r oo e e e 603.47
@omber mgh., afdrag paa laan ... ... 152.00
Ybgift:
Menigheden 1 Forvefl City, Jowa. ... .. $1,500.00
Lethania mah., Story Cith, Nowa. . .. 300.00
Biong mah., Marihfteld, Ove.. .. ... .. 400.00
Scarville malh., Scarville, Joiva. ... 600.60
Mentgheden 1 Hayfield, Winm.. ... .. 500.00
fasdjebeholdning 1ite mat 1922 ... ... 210.04
$3,510.01 $3,510.01
Peeniahebsifoletasien.
Sudteeats
Qodfebeholoning 1fte mai 1921...... $2,065.00
BIDLAT v i 30.00
Peifg Jtora Leborjon, aforag paa faan  100.00
1haift:
Fairbiern mgh., Minneapolis, Mmn.. . $ 505.00
Bor Frelfers mah., Abert Qea, Winn. 299.80
Parfland mah., Vartland, Walh.... .. 970.54
Somber mgh., Worth Co., Jowa ... . 242.01
Auna Kinden, laan ........ ... ... .. 200.00
Kadlebeholdning 1fte mai 1922 677.65
$2,195.00 $2,195.00
Hedbningentisfion, npdlidbende, cte.
Subdteat: )
Qosfebeholtning Ifte mal 1921 ... .§ 470.87
BIDLAT © o eee e e 2,110.41
Nbaift:
Negdlidende 1 Rina ... ....... ... $ 188.96
Npolivende 1 Curopa . ........ ... .. 114.97



Rpbdlidende 1 Rudland ............. 979.83
Tegdlidende 1 Chicago ...... T 10.00
KQina misdfionen ......... .. ... ... : 387.60
Neger midfionen ... ... 588.11
Snbdtaner misdfionen ........... .. .. 219.76
Mizfionen 1 Smdien ... . 55,75
Ghect rvetfurned ........... . ... ..., 40.00
Barnehijem, Home Finding Society, efc. 15.20
Kasfebeholding 1ite mai 1922 ... ... 688.10

$2,581.98  $2,581.98
The Synod Lutheran Boof Co,

Sudteent: ‘
Pep, B, Jenfen .......... 5. $2.00
Rep, J. V. Unfeth ................ 5.00
Haaton Quamme ................. 1.00
Andread Breland ................. 1.00
torrig Qenderfon ... 1.00
RNehemiad jernagel . ... ... ... 1.00
Raszfebeholdning 1ifte mai 1922...... $11.00

Unbertegnede, af Synoden valgte rveviforer, har gjennemgaaet
fagfererens regnilaber og fundet dem at beere forreft.
: Cinar Tydien,
€ Hanjen,
Revijorer.

9. Rapport fra fomiteen for: Tilleg £il fumfundets fouftitution
og ubfaft il menighedbsforfatuing.

Efterat den par left of paft. . Qendrictsd og fiden iffe tillod
bens behandling, befluttede Synoden at den ligger over til neefte aar.

KRomiteindftillinger Dehandlet vg antogue of Synoben

1. Formandens indberetniug.

‘Somiteen Henftiller il Synoden: a) At bede vort Lirfefolf om,
at tage tilhjerte formandend alborlige ord og formaninger angaaen-
de tidbgaauden, fom den pirer fig i leere og liv; den gudlgie aand,
formt bebherffer unbderbidningen i landetd offentlige ffoler; ben gubd-
forladthedens aand, jom i det timelige maa betrhgge fig baa alle
maaber paa verdend vid. Lad o3 i alle ting Jgge, forit Sudd rige
og Hand retfeerdighed, forbisfet om, at alt vi treenger for fiel og
Tegeme gived 08 af ham. D) At tilfterune formandens ord angaaen-
de vort forhold: 1, il Fivfelige moditandere; 2, forbums troedbrp-
dre. ) ¥Ungaaende menighedsifolen, at gjgre alt muligt for, at’
ber i denne fag, fom er en livdfag, ffrivesd til oprettelfe af jaadanne
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ffoler overalt i vore menigheber, hHvor det paa nogen maade fan
fe. B) At DHenvife formandens raad angaaende det hyiere ffolebees
jen il detite m@nesd fomite for Haeiere ffoler. e) § ord og gierning
at pife ben rette tafuermmelighed mod ol godheds Gud, jom ogfaa
i det foundne aar Har ladet bort famfund joa rigelig faa erfare Hond
oberbeetted naade og miffundhed.

& A Sulizfomn,

S. € Plvidafer,

L & Wellem.

2, SJubremisfionen.

Somiteen inbjtiller fglgende: 1. ©ynoden gleder fig over og
tatfer Gud, for at Hhan i fin naade Har velfignet jamjundetd inbdre-
migfiondbirfiombed i det forlpbne aar.

2. Synoden gleweder fig ober, at den jtanende indremisdfiondfomite
har funnet Holde hele 6 mgder 1 aarets [gh og at enfelte medlenmmer
tillige Har Yunmet beigge flere midfionsdftedber. Det, at medlermmer
af fomiteen fan fonmme omiring baa felbe virfefeltet, giver den ef
bebre oberDlf ober zet anfbardfulde og bigtige arbeide, den er jat
til at fremume og fore tilfyn mebd.

3. ©ynoden filjtenmmer den ftaaende mishiondfomitesd raad om,
at flere midjiongmenigheder firafd bgr fege at ordne fig til fajte
prejtefald, felv om de ffulde treenge Gijcelp fra indremisfionsfadjen
forat funne gjgre bef.

4, Synoden anerfjender bevettigelfen af den ftacende fomites
opfmbung til vigeligere bidrag til indremisfion3fasfen, og Dbeber
derfor fine menigheder om, at arbeide Dhenimod en meve fyftema-
tift mbiamhng for dette vigtige gjgremaal.

5. ©ynoden gleeder fig over, at endel midfiondmenigheder alle-
rede mu pder uqcImcaaﬁqe bidrag il misfiondtasien, og vil ven-
ligit opmuntre de gbrige misdjiondmenigheder il fnareft mulig at
fglge dette efBempel.

6. Gud oplade vore hjerter il ibrig bgn og arbeidbe for Guds
riged udbredelfe og bejefielfe over det wirfefelt, Hhan Har betroet 0s.
@& A GSullixjon, formand,
€ N Peterfon, fefretees,
A I Martinfjon.

3. Menigh ositnlen.

Qomiteen inditiller fglgende: 1. Da det er en [ivdfag for vor
Tutherife firfe Gejtaaen i dette land, at bebare vor opbofjende fleegt
for Gubs fande firfe paa jord, faa er det vor friftelige bligt, —
ifte alente 1 o1d, men i gjerning, — af vife Gud Tydighed ogfaa 1,
Boad Han freeber of 08 ligeoverfor vore bgrnd opdragelfe i jand
gudsfrypgt.
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2. Gynoden anbefaler derfor paa det indftendigite, ot der gisred
alt, boad gigres fan for omettefien af menighedsifoler i de enfelte
menigheder.

L& Guttebo,
P, A Widvey,
Snut Opheim

Remarks at Synod meeting, July 26 to August 1, at Madison,
Wis., in regard to Parochial Schools:

The statement is often made that the- parochial schools—re-
gardless of what denomination to which they belong, are un-
American. We Lutherans claim that those of our denomina-
tion are not un-American for we teach obedience to the authori-
ties. Proof of this was especially in evidence during the recent
World War.

The undersigned had the privilege of serving as a camp-
pastor or Lutheran chaplain in various army camps during 1918,
There was ample opportunity to observe different types of men
from various walks of life and from all kinds of religious de-
nominations. Statistics show that the Lutherans had a larger
per cent of its youth enter the service than any other denomina-
tion. It was generally noted that the Lutheran boys in larger
numbers passed the physical examination and were found more
free from bodily blemishes and defects, which were so common
in other groups. When in training these lads soon proved them-
selves, because of their obedience to officers in command, to be
most efficient and loyal soldiers.

Your writer found evidence of this while serving with the
161st Field Artillery Brigade at Camp Robinson, Sparta, Wis.,
in 1918, Here were about five thousand men of whom about
eight hundred were Lutherans and a large per cent of them
from the Synodical Conference. The great majority of these
Lutheran boys of the 331st regiment were products of our
parochial schools in Wisconsin. This was especiaily true of
Battery B of the 331st. These boys—75% of Battery B—were
our own parochial school boys, and, under the capable direction
of their captain, they developed into the crack firing-battery of
the brigade. So efficient did they become that when Maj. Gen.
Martin, commanding officer of the 86th Division, .the Black-
hawk, came from Camp Grant to inspect the artillery at Camp
Robinson, this same Battery B of the 331st vas picked to de-
monstrate firing—the highest honor that could be accorded a
battery in training.

Again the undersigned, toward the close of the summer,
after a draft of several hundred men from Minnesota had been
received into camp, worked among them in one of the regiments,
seeking the Lutheran boys of whom there were many. After
spending several days in the 333rd area, I crossed the 332nd
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area and met one of the captains there who had not seen me
for some time. He turned to me and asked: “Chaplain, where
have you been keeping yourself?” “Working in the 333td, look-
ing up our Lutheran boys,” was the reply. “Yes, I see there
are a lot of your cohorts from Minnesota,—just arrived. They
—the Lutheran boys—make fine soldiers,” said the captain, who
was neither a Lutheran nor of Scandinavian descent. However
he, a regular army officer, as well as many other regulars, who
are keen observers of material which makes for good soldiers,
was ready to commend the good, sturdy, sound and wholesome
qualities in our Lutheran boyvs. '

Mark you, the majority of these Lutheran boys had received
their eduncation and training in our parochial schools. Had such
wonderful results been attained in training these men; had such
favorable comment been made about them by officers, if they
had been the products of an un-American institution, which
many in ignorance call our parochial school system? Does it
not much rather appear as evidence of the soundness and stabi-
lity of said school system? It can not be otherwise for this
system is founded in order to maintain and inculcate in the
hearts and minds of its pupils nothing but obedience and loyalty
to God, home and our country, the United States. Let us there-
fore cherish and promote our parochial schools as a staunch
bulwark against the many evil forces which would undermine
our homes and country!

H. A. Preus.
4. Soiere {foler.

Synoden erfjender med tafnemmelighed den impgdefommenked,
for er vift 08 af Misdjourt- og Wisconfin Tynoderire, ved at lade 08
Benptte deved Ieereanjtalter il ot uddaune vore unge, form il for-
Gerede fig for arbeide i firfen.

A, Goncordia College,

1. Synoden bempudiger Sent ftacende fomite for YHgiere fFoler,
at anfeette en Ieever ved Concordia College for bdet formmende aar.

2. ©ynoden bevilger en jum af $50.00 il indtigh of norjfe bg-
ger for Goncordia Eollege.

3. Synoben Dbetaler prof. &. €. Plvisater $240.00 aavet, jomt
godtgigrelfe for huslete. Dette gicelber ogfaa det forlpbne aar.

4. Synodent opfordrer fine medlemmer il at iYufomme ffolens
Figttenafdeling med gaver in naturn,

B, Solelecreres udbdanmelfe.

5. ©pnoden bemyndiger fomiteen for hoiere ffoler, at forhandle
nred vette pedfommende om en ordiing, Hborbed en lever i norft
fon Blive anfat ved Martin Quiher College, Ttetp MIm, MWinu., Der-
forn en tilfredgftillende ovdning fan treeffes, bemyndigeg fomiteen,
at falde en leever for denme ftilling.
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6. X tilfeelde af at en tilfredsftillende ordning itte tan treeffes
for det fommende aar, opfordred fomiteen 1l paa anden maade, at
jffaffe unbdervidning i norff for dem, Jomt nu er cleper ped Wartin
Quther Gollege.

C. Zhevlogiff Seminar,

. ©ynodenr bempudiger gjennem fin fomite forhandlinger med
Misfouri Synoden, om en mulig orduing 4l anfettelfe af en norff
[cerer ped Concordia Seminar i &t Louisd, Mo.

8. ©pnoden tilftenumer de vegler for underftytielie af [tuderende,
fom er anbefalet af den jtaaende fomite.
) €hr. Underjomn, fefreteer,
. Ynugebrition og
G, 9. Monferud.

5. Preftefonferenfernes protofoller.

Qomiteen har gjennemgaaet didfe profofoller og finder intet
feerligt at Henlede Synodend opmeertiomfbed baa. Dog vil den an-
befale at et udtaft eller vefusme af de afhandlinger, jom opleefes pao
mgderne tilfgies protofollerne. & & Gutteby, I B. Unfeth,

Reter Klofter, O8carBreland

6. Pedbningemisfionen,

1. Ehnoden taffer Gud, fordi Han Har givet o8 anledning til
at udfgre arbeide paa hedningemisfiondmarfen. — AL godhedsd Gud
give 08 naade til med troffab, at ubdbfgre den gierning, Hon Hhar faldt
08 hl.

2. €pnoden opfordrer fine medlemmer og venner til af hufom
me por Rinamisjion og midfionen 1 Indien t fine alborlige bpnner
til ®ud, og bed fine rigelige bidrag: a) BVi bgr yoe faa rigelige bi-
drag fom mulig til de Igbende udgifter paa misdfiondmarfen. b) Bi
ber ogfoa deltage i indjamlingen af penge fil anffaffelie af etendowr
og opfprelic af misdfionsbypgninger i Rina.

3. ©pnoden opfordrer {ine medlemmer til at ftotte Shynodalfon-
fonferenjens JMegermisiion, famt WMisdjouri Synodensd Jndianermis:
fion. Q.M. Gullerubd, fefreteer.

JA Molditad O. G Storaarsli

7. Chureh) Gytenjion.

1. ©pnoden beder den nye ftaaende fomite om at fomme med
forilag fil at rvebidere § 5 af reglerne for €hurch Ertenfion.

2. At menighederne betcenfer vigtigheden af denne fasfe, og
bebes om at obtage et aarligt offer {il den, og at dette offer optages
paa den 9de fpnbdag efter Trinitatid eller en anden {gndaq.

Vrof. &. C Plvigafer, form.
M. F Mommien fefreteer,
John Wichaelfon.
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8. PFinancerne.

1. @ynoden taffer Gud, fordt han Har opladt bort folfs hierte
og Deender, Jaa af bt ogfaa defte aar Har funnet drive vort arbeide
uden at ftifte gjeeld.

2. Cynoben - bifalder den jtaaende finansfomited bHandlemaade
at give it famtytfe £il, of der er fendf misfioncer Faye et bidrag pao
$500.00.

3. LQigeleded bifaldes dend anbefaling, af prifen paa ,Tidenpe”
forbliver $1.00 aavet.

4. Qigeleded deud anbefaling, at Synodensd fadfever bliver ey
officio raatgivende wmedlem af den {taaende finansdfomite.

5. fngaaende flytning of Synodens boghaudel, oberlades dette
1l forlag8fomtteen i forbindelfe meb den ftacende finanstomite.

9[ . Zorgerjon, formand,
N &‘5 Stranbd, fefreteer,
92 3. [pberg.

9. Fublifationer.

1. Synoden taffer Gud for den fremgang, fom vor boghandel
og €v. Luth. Tidende Hhar habt 1 det forlgbne aar,

2. Shnoden godffender at underbalancen for ,Tidende” er bl
deeffet af fynodetaéfen og anfer udgiveljen af Tidende for ef miegel
. bigtigt migfiongarbetde; derfor bgr prifen paa bladet iffe forhgied

3. ©ynobden anmoder paa det fraftigite alle prefter og medlent
mer af Synodent af gjsre alf, Hhad gigresd fan, for af faa flere abou:
nienter paa ,Tidende”, og LIl opmuntre foreeldre, at fubifribere for
fine bprn, famt at gjgre meft muligt brug af vor bogforretning il
at itaffe gode bgger for jig jelv og jine bgrn.

4. DQer udgived en worif udbgabe af fhnodalberetningen. <v
preedifenier og referater, jom bBleb Holdt i det engeljfe fprog umnbder
mpbet, frpffead faaleded i beretningen. Ler frhffed 1000 efSempla
ver, medmindre forlagdfomiteen finder ef ftgrre oplag af veere paar
frocbet.

5. @ynodent udgiver en ,Folfefalender” baa jamme ftorrelfe
fom for. Den frhffes paa norif t 2000 effemplarer.

6. ©Synoden bempndiger redaftgrerne for ,LTidende” og ,Sen
tmeI“ at udnceone jaa mange medhielpere for beftemte grene, fow

be jymes belhgues.

Tiffeeq.  Somiteen gjorde opmmffom paa at N, B. Anderfon tik
bgd Synoden, at feelge den fit fryfferi. Qomiteen Habbe noteret fig
be bigtigfte ting angaaende Hanbdelen, hHvilfet blep forelagt mgbdet
Desiden paapegede den jaavel fordelene jom ulemperne forbundne
med Fipbet, jomi gav Shyunoven endel anbefalinger, Hvid Handel bley
fluttet.  &fter leengere 1108 drgftelfe af fagen, fattede Shnoden fpl:
gende bejlutninger: 1. Tilbudet fra R. B. Anderfon modiages met
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taf. -— Paftorerne §. A. Preud og John Hendrictsd gnijlede Hemeer
fet, at de iffe {temte i benie jag. 2. Som jamfund Hejatter Syuo
den fig iffe med udgivelfe af noget-verdsligt blap. 3. Righ og be
ftorelfe af bdette tryfferi oberlabdes til forlagstomiteen 1 forbindelfs
med finangfomiteen. C A Molditad, A J. Torgerjon
ogOleHaugenn.

10.  Refolutioner,

Qomiteen fandt intet at aunbefale for Synoden og obergab ti
fefreteren alle {friftlige BHildninger il mgdet.

Forffiellige Deflatuinger,

Tiden for fe3jionerne jatted til . 9:30—12 formiddag og 2—
4:30 eftermibbag. Lot bleb oberdragef til fuldmagidfomiteen, o
behandle begjeer fra menigheder om optagelfe 1 Synobderr.

Striftlige og mundtlige Henbenhelfer og I)II ninger {1l mpbded
blev Henbvift #I refolutionstomiteen.

®. A Moldjtad fif i obdrag, at varetage dagdhredfen 1 Mabdi-
font under mgoet. Refevaterne leberede vbed mgdet fryffed 1 jin Hel
hed 1 jynodalberetningen.

Sagen angaaende ,Walther League” Genvifted I fomiteen for
hgiere jfoler. Gmn inbdbybdelfe jra Vor Frelferd menighed neer PVrince
ton, Minn., frembaaret af dend prejt, 0. M. Sullerud, at affjolde
neefte aardmpde i dend midte, modtoges med taf. Tid for medet og
alle detaljer oberlobesd fil formanden, fefretceren og tedetd preft af
Dbejtermme.

PBrotofollen for fidjte jesfion juftered af formanbdewr og fefrefe
ren. Tal bed reidning bleb af Synoden udialt Hl de velvillige og
rundhaandede givere af f;ﬂgenbe gaver: Rart Aafen, $500; M3
Gunder Cdivardsg, $800; Jgrgen Thorjon, $1,000; Hangd Sulbrand:
fou, $100; 2 ubencebnte damer, $50 Etbcxtl)Boub, Toften Oljon,
$100; en ubenoennt mand, $50; en ubencevnt ung dame, $100, be
ftemt il en ny ,Thpetwriter” for jefreterend brug. X anleduing
de to fpritneeonte givere Holdt paft. M. Fr. Wieje en ferdeled an-
flacende tale. Oiftoriff paavifte han, Hoorleded 1 provelfensd tider
Sud ofte har opbaft Ivinder til ftandhaftig, at udrette florve ting
il fand Tutherdoma bebarelfe. il efzembpel Frit Kelner, en prefte
fone i Preusdfen for vel 100 aar fiden; men jaadanne fombder Har bi
iblandt 08 nu, Hoilfet denne papirlap, fom Her oberreetfed Syno-
pen, noffom jtadfeejter.
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Diverfe.

Andagter: Folgende prefter aabnede fedfionerne wed frifjtles.
ning og bgn efter af forfamlingen Habde afjunget en falime: O. WM.
Gullerud, &. Suldberg, €. A. Moldftad, PB. A. Widvey, F. A
Moldvftad, N. . Lorgerjon, L. B. Jenfen, €. Hanfen, S. Sanbe,
B, €. Forfeth og F. B. Unfeth.

Gudstienefter: Foruden aabningdpreedifen Holdt af formand B.
Sarftad, Holdted guddtienefte med paftoralpreedifen og altergang
torgdbag aften.  Paft. Wiefe Holdt {friftetale og Jngebritjon pree-
bifedbe. Spgnbdag holdtes feftqudstienejte i auditorium bved Monona
Qate,  Feftpreedifen bleb bHoldt af Synodalfonferenfend formand,
paft. €. Gaufervity 11l minde og taf for Synodalfonferenfens ftif-
telfe for 50O aar fidben i WMiltoauiee, Wis.; pajt. Holden M. Olfen
forrettede altertienejte. €t for paa bel 100 jtermmer farmmen med
Follinglo orfefter ledede jalmefangen. Qoret jang tillige en for-
fang og orfeftret jpillede for og efter gudstienejten, famt under ofrin-
gen, Hbid udbptte gif 11l Negermisfionen.

foredrag og taler: Shnoden Havde den gleede fredag eftermid-
dag at Iytte til et foredrag af pajt. Fr. Brand, 1jte viceformand aof
Misgjourt Shnoden og fefreteer for Hedningemisdfionstomiteen. $Han
bar nplig vendt tilbage fra en veife il Japan, Kina, Jnbien og
Guropa, og gab en Heift interedjant og lebende ffildring af, Hvad
han Habde fet og oplevet; alt bar opmuntrende, men ifeer, Hvad bi
fif bgre om paft. og fru Rillegaards ftilling og virfjombed i det
fierne Hedningeland.

prdag eftermiddag Holdbt prof. €. §. Engelbrecht jra Concor-
dia Teacherd College, Niver Foreft, JIL., et foredrag om ungdoms-
arbeidet og Walther League, dend organijation, meder, maal og
pirffombed 1 Guds riged interedfe. Talen bleb fulgt med fpendi
opmeerflonthed of forjamlingen og flere {pgradmaal, fom jtilledes
ham, blev Defoaret med ftor ffignfombed.

X anledning navnet ,Walther JLeague” for ungdomsforbundet
oplite taleren, at dr. €. & . Walther Habde fra begyndellen af
Habt et aabent gie for ngdvendigheden af frijtelige ungdomsforenin-
ger Tedet 1 de rette fpor. HPaftorerne, Harftad og . A. Wolditad
gab forte oplyfende ffitfer of dr. Walthers betydningsfulde liv, virf-
fombed og perfon. X denne forbindelje bleb ogfaa et Hiftoriff over-
bIif feperet af pajt. Widvey om Synodaltonferenfens tilblivelfe med
or. Walther, fom formand. Det orgauiferende mpde Holdtesd af 6
ceate, Tutherffe fynoder, Hooraf den norffe fhnode var en, fra 10—
16de juli 1872 i Miliautee, Wiz, PBaft. PB. A, Widvey Jelb, {aabel-
forr paft. P Fr. Wiefe overbar perjonlig dethe mgde.
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Modets ufning,

Da tiden for mgdet bar udlgbet udtalte formand Haritad en Hjer-
teltg taf til mentighed og prejt for af Hgae og venlighed npdt 1 disfe
dage, famt indfgrie med nogle treffende ord den nye formand, pajt.
@. A Sullixfon. Jndholdet var omtrent fglgende: Kjcere Lrpdre
oq jeitre! Let er mig vet en gleede, at faa ubdtale en taf til me-
nigheden og preften Ger for den venlige tndbhdelfe til dette mpgde.
Bil bede pajt. Olfen frembeere denme taf I fin menighed. Om
mange af 03 Har veeret 1ot faa fri 1 fine ubtalelfer under mgbet,
faa er vi bog alle enige 1 den ftore Hovedfag, fom angaar {jelenesd
frelfe. ©fte fan der veere tilfpneladende uenighed 1 ydre ting, Hvori
bi dog i grunderr er enige. — Som den der mu aftveceder, jom for-
mand, bil jeg faa udtale: ,Fdvrigt brgdre, anbefaler feq cder,” —,
alfe famlet Her, denne menighed og alle vore menigheder, — ,Sud
og hang naaded ord!”  Jeg fplber, at fige {af for al overbeerented
med mine ffrgbeligheder og for jamarbeidet i gjenopbyggelien af det
gamle bud. Bi gamile, fom Wiefe og mig feld, Habde maattet grue
for fnavt at mgde de hedengangne feedre, om bi iffe Havde fortfat
peres birfe og veernet om det gaunle famfund.

MNaar jeg nu indfgrer vor fjere broder 1 formand3embedet, bil
jeq minbe Ham om, at det er brgdrened tillid og fieerlighed, Tom her
Teeqged for dagen, og at det er e cere; men bi maa altid betragte
ovdetd enibede og tjenejte Tangt Ggiere. Vijtnof har menigheder ret
#l at jfutte fig jammmen 10 jomfund, og af bHjertet taffer bi de me-
nigheder og prefter. jom hav fluttet fig jarmmen med 08, at bygae
@1d3 rige. Log lad 038 aldrig jeette Jamjundet ober menighederne.
Hervenr beliigne da formanden, viceformanden, alle embedZbrgdre
og bore menighedslennimer, ftore og jmaa!l

&om. {bar paa denie tale ytrede paft. Sullizjon fplgende: eg
vl taffe den aftredende formand for alle de visdbomsord, hHan DHar
talt til 08 og for al obofrelie og nidficerhed Han Har udvift 1 udfe-
velfen af embedet. Bt jlylder Ham tilligemed biceforimanden Hierte-
lig taf, at be med faa fiffer haaud Har ledet 03 gjennem jaa mange
panifeligheder 1 den jbuundne tid. Tof for derved troiffal i tjeneften!
Maatte Herven frembdeled, ifglge fine naaderigelgiier, velfigne demt
og 08 alle!

Vaft, §. V. Olen fif nu ovdet og ubtalte taf Hil Syuoden for
befgget 1 didfe Dage. Lan fagde, vi Har Habt {tor nptte og rigt ud-
butte deraf, er felb med mange andre blebne bejthrfede ng grimdfce
ftede 1 fandheden.  Gud veere nu med eder og o8 alle; han Defeeite
08 1 troen paa bor Herve og Freljer!

Endelig udtalte formand Harjtad en taf il biceformanden, oer
faa frolig Habde ftacet Ham bi og fpavet Bam for meget avbeide
under mpgdet.

Mpdet Dleb derpaa heevet med affpngelien af jalimen: ,Qob og
taf og ebig cere,” famt en iuderlig Den og Perrensd velfignelie bed
pajt. Yaritad.
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LForlpft dig 1 Herren, Jaa ffal Han give dig dit Hiertes begjee-
ring.” Salm. 37, 4.
QB Jenfen, fefreteer.

Den Norffe Syuodes prefter vy profesforer og deres abresfer.

9. Aaneftad (Em.), Eherman, &. Laf.

Ehr. Anderfon, 916 31ft Ave. 9., Minneapolis, Peinn.

M. Q. Blefen, Rt 2, Qawler, Joma.

B €. Forfeth, Rt. 2, Lawler, Jowa.

Q. M. Gullerud, Nt. 1, Vrinceton, MWinn.

&, Guldberg, Suttond Bay, Mich.

&. A, Sullizfon, 2219 QB Jtorth Ave., Chicago, JII.

Qaur. &, Sutteby, Nt eerfield, Wis.

R. L. Guttebg, 60&0\1 ‘Uﬁcb.

€. Sanfen, Scarville, Jowa.

2, Saritad, Parfland, Waibh.

o Hendricts, 1101 14t Ave. ©. €., Minneapolid, Minn.

$. Sngebritfon, Rt. 1, Qate Mill3, Jotva.

B, enfen, Ematfbfidb, Qregon.

3. \gobmﬂen 204 Jahy Street, Fredgno, Calif.

Geo. . Lillegard, 11 Weilan ‘Tervacc @anfom Ehina.

L A. Violbjtad, 66 Drchard Street, Jamaica Plain, Voston, Nasy.
9[ Molditad, 1535 . Keeler ﬂ[be., &hicago, L.

’W F. Mommien, BVelvbiew, Minn.

@. Meller, @eIIﬂ)eL, .

&. %5 Neafeth, Mt. 1, Box 95, Elearbroot, Minn.

€. 1. Fave, Concordia College, &St. Naul, Minn.

SHoloen Wi Olfen, 114 &. Butler Str., Madifon, Wis.

Brof. . B. Opern, Eoncordia Eollege, &t. Waul, Wi,

E. 9. Peterfon, New Londou, Veinn.

&. A, Vrens, 5916 Rice Street, Ehicago, JIT.

Stephen Sande, Story Eity, Joiwa.

. A. Saner, 315 W. 15thH, Minneapolis, M. (Enr.)

S Steand, Nt 3, €t Weter, Dinn.

i”g. @}. hoen, Oflee, Winm.

X, A, Thorfen (Gm.), 315 W. 15th Street, Minneapolis, DHnn.

A, X ‘3“01gm1ou 9it. 3, YNorthimood, Jova.

\306 3. Unfety, %atelmﬁe, Joa.

B, oA Widvey (Em.), Nt. 3, Wheeler, Wis.

M. Fr. Wieje (Em.), Cambridge, Wis.

Prof. dr. . €. Plvidafer, 1317 Dapton Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
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