





BERETNING

Det trettende ordentlige Synodemgde
af

DEN NORSKE SYNODE

af den Amerikanske Evangelisk
Lutherske Kirke

TN YT

Afholdt i Bethany Menighed
paa ‘
Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota
I 2te til 18de Juni, 1930






Synodens ordning og medlemmer

Den Norvife Spriode af den Wmerifanife Evangeliff Quiferite
Rirte afholdt fit trettende ordentlige fynodempde 1 Bethany Eb. Quip.
menighed, Bethany College, Mantato, Minn., fra 12te Hil 18de juni
1930.

Mgdet aabiedes med gquddtjenefte. Pajt. O. V. Sullerud
Holdt aabning8preediferien med Kol. 1:16—20 fom text. PBaft. N.
A. Madfon forrettede altertieneften.

Efter gudstieneften bgd Synodens formand, Pajt. Ehr. Ander-
fon, forjamlingen Hiertelig velformmen og gnitede Suds velfigielie
pber mgdet. Derpaa udneebnte Han fomn midlertivig fuldmagtdtomite
felgende: Raftorerne Emil Hanfen og Aphlert Strand, jamt Veariug
Mioe, repreefentant fra &t. Pauli menighed, Chicago. Denne fomite
blev fenere gjort permanent.

Eftermiddagdmpdet aabned fl. 2 ned andagt, ledet bed baft.
X. B. linfety. Sefreteeren, paft. €. . Quill, oblefte lifterr af de
ftemmeberettigede brejter og fuldmagtdfomiteen rapporterede de an-
meldte vepreefentanter. Formanden erfleerede derpaa det 18de or-
dentlige fynodemgoe fom fat i den treenige Suds navn.

Mpdet beftod af fglgenbe medblemmer:

32 ftemmeberettigede prefter:

Ehr. Anderfon, J. Bleeffan, Elmer W. Wi, Brewer, Walter €.
Bufzin, Morrid Dale, &. Suldberg, O. WM. Gullerud, &, A. Sulliy-
jon, & &. Guttebg, Emil Hanjen, Adolph M. Harftad, John Hen-
dricts, §. Jngebritfon, &. €. Qee, Geo. O. Lillegard, N. A. Madfou,
€. A. Molditad, . A. Moldjtad, M. F. Viommien, . A, Peterfen,
€. 9. Peterfon, €. F. Quill, F. RN. Runholt, Stebhen Sanbde, Ahlert
Strand, . €. Thoen, . M. Tiernagel, A. . Lorgerfon, . B. 1n-
feth, €. Plvisafer, Paul Plvigdafer, S. €. Plvidater.

47 reprefentanter

Ghr. Anderfons fald: RNofd Jacobfon, William Eide, Alfred
Rederfon, $. O. Kuutfon, Halvor Kuendru, Norman Sranbde.

Elmer Bremwers fald: &. € Myre.

Walter €. Bufzing fald: Vrof. €. F. Onftad, . M. Bujsneis.

Morrid Daled fald; O. B. Toeden.

. M. Sulleruds fald: Henry Hanfon, Albert Sanjon.

&, A, Gulliciond fald: Paft. K. L GSuttebg, Mariug Dioe.

Q. &, Guttebps fald: Aler Stephens.

Adolph Harjtads fald: B. &. Tjernagel.
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Robert &. Hepnes fald: George Staiem.

9. Jngebritfons fald: Oscar Anderfon, Martin Stene.

&. €. Leed fald: Neld Hagen.

Geo. O. Qillegards fald: €. Hopdahl.

N. A Madfonsd fald: John L. Sfogen.

€. A. Moldftads fald: Thomasd Heller, B. B. Braaten.

3. A, Molditads fald: John A, Ahlberg, Theodore WM. Olfen.

M. §. Mommfens fald: €. B. Ellingfon, Gerhard Solli.

3. A, Peterfens fald: Hand M. Sande, T. S. Bruftad, Elmer
Branftad.

€. 3. Quills fald: J. &. Sime, Theodore Helleffon, Edmard
Tivedt,

I R Runbholts fald: Harry Febig.
Stephen Sanded fald: Chrift Nypgaard.

3. €. Thoens fald: Carl Loberg.

. M. Tjernageld fald: George L. Natvig, Theodore &. Vaa-
la, George . Anderfon.

A, J. Torgerfonsd fald: Harold Mellem, Ehrift Mellem, L. B.
Hagen.

3. B, Unfeths fald: Holger Busnefs, Sr., Oliver Hilinoe.

&. €. Plvisafers fald: J. Pielaas, I. R. Lien.

3 bdelegater

€. W. Anderfons fald: . P. Stang.
APlert Strands fald: UA. Sauer.
Baul Plvidafers fald: John Kloppen.

15 randgivende medlemmer

Staaende: Paftorerne K. L Suttebg, L. B. Jenjen, £.
A. Preus, P. A. Widvep, Rob. &. Heyne, profediorerne Oliver Har-
ftad, A. J. Natbig, €. J. Onftad, O. B. Over:.

Raadgivende for dette mgde: Stud. teol. George
Sullixfon, jtud. teol. Lobiad Peterfon, Halbor Sambfon, paftorerne
A, €. Qlammer, William Nolte, Martin Winter.

< anledning paft. Hepne blev folgende anbefaling af fuldmagts-
fomiteen tilftemt: “Pajt. Robert &. Hephue optages jomn raadgivende
medlem af Shnoden, og betragted fom faadan faa leenge han betjener
en menighed Synoden tilhgrende, famt i tilfeelde af at paft. Hehne
ffulde Deflutte af begjcere optagelfe i den Norffe Synode, han da op-
tages fom ftaaende jtemmeberettiget medlem af Synoden.”

Gfefter

Anahein, California; Mrs. N. Vederjen.
Chicago, JILlinois: P &. A Sulligfon, Walter
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Gulligfon, Mrs. . A, Aplberg, W8, . A. Moldftad, Mr. og Mr3.
M. Klurgen.

Nima, Jowa: Mr. og Mrd. RNeljon,

Bode Iowa: Mable Aadheim, Gladys Aasheim, Mrs.
8car Sulligjon, Mr. Munjon.

Decoral, Jowa: Hannal) Ottefen.

ForeftCity Jowa: M3, Elmer Brewer, Mr. og Vs,
R, &. Klojter.

Jerico, Jowa: A N Kuutfon, . A. Knutfon, J. S.
fnation.

QafeMills Jowa: Mrs. O. Ingebritjon, Martin, Nel-
fine og Jnga L[Quobig, Mrs. Jdpa Storby, Alice Storby, Margaret
Weberg, familien Elmer Branftad.

LQawler, Fomwa: Ralph Tjernagel, Mr3. Carl A. Snutjon.

New Hamptiton, Jomwa: M, Arth. Swenjon, M. og
M3, BVaala, Mr. og Mrs. Robt. Robinfon, Mii8 Vaala.

NRorthwood Jowa: Mrs. A I Lorgerfon.

Scarville Jowa: Thelma Toeter, Signe Stebens.

StoryCity Jowa: Dlaf Tiernagel, Wpha Jngebritfon

Thombpion, Jowa: MWrs, Paul YPlvidafer, Emma John-
fon.

Waterpille, Jowma: Dis, J B, Unfeth, Eivind og
Dagny Unfeth.

Wanufon, Fomwa: . . Noe.

Sommerpille Masgif: Mg, €. Hoydahl.

Guttonsd Bay, Mich.: Mrs. E. Suldberg.

A TbertQea MWinn: Vs € F Quill, Marvel og
Grant Quill, Emma Tysfen, Albert Elingjon, Per. og Mrs. Sletten.

Belview, Minn.: WVrd. Ehr. Anderfon, Hilda Aunderfon,
Mre. Roig Jacobion.

BivrdIsgland Vinn: Mr. og Mrs. Neld Mattfon.

ClarfsGrobe Minn: Edna Johnjon, Emma Johnfon.

Cottonwood Minn.: Mrs. O. € Grande, Mr. og M8,
O. M. Runbolt, Mr. og Mg, €d. JFratzfe, WMrd. Theo, Snutfon,
Nora Levorion.

Delhi, Minn.: Mr. og Vird. O. . Pederfon.

Detroit Qates Minn: Mr. J. Thorpe.

Duluth Minu.: Mrs. Aplert Strand, familien A. Sauer,

Emmons Minun.: Cmar Tysdjen, Oscar Anderjon, NMarie
Frodager, Saral) Stebens.

Fertile Minn: Mrd. € N. Veterjon og datter.

Sartland Minn: Einar Hove, Wrs. €. Hove,

Sasgper, Minn.: Familien Aujan.
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Manchejter, MWinn: Olina Jordbahl, Jeanette Jorbahl.

MWinneapolis, Minu: Mrs. € A Voldjtad, Hope
Conftance, June Adar, Raba og Arden WMoldftad, Mrs. T. Heller,
Mg, Warie Hovde og detre, Olga Hanbdberg, Mrs. Wold, N. Hagen,
Misfes Hagen, prof. Geo. Hendrict3, Mrs. Geo. Hendricks, Vs,
Sobn Hendricts, Eavoline og Margavet Hendricts, familien Loberg,
Mre. Spphus €. Qee,

Nelfon Minn.: Familien Carl F. Qoberg.

Vrinceton Winn.: Vs, . A NVadfon, familien Abra-
hamion.

Santiago, Minn.: Familien O3car Odegaard.

St Qouis, Mo.: T. Peterjon.

Foripth Mont: O A Theifte.

Burton N. Dat.: PMes. Ole Hobvet.

HSiction, N. Datf.: Mr. og Mrs. O, A. Wisnefs.

Watford City, N. Dal.: Jamilien &. O. Tpeden.

Parfland Wafh.: N. Solli, Art Solli, Theo. Elingjon,
LQUoyd Monunien.

Amberit Jct, Wis.: M3, F. € Thoen, Ether Thoen,
Mr. og Mr3. Frantlin Nace, WVir. og Mird. Raymond Breffe.

Deerfield Wid.: W, L& S. Sutteby, Efther Yaeger,
N. &. Larjon, &. B. Stevens.

DeForeft, Wi3.; Mifs Jngeborg Catharine Moldftad.

Madifon Wis.: s, &, €. Ylvidater, M3, . Melaas,
Wers. 9. W. Torgefon, Mijs Enuna Tiveeten, familien €. Edvards,
Mra. X, K. Qien, A. O. Felland.

Nelfonpille, Wis.: Mr3. Carl J. LRoberg, Jrene Lo-
berg, &ylvia Stoltenberg.

Rrefter optagie i Synoden:

Ginar . Anderfon, Elmer W. M. Brewer, Hansd Aftrup
Thetfte.

Menigheber optagne i Synoden:

1. “Smunanuel  Epbangelical Qutheran Church”, Hudubou,
Becler Co., PVinn., betjent af paft. fobt. &. Heyne.

2. “Our Sabior’s Evangelical Qutheran Church” of Belbieiv,
Minn., betjent af paft. €hr. Anbderjon.

3. "Bor Frelfers Forff Lutherife Nenighed” i Watford Eity,
R. Dat., betjent af paft. Peorrid Dale.

X anledning “Concordia Ebangelical Quiheran Ehurch“s an-
{sgning om optagelje 1 ©ynoden blep falgende anbefaling af juld-
magtsfomiteen tilftemt: “The Concordia Gvangelical Lutheran
Church of Cau Claive, Wis., ffal anfeed fom medlem af Synobden
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faa fnart fom den YHar jtrgget parvagraf “€“ af Artifel 14 1 dend
Qonftitution, jaalydende: ‘All female members in good standing
in the Congregation, 21 years of age, have the right to vote on
questions ‘where finances are involved outside of running expenses
of the Congregation.” Gynoden bil ogfaa Henftille til menigheden at
firpge Artitel 22 1 dend Konftitution, faalydende: ‘If a pastor, offi-
sers, or teachers both according to the congregation and by other
brethren in faith shall be judged as incompetent for his office, he
can be discharged and his office be taken from him.” Saaleded fom
den Iyder er den udfat for at paafgre menigheden vanifeligheder.”

Nubdjfylbuinger:

Nndifypldtforfildiganfomit: Paftorerne . .
Preusd, Geo. . Qilfegard, L. L. Jenfen, &. Suldberg, . Bleeffan.

Undifyldtjorfraver: Paftorerne Thomasd A, Hau-
gen, Crling YPlvidafer. F anledning pajt. Nesfeths begjcering om
undityloning for frabeer befluttet at fefrefeeren tilffriver Ham.

Undifyldt for at forlade mpgdet for dets
jlutning: Paft. J. €. Thoen, repreefentanterne Glmer Vraid-
jtad, Holger Busneis, Theo. Helletfon, Edward Tiwedt. :

Uuditfyldt for iffe at Have jendt reprejen-
tanter: “Biond Evangeliff Qutherif Menighed”, WAbda, Minn.,
paft. Funholts fald.

“Den Standinavijfe Evangelijfe Quiherffe Menighed i Holton,
Mich., og “Den Standinaviffe Evangeliffe Qutherite Meenighed”, Big
Rapids, Mich., paft. Bletfans fald. »

“Sgrite €b. Quily. Menighed”, Fertile, Minn., paft. €. N. Pe-
terfond falb.

& anledning Suttond Bay menighed bleb feigende anbefaling
af fuldmagtdfomiteen tilftemt: “Pa menigheden i Suttons Bay,
Mich., iffe har fendt nogen repreefentant til Synodempdet, maa Sy-
noden beflage dette, og bil tilfthnde menigheden 1l i fremtiden at
gigre alt muligt for at Dlive repreefentevet ved famfunbdetd mgber.”



Jabningspraedifen
Led pajtor . M. Sullerud.

Lert: Qol. 1, 16—20. RKyjcere feedre, brgdre og Jgjtre i Herven:
Jtaade beere med eder, og fred fra Gud, vor Fadber, og den Herre
Jefus Qriftus.  Amen.

Bi er her forfamlede, prefter, rvepreefentanter og gjcefter, til
Synodemgde. Bi er iffe mange, thi vor Shnode er forholdsvis me-
get [iden. g hoorfor er den liden? En af bore alvorlige, jambit-
tighedsfulde prefter gjorde for iffe leenge jiden fplgende bemertning:
“Derfom min menighed funde faa en preft jom er mere liberal end
jeg er; en fom itfe pilde ta det faa ngie med alf; en fom bilde “lef
dowu the bard” baade her og der, da bilde denne menighed vore og
blive ftor, og preften vilde bli en glimrende fufces.”

Fordi Shnodensd prefter ng menigheder iffe er “Iiberale” men
beflitter jig paa at Hholde uroffelig fojt paa BHvert encfte Guds ord,
og refte fig efter alt det fom Gud bhar befalet, derfor fan de iffe
plete firfeligt jamarbeide med faadanne fom i dette og hint afviger
fra Gud3 ord. Derfor maa de ogjaa tage afgjort ftandpunft imod de
hemmelige jelffaber; de maa tage afgiort jtandpuntt mod foindernes
ftemmeret 1 menigheden; de maa tage afgjort ftandpunft mod den
fare jom truer vore bgrn 1 dbe religionsdigie ffoler o.{.b.

g boad er folgen? Fglgen er, at bi paadrar 08 manged uvilie;
falgen er at mange anjer 08 af beere altfor jneverfyute, ja at vi mang-
Ter ¥jeerlighed; folgen er at vore menigheder bliver jmaa og uanje-
lige. $Sa, fglgen er, at den jeed bi fortfeetter med at udfaa, faar bi
med graad.

Derfor fan frijtelfen beere der jaa ofte il at blive freette, £il af
begynbe at give efter paa fondheden, 11l at blive mere “liberale”, il
af fglge Jtrgmmen. THi o, hoor meget lettere vilde iffe det beere for
fi6d og blod! g bda funde ogfaa bi meget jnart vore 08 jtore og
fterfe 1 det podre.

Stal bt gibe efter for faadan friftelfe? O nei, og atter net.
Qader 08 bed Guds naade jtaa fajte og uroffelige, fterfe 1 Herren.
Qader 08 iffe blive troette af at ftride, lader 03 iffe beere bange for at
lide. RQaber o3 iffe jgge bor ro og bor glede her i verden, laber 08
fornme thu Suds endelige henjigt med 03 og alt i verden. For at
opmuntre Hoerandre dertil, laber 08 paa grundlag af vor tert og
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med inderlig Dpn il Gud Dbetragte: @G uds endelige Hen-
fitgt med alletingihimmelen og paa jorden.

Bt vil dba lade Gubds ord bejvare fglgende fpgrgdmaal:

I. 9vorfor ffable GSud Hinmelen og jorben?

IT. il Hvilfen ende fiyrer og opholder Han alle ting?

1

Bor text begynder med at frembolde flart og tydeligt, at det er
efus, den ufynlige Gudd billede, fom Har ffabt alle ting, de i
himlene og de paa jorden, de fynlige og de ufynlige, det beere nu
troner eller herredgmmer eller fyrftendgmmer eller magter. Altfaa
Sefus bar jfabt, itfe blot de fynlige ting, iffe blot jorden og alle ting
faa jorden, men ogfaa alle de ujynlige beefener i Hinumnelen, alle
engle og erfeengle, troner, Herredpnumer, fyritendpmmer og magter.
Ben famme jandhed jremyolded ogfaa i Joh. 1, 3, Hhvor der ftaar:
“Alle ting ere bed det (memlig Ordet, fom er Jejus) blevne til,
og uden det er iffe en enefte ting bBleven til af det, fom er blevet £i1.”

PVeen Hoad par nu Guds Henfigt med at ffabe alle ting? Hoad
bar Suds henfigt med at fabe himmelen og jorden? Hoad var Guds
Denfigt med at jtabe alle engle og erfeengle, de beeldige fyritendgm-
mer og magter i himmelen? Hoad bar Guds Henfigt med at jtabe
menneffene og alle ting paa jorden? Widfeligen bilde iffe demme
ftore, evige, almeegtige og albife Gud udfgre denne veeldige jfaber-
gjerning uden af Have en vel oberveiet Henfigt og plan. Og jiden
dentte bor Gud er jaa uendelig jtor baade i viddom, magt og Herlig-
Ded, at det Tangt overgaar hoad vi fan fatte eller forftaa, Jaa vil vi
ogiaa {fignne, at Hansd Henfigt med denne fabergierning maatte veere
uendeligqg ftor, Herlig og jfisn.

Hoad bar da hans Henfigt? Vor text figer, at alle disfe fing,
baade de i himlene og de baa jorden, baade de fynlige og de ujpnlige
ere ffabte tffe blot v e d Ham, men ogjaa til Ham, eller for Ham.
Som det ogiaa ftaar 1 Rom. 11, 36: “Thi af ham og ved Ham og til
Ham er alle ting, Ham beere cere 1 ebighed. men.” Jejud Kriftus,
Guds epige jgn, er altfaa alle tings endelige maal. Alle ting
er til for ham alene og for dem fom hgrer Ham til.  Alle
ting ere ffabte for at de jfal beftaa 1 Hham og fremume Hand Henfigt
og maal.

g Hoad er da Jefu henjigt og maal? Da engelen Sabriel fom
tl Somfru Maria og forfyndie hende at Hhun ffulde undfange og
fgbe en fmn, Jom BHun ftulde falde Jefus, fortjatte hHan og jagbde:
“$San ftal blive ftor og faldbed den Huiefte Spn, og Sud Herren ffal
give Ham Davids, hansd Faders trone. g han ffal veere en tonge
ober Jacobs hus evindelig, og det ffal iffe veere ende paa hans fonge-
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rige” (Qut. 1, 831—33). Jefu benfigt, det fom Jefusd fom for at ubd-
fore, var altfaa af oprette et epigt fongedpmme og at regjere
jom fonge i et vige jom aldrig 1 al evighed bilbe forgaa. Som og-
jaa Faberen figer til denne fin Spn 1 Hebr. 1, 8: “Din trone, O Gud,
ftaar 1 al ebighed.”

Dette Jefu rige er iffe af dDenne verden, jom Jefus jaa ofte
fremboldt, og fom Han bidnede for Pontiug Pilatus, da denne fpurgte
om han var en fonge. Denne verden og alt fom er deri bil fnart
forgaa. Gnart fommer den tid da “Himlene jfal forgaa med jtor
bulber, og elementerne fonume t brand og oplgfed, da jorden og alt
Hoad der er paa den jfal opbreendes” (2 Pet. 3, 10).

g da ffal Gud jtabe nye himle og en ny jord, Hvor retfeerdig-
hed bor, b. 13. g Yher er et vige, 1 al jin Yerlige fuldfommenbed,
fom Jejus ffal vegiere over i al evighed. $er ffal der iffe beere nogen
fygoom eller jorg eller pine eller dgd. Zhi det ftaar om medlem-
merne af dette herlige og falige rige, at “Gud ffal aftgrre hoer taare
af dered gine, og dgden jfal iffe veere mere, ei Heller forg, ei Heller
firig, 1 heller pine ffal veere mere: thi de forite ting ere begne bort”
(Mab. 21, 4). O teent dog, der ftal iffe veere nogen dgd. WVeen der
ffal beere en Iytfe, en glwede, en falighed faa ftor, at det langt over-
gaar Obad bi fan teenfe eller forftaa. Og dette rige, med al bdetd
ubeffrivelige Herlighed, gleede og falighed, ftal aldbrig forgaa, det er
et rige fomn ffal jtaa 1 al evighedernes evighed.

For Yefus og dette hans riges jtyld har GSud jfabt alle ting, de
i himlene og de paa forden, de fhnlige og de ufyulige, det veere nu
troner eller Hervedgrumer eller fyrftendgmmer eller magter.

Men hoem er da medlemmerne af dette falige rige? Ved fynden
blew alle menneffer ganjfe uftitfede for dette rige. Thi Her ffal vet-
feerdighed bo.  Her fomumer intet urent ind. ZThi her bor GSud med
al fin himmelffe Herlighed. Og intet menneffe Defmittet med fond
fan je Gud og lebe. Kun den fom for Gud er ganife og aldeles ren
og ubefmittet fan optaged jom medlem af dette vige. De jom for
®ubd ftaar jom fondere, maa overgived til Satans vige.

Men Jejus led og dgde for al verdensd fynd; han udgigd fit blod,
jaa at bi bed hand blod fumbde Have forlgdning, jyndernes forladelje;
faa at bi ved hand blod funbde venjed fra al fynd, og derbed udfries
fra mgrfetd magt og overfpred i Guds elffelige Spns vige. Ja, bed
Sgnnend freljergferning har Fadeven forligt alle ting med jig
jelv, ibet han gjorde fred ved hand forfes blod (b. 20). De fom nu
af biertet tror og fortrgiter fig il dette, og er dgbte, er menighedens
fande lemmer. Og bor fext figer, at Jefusd er legemets, menighedens
Hoved. Ran du teenfe dig en inderligere og meve fuldjteendig fore-
ning end den fovening fom egifterer mellem et legeme og dets hobved ¢
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@aa inderlig og faa fuldftendig er Kriftud forenet med bde jamnbe
troende. Naar det derfor ftaar, at alle ting, Daade de i Himlene og
de paa jorden, baade de fynlige og de ufynlige, er ffabte f o v Jejus,
faa figes dermed ogfaa at alle didje ting er {fabte for de troende,
fom {fal lebe og regjere med ham 1 Hansg ebige rige.

IT.

Men vor tert jiger iffe blot, at Jejug Har {fabt alle ting, men
ogfaa at han opholder, ftyrer og regjerer alle ting i Himmelen og
paa jorden. ZThi det ftaar: “Alle ting beflaa 1 hpam.” Og at-
ter: “THhi i ham behagede det Faberen, at den Hele fylde jfulde
bo.” g da Fefus jtod i begreb med af forlade verden med {in jhn-
lige neerbeerelfe fagde ha: “Mig er giben al magt i Himmelen og
paa jorden.” Og t Joh. 3, 35 leefer bi: “Faberen elffer Sgnnen
o0g far givet a [ [ e ting i hand Haand.”

Jefud opholder, jtyrer og regjerer altjaa alle ting, alle ting,
Gaade englene og erfeenglene i hHinunelen og alle ting paa jordei.
Han ftyrer og leder naturend freefter jaavelfom Hoer enefte begiven-
hed paa jorden, iffe blot de {tore men oglaa de jmaa, jaa af iffe en-
gang en fpurb falder til jorden ubden Hand tilladelfe, ja jaa at du og
jeg itfe mifjter et haar paa bort Hobed uden han vil.

g naar Jejus, venne ftorve, almegtige og alvife Gud jaaledes
ftyrer og regjerer alle ting i Himmelen og paa jorden, jaa gjgr Hhan
det iffe paa maafaa, men for at fremmme Hhand ftore jag. Rigejom
alle ting er ffabte for ham, for Hhansd ebige rige og for alle hans fro-
ende, jaaleded jthrer han alle ting, jaa at Hber eneite Degiven-
hed, baade i hinumelen og baa jorden, maa tjene Hani, fremme hans
rige og blive til velfignelfe for Hhans troende bgrn. Som det ogfaa
ftaar i €f, 1, 2, at han “birfer a [ { efter fin biljed raad”.

& Door pelfignet af veere et jandt medlem af Suds menighed!
& hbor velfignet jaaleded at veere etf med Jejus! Thi da er vi iffe
blot arpinger til dette Herlige, falige rige, jom albrig ifal forgaa,
men da har vi ogfaa den ubeftrivelige trgft at Gud jtyrer alle ting
faaledes, af alt maa tjene 08 til gode, at alle ting maa tjene il at
fave 08 fiffert frem fil maalet, den evige Herlighed Bijtoppe. Som
Serren ogfaa figer 1 Rom. 8, 28: “Alle ting tjener den tilgode, fom
clife Gud.” Qg atter, 1 KQor. 3, 21. 22: “Ulle ting er ederd, beere
fig Baulus eller Apollod eller Kefad eller verden efler [y eller dgd
eller det neerbeerende eller vet tilfommende; alle ting er ederd, men J
er Rrifti.  Men Kriftus er Suds.”

RQjeere troedbrgdre, naar Jefusd jaaledes har {fabt alle ting baade
i himmelen og paa jorden for fig og fit evige rige; naar han fiyrer
alt i himmelen og paa jorden faa af alf tilflut maa fremume Hans
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herlige plan angaaende detfe vige, fom aldrig jfal forgaa, {fulle bt
da iffe alt mere og mere, bed Guds naade, Igdrive 08 fra dbenne ber-
den; ffulle i da iffe “tragte efter det, jom er obentil, itfe efter bdet,
fom er paa jorden”? g ftulle bi da blibe treette af at Holde urok-
felig faft bed Hoert enefte ord af defte riged ebangelium, felb om det
paafgrer 08 lidelfe og fabn Her paa jorden? Denne tidd lidelje er jo
iitet at agte mod den herlighed jom {fal aabenbared paa 08. Stulle
i iffe ba gigre alt i bor magt, efter den naade Sud giver 03, at fore
. dprefighte fijcele ind 1 bdette ebige, jalige, berlige rige? ©Og ficele
frelfes, fjcele fgred ind 1 dette rige ene og alene ved Guds ord og
faframenterne. Og Gud Har leert 08, at det derfor er af den alfer
ftorite vigtighed at vi beholder ordet ganjte vent og uforfalifet. RKan
ou teenfe dig en mere alborlig formaning til at bebare bubet ganife
ubefmittet and det jom den Helligaand Hhar ladet nedtegne i 1 Tim.
6, 18, 14: "SSeg bpder dig for Gud, fom gjgr alle ting lebende, og
for Sriftud Jejus, fom bidnede den gode befjendelfe for Ponttus Pi-
latug, at du bevarer Bubet ubepmittet, ulafteligt indtil bor Herresd
Neju Qriftit aabenbarelie”? Hoer enefte falit leere, hoer enefte afbi-
gelfe er af Dicebelen, og tiener til atf fgre menneffene bort fra Jefus
og Hand fHerlige rige. ’

Qjeeve tilhgrere, der finded iffe nogen jtgrre og herligere gjer-
ning blandt englene 1 himmelen, der findes iffe nogen jtgrre gjerning
blandt mennefferte paa jorden, end dert gierning vi udfgrer med vort
firfearbetde. — RQabder 08 derfor iffe blive flgbe, lader 08 beere breen=
dende i aanden, laber 03 iffe blive treette af at fjempe og lide for
dette ebige riges jandhed. Wi jfal Hejte 1 fin tid om vi iffe frcettes.
“De fom faar med graad ffal Hajte med fryderaab.” Wmen, 1 Jefu
napit.



Sormandens fynodaltale

“Qabder 03 Holbe faft ved befjenbelfen.”
Hebr. 4, 14.

Srede feedre og brgdre + Hevven!

RNaar bi taar famled til fhnodemgde for anden gang i vort eget
Iofale, faa fan bi atter feire en Herlig mindefeft, nemlig fire Hundred-
aard jubileum for bor Tutherife Firfed DHovedbefjendeljedffrift, den
Nugsburgite Ronfesdfion. Siden 1917 Gar vi gang paa gang Lunet
feire fejt 1 tafnenunelig ertndring om de ftore begivenbheder, Hhorped
Gud giennem veformationen atfer bragte jor Ipfet de faliggigrende
jandheder, fom under pavedgmmet for en ftor del var blepet ffjult
for ®uds menighed. Denne er den jidjte 1 veetfen af de ftore jubi-
[eeer, fomn vi jaaleded har funnet feive. Den Augdburgite KLonfesdfion
er ligefom fronen paa veformationsperfet; thHi i denne befjenvelfe har
bi en bel oberbetet, moden fremftilling af de lerdomime, jom &ubd i
fit ord Har aabenbaret for at gjgre o3 bife il falighed.

Da Luther 1 1517 opflog de 95 thejer paa flotdfiriedgren i Wit-
tenberq, habde Yan biftnot faaet ginene op for en del af de vildfarel
fer, fom den romerjfe firfe var Hilbet 1, og Han var Tommet fil er-
fjendelje af jandheden i modjcetning il digfe pildfavelfer. Den Hhan
bar endnu meget uflor med Yeniyn il den gruelige tilftand, fom fic-
fenn under pavedgmmet befandt fig 1. En fuld forftaaelje Heraf fif
han og Hand medarbeidere fprft efterhaanden under de prgveljer,
fom fulgte, efterat famben var beghmndt. De for{dg, jom fra pavens
fide Dleb giort paa med pold og [ift af faa Quiher il at tie, tjente
end mere 1il at aabne Hand gine for den aand, jomr Hand nodftandere
var beherifef af, og def drev ham til jtgrre tber 1 fin granffning efter
fandheden. Te angreb, jom bde ebangeliffe blev gjort fil gjenjtand
for, og de disputatfer, fom de maatte fgre 1 ffrift og tale med fine
modjtandere, drev dem il alvorligere {tudium af den hellige jErift
og hiftorien. Derbed forted de fil en ftedfe dybere indfigt i pabve-
bpmmetd nderfte veefen og leerte grundigere at forftaa, Hoor langt
fivfenr under pabedgmmet bar fommet Dort fra apoftelfivfen i leerve
og [ib. Quther figer felb Herom: “OHvad enten jeg vil eller iffe, jaa
ngbes jeq dag for dag at blive leerdere, da {aa mange og jaa ftore
Ieevere fabpes om at freenge ind paa mig.”

Det par en alborlig famp, de maatte fpre. Def bar itfe il for-
ngielfe og tid3fordriv; men bdet var en famb paa lib og ded. Luther
jelp blep af paven fat 1 Dan, og det fglgende aar, paa rig8bagen i
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Worms 1 1521, bleb Han faabel fom alle de, der delte hans tro og
befiendelje, af feifeven gjort fredlgje, faa at Hoemjombeljt funbde tage
dered [tb uden at blive ftraffet derfor. De fortfatte faaleded fit virfe
unbder ftadbig livdfare. Kun den dybefte overbebidning om, at de bar
optaget med fanp for bebarelfen af den faliggjgreinde fardhed, Fuide
givbe dem mod til fortfat virte.

Reiferen var tmidlertid {aa optaget med at ordne med anbdre
vanifelige fager 1 fit bidtjtratte rige, at Hhan iffe fif anledning til at
giennemfgre Wormfer-ediftets beftermmelfer. Dette var en Suds
ftyrelfe, Hoorved reformatorerne gaved anledning Hil 1 flere aar unbder
fortfat ftudium af Gudsd ord at prgve de lerdomme, fom de Havde
fremfat, og il i alminbelighed at ordue fig under de nye forholde.

Men det bar dog blot en midlertidig frift. Da feiferen i 1529
havde jluttet fred med den franjfe fonge, med Hvem Hhan i flere aar
habbe fgrt frig, var det Hansd Henfigt at thinge de ebangeliffe Hl at
ophgre med fin trods mod pavedpmmet. Paa rigddagen i Speter
famme aar freevede den fatholife majoritet, at Wormfer-ediftet {fulde
giennemfares, at Quther og hans tilheengere ffulde breended, og at
pen fatholife firfe {fuldbe med magt genindfpred 1 de lande, Hoor
reformationen bar indfgrt. Herimod fremlagde de evangeliffe fyr-
fter fin hyitidelige proteft, hooraf de har faaet navnet “profeftanter”.

Pa nu feiferen, bel nermeft paa grund af den fare, jom truede
riget bed tyrfernes inbdirvcengen, iffe bobede et forfeg paa med magt
af thinge de evangeliffe fyriter, udffrev han en rigdbag il Hugdburg
i 1530, hvor bet bar hansd agt paa en lidt lempeligere maade at faa
veligiongjagen endelig afgiort. De evangeliffe fyriter blev unbder-
reftede om, af de maatte beere forberedte paa at gjpre vegnifab for
fin tro. Dette bleb da foranledningen til den ugsburgife Konfes-
fiond affattelfe.

Den Nugsburgife Ronfesfion blep ffreven, efterat de ebangeliffe
par fommet HI rvig8bagen. Forfatteren bar Melanchthon. Dien
den Dele befjendelfe par ubdarbeidet paa grumndlag af artifler, fom
tidligere var forfattede og overveiet. Det var faaledes intet hHaft-
veerfs arbeide, men en vel pverveiet fremitilling af {friftens fornem-
fte Teerbomme. Det var frugten af mange aavé flittig granjtning
i den Bhellige ffrift under alvorlige fampe mod fandhedens fienber.
Betjendeljen indeholdt de troesleerdomumne, for hvilfe befjenderne var
rede il at gibe fit Tib, derfom det jfuldbe blive freevet. Det bar en
fort og grei erfleering til al berden om den tro, fom befjcelede refor-
matorerne, og hoorpaa de bilde grunde fit fremtidige avbetde. Frem-
leeqaelfen af den Augdburgfte Konfesfion for rigddbagen den 25de
funt 1530 fan bderfor betragted fom den [utherfe firfed fadjel8dag.
Biftrnot Habde de 1 Quthers lille og ftore fatefismer en Herlig fremt-
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jtilling of de friftelige troedlerdomme, men disfe fatefisdmer var iffe
ubgivbet neermteft 1 den Yenfigt, at de ftulde tjene fom DHefjendelfes-
ftrifter faaledes, jom filfeeldet bar med den Hugsburgite Qonfesfion.

Dette bar den forite troesbetjendelfe fremfat fiden oldfirfens
tid, og den farite beffendelfe inden friftenleden, der gab en fuldfteen-
dig fremfjtilling af de friftelige troeslerdomme. $Her Har vi et ban-
ner, under Hoilfet bi freidig fan fylfe midt i det faod af vildbfareljer.
jom omringer 08 pan alle fider i verden. Bi har i jandhed al grund
#il at feive feft med taf og prid il Gud for Hoad Han Har givet 08
i denne Herlige Defiendelfe.

©om fande friftne og fro [utheranere er det vor fornemite ov-
gave at holde uroffelig faft ved denne befjendelfe, jom bi Har faaet
i arb. fra pore feedre. Maar forfatteren af Hebreeerv-brevet figer:
“Qader 03 holde faft bed befjendelfen”, jaa mener han dermed befjen:
delfen af den jaliggjgrende tro, fom t vor Firfed Hobvedbefjendelfe er
fommet jaa Herlig £il orde. Og uaar vi betragter bov ftilling i Ipfet
af de fidbjte aars begivbenheder inden vor firfe, faa er det fandelig op-
fordring il at leegge bind paa troffad mod befjendelfen. Stabdig
agtpaagivenhed baa den rette form af det funde ord er fornddent nu
nere end nogenfinde fgr, verfom vi iffe ffal draged med af de bild-
favelfer, jom er oppe 1 tiden. g intet er farligere end det at fortic
dele af fandheden for af binde faa mange venner fom muiigt, faa
vort arbeide derved fan Dlive anfeet fom noget Yort 1 berbdenz gine.

Siftorien leever 03, Hoor et v fan fomme il af tabe den jand-
hed, fom vi Hhar lert at erfjende, derjom vi itfe nafladelig er poa
vagt. De neermefte aartier efter affatteljen af den Nugsdburgife Son-
fegfion bleb en vet prgvetid for den lutherjfe firfe. Det var fur lige-
fom ved et Guds under, af man iffe fom il aloeles af tabe den ifat,
fom de habde 1 denne befjendelfe. Deu ftgrite fave Leitod iffe deri,
at pabedpumnet fremdeled fgate med vold og lift at tiliutetgjore den
[ntherife firfe. Rangt farligere bar de forfgg, fon af falife bradre
bley gjort, paa at formne 1 et Dedre forhold 11l nobjtauderns ved inb-
rgmmelfer og fompromis.

Quither felb habde bed flere leiligheder fgr fin dgd adbaret fine
mebarbeidere mod de faver, jom Hand fjeere firfe i fremitiden vilbe
Blive udjat for. Han Havde ogfaa med udirpifelige ord forudfagt,
hoorledes det efter hand bortgang bilde gaa. =¥ fin fidfte preedifen,
Holdt fort fgr fin dpd, figer Quther: “SHidHLl har 5§ Hurt det faubde,
uforfaljtede Gudsd ord. LBogter eder nu for ederd egne tanfer ng
flogital. Djebelen vil tende fornuftens Ips og
briunuge edev fra tvoemn, foaleded fom Det er gaaet gjendg-
berne og faframentiveermerne, og der er nu for fiden endnu flere
feftaander . . . Seg forudfer, at derjom Gud iffe giver 08 tro
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preedifanter og tienere i firfen, faa fommer bdjcevelen til bed DHisfe
feftaander at fgndervive por firfe, og Yan vil iffe give
fig, fovend han bar naaet fit maal. Dette er netop, Hoad han har
ifinde. Qan han i¥ffe udrette det bed pavbensd og
feifevrens Hjeelp, faa vil Han gidgre def ved dem,
fom nuerenige med 081 leren Derfor beder Gud
biertelig, at han bil labe eder Deholde fit ord; thi det vil gaa forfeer-
belig til.” (€fter Walthers, “Kontordieformelens fierne”, p. 6.)

$o8 fine eane embed3brgdre 1 Wittenberg merfede Quither en
mangel paa alvor og iver i befjeempelien af bildfarelfen, jom gforde
ham mistenffom. X fin befymring bherover ffred Han med {tore
bogftaber over indgangen HI fit fluderbeerelfe: “Vore profesd-
forer DbDgr egaminered angaaende nadveremn”
Da den wittenbergife profesior, Veajor, leefte dette og fpurgte, Hvad
det ffulbe betyde, idet han forfifrede, at Hhon iffe hylbede nogen faljf
leeve, fbarede Quiher blandt andet; “Bed eder83 tausdhed og
ederd forfgg baa at bejmyffe eder, gigr Jedber
felvb betenfelig, Men derfom I virfelig tror jaaledes,
jom ¥ Har ubtalt eder jor mig, da udtal denne tv o oglaa i firfen,
i preedifenen, 1 offentlige jorele$ninger og i pribate jamtaler. Stk
ederd brpdre, Hicelp de vildbfarende baa ret bei igjen og modiig de
gjenjtridige aander; ellerd er eders befjenbdelfe fun mundSveir.
Den, jomer forbisdfet om, at hangd [ere, fro og
befjendelfie er vet og fanud, fan iftfe {taa t {am-
me baad med andrve fom Hyplder og fAver falft
Teeve, eller fort bef giber dDjebelen og Hhans
fbende gobde ord Gn lerer, fom tier ftille til vildfarelfen
og ligefuldt vil gjelde for en vet leerer, er beerve end en aabenbar
joeermer og gigr med fit hyfleri ftgrve ffade end en fjetter.” (Sam-
mejteds p. 33.)

Disfe ord af Quther er at faa forftand af. Og bdet vijte fig at
peere altfor fandt, Hoad Quiher Havde forudjagt. Efter hans dsd op-
vandt der for den lutherfte firfe en Hoift ulpttelig tid. FNogle maa-
neper efter Quihers dpd fluttede paben og feifeven at forbund med det
maal at udbrydde det forhadte lutherfte “Rjeetteri”. Den frig, fom
mu brgd ud, bragte ftore treengiler ober de ebangeliffe. Unbder disfe
treengfler bar mange af de ebangeliffe leerere pillige Hl for freds jfypld
at gigre tudrgmmelfer. ©n veetfe af indre jtridigheder opftod blandt
[utheranerne, om retfeerdiggigrelien og gode gjerninger, om bden frie
pilje og arvejymden, om loben og evangeliet jaavel fom om nabveren.
Vnder digfe firidigheder bifte det jig, at mange af dem, {om biftnof
havde antaget den Augsburgfte Konfesfion, alligevel iffe var tro
mod bemne befjendelie. Den ftgrite jfade blev dog forboldt af dem,
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fom unbder disdje jiridigheder for freds ffyld bar feerdige til at gjgre
indbrgmmelfer og forfatte opgjgr mellem de ftridende, Hvis tvetybdige
udtrp¥ funbde give rum for dem, fom 1 virfeligheden bar uenige baade
i det ente og andet jtyffe. I forite reeffe OLlandt didle maa dedveerre
ncevned Philip DVeelanchthon, jom under rigddagen i Augsdburg Hhabde
forfattet den lutherife befjendelfe jamt Appologien il dere. Som
befjendeljens forfatter mente Han at Have myndighed il at gjpre for-
andringer t dend ordlyd, ogfaa efterat den var antagen fom en felles
befjendelie. Derved opftod den forandrede ugsdburgife Konfediion,
der endelig antog en jaadan form, at den blev antagelig ogjaa for de
reformerte. Det er nephe troligt, at Melanchihon bar fig bebidit at
beere afvegen fra den tro og leeve, for Hhbilfen han tidligere Habde
beeret faa dygtig forfjeemper. Men 1 fin iver efter af fovene alle de
epangelijfe wnder ett banmner, lod Han fig lede til af Tmetage digje
forandringer.

Weer der bar nof af dem, fom bar feerdige fil at benptte fig af
denne Melanchthond foaghed, og jom ved Hicelp af den anjeelie, fom
denne Dabde bundet, birfede for at foreme lutheramerne med deres
modftandere paa jandhedensd befoftning. Det Intfedesd disdfe at fare
furfyrft Nuguft af Sachien Lag Ihfet, jaa af de ved hand Hhjelp fit
bevirfet, at de tro lutheranere, der modjatte fig dered planer, for en
tid bleb forfulgte og landsforvifte. Unionifterned aand er altid den
famme. Saa liberale og Denfynsdfulde jom de er mod anderledes
troende, faa ftrenge og fanatiffe er de ligeoberfor fandhedens iro
forfjcempere. Det par blot fom ved ef Guds under, af disfe for-
reederved anflag bleb aabenbaret, jaa at de Dleb givet afited fra fin
tienefte 1 den [utherife firfe, fordi de vpar tilheengere af en fremmed
religion.

Denne afilgring gap ftgdet il nedjcettelien af en fommisiion
beftaaende af dygtige og befjendeljedtro teologer til at forfatte ef
fErift, jom tydelig jfulde fremftille den vette, med den Augsburgite
Qonfesfion ftemmende leeve 1 de punfter, hoorom der hHavde veeret
ftrid.  Refultatet af denne fommisiions arbeide er Qonfordieforme-
fen.  Dette ffrift, der gjorde en eude paa de lcereftridigheder, jom
habde beevet fort helt fiben Quthers dgd, forelaa feerdigt og bar an-
taget af de flefte tpffe lanbsfirfer allerede i 1577. Men forjt i anled-
ning af den Augsburgife Konfesfions femtiaarige jubelfeft, den 25de
juni 1580, blev Konfordieformelen Jammen med de govige Tutherife
DeFjendeljesffrifter hpitideligt offentliggiort og udgivet i frpffen.

Bi fan faaleded taar ogfaa feire 350 aars jubileeum 1 anledning
af Qonfordieforntelens og Konfordiebogens udgivelfe. Hvilfen Her-
lig ffat Har iffe Herren givet 03 i vor firfes befjendelfesitrifter!
Sntet anbet Firfefamfund eter en faadan ffat. Jngen Dbehuver at
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beere i tbil om, hoad por lutherfte firfe leerer og betiender. Giennem
fine ypperlige befjendelfesffrifter beerer den Iutherife firfe et flart
og tydeligt bidnesbprd for al verden om fin tro, og i didfe ffrifter
finder firtens eqne bgrn beiledning 1 fin {ggen efter jandheden. Det
er det banner, under hbiltet bi enige og tro fan fjempe for fandpe-
dend bevarelfe for 08 felb og bore bgrn og arbeide for Guds fanbde
tirfes opbpggelfe. Bi har jandelig grund il at taffe Gud og feirve
jubelfeit 1 bidfe dage.

Men vort fubileeum vil fun da blive HI velfignelfe, noar vi
laber det opmuntre 08 £il med ubrgdelig troffab at holde fajt ved bor
tirfes gode beffenbdelje. For ret at funne Holde fajt ved befjenbdelfen
maa bt med flid {gge at jeette 03 grundig ind i, Yuad den leerer, og
ligefom bergenferne granife i dben Hellige ffrift for at je, om disfe
ting forholder fig jaa. g naar vi da er overbebifte om, at denne
vor befiendelie helt igfennem er grundet i GSuds ord, maa vi med
fraft og albor lade det fomme tiliyne, at dette er vort Hiertes befjen-
delje, og vi maa beere et fraftigt bidnesdbyrd om alt det, jom ftrider
derimod og truer med at tage disje herlige jandheder fra o0s.

Det er iffe nof, at bi formelt Hhar antaget befjendeljen, falber
08 lutheranere og taler i hgie ordelag om bor firfed Yherlige fortid
og om dend fraftige arbeide i nutiden. Det er fommet paa mode i
den fenere tid at abertere bor firfes ftove Dedrifter paa en jaadan
maade, at det ffal fe tinponerende ud i verdend gine; men dedbeerre,
den ftorhed, fom man jaa gjerne vil frpde fig 1, Jgges faa ofte op-
naaet ved gt gjgre indrgmmeljer og jlaa af noget baade Yer og der
for at funne jamle joa mange fom muligt under eft banner. De
jteidigheder, fom Har veeret fprt mellem [utheranere inbdbyrdes, jtal
bileegges og glemmes, og fritif og beftyldninger for afvigelfe fra ret
leeve og fund firfelig praxis ffal ophgre, forat alle, fom falber fig
[utheranere, fan arbeide i endreegtighed for at gigre den lutherffe
tirfe til en ftor og meegtig inftitution.

Men den taushed ligeoberfor mange vildfarelfer, jom derved
opjtaar, er beteenfelig. Mangelen paa utbethdige vidbnedbyrd mod de
mange foreteelfer inden den [utherite firfe felp, der viduer om af-
vigeljer fra fand lutherit lere og praxid, ffaber en ligegyldighedens
aand, fom il blive {fjcebnejbanger for denne ¥irfed arbeide i frem-
tiben. Saaledes finder bi, Hoor unionidmensd aand er bleven raa-
dende, at mange, jom tidligere bar jambittighedsfulde befjendere,
finder jig at “ftaa i jamme baag med andre, fom hylder og forer falff
leeve”. Wi treenger vidjelig ogfaa nu at tage Qutherd adbarende ord
til Hierte.

-Bore gamle feedre 1 den Norife Synode har jat o3 et folge-
peerdigt exempel i ubrgdelig trojfab mod befjendelfen. Da jamfun-
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det blev grundlagt, var de, Jom maatte tage Tedelfen 1 det grundleeg-
gende arbeide, for en ftor del unge og uerfarne; men de jfjpnte, Hoil-
fet tungt anfvar det var, fom Hoilede paa dem, fom jfulde oprette en
frificfe 1 bet npe land. At bevare jandheden ubeffaaret bar det dem
fremfor alt om at gjgre. De faftede jig med flid over {tudiet af den
hellige {frift og den lutherjte befjendelje, og ibet, de jelb faaleded blev
Gefeeftelfe i erfjendeljen af fandheden, var de aldrig faufe ligeoverfor
afbigelfer derfra. De bleb derfor viftnof gjort til gjenjtand for me-
gen modftand og mange bitre angreb; men de taalte dette jor janbd-
hedensd {fyld, og med fine utbetydige vidnesbprd ledede de arbeidet i
yroffelig trojfab mod befjendelfen 1 et tiddrum af over femti aar.

Men efterfom de gamle tro Defjendere nedlagde fit virfe, iud-
traadte der en {lappelfensd tid iblandt 08. Der var vel neppe nogen,
fom med fuld bevidithed vilde give {lip paa jandheden og antage vild-
farelfer. Men jaa mange var blevne freette og leie af Firfeftriden,
faa de var billige til at gjgre de indrgmmeljer, foir var ngdvendige
til at funne forened med fine tidligere modjtandere. Det par iffe
ubetpdelige ting, Hoorom firiden Habde dreiet fig 1 aarened [ph, om
retfeerdiggipreljen, abfolutionen, evangeliet, menneifetd naturlige
fordeervelfe, omvendelfen og naabevbalget. At den uenighed, fom un-
ber digfe firidigheder fom for dagen, fun var tiljpneladende, at bde
fun beroede paa misforftaceljer, er det taabeligf at pille paaftaa.
Oq dog fan et af de fammeniluttede jamfunds ledende og toneangi-
penbe meend i aar efter foreningen fige uden at blive modfagt, at
ingen af parterne habde forandret fin leere, men at de lerer det jam-
me it fom fgr foreningen.

Hoad en faadan tausdhed jorer til, naar det gjeelder at beere et
utvetydigt bidnedbyrd for befjendelfen og mod al falit lere, er fom-
met flart tilfpne i den udvifling, jom er foregaaet, jiden denne fore-
ning blep fuldbprdet. Wore fordums brgdre er derbed fommtet bort
fra den del af den [utherjfe tirfe i dette land, fom ned igjenrnem
aarene Har vift den ftgrte trojfab mod befiendelfen. Derimod fom
de ftray efter foveningen i noffaa neer forbindelje med de mefjt [iberale
af de Tutherife jamfund 1 dette land. Ja, iffe alene 1 dette land,
men ogfaa de lutherife fandsfirfer i1 Curopa fgger man at formme 1
neermere jorbindelje med. Fil at Deghnde med ffulde de jorfag, jom
Gleb gjorte 1 den retning, aunfees for at veere ganife unofficielle; men
[idt efter hoert er der iffe blevet lagt jfjul paa, at den Rorjt Quiherife
Qirfe 1 Amerifa betragted jom en fraft i dette arbeide. Delegater
til de ftove lutherife verbengfonferencer udncebies ganife officielt, og
disfe muder faar meget fordelagtig omtale 1 jamfunbdet organer.

Siolge de rveferater fra det uylig affluttede aardmpde, jom er
offentliggjort, bejluttede den Novjt Quiherife Rirfe at indireede 1 en
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federation, fom ffal dannes mellem forffjellige {pnoder, med Hbilfe
ven gamle Norjfe Shnode iffe pleiede broderitab. Under danmeljen
af denne fgderation er man gaaet ud fra, at der mellem disfe fynoder
er froeSenighed, og der gjgred opmerflom paa, at der er erfleeret
“Pulpit and altar fellow{hip”. Oborledesd er man jaa Ffommet til
fundffab om, at en faadan froesenighed exifterer? o, en fomite be-
ftaaende af delegerede fra de forftjellige famfund Holdt mede “en Hel
dag” og antog en rveffe fortfattede fatfer. Der er iffe gjort videve
anftrengelje for at gjgre didfe jatfer almindelig befjendt. De er bleb-
ne antaget af de forjtiellige {hnoder, uden at der er grimd fil at tro,
at de enfelte medlenmumer of didle jamfund Har gjort dem il gjenftand
for nogen grundig obverveielfe. g dermed ffal det da beere afgjort,
at der exifterer fuld troedenighed mellem didfe famfund. I angivel-
fen af denmne fgberationd formaal neebned intet om, at der ffal gbed
gieufidig difciplin med Henfyn il leeve og praxid; fun {fal de fgdere-
rede jamfund gived anledning fil at beere bHidnedbyrd om fin froes-
enighed og gjenfidig give Hinanden raad med Yeniyn til tro, lib og
tirfeligt arbeide. Saa let fager man det med at fgre jammen en
reeffe jamfund, fom i flere menneftealdre Har indiaget forftiellige
ftandpuntt i {lere bigtige punfter. Og defte gfe princip for firfeligt
broderitab og famarbeide er nu fneejat of de aller flefte lutheranere
af norff byrd i dette land, ja, ogfaa af de flefte af dem, fom tidligere
tilhgrte vor fjere Synode.

Her ftaar i nu igjen, en [iden Hhaandfuld, fom ved Suds naade
Har habt mod il at negte af bgie Ine for tidensd gud. Bi har valgt
Jellere at ubdfeette 08 for berdens jpot og hoan end at fglge med jtrgm-
men. g det ev nefop, fordi vi iffe Har vovet at tage det jan Tet med
bebareljen af den Herlige arh, jom er ifjenfet 03 i den Wugsburgite
Sonfesdfion og de pbrige lutherffe befjendeljesifrifter. Bi er af den
oberbebidning, at det iffe er nof Hlof formelt at antage didfe befjen-
velfer, og at det iffe er tilftreetfelig gavanti for troedenighed, at no-
gen blot formelt Har antaget didfe, men bdet er bor pligt fambittig-
Hed3fuldt af underigge, hoem der er birfelig fro mod denne Defjen-
delfe. g det er muligt for 08 at formumte il fundifab herom; thi af
deres frugter fan bi fende dem, jom er tro, faabel jom dem, der er
utro mod befjendelfern.

Serrven har faaleded givet 08 en joeregen opgave, nemlig med al
fraft af Deere ef utbetydigt vidnesbyrd om vigtigheden af af veere tro
mod Dbefjendelfen. Bi bgr bruge enhber anledning fil med de evner,
Serrven hHar {fienfet 08, at paatale den utroffab mod befjendelien,
fom formmer filfpne iblandt 08, og al “humbug”, jom er blevet jaa
almindelig, naar det gjeelder at Igfte rent flag 1 leeve og froedjager.
For at blive dygtiggiorte il ot Igfe denme opgave gjcelder det, at bi
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med flid granjter i Guds ord, forat vi felb fan fomme il en jtedfe
dpbere erfjendelfe af de faliggjgrende fandheder, og at vi nied albor
og under bgn til Gud jtuderer den tid og de forholde, 1 hoilfe bi ffal
Deere vort bidnegbyrd. Og vi maa vel vbogte 08 for, at vi 1 bor iver
efter at bidne mod vildfavelfen iffe fommer il af {fhde over maalet
bed at angribe foreteelfer, {om, omend de iffe falder t bor jmag, alli-
gepel iffe jirider mod Defjendelfen. Ellers funde vi fomume Hl at
ffade vor egen jag og foraarfage, af vort piduesbyrd iffe vinder ge-
hgr Hod dem, fom ellerd vilde antage det.

Men Hoad fan vel vi, jom Har faa liden anfedning il af faa
bort pidnedbyrd frem for folf, bente at opnaa med dette bort bidnes-
byrd? For vore menneffelige tanfer fan det je noffaa Haablgit ud.
Men Tad 08 fomnte Frelferensd ord ihu: “Det tilfommer iffe eder at
pide tider eller timer, jom Faderen Hhar fat i fin egen magt.” Der-
fom bt er oberbebifte om, at SHerren Har givet 03 en opgabe, da lad
08 trpftig tage fat paa den og beere forpidfet om, at udfaldet af vort
arbeibe ftaar 1 Gud3d Haand. Herven fan lade 08 om iffe leenge faa
fe langt ftgrre frugter af bort arbeide, end vi enbdog turde ane. Eller
det Tan veere, at tiden er fommet, da alt arbeide for jandhedens jrem-
me ffal fhnesd at vere aldeles frugtedlgft. Det formmer iffe 03 ved.
Bort fald er at arbeide, medens det er dbag, fgrend natten Tonumer,
da ingen fan arbeide. ALt def, fom freeved af Husholdere er, af de
befinbes fro.

Saar mindes bi ogiaa paa en jeregen maade med taf til Sud,
hoorleped friftendommen for ni Huubdrede aar fiden Dbleb indfprt i
bore feedres land. Der holded ftore fefter t den anleduing baade fer
og i Norge. Omend pi af forffjellige grunde iffe fan beere officielt
vepreefenterede under digdje feftligheder, jaa er det iffe et tegn paa,
af pi iffe paaffignner og taffer Gubd, forat han i jin uranfagelige
fjcerlighed bragte evangelietd 193 op 1il det hpie nord og lod vort folf
ned igiennem tiven faa nybe godt af dette Ipgd. Synoden maa felp
beftemme om jeerlig Henjyn jfal tages til dette under bore fejtligheder
ped dette mgde, g i jaa fald, paa hvilfen maade det bpr e,

&ceregne forberedeljer er gjorte for en beerdig feirving af fire
Hundredaars-jubileeet for den Augdburgife Konfesjion baade ved de
referater, fom ffal leveres, og under fgndagens feftligheder.

Maatte Gud i naade belfigne mpdet og detd forhandlinger, at
det maa Dblive 11l opbiggelfe for mpdets deltagere faavel jom for det
fele famfund, og tjene il Hansd riged fremme. Def fle for Jeju
ftpld.  Umen.



Sormandens indberetning

Seg har 1 det forlpbune aar jggt faavidt muligt af udfgre de
pligter, fom paabhoiler embedet fom Gar beeret mig betroet. Mieget
meve funde vbeeret udrettet for bort arvbeidesd fremme, men ieg Har
iffe turdet forfpmume arbeidet 1 mit eget vidtftratte fald altfor meget.
Jeg har jaaledes iffe bibaanet de mindre prejtefonferenjer og freds-
mpgbder undtagen de, jom Hhar beeret Holdt 1 min egen freds. mibd-
lertid Har feg deltaget 1 to jamtalemgder udenfor de rvegelmeesiige
tredje, nemlig i Varfland menighed, Wafh., den 13de til 15de fep-
tember og i Watford City, N. Daf., den 3bdie til Hie novbember. Wat-
ford ity og omegn Har i flere aar feilighedsvid fhabt betjening fra
flere af vore prefter. ©ibdjte jommer blev paft. Morrid Dale af mis-
fionsfomiteen faldt til fajt bofiddende misjiondpreit derube.

Jeg. harv deltaget 1 mpder af fplgende fomiteer: Jubdremisiions-
tomiteen, Doard of regents for Bethany Lutheran College og finans-
fomiteen. Deduden Hhar jeg jauwnmen med paft. K. A. Madjon del-
taget i et mpgde af den feelled fomite, jom er nedfat af de forftjellige
fonoder inden Shnodalfonferenfen Hl at gjgre forberedeljer for ud-
givefjen af en feelfed engeljf jalmebog. Wore ftagende fomiteer Har
Dehandlet mange for jamfundet og firfen vigtige fager, jomt det vil
fremgaa af deved vapporter til dette mpbde,

ZTre af fidjte aard teologiffe fandidater fra Concordia feminar
er fiden fidjte jynodempde ordinerede og indfgrte 1 emnbedet:

Cinar W. Mnderjon, ordineret af mig i Fairviet firfe i Minme-
apolid den 14de juli og tndfgrt af pajt. N. A. Padfon 1 Concordia
Ev, LQuiherffe menighed 1 Gau Elaire, Wis., den 21de fuli.

Clmer W. M. Breer, orvdineret of paft. &. . Sullirfon 1
Foreft City Eb. Qutperife firfe, Foreft City, Jowa, og indfert fam-
mefteds den 4dbe auguft.

Hand A, Theifte, ordineret af paft. Lrthur Brohm, formand for
California og Nevada diftrift of Midjourifynoden, t Trinity -
theran €hurch, Richmond, Calif., den 11te augujt. Han bleb ind-
fort 1 fit fald 1 Sorfpth, Dont., og omegn af paft. Theo. E. Dorpat
den 8bde jeptember.

Selgende fivfer er i aaretd Igh indbiede: Somber menigheds
firte, paft. A. . Tovgerfond fald, ben 30te juni; Norvivegian Srove
tirfe, pajt. O. M. Sulleruds tald, den 20de oftober; Concordia me-
nigheds firke, pajt. Einar M. Anderfons fald, den 24de 1obentber.

Deduden bleb det gjenopfgrte menighedsifole-lofale 1 KRime
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Creef menighed, paft. . IJngebritjonsd tald, indviet ped pajt. B.
Satjtad.

Grunditen til nye firfer er lagt 1 Concordia firfe i1 Gau Elaire,
Wis., ng 1 Our Sabior’s firfe, Belviemw, Minmn.

s anledbning af begjcering fra Concordia menighed i Cau Elaire,
Wis., om at faa {tette og betjening fra bor Shuode Har jeg Holdt
fleve mgbder med menigheden, og jendag den Tde fuli Holdt jeg gubs-
tienefte dev.

Paa reifen hHiem fra famtalemgdet 1 Partland Habde jeg anled-
ning il af bejpge paft. . A. Theijte 1 Hand nye tald famt at beere
tilftede ng deltage 1 en misfionsfeft Holdt 1 Rofebud, Montana.

Paa indbydelie bar jeg tilftede og bragte en Hilfen til Wisconfin
fgnoden bed indbielfen af denme fynoded npe jeminarbygninger i
Thienspille, Wis., den 18de auguft. Ogfaa Hher modiages bore fhu-
denter, fom forbereder {ig for breftegjerningen, med ftor imgdefom-
nenfed.

I folgende meunigheder Har der beeret Holdt bifitas: § Fevtile
ntenighed, paft. €. . Peterfons fald, cqg 1 &St. Patheeusd menighed,
paft. &. €. Qeed fald, bed paft. ©. M. Sullerud.

Selgende menigheder anjoger om optagelfe i Synoden: Con-
cordia €v. Quiheran Chureh, Eau Clairve, Wis.; Dur Sabior’s Eb.
Qutheran Church, Belbielp, Minn.; Jmmanuel Englifh Lutbheran
Chureh, Audubon, Winn., betjent af paft. Robert O. Heyne af Mis-
fourifpnoden; Bor Frelferd TNorif Luiherife menighed, Watford City,
gt Daf.  Ligejaa foreligger fra paft. Einar W. Anderfon anfggning
om opfagelfe 1 Synoden. Le dofumenter, fom fordres, vedloegges.

Blandt bore prefter er der dette aav iffe indtraadt noget dpbds-
fald.  Men Mrd. Frieda NMonich, der helt fiden ffofend opretielfe
har peeret leererinde ved Bethany College, afgif bed dpden i paaife-
ferien. LWed Mr3. Monichd bortgang Hhar jfolen tabt en obermaabde
dpatig og tro lererinde. Fra Ehicago fom nylig det jorgensd bud-
ffab, at paft. J. J. Strand, hvid hujtru i lengere tid har beeret Jyg,
nu felb er Glepet rammet af ef {lagtilfeelde, g han3 tilftand er ganfte
alborlig. Maatte Herven trgfte og ftyrfe denne broder og Hhans fa-
milie under dered tumge prgbeljer.

Niplge Deflutning fattet ved fidfte aard fynodempgde blev Dder
Holdt et feelledmgde af vepreefentanter for jamtlige ftaaende fomiteer
i Synobden ved Bethany College den 24de juli for at raadilaa om
wiaal og midler tif fremime of Synodensd feelled gigremaal. Der Hleb
giort oberflag ober, Hvad der treengted fil de foritiellige fasdfer t aa-
retd 1gb, og over det gienneminitd8bidbrag, jom maa ydes af Syno-
dens menigheder for at undbgaa underbalance i disfe fasdjer. Finans-
fomriteent har unbderrettet jamfundets prefter og menigheder om disfe
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overflag. Qadferverens rapport vil vife, at der til indremisfionsfas-
ferr er indfomumet det ngdvendige belph il deeffelfe af ubdgifterne,
niedend der il leeverlgnd- og fpnodefadfen iffe er indfommet mere
end det Halve af, Jbad der treengted. Dette fan let forflaves, naar
bt erindrer, at trangen til bidrag il indremiditonstasien Har i len-
gere tid beeret holdt frem og forflarvet for bort folf, medensd fravene
til de andre fasdfer enduu iffe har freengt fig ind i bort folfs bepidit-
hed. Derfom bi ifal faa vbor giceld paa ffoleeiendomumnen betalt, maa
vi fe til, at be lgbende udgifter ved ffolen, lererlsn, venter paa laan
og teparattoner bliver deeffet veb aarlige bidrag fra menighederne,
faa at iffe drift8omioftningerne hvert aar behaver at blive lagt il
gicelden paa etendomumen. Udfigterne Hl inden en rimelig tid at faa
denne gjceld betalt fyned at bere gode, fom rapporten fra dem fom
ftaar i fbidfen for denne indfamling, pil bife. Jmidlerttd maa bi
je til, at der iffe ftiftes ny gjeld. Efter vore fomiteers oberflag
treengted der for neerbeerende til leverlgn og {ynodefadferne Huer
$5,000 i aarligt bidrag. Efterfom elevantallet torer og gjeelds-
pofter blr afbetalt, bil disfe frab formindifed. Det er af den {tarite
vigtighed, at i gigr o3 flid med at faa de nddvendige midler ind-
fomlet. Bi bgr tage 08 tid til af forhandle Yerom paa vort fhnode-
mgde. g didje ting bgr taged op tl behaudling i menigheddmpder
rundt om 1 famfundet, faa vort folf fan lwre at Feude ftillingen,
for den er. Derfom dette bliver gjort, er feg overbevift om, at det
itfe vil veere faa vanffeligt at faa ind det ngdvendige til deellelfe af
digfe ubgifter.

Da fasdfereren maa affe megen tid og har mange udleg med at
barefage fit embede, DIl jeg henftille til Synoden at oberbeie, omt det
itfe er vetfeerdigt, at fadfereren faar en godigigrelfe for fin tienejte.

Det er gleedeligt, at der paa flere fteder arbeided trofaft og tap-
pert for menighedsffolen. Raftor O. M. Gullerud Jar dette aar
{adet ftole Holdes 1 fit hjem for fine egne og nogle faa andre bgrn.
Dette arbeide vil blibe udpidet det fommende aar, faa der bil for-
baabentlig med tiden blive opretfet en fuldfteendig menighedsitole i
denne menighed. Denighedsitolen bil ogfaa ped bdette [ynodemgbde
blipe behandlet paa grundlag af et feerifilt veferat.

Da min embedstid ved {lutningen af dette fyhnodempde udlgher,
vil jeg benptte anledningen alferede nu til atf taffe Synodens med-
Temmmer for den tillid og velbilie faabel jom for den oberbeerenlyed,
jom de har pift mig i de fire aar, jeg Har indehavt embedet. Da det
har peeret en almindelig forftacelje blandt 08, at ingen bpr indehave
formanbdgembedet wmere end fo terminer, bil det maaffe beere ober-
flgdigt at fige, af jeg iffe fan forjbare at fortjeette med at fage faa
wegen tid fra avbeidet i mit fald, fom jeg Hidtil har giort, for at tiene
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jomfundet. Den, jom bliver palgt til formand, maa fe il at ordne
vet faa, at han fan affe den tid, jom freeves, 11l i rette tid at baretage
be pigtigfte af embebets pligter. Af erfaring Har jeg leert, af Hhvilten
ftor bethdning det ofte er for vort arbeidved fremme, af formanden er
rede fil paa fort varfel at forefage Daade fortere og leengere veifer
for at peere filftede der, hbor Hhand neerveerelfe er paafreevet 1 fam-
funbetd interesie.

Der fal iaar foretages balg baa Synodensd embedsmeend, fruft-
eed, og medlemmer af de forffjellige jiaaende fomiteer. Da det i den
anledning jandignligvis freebesd en nominationdfomite, bil det beere
raadeligt, at denne veelged lige bed mgdetd beghnovelfe, faa at der fan
tages tilbgrlig Yenfyn fil, Hvem der fjener paa denne fomite, under
udncevnelfen af de gbrige arvbeidsfomiteer. Ifolge opdrag af fidijte
aard fynodemgde har jeg fprget for, at der er blevet anfat en “typift”
for bette mgbe. ‘

Herren give 03 et velfignet mpbde!

Ebers i Herren ringe tjener,
€hr. Anuderfon.
Belview, Minn., den 9de juni 1930.



Subtleumspredifener

Nubder {yuobempdet — Trinitatid jpndag 1930.
Bed paftor . M. Tiernagel.
Fom. 11, 33—36.

“f Ham og ved Ham og 1l Ham er alle ting.” BVore feedre
bar i didfe ord feet en Yentydning fil treenigheden og Har derfor
balgt dette ffriftafinit jom epiftel text for Trefoldbigheds jpndag. Jdag
er den hellige freenighed3 feft, den enefte feft 1 firfeaavet, fom iffe
feirer en begibenbhed, men en frijtelig leere, den leere nemlig: der er
fun een Gud, men tre perjoner i guddommen, Fabderen, Sgnnen og
ben Hellig Mand.

Qeeren om treenighed bar heftig angreben allerede i firfens tid-
ligfte aar. Pedensd apoitelen Johannesd endunu levede, opftod en bHisd
Cerinthus, jom negtede Jeju Krifti guddom. Det ligger neer at
tro, at dette angreb mod friftendommend hierte virfet fit til, at Jo-
Hanned’s evangelium fif det jeerpreeg det har, nemlig et vidnesdbyrd
for at “Jefud Kriftus er Suds Sgn.”

@t par aarhundreder fenere bleb igjen leeren om treenigheden
angreben af en leerd og indflydelfesrig biffop i firfen, nemlig Arius.
Hansd branglere [predte jig hurtig og voldbte megen uro. Tl ef firfe-
mgde i Nicea, aar 325, jammentaldt af feijer Conftantin for at fove-
bygge den firtelige Tpaltning jom fruede, fendte Gud Athanajius, en
forholdanis uanfeet mand, den 29 aar gamle Hicelpepreft for bijtopen
i Alexandra. Denne unge mand forte firfensd jag til feter ved Guds
bigbom og fraft, medens fremragende og celdre meend ftod raadvilde.
Sandpeden jeivet jaa fuldjteendig bed mgdbet 1 Niccea, at den befjen-
delfe, form nu faldesd “Den Niceeanite”, blev tilftemt og unbderifrevet
af alle tilftedevoerende biffoper, prefter og delegater, undtagen Arius
og fo anbre biffoper. Abrahams, Jjafs og Jafobs Gud, bibelens
Gud Faver, Guds Spn og Sud den Helligaand, jand treenighed Gud
fra ebighed og Hil ebighed, bleb befjendt, og den jamme Sud beffender
og tror bi paa bed Guds jtore naade endnu idag.

Qg det er i jublende lobprisnuing af denne GSud at St. Laulus
udbrpder ibet Han figer: “© rigboms dyb baade paa Gud3 vHiddom
og fundifab! Hvor uranfagelige ere Hand domume og Hand veie
ufporlige. ZhHi Yoo har Ljendt Hervend jind? Eller hHvo bar Hans
raabgitber? €ler Yoo gab Ham forft jaa det ffulde betales ham
igren ¢

Apoftelen Har 1 de ellebe fprfte fapitler af Romerbrebet fuld-
fort den biftoriffe og leevende del af Drevet. Han har nedtegnet for
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fine leefere Guds naadesd og barmbjertigheds mirvafler jom vijt i hansd
foreljer baade af jgder ng hedninger og er felv derped blevben fyldt
af beundring og begeiftring. et er fom Han bil fige: Hvem fan
lodde dybden af Gubds biddbom og Bundffab? Huem fan vel udforjfe
hans ufporlige bete? Jngen Har fendt Hand find, langt mindre
peeret hansd raadgiver. Hoem funde vel da Ha bidraget noget til hans
gjerningerd bidbunderlige dife plan og fuldfomne fuldferelfe, jaa at
han funbe Ha noget i bente jom fortient paaffisnnelfe eller Detaling?
Bisdjelig intet vbeefen hHoerfen i Himmelen eller paa jorden. Ham,
den treenige Gud, beere derfor alene al cere i af ebighed. NWiren.

Men derfornr Paulusd havde grund Hl af brhde ud i Hellig De-
undring og lovpridning af Suds viddom og fundifad, jaa Har vidfe-
lig ogfaa bi. Sfa, bt burde obergaa PVaulusd i tro, lobpriéning og
taf, thi ved Gudd aabenbarede ord, det gamle og nye teftamentesd
jfrifter, fan bt je be Guds veie fom Paulusd fiendte, og bi fan yder-
meve gjennem aarhundreder af firfehiftorien je de famme bedbarende
“rigbomd dyb of bigdom og fundifab”. Mange gange, formmetider
i pildt raferi, Hil andre tider med Iift, har helveded porte ftormet (g8
mod Guds tivfe og folf fiden Laulud’s tid, men altid har Suds uran-
fagelige dbomme og Hand ufporlige beie ledet fin firfe fra tilfynela-
dende haablpd undergang til herlig jeter.

Sun et tilfeelde LIl bi ed denne anleduing ncebne, og det fgrer
08 400 aar tilbage t tiden. < 1517 Degyndte Martin QLuiher fin
reformatorijfe birffombhed 1 Wittenberg. Lrods modftand ubbredte
reformationen jig over TYitland og ud il andre lande. WVien de evan-
geliffe, Jom reformationend venner blep faldt, bar jom en uordnet
flof mennefter jammenlignet med en belordnet frigdheer. De var i
en lgnende {tilling fom de amerifanffe folonijter omfring midten aof
det attende aarhundrede. Forholddbisd faa, {hredie og uorganiferede,
ftod de oberfor en tyranniff magt, fom faldte jig mor og bejtytter.
Men den 25de juni 1530 fif de eget flag at fylfe fig om, den fgrite
feelles befjendelje af fin bibelffe tro, den Wugdburgife befjendelie.

For dered fagd fremume, jom ingen mindre var end frifed 1
Sefus Qriftug fra Tovend tbang og forbandelje, frihed fra menmneffe-
bud og pabend aag, — for denne Hhellige jag8 fremme bar den Nugs-
burgife Qonfesfionsd obledning bed rigddagen 1 Augdburg af mindft
faa epofegigrende bethdning fom opledningen af The Declaration of
Snbdependence bar for de principer og den jag folonifterne jtred for;
digfe bleb et jelvfteendigt folf, medensd de epangeliffe bleb 1 fin egen
faabel fom i feiferens, pabend og verdens Devidjthed en firfe. F jpot
og Haan bley den falot lutherft

At reformationen bed L[uiher med den Augsdburgife Konfesjion
fom flimag bleb meget betydningsfuld for den ganjfe verden, er en
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tjendsgjerning. Pabedpmmiet, der ruget jom en mgrf faage ober
midbelalderen, blep fneeffet. Paven fif ffag. Len Haand, hoormed
han truede perdendrigerne il Ipdighed, bleb lam, og den anden,
hoormed han fyranniferede over fambvittighederne og lemlwejtede
®udg ord, bleb {bag. Frihed fra Guds lovd thang og forbandelie
ved Jeju Qrifti ebangeliums forfyndelfe, og 1 ftor grad borgerlig
fribed, er den Hugdburgife Konfesdfions gave fil verden.

Wen Hoorledes blep denne ftordaad udfert? A Hovig Haand
har vi face! gaben?

Blev den Hugdburgife befjendelie til og blep den opleeft paa
rigsddagen ifglge en vel ubarbeidet plan og bragt {il et jaa oberbeel-
dende Dbetydningsdfuldt vefultat bed vore lutherife feedre? Jngen-
lunde. Den Jele plan, fremgangdmaaden og udfprelien bar Suds,
og ban benyttet fom rvedifaber jandhedens fiender jaabel fom jand-
hedens forjbarere.

Biftnof er mange ftore og Leere nabne tnpttet il Konfesdftonens
tilblivelfe, men idet vi nu 400 aav fenere ved Hicelp af opbebarede
hijtoriffe bidnesbyrd fer paa begivenfhederned gang fra januar fil
25pe juni 1530, er bi iffe leenge 1 il om, af bor barmbjertige Gubd
er ogjaa denne jtorbands begynber og fuldbender.

Stulde bi paa denne vor fejt 1il den freenige Guds cere, lob og
pris og il minde om Konfedfionensd tilblivelfe, neebne nogen af de
redffaber Han benyttet ped fin gjerning i ugsdburg, maatte viftnok
Qarl den bie forit neevnesd; thi ved Ham Dbleh rig3dagen jammen-
faldt, og ffignt det bleb gjort 1 fgde, indfmigrende ord, breendte dog
hansd rvomerfi-fatholffe Hierte af Had I profeftanterne, jom Hans
egne ord og Bandlinger noffomn bevifer. Johan Ect og andre Hoie
fatholjfe preelater maatte ogfaa ncebned fom bvigtige vedffaber, idet
be gab aarfagen il at iftedenfor den paateenffe mere perjonlige De-
tiendelfe of furfyrit Johan, bleb en langt bideregaaende og alminde-
Tig Tutherjt befjendelfe fremlagt for rig8dagen.

Med fierlighed bilbe vi mindesd furfyrit Johan of Saxen jom
en fapper, uroffelig, pdmyg troeshelt og fom Hobedperjonen blandt
profeftanterne i anledning rigddagen, men han3d planer med henfhn
H1 fremgangdmaade fom iffe il udfarelfe.

RHilip Melanchthonsd nabn maatte Llive med fom den der gab
Qonfesfionen densd form, ord og udtryf, men fom dog anftrengte fig
for af faa iftand et fompromis med Rom og faaleded unbdgan Kon-
feafionens oplesning paa rigdbagen.

Bor fjeere Quiljer fad paa Roburg. Han blev jat igjen der, da
furfyrit Johans porige fglge drog bidere til Augsburg. Han bar
den fom gab Konfesfionen fit indhold, ibet hansg Schiwabach og Tor-
gau artifler blev grundlaget for den. Niten Han Hhabde liden om no-
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gen Ddirefte befatning med eller indffydelfe paa begivenfhederned gang.
1 Yugdburg. Men indirefte bar Hand indfiydelie bijtnot uberegne-
lig, thi “den vetfeerdiged Lgn formaar meget”. Han fad paa fieldet
med ubdftrafte heender over {lagmarfen og bad at Herrend fHeer maatte
faa oberhaand ober Guds fiender.

< pdbmpg fro og 1ilfid il Gud friver han tildeld opmuntrende,
tildels ftraffende breve, fnavt til en, fnart £il en anden af demt formt er
tilftedebcerende i Augsdburg. Fil Spalatin ffriver han: “Han fom
beghndte denne gjerning, begyndie den uden bort raad, Han har
ogfaa opholdt og fthret den; og det er Ham jom vil fuldfgre den uden
por peiledning. Jeg bed og er fiffer paa Hoem jeg tror, tht Han er
meegtig til at gjgre langt ober hvad bi beder og forftaar, men Philip
teenfer og gnifer at gigre det ifglge fit eget vaad jaa at han fan fige:
"Biglelig, faaleded maatte det ffe; jaaleded Har jeg gjort def.” e,
det maa iffe fige8: 'Sanleded jeg.” Wdbar Philip ftadig, at han iffe
gigr fig il Sud, men at han befjeemper det fom er ham medfadt.”

Til Brentz jfriver Hhan: “Jeg ffriver dette for at bedbe Srego-
riug Briicl eller en anden iblandt eder at tale til Rhilip og faa Ham
til af afftaa fra at beere verdens vegent, def er, ophgre med at gigre
fig felp fil en martyr.” I famme breb Heder det: “Gud bil {thre
perden bedre naar feg er dpd end om jeg ffulde Yeve, thi jeg er til
hinver for Ham ved mit ib.”

Hoor liden LQuiher anfaa fig felb at veere, fremgaar frembdeles
af et Dreb £il Qint: “Jeg ved meget vel, at jeg er aldeled unytiig
paa deune tur.”

Sa, han bar unpitig og udhglig i fig felv, han {om alf andet
figd, 1 fampen nod “fypritendgmmer, mod magter, mod verdend her-
ver, mod ondifabensd aanbdelige Hheer unbder himmelen”. Mien juft -
dertne hand erfiendelfe af vanmagt drev Ham il tro, tilid og bgn
til ben almeegtige treenige Sud, fom froner i himlene og ler ad og
fpotter de lavmende hedninger og foltene fom pgnfe paa det jom faa-
feengt er.

g Gud, jom aldrig fvoigter den froende, ydmiyge, bedende,
overrumplede mgrthedensd aandelige heer og gab oberbeeldende feicr
il jandheden og dens forbedere.

Det venefte fglb- eller guldforn er beerdilpit jom {preenaitof, {a,
ent heer udruftet med finefte diamantforn {om fit frudt, vil intet for-
maa mod en fiende.

Menneffelig viddom, flogt og Jfarpfindighed fan iffe Igsne
Suds veeldesd fraft; det fan alene noget, fom i det naturlige menne-
ife3 gine er faare vinge, ja foragteligt, gigre, nemlig: tro og ben.

Det bar den heilobede treenighed, Jorn gab 08 den Augsdbhurgife
Qonfesdfion for fire hundrede aar fiden, og fom har bebaret den indtil
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benne dag trods forveedere og meegtige aabenbare fienber. Han Hley
bebeeget dertil af fine banmeegtige men trofafte vidnerd tro og Hgn.

Rjcere Herve Gud, ffab i 03, dine vidner, et yomygt find, forgg
potr foage tro og leer 08 at bede jaa din fraft fan fuldfommes ogian
i bor ftrgbelighed, ondifabens magter tif {fam og dig og dit rige til
ere. ¥ Jefu nabn.  Wmen.



Augsburg Confession Quadricentennial
Synod Meeting, Mankato, Minn., Sunday, June 22, 1930

PRAYER

God of eternal wisdom and love, thou who hast not only re-
vealed unto us the word of truth, but who in mercy hast also en-
compassed us with a cloud of witnesses who in every age have
faithfully testified to the saving power of that word, we thank
thee for the many believing souls who in the face of a world at
enmity with thee have nevertheless spoken boldly in the Lord, giv-
ing testimony unto his word of grace.

In obedience to thy will and command we are assembled for
our festival worship today. May thou, who hast taught us that
the very memory of the just is blessed, now be present with thy
Holy Spirit, so that our remembering of that noble band of con-
fessors at Augsburg will not only humble us when we consider
how imperfectly we often have witnessed for thee, but also be for
us a lifting up of the hands which hang down, and the feeble
knees, yea, the making of straight paths also for our feet, lest that
which is lame be turned out of the way in this confessionless age
in which we live.

Grant, O God, that what we have learned to sing in the hymn
of our youth may not merely be the fleeting sentiment of a mo-
ment, but the fixed desire and constant prayer of a heart burning
with holy zeal for the true welfare of thy Israel when we pray:

“O Holy Ghost, to Thee, our light,

We cry by day, by night:

Come, grant us of the light and power

Our fathers had of yore;

When Thy dear Church did stand

A tree, deep-rooted, grand;

Full-crowned with blossoms white as snow,

With purple fruits aglow!”
For the sake of Christ, thy Son and our Savior, hear our
prayer. Amen.
* * *
Heb. 13, 7-9.
Beloved in Christ, peace be unto you and grace from God the
Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
When we have set aside this day as a memorial occasion for
the gqooth anniversary of our precious Confession, it is not suf-
ficient that we are constrained thereto by our feelings. Feelings
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are not always to be relied upon, even in the heart of the believer.
John, the apostle, felt like falling down in worship before the an-
gel who spake to him in the day of revelation. But he was imme-
diately restrained therefrom by the angel’s admonition: “See thou
do it not.” Rev. 22, 8. Had we not a more sure word of prophecy
on which to base our festival worship today than mere feeling,
upon which so many traditions in the church have been built, it
were better that our observance of this anniversary were stopped
at the very threshold of the sanctuary. For worship, if it is not
to be a vain oblation, must have Scriptural grounds on which to
rest.

Traditions are a peculiar thing. Once they gain a foothold,
they become enshrined in the hearts of men even to the perver-
sion, yea, often to the very exclusion, of the divine word. Was
it not so at the time of Christ, when he again and again had to
rebuke the leaders in Israel with his word of condemnation: “Full
well ye reiect the commandment of God, that ye may keep your
own tradition”? Mark 7, 9. Was it not the same stubborn man-
made traditions Paul found it so difficult to eradicate in the church
of his day? ‘“Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years,”
he writes to the Galatians, “I am afraid of you, lest T have be-
stowed upon you labour in vain.” Gal. 4, 10. 11. And what a hue
and cry was there not raised agdinst Luther and his fellow re-
formers when they dared to temper with the manifold traditions
of the papal church.

Even in the matter of anniversaries, therefore, it is well to
bear in mind the apostolic injunction: “And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him.” Col. 3, 17. Unless what we do
can be done in the name of the Savior, that is, with the assurance
of his divine approval and blessing, it were better left undone, no
matter how popular it might be, no matter how much it might
appeal to national vanity or personal pride.

As the very foundation for our Te Deums today, therefore,
we want nothing less than the written word of the living God.
Have we such? The words you have just heard read from Holy
Writ is guarantee sufficient that we have. It is on the basis of
this word of God and by the guidance of his Spirit of grace and
truth that we shall, in this festival hour, sanctify his holy name
and strengthen our own all too feeble faith by answering the
question: :
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“How may we be absolutely certain that our 400th Awnniversary.
Festival is a God-pleasing memorial?”

I. Because it is in accordance with his divine will and in obe-
dience to his express command.
2. Because we are not hereby glorifying mortal man. but the
everlasting God.
3. DBecause the Confession establishes our hearts in his all-
sufficient grace.
* * *

1. “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have
spoken unto you the word of God.” What a blessed influence hal-
lowed memories exert in the life of the believer! But they must
be hollowed memories. Such memories we are exhorted to cher-
ish, while we are warned not to entertain memories which would
endanger our fellowship with Christ. To his disciples, on the eve
preceding his own death. he said while instituting the Sacrament of
the Altar: “This do ye in remembrance of me.” To the man who
offered to follow him, but who desired first of all to bury his
father, he answered: “Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou
and preach the kingdom of God.” Luke 9, 60. Memories, there-
fore, no matter how natural and tender, if they will not draw us
nearer to the author and finisher of our faith, but tend rather to
disturb our communion with him, ought to be blotted out on mem-
ories’ wall, no matter what the cost.

What a terrible thing it would have been if God had commanded
us unconditionally to remember all who might have had the rule
over us. Then we would perchance be bound to the most distres-
sing of memories. We would then have to cherish with reverence
and respect such men who, by virtue of their position as masters
and teachers, did have the rule over us, but who forsook the way
of truth, and who now perhaps denounce us because we would not
be led into their devious ways. But, thanks to God, he would not
have us thus enslaved. He has conditioned his injunction unto
reverence here by limiting our obedience to those only who have
spoken unto us the word of God.

When we today are remembering with due reverence and re-
spect the noble band of men who fought the battles of the Lord
in the trying days of 1530—the indomitable Luther, who from the
fortress of Coburg wrote his letters of comfort and cheer to the
embattled few at Augsburg; the less courageous Melanchthon,
who, guided and sustained by the sturdier son of the Eisleben
miner, still clung to the true faith; the faithful Jonas and the in-
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dustrious Bugenhagen ; the noble elector John of Saxony and his
fellow princes—we are obedient to God’s will and command when
he says: “Remember them which have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the word of God.” They have the rule over
us, even as they have had the rule over our faithful forebears in
generations past, by virtue of the everlasting word of truth which
they so fearlessly confessed.

Had it been but a monk’s ambition which had prompted the
friar of Wittenberg and his compatriots to unsheathe the sword
for battle, had it been but the vain matter of national aggrandize-
ment, or the more or less questionable cause of the so-called “hu-
manities” of the learned scholastics of that day which had won
its victory at the diet of Augsburg 400 years ago, we would, as
the children of God, be doing our heavenly Father little honor by
marking the year with our Eben-ezer. DBut since it was a cause
which was just as God-given and vital as was that for which an
Elijah contended on Mt. Carmel, a Daniel in the ungodly court at
Babylon, a Paul in the gentile centers of Corinth, Athens, Ephe-
sus and Rome; yea, since it was a struggle which was carried on
in obedience to the word of faith once delivered unto the saints,
we would indeed be ungrateful wretches were we to enjoy the
fruits of their labors without a thought of the sacrifices they made,
the dangers they faced, in order that the Gospel pure might be
ours.

The very picture which the inspired writer here presents for
our instruction is most eloquently descriptive of the perilous times
which witnessed our Confession’s birth. When he speaks of them
that have the rule over us, the Greek original emloys an expres-
sion which is borrowed from military parlance, literally meaning -
those who have led us into battle, whose faith we should follow,
remembering how they escaped out of what seemed certain defeat.

And what could have looked more hopeless than that of the
cause of the Reformation at Augsburg? “The diet of Worms,”
some will reply. Yea, dark indeed was the day at Worms, nine
years earlier, when the lowly monk took his stand seemingly alone
against the assembled mighties of church and state. And yet, the
very fewness of his {followers, the very insignificance of his in-
fluence, as supposed by his enemies, was then in part his defense.
In the nine years which had elapsed since that eventful day both
pope and emperor had had occasion to learn, not only the threat-
ening size of the impending movement, but as well the power of
the mighty influence which had gone out from the written word.
No wonder that by imperial edict the pulpits of Augsburg were
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closed to the Lutheran preachers. No wonder that the papal
preacher at the very opening of the Augsburg diet called upon the
emperor to draw his sword and exterminate the fanatics.

You will not fully appreciate the courage of the confessors at
Augsburg by simply reading the mild and even-tempered docu-
ment itself. This can alone be had by a little delving into the his-
toric records dating back to the days of that diet. Read the scores
of letters which were penned by the out-lawed and excommuni-
cated Luther to his sorely-tried fellow confessors under the stress
of that mighty battle, and you will appreciate the Confessio
Augustana such as never before. It is only in the light of the
Passion Story that we can even begin to sense the meaning of that
pearl of the Gospel record: “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

But glorious as is the light which even secular history casts
about these noble defenders, that which endears them to us more
than all else is the humble, child-like faith in which they carried
on. No bravado, no vain boasting, no reliance upon church-polit-
ical strategy, but a firm reliance upon God’s ever-present protec-
tion and ultimate victory. Why, the cause was his, therefore the
outcome was wholly in his hands. And when their struggle was
crowned with victory, their song of triumph was a pean of praise
to his loving kindness.

“Had God not come, may Israel say,
Had God not come to aid us,

Our enemies on that sad day
Would surely have dismayed us;

A remnant now, and handfull small,
Held in contempt and scorn by all,
Who cruelly would oppress us.

Their furious wrath, did God permit,
Would quickly have consumed us,

And in the deep and yawning pit

With life and limb entombed us;

Like men o’er whom dark waters roll,
The streams had gone €’en o’er our soul,
And mightily o’erwhelmed us.

Thanks be to God, who from the pit
Snatched us, when it was gaping:

Our souls, like birds that break the net,
To the blue sky escaping;

The snare is broken—we are free!
The Lord our helper praised be,

The God af ecarth and heaven.”

# * *



36

2. But we may, in the second place, be absolutely certain that
our memorial is God-pleasing, because in our remembering of
these heroes of faith we are not glorifying mortal men, but the
everlasting God. Were we blindly to follow Luther or any of his
fellow confessors, we would be disobedient to that word of God
which says: “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.” Jer.
17, 5. Were we today to lose ourselves in a wanton praise of the
reformers, we would again be violating the divine word which
warns us: “I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I
not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.” Tsa.
42, 8.

But also here our blessed text points the way with these sig-
nificant words: “Whose faith follow.” Faith, a pure gift of God.
Faith, whose beginning, middle and end is not a Luther, nor a
Melanchthon, nor an elector of Saxony, but “Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and today, and forever.” Though sin is the same,
and you are a sinner; though temptations will also beset you, and
you are weak; though persecutions will be yours just as certainly
as you truly desire to live godly in Christ Jesus, and you are also
flesh and blood : yet you need have no fear. Underneath you are
the evellasting arms. It is still unconditionally true that our
Christ is able to save fo the uttermost all who come unto God by
him. Heb. 7, 27.

They were troublous times under which the converted He-
brew in the dispersion lived when this epistle was written for his
comfort and encouragement. No less troublous were the times
for the faithful in the perilous year of 1530. Troublous times face
the true children of God today, and they will become even more
trying as the final day is approaching. There is sore need of en-
couragement, if you are to abide by the truth. For the truth of
God in Christ Jesus is being hated with a more passionate hatred
today than perhaps ever before. The storm clouds are gathering.
Shall we then fritter away our day of grace by glorying in what
man have done or may do? God forbid! But we are not glorying
in men when we remember the heroes at Augsburg. We are but
obedient to God’s inspired word which exhorts us to gain strength
from considering what faith worked in them.

Whenever our feet are almost gone, when our steps are nigh
unto slipping, we shall, even as Asaph of old, do well by going
into the sanctuary of the Lord and considering the end of things.
“Considering the end of their conversation.” There’s the secret
to the heroic acts of 1530. Yea, that is the secret to all God-
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pleasing heroism. If a Moses, that man of God, found it necessary
to have respect unto the recompense of the reward, if a Paul con-
stantly kept before him the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus, if the very Son of man for the joy that was set be-
fore him endured the cross, shall we refuse to gain strength for
our battle with evil in these latter days by considering the heroes
of 1530 and the end of their conversation?

Whatever sincere praise may be meted out to a Luther and
his fellow confessors will ever be homage to the eternal God. For
what was their constant confession?

“Stood we alone in our own might,
Our striving would be losing;

For us the one true Man doth fight,
The Man of God’s own choosing.
‘Who is this chosen One?

"Tis Jesus Christ, the Son,

The Lord of hosts, ’tis He

‘Who wins the victory

In every field of battle.”

The Savior was for them a living Christ, yea, a very present
help in time of trouble. Had he not been, how could they have
withstood the dangers with which they were heset on every hand.
Treachery, deceit, compromise, threats. But against all they re-
mained steadfast. Even when the learned Melanchthon, in the
absence of the more courageous Luther, was on the verge of acced-
ing to the demands of the emperor, it was the faithful chancellor
Brueck, the noble Elector of Saxony, the aged Margrave of Bran-
denburg, the youthful Prince Woligang of Anhalt, the impetuous
Philip of Hesse, laymen, mind you, who saved the day for the
cause of Protestantism. Here we find a courage such as only a true
child of God will show when every road is closed to him but that
of the cross.

When Melanchthon was willing, for the sake of peace in the
church, to acknowledge the pope as the supreme bishop of Chris-
tendom, it was the pen of the chancellor which wrote: “We cannot
acknowledge the pope, because we say he is Antichrist and because
he claims the primacy by divine right.” When the elector of Sax-
ony was threatened with the severest punishment if he would not
yield, he stoutly replied: “I must either renounce God or the
world. Well, my choice is not doubtful. It is God who made me
elector—me, who was not worthy of it. I fling myself into his
arms and let him do with me what shall seem good to him. 1 be-
came a Lutheran, not because I blindly helieved the theologians,
but because I have tested their doctrine by the Bible and found it
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true.” When the aged Margrave of Brandenburg was given in
prospect great possessions if he would come back to the fold, he
replied: “If Christ is Christ, the doctrine I have confessed is
truth.”  To the pope’s ever-present puppet, Dr. Eck, who was
threatening with the horrors of another Inquisition, the youthful
Prince Woligang of Anhalt answered: “Doctor, you are inciting
to war, but you will find those who will not be behindhand with
you. I have broken many a lance for my friends in my time. My
Lord Jesus Christ is assuredly worthy that I should do as much
for him.” When Philip of Hesse was offered the regal dignity
if he would recant, but threatened with death if he refused, he
calmly replied: “I am in the flower of my age, and I do not pre-
tend to despise the joys of life and the favor of the great; but to
the deceitful gods of this world T shall always prefer the ineffable
grace of my God.” Yea, whose faith follow, considering the end
of their conversation. Their hallowed memory will ever be an
honor to the God who had assured them, and who assures you and
me today: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Heb. 13, 5.
They were not put to shame, nor shall you or I be, if we but re-
main faithful to the written word.

* * *

3. And, finally, we may be absolutely certain that our memo-
rial is God-pleasing, because their formula of faith, the Unal-
tered Augsburg Confession, establishes also our hearts in God’s
all-sufficient grace. “Be not carried about with divers and strange
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with
grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have
been occupied therein.”.

Can you find a more striking illustration, a more fitting com-
parison between our Lutheran Confession and that of the papal
church than just this passage of Holy Writ? Grace on the one
hand, meats on the other. You hear occasionally that the Iu-
theran church is very much like the Roman Catholic. Such accu-
sations are, of course, made only by those who are wholle ignorant
of our Lutheran doctrine. They have perhaps passed by a Lu-
theran church and have seen a cross on its church spire. Or they
may have been present at a Lutheran service and noticed that its
ritual had certain things in common with that of the Catholic
church. But just as ridiculous as it would be to determine a man’s
character by the clothes he wears, rather than by the thoughts he
wears in his heart, just as ridiculous is it to judge a church by its
ceremonies instead of by the doctrine it professes and proclaims,
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What though we do have certain things in common with the Rom-
an church? The fundamental difference is greater between Lu-
theranism and Catholicism than between Rome and any of the
other Protestant denominations. For what you must look for first
of all in judging a confession is this: “What reply does it make
to the most vital question any church has to answer, namely this:
How may a poor sinner become justified before God ?”

And it is here, my dear hearers, where the true beauty of our
glorious Symbol shines forth in all its splendor. From every one
of its 28 Scripture-proofed articles it testifies to a world torn asun-
der by divers and strange doctrines: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God;
Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Eph. 2, 8. q.

Have we appreciated our Confession as we ought? Have we
delved into its exhaustless veins of purest gold as we should?
Must we not, with sorrow, bow our heads in shame when we
stand in the presence of these heroes of faith? But if such be the
spirit of your worship today, dear hearer, then continue not down-
cast, for godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation not to
be repented of, says the apostle. 1I Cor. 7, 10. That which was
the means of humbling us before God shall also be the means
whereby we are lifted up and comforted. For what God by grace
worked in them through faith he will work in you and me today,
wretched sinners though we be, if we but rely as implicitly as did
they in his never-failing promises.

May he who in pure mercy has preserved even unto us these
priceless truths so lead us in days to come that not only we, but
our children, yea, children’s children, may of a truth make Lu-
ther’s prayer of faith our own:

“Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word:
Curb Pope and Turk and all that horde,
Who fain would hurl from off Thy throne
Christ Jesus, Thy beloved Son.

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known;
For Thou art Lord of lords alone:

Defend Thy Christendom, that we

May evermore sing praise to Thee.

O Comforter, of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife,
And lead us out of death to life.

Amen in Jesus’ name.
N. A. Mabson.



Den dugsburgife Konfesfions 20en Artitel,
“Om Arvefynden”,

BVed paftor Emil Hanfen.

Som befjendt faa er det taar fire Hundrede aar fiben bden be-
Fiendelfe fom beever navmet den Augdburgffe Lonfesfion bleb fFrepen
og opleft ved den rigddag, jom i aavet 1530 blep Holdt i Yugsburg
i Zyitland. Det er derfor i hai grad pasdfende, iffe alene at bl min-
be3 penue bigtige Gegibenhed, at bi ntindes de tro Herrens tjenere,
fom med jaa ftor frimodighed bidnede om fandheden 1 de dage, hoad
be ogfaa maatte lide for Quifti ffyld, Hvilfe herlige jeive de bandti, og
tillige at vi faffe Gud for den velfignelie jom Han ved denne Lefjen-
delfe har ladet tilffpde fin firfe; men bi bgr ogfaa i dette fubelaar
gigre denne befiendelfe 11l gienftand for et rigtig grunbdigt ftudium.
Det er ogfea 1 hwi grad padfende, at bi bed vort Jynodemgde bdette
aar iffe alene taler om den Augsburgite Qonfesdfionsd tilblivelfe og
betyduing, men at vi tar for 08 og behandler ialfald nogle af de ar-
tifler jom bdenme Dbefjendelfe indeholder. Og Hoad funde vel beere
metre nypttigt, end at vi tog for 08 den 2den artifel af dette ffrift, jom
Handler omt arbejynden, og den 4de artitel, jomt Handler om retfeer-
diggjgrelien. Af didfe to avtifler er vijtnof den fidjte den bigtiafte,
ja den er den bigtigfte af alle frodartifler. Men artifelen om arbe-
fynden er ogfaa obermaade vigtig. Sagen er nemlig den, at et men-
nefte bilde aldrig leere birvfelig at feette prid baa den jandhed, at et
menneffe vetfeerdiggigres af troen alene, derfom han iffe har lert
at fjende leeven om arbefpnden. Preget fortreeffelig figer dette jfrifts
apologi: “Det er hgijt forngdent at erfjende hbad arbejynden er. ThHi
ei fan ftorheden af Kriftt naade forftaces, medmindre por breft og
elendighed border erfjendt.”

Seg er blet paalagt at Tevere et referat over den 20den artifel i
den ncebnte befjendelje. Det bleb jagt at referatet maatte beere fort,
da der bar flere referater, fom ffulde lebered ved dette mgde. Der
vil jaaledes blive mange detaljer, jom maa ubdeladed, og der vil fun
blive anledning 11l at frembholde bet allervigtigijte. Artifelen er bift-
nof fort, men det er aldeled forbaufende Hoor meget den indeholder.
De, fom ffrev den Augsburgfte Konfesfion og tillige ogiaa de feiere
betjenbdeljer, var fandhed cegte teologer, doftorer i birfelig forftand,
af en ganjfe anden beffaffenhed end faa mange af dem, jom i pore
dage beerer nabnet doftor i teologien.

Mrtifelen [hder faa: “Om arbefynden. 1. Kigeledes loerer de,
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at efter Adams fald alle menneffer, jom fgded paa naturlig maa-
de, fudes med fgnd, d. e. uden guddfrygt, uden Hllid HI GSud og med
ond begjeerlighed, famt at denne jpgdom eller arvelige brgit bpivfelig
er fynd, fom fordgmmer og paafgrer ogjaa nu dem bden ebige dgd,
der iffe gjenfgbed ved daaben og den Helligaand. 2. De fordgm-
mer pelagianerne og andre, jom negter, at den arbelige brpft er jynd,
og for at rgbe Krifti fortjenefte og velgjerninger ceren paaftaar, at
menneffet ved fornuftens egne freefter fan blive vetfeerdige for Gud.”

Som baade artifelend oberifrift og indhold tydeligt vifer, jaa
handler benne artifel om arbefynden. (1) Artifelen gjgr opmertfom
paa, at der gived en arvefhnd; (2) den Henleder vor opmerfiombhed
paa denne {yndsd oprindelfe; (8) den gjgr opmerfiom paa, at alle
menneffer er bebeftet devmed; (4) den jiger 08, Hhoori arbefpnden be-
ftaar; (b) at den birfelig er jynd, jom gjgr menneftet ffyldig til for-
ogimmelje; og endelig (6) forfajted den pelagianife vildfarelfe an-
gaaende arvefhpnden. g 1 behandlingen af den opleefte paragraf
om arvefynden bil vi labe jamtalen dreie fig om de ting, bi nu har
neeont, 1alt 6 puntier,

I.

Artifelen Degynder med didfe ord: “Qigeleded leerer de, af efter
Apams fald alle menneffer, jom fgdes paa en naturlig maade, fgdesd
med fgnd.”  Her jiger de fromme feedre, jom for 400 aar fiden jfreb
den Augsburgife Konfedjion, at der gived en {ynd, jom er mennejfene
medfgdf, og fom med rette Deerer nabmnet arvejynd. Hvorleded vidjte
nu didfe moend dette? War det dered fornuft, fom jagde dem dette?
Bar fornuften den tiloe, Hoorfra de Hentet jin leere om arbvefynden ¢
Bisdfelig iffe. Arvefpnden, figer Quiher 1 de Schmalfaldiffe Wrtifler,
er en faa dyb og gruelig naturend fordeervelfe, at den iffe fan er-
fiendes af menneffets fornuft, men maa troes paa grund of ffriftens
aabenbaring. Den filde, hoorfra forfatterne af vor artifel Hentet
fin leere om arbefynden er Guds ord, det Gamle og Nye Teftamente.

X1 Moj. 6, 5 lefer bi: “Og Herren jaa at mennejfetd onditab
par ftor paa jorden, og at alle det3 hierted tanferd paafund fun bar
onbde den hele dag.” Disdfe ord talte Herrven fort for Syndiloden.
£ndifaben bar da meget ftor paa jorden. Synder af alle flagd gif
aabenlpit ifvang. Al bdette faa Herrven, og Han finder, at der er
grund til flage. DMen Han jaa ogfoa af mennejfenes hiertes tanfers
paafund fun er onde den hele dag, og hermed fjigted ganffe vift fil
den dybe BHjertetd fordeerbelfe, fom bar filden til mennejfenes lette
bedrifter, og jom falded arvejyud. Da jaa nceften hele menneftefleg-
ten par blet udryddet ved jHndfloden, faa at der fun bar 8 fjeele igjen,
og MNoah habde ofret Herren et tafoffer, fordi han og hansd familie bar
blet ffaanet, da gab Gud det Igfte, at han iffe mere vilde forbande
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jorden for menneffels fiyld, thi menneffets hiertes tanfe er ond, figer
han, fra ungdommen af (1 Mof. 8, 20, 21). Her figer GSud tybdeligt,
at menneffene jra ungdommen af Hav et ondt hjerte, ot de af natu-
ren er fordeerbede og tilbgielige til fhnd.

3 ben 51de Salme figer Dabid: “Se, 1 midajerning er jeg fodt,
og 1 fynd har min mor undfanget mig.” I denne Salme Defjender
David offentlig den fynd, Han Havde begaaet, tdet Han hHavde dreebt
rias ped Wmmoniterned foerd, og havde taget hans Huftru tilcegte.
Meen han befjender tillige, at han er fudt af fyndig jed, og derfor var
en fynder, da han fom il perden.

Ogjaa i det Nye Teftamente taler Sud om denne fynd. I Joh.
3, 5—6 figer Jefusd: “Uben at nogen blir fgdt af band og aand, fan
ban iffe fomme ind i Guds vige. Hvad der er fadt af figdet er Fiud,
og Boad der er fgdt af Wandben er aand.” Den, jom er fpdt paa en
naturlig maadbe, vil Han fige, af Jgndige jorceldre, Han er £igd, er
figbelig findet, er et fyndigt mennejfe og maa fgded paany for at
fomme ind 1 Suds rige.

Og 1 Rom. 5, 12 figer Paulus: “Synden fom ind i berden ved
~ ett menneffe, og dpden bed fynden, og faaleded dpden treengte igien-
uem til alle menneffer, idet de jyndede alle.” Disfe ord figer tyde-
(igt, at alle menneffer er DIit jyndere fom en folge af det ene menne-
ife, Adams, fald, og at dgden, fom er Jyndensd Jold, cr treengt igjen-
nem til alle mennejfer, ogfaa til de jmaa barn, og af det derfor jlef
itfe forfoloer fig {lig, fom faa mange paaftaar, at de er uftyldige,
men at de har jynd allerede da, naar de fgdesd, at de har arvet baade
fond og dgd fra dered ftamfader Adbam. Dog ftal bi tale mere ud-
ferlig herom under def tredie junft af vort referat.

Peange flere fteder funde anfpres four bebid for at der gibed en
arbefynd, men de fom vi har angit, bevifer tilftreetfelig jandheben
af den del af vor artifel, fom vi nu har under behandling.

Som Defjenot falder Quiher arvejynden den gamle Adam. Hau
faldber den ogiaa naturiynd, perjonipnd, og beefentlig {hnd for der-
ped, fom KQonfordieformelen jiger, at angive foritjellen mellem denne
fynd, jom ftiffer 1 den menneffelige natur, og de andre jhnder, fomn
man falder gigrlige fynder. Paulug falder den det gamle mennejte
og fynden, jom bor 1 ham; og flere andre bencevnelfer er brugt 1 dben
hellige ffrift, naar talen er om ncevnte jhnd.

11

Xbet vor artifel lige 1 Degyndelfen jiger, at alle menneffer fgdes
ned fynd, faa fgier ven il ordeme, “efter Adbams fald”. Didfe ord
er af flor betydning, thi de henleder bor opmerfiombhed baa arvefyn-
dend oprinvelfe eller tilblivelfe. Jtaar talen er om arbefynden, da
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obftaar jaa naturlig det fpargémaal: Hvorledes er dette onbe blit
til?  Svor ftal vi jege detd ophav eller aarjag? Stal vi {gge den
hos Gudb? Huig iffe, hoor ffal bi joa [sge detd ophav? At denne
fynds opbhab ifte maa jrges Hod Gubd, vifer tydelig hine ord 1 1 Mof.
fap. 1: “Gubd jaa alt det, han Havde gjort, og fe det var jaare godt.”
Arvejyndend obhav eller aarfag er meget mere at fege Hos lggnens
fader djcevelen og vore fprite foreeldre.. Paa den maade var det, at
bet onbe bleb {il, fom beevere navnet arvefynd, at Ldam og Gva lod
fig forfeve il at cede af fundifabens tree. Derbed blev bdered natur
fordeervet, og den fordeervelfe, fom indtraadte Hos dem, da de faldt,
er fra dem Dlet forplantet ho8 alle dered efterfommere. Dered for-
deerpede natur er en filbe, hvorfra arvefyndens jfidne bande hor flydt
lige fra fyudflodens dage til den dag thag. Wor artifel neeoner fun
Adpams fald, tiltrods for at €ba var fuldfommen jaa fEyldig fom
Wdbam. Paulud gjgr ligedban, naar Han behandler leeven om arbe-
fgnden. (Ge Rom. 5, 12.) Grunden hertil er den, at Adam betrag-
tes fom Dele mennejfehedend vepreefentant. Hans fald er hele men-
nefteflegtend fald. Hand jypud og {tyld blev tilvegnet alle hans efter-
formmere, jom bi ffal frembolde 1 det tredie punft af vort veferat, og
Boortil bi nu ffal gaa ober.

LII.

Raar vor artifel {iger, at “efter Ydams fald alle mennejfer, fom
faded paa naturlig maade, fgdes med {ynd”, faa Hhar den iffe alene
erflceret derbed, at der gived en arbefpnd, men tillige ogiaa at alle
menneijfer er Deheftet dermed, at alle mennefter har det, fom bi fal-
per arvejynd. At dette forholder Jig faaledes, bet er paa det aller
flavefte Devidnet 1 ffriften. ¥ det foregaaende punft gjorde vi op-
nerffom paa, at Adbamsd fald bar Yele menneffeflegtend fald, og at
Bang fynd og ffyld bley tilvegunet alle mennejfer. For den menneife-
lige fornuft er dette viftnof meget anftpdeligt. For fornuften fynes
det ligefrem forfeerdeligt, at alle de millioner, {om iffe endda var
fadt, da Adam faldt, ffulde anjeed ligejaa ffyldige jom Hhan. Mien
det er det farmmne, Yovor meget fornuften maatte oproaves og rafe tmod
beune fjendsgjerning, jaa forholder det fig alligevel jaa, at Abams
ityld er af Gud felp blet tilvegnet alle menneffer. 3 RNom. 5, 18
figer Paulusd: “Qigefom formedelft end fald fordbpminelien er fom-
men over alle menneffer, jaa {fal og formedelft end vetfeerdighed liv-
Jend retfeerdiggigrelie fomme over alle menneffer.” Bed end fald,
figer han, nemlig Adams, ev fordgmmelfen formmen over alle men-
neffer. Adbams fald Debirfede Gele menuefteflegtensd fordgmmelje.
Da han havde ovbertraadt Gudsd bLefaling, blev fordgmmelfesdommen
feelbt iffe alene ober Ham men over alle hans efterfommere, idet de
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anfaced, og i Buds gine virfelig var, ligefaa ffyldige jomt han. Veed
vette figer DOr. §. Pieper om den {andhed, fom dette {ted inbeholder,
at den harer med 1il de jaafaldte “fiubborn factd”, jom det er for-
giceves, taabeligt og ugudeligt at avrgumentere imod. KQad 03 merke
0% ogiaa, at den Gud, jom har tilvegnet alle mennefter Adams ifyld,
Dant har ogfaa tilvegnet alfe meuneffer den anden Abams retfeerdig-
hed, nemlig Krifti vetfeerdighed. ©r det farite urtmeligt, jaa er det
fibfte Tigefaa urimeligt, og dog 1 Hai qrad trgiteligt.

Men vor avtifel Jiger thdeligt, at alle mennejter ogjaa Har arvet
den fordeervelfe, jom indiraadte 1 Adams natur, da han overtraadte
Gudg befaling. g ot dette forholder fig faa, det leever Guds ord
meget fpdeligt. RQad 08 here igjen et af de fteder, fom bt anfgrte
under det fgrfte puntt, nemlig Rom. b, 12, “Synden fom ind i ver-
ben ped et menneffe, og dgden bed fynden, ogq jaaleded dgden freengte
igjennem il alle nmenneffer, idet de fyndede alle.” Der har beeret
dem, fom Har paajtaget, at naar Paulud Yher figer, “idet de fhndede
alle”, faa er talen fun om faadanne fom Har efterlignet Adam i at
obertreede ef Deftemnt @uds bud, faadanne fom Har naanet en faadan
alber og er fommne £il en jaadan forftand, at de fan begaa virfelig be-
vidfte og endog forfeettelige fhnder. De paaitaar jaaleded, at betfe
fted flet iffe har jin anvendelje paa de jmaa bgrn. Men leeg merte
til at jtedet figer, at alle fondede., Dette gjeelder vidfelig ovgfaa
barnene.  Dette jted figer faa tydeligt, jom det gaar an af faa jagt
det, at den fordeervelfe, fon indiraadte Hod WAdbam bved {pudefaldet,
et fra ham gaaet 1 arb fil alle hans efterformmere.

At den forflaring vi har git af det ovenncebnte fEriftjited er for-
reft, det fremgaar ogjaa meget thveligt af det 14de vers af det famme
fapitel. Der figer Paulug: “Ween dgden Herffede fra Wdam indtil
MNofes ogfaa over dem, jom iffe fyndede 1 lighed med Wdams over-
treedelfe, han, jom er et forbillede paa Hham, jom jfulde fomme.”
Hvem er det bel, jom iffe har fhnvet i lighed med Adams overtree-
delfe uben de fmaa bprn? g dog fherjfer dgden ogfaa over dem.
Srunden Hertil er visfelig den, at de er beheftet med fynd fra fabd-
jelent af.

Naar ogfaa bor frelfer figer, fom bt allerede har hart (Fobh.
3. 3): “Uben at nogen bliver fgdt paany, fan han ifte fe Guds rige.”
Saa har han dermed tydelig fagt, at ethvert mennejte er af naturen
aibeled fordeerpet, er udenfor Guds rige, og intet mindre end en ny
fodfel er ngdbendig, for at det fan formme ind i Guds rige.

@Gndelig har vi et afgigrende bevid for arvefpudensd almindelig-
hed 1 Rom. 3, 19, Hoor Wpoftelen Paulus figer, at al berden
ifal blive ffpldig for Gudd dom. Wltjaa er ogfaa bgrnene, jont ingen
bevidite fynder har begaaet, {fyldige for Guds dbom. Hvorfor? o,
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fordi de er urene paa grund af arbefynden, thi det er alene ved jyn-
Den, at et menneffe blir jfyldig for Guds dom.

Bi fer jaaledes, at det er ganffe forveff hoad bor artifel jiger,
at “alle menneffer jom fgded paa naturlig maade fodes med fynd”.
Wied det neevnte udtryt har ogjaa forfatterne af bor artifel Defoaret
ipdrgsmaalet om Jejus oglaa blev fudt med {pud; om Han ogfaa
babde arvefynd. Jefus var, jom Gudd ord tydelig figer, undfanget
af den Heligaand, og var derfor nndfangen og fedt uden jynd. Saa
jagbe jo engelen fil Hand moder Mavia ([Qui. 1, 35): “Den Hellig-
aand jtal formme ober dig, og dben Hgiefted fraft jfal oberifygae dig;
derfor jtal ogfaa bdet fellige, jom fgbesd af dig, falded Guds fpn.”
Ween om alle andre, om enhver, jom feded paa naturlig maade,
gicelder jalmiftens ovd (Pf. 51, 7): “Se i midgjerning ev jeq fodi,
og 1 fynd Har min moder undfanget mig.” Disdfe ord gjeelder endog
felvefte jomfru Maria. Det ev ifte {friften, jom figer det, men det
er pavern, jom Har erfleevet, af Hun var fri for arbefynd; og bed demie
pavelggn et jomfru Maria blet ophgiet il den jtgrite afgud 1 den
tatoljfe firfe, men undtagelje fanife af den “Hellige fader” {elb, det
fyndend mennejfe, den forfabeljend fgn, Han, jom fetter jig ob tmod
og ophgier jig ober alf, hHvad der faldes Gud eller Pelligt, joa Han
feetter fig 1 Gudg tempel jom GSud og udgiver jig jelb for at beere
Gud. (Se 2 Tes, 2, 3—4.)

IV,

Efterat vor artifel har gjort opmerffom paa, at der givbed en
arbefpnd og Henledet vor opmerfjombed paa denne jhpnds oprinbdelie
og tillige gjort opmerffom paa, at alle mennejfer er beheftet dermed,
jaa fremBolber den derneejt, Hvori denue joud beftaar. Dette er def
pigtigite af alle bore punfter. Kort og greit figer vor artifel, at arve-
fonden Dbeftaar bderi, at mennejfene af naturen er uden guds-
frggf, uden tillid til Gud, og at der er oud begjeer-
[ighed hod dent. Hermed har den jagl 03, at arvefynden bejtaar
i to ting, nemlig i mangel paa gudsdfryat og tillid Hl Gud og t ond
begjcerlighed. e ting, jom ber er fremboldt, er gjentat og behand-
let mere udforligt i den Augdburgite KRonfesfions Wpologi, Avtitel I;
pg der faar vi meget grei bejfed om, hvad det vil fige at beere ubden
Gubdsiryat og 1illid tif Sud, og Hvad det er for en ond tilbgielighed
elfer omd begjeerlighed, menneffente har arbet. Det vilbe beere godt
om bi funde ha leejt ngjaa denne artitel, nemlig Apologiens Artifel L.
Det har bt dog iffe tid til.  (Lad alle leefe den paa egen haand.)
Men det bigtigite af det, jom den har at fige om arvbejhnden, er paa
en forfreeffelig maabe opjunumnervet i Sonfordieformelens Grunbdig
Xorflaring, Artitel 1, og det jfal vi tage o5 tid il af [eefe. Jdet den
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frembolber, hoori avbefynden beftaar, figer ben: “Svad denne arbe-
flade er, det bed og fiender ingen fornuft, men det maa man, jom de
Schmaltaldiffe Artitler taler, leerve of fEriften og tro paa grund af
dens aabenbaring. Og i Apologien bliver bdette 1 forthed jamumen-
fattet i fglgende Hobeditytter:

I. 9t benne arvejfade ev den ffolb, formedelft Hoilfen bi alle-
fammen paa grund af Adams og Evas ulydighed er i unaade Hos
Subd og af naturen vredend bprn, fom apoftelen bvidner (Rom. 5,
12 flg.; &fef. 2, 3).

IT.  For det andet at den er en fuldbfommen bergvelfe og man-
gel af den 1 paradifet medffabte arveretfeerdighed eller gubshillede,
efter hoilfet mennejfet 1 begynoelfen blev ftabt i jandhed, hellighed og
reffeerdighed, og derhos tillige en vammagt og udygtighed il alt
aanbdeligf, eller fom ovdene Iyder: Beftrivelfen of arvefynden fra-
Eiender naturen, faa leenge den itfe er fornyet, alle gaber, af fraft og
al evbne {1l at beghnde og birfe noget 1 aanbdelige ting!

IIL. 9t avvefgnden 1 den menneftelige natur iffe alene er en
jaadan fuldftendig mange! paa alt godt i aandelige, quddbommelige
tting, men at den tillige er — Hoad der er traadt iftedenfor det tabte
Gudsbillede 1 mennejfet — en dpb, flem, gruelig, HBundlgd, urvan-
fagelig og uudjigelig fordeervelfe, af den fHele natur og alle freefter,
ifeer af de Ygicfte, formemite jjelend freefter i forftand, Hierte og
bilje, at altjaa mennejfet nu efter faldet faar t arb en medfgdt ond
natur og indre Hiertetd urenhed, en ond Iyjt og tilbgielighed, at bi
alle af art og natur fra Wodoam arber et Hierte med jaadant find og
faadanne tanfer, at det med Henjpn til fine Ygiefte freefter og fornuf-
tend Iys er af naturen fHif imod Sud og Hhans Heiefte bud, ja er ftend-
ffab tmod Gubd, ijeer Hoad de aanbdelige, guddommelige ting angaar.
Thi ellerd 1 naturlige, udbortes ting, jom er.fornuften underlagte,
Har menneffet endnu nogenlunde forftand, fraft og evne, ihvorvel
faave joeeffet, Hoilfet dog altfmmmen ogiaa bliver forgiftet ved arve-
fhuden, faa det mtet duer for Gud.”

Det ovenncebnte citat ev meget foriveffeligt. Det gigr det faa
ualmindelig flart Hoad arvefpuden er, Hivort den beftaar, eller hoad
fom er dend egentlige veefert. < fuld oberenditemmelfe Hermed figer
port famfunds fatefisme forflaring fort og greit jom jvar paa ipgras-
maalet, hoad arvefpnden er, “Yrvefynden er den dybe fordeervelfe af
por natur, at bt fun Har [yit og drift il det one og ingen Iyt og
fraft il bet gobe.”

Der Har veeret dem, jont har paaftaaet, at menneifetd fordeervede
natur og arvefynden er ef og det jamume. Men det er en ftor bild-
farelfe. DMenneffetsd natur, det vl fige det legeme og ficel, har Gud
ffabt og tillige gienlgft ved fin enbaarne fgn, men arbefpnden hav
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- iffe Gud ffabt. Den ftammer fra dicebelen. Den Har Yeller iffe
Qriftud gienlpit. . Weget mere Ygrer den med til de onder, fom Hos
Guds bgrn engang ffal blive fuldjteendig filintetgjorte. Rad 08
derfor ngie merfe 08, af arvefynden er den medjgdie fordeervelie, fom
heenger ved natuven, og fom beftaar i de ting, fom har beeret ncebnt.

Gorat det nu fan bli flart, af ogfaa de ting, fom Har veeret
fremboldt for 08 under dette fjevde punit, er git ud af Guds ord, faa
lad 08 tage for 08 en del af de ftedber, jom Handler om arvefyndens
fordeervelie.

I Rom. 3, 10—18 figer Paulud: “Der er ingen retferdig, end
iffe en; der er ingen forftandig; der er ingen fom joger Gud; alle er
afoegue, de er filjammen blebne uduelige; der er ingen fom gigr
godt, der er end iffe en; deves firube er en aabnet grab; med {in funge
befuige de; galers gift er unbder deved [eeber; dered mund er fuld of
forbandelje og bitterhed; deres fgdder er fnave fil af udgfe blod; der
er fordeervelje og elendighed paa dered beie, og fredens vei fjende
de iffe; der er iffe qudsfrygt for deres gine.” Disdfe ord er citevet
fra den 14be Davidd falme, og de gir 05 en ligefrem forfeerdelig be-
ffrivelfe af den fordeervelje, fom er mennejtene medfedt, og bifer fil-
lige, at ogfaa det menneffelige legeme med detd forjfjellige lemmer
fom en fglge af Adams fald, er blet ef fyndens rvedifab.

X Ef. 2, 1 Deder det: “¥ bar dgde 1 obertreedelier og fnuder.”
Dette jted beffriver vel fraftigere end noget andet {ted arvejyndens
ftore fordeervelfe. Af naturen er mennejfene ligefrem dgde. De har
tutet aandeligt [iv. De fan derfor intet godt teenfe, intet godt tale,
de fan iffe heve, iffe fole, iffe fe 1 aandelig forftand.

€f. 4, 17—18: “Tette figer jeq da og viduer i Herven, at I
iffe ffulle bandre fom bde gorige Hedninger vandver i {it finds for-
feengelighed, formpgriede i forftanden, fremumedgjorte for Guds liv
formebelft den banfundighed, fomt er 1 dem formedelft it Hiertes for-
deerbelfe, idet de er blevne fgleljesldfe og har Hengibel fig fil ufer-
[ighed il al urenheds bedrift i gjevrighed.” Npoftelen taler Her om
menneffer, fom endnu er i jin noturlige tiffland, fom iffe er blevne
gjenfgbte bed ord og daab, og han figer blandt andet om dem, at de
er formgriede i forftanden, og af de er fglesdlgle. Om didfe famme
menneffer figer han 1 1 Kor. 2, 14: "Def naturlige mennejte fatter
iffe de ting, fom Harver Gudd aand til; thi de er ham en daarjfab, og
han fan iffe fiende dem, thi de bedgmmes aandelig.” Forv def uigjen-
* fpbte mennefte er det, jom Gudd Aand Har aabenbaret 1 den Hellige
ffrift om Guds beefen og frelfe af naade bed tfroen paa Kriftus, en
vet og flet daarifab, hoorfor oglaa de leerde Atenienfer, efterat Pau-
(ug havde preefet for dem om den ubefjendte Gubd og den ene vette
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frelfespet, faldte ham en ovdghder. De fyntes iffe der pbar nogen
mening i det, jom Han talte for dem.

PNom. 8, 7: "QRigbetsd jansd er fiendjfab imod Gud; thi den er
itfe Gubds lob underdanig, thi den fan itfe engang veere det.” Pau-
[ug taler Her om det jind, fom af naturen findes Hos ethvert mennefte,
og han figer at det er ret og flet fienditab imod Gud, og at det hoer-
fen pil elfer fan gigre Guds bilje.

Fom. 7, 18: “Jeg bed at der 1 mig, det er 1 mit £{pd, bor intet
godt.”  Den paafland gisres faa ofte, at menneffene dog iffe er jaa
albeles fordeervet, at der dog er noget godt 1 ethvert menneffe, endog
i de aller peerfte.  Men Vaulud jiger om fig felb — og det gjeelder
alle — at der 1 han3 tigd bor intet godt! &r da et menneffe beghndt
at ville det gode. &r han begyndt at lenges efter Gud3 naade i Kri-
ftus, at fjcempe tmod det onde 1 {it £jgd, fom ogfaa et Suds barn Hhar,
faa er det birfet af Gudd aand, thi figer Vaulug (Fil. 2, 13): “Det
et Gud fom birfer i eder Daade at ville og at udrette efter jit vel-
bebag.”

Wath. 15, 19: "Af Hiertet udfommer onde tanfer, mord, hHor,
ftigrlevnet, tyverier, falffe bidnedbyrd, befpotteljer.” Dette fted figer
08, hoorledes det menneffelige Hierte af naturen er beffaffent. Det
er tilbgieligt £il det onde, til det, fom fan behage figdet. Det fan
med fandhed figed, at der gived iffe den jyud, Hvid rgdder iffe findes
i det menneifelige Hierte.

Stulbe vi nu forfgge at opfummere det, jom alle de fteder, vi
har pegt raa, indeholder, hoad blir faa vejultatet? o, vi vil finde,
at de angivne fteder figer netop det jamme, jom den Augdburgife
RQonfesfions anden artifel jiger, og foin er gjentat og udbitlet 1 de
gorige befjendeljer, vi har pegt paa, nemlig at arpefynden er en fuld-
fteendig mangel paa guddfrpgt og tillid til Sud, en fuldbfommen De-
rgbelfe af det Guds billede, hvori mennejfene bar jfabte, og jom be-
ftob i fand vigdom, vetfeerdighed, hellighed, fred og gleede. Zillige
at arvelpuden er en medjpbt ond Degjeerlighed, at den er “en dyb,
flem, gruelig, bundlpd, uranjagelig og undfigelig fordeervelfe af den
hele natur og alle freefter, ijeer af de haiefte, fornemite fjeelens freef-
ter”.  Gorftanden er formgrfet, faa at naar ordet preefed for det
naturlfige menneffe, jaa forftaar Han det iffe og fan iffe forftaa det
eller tro ebangeliets forjeettelfe, men Holder det for daarjfad. Biljen
er forvendt, jaa at den er ftif imod Gud. Det mennejfelige Hierte er
faa aldeles forbeervet, at det fun tragter efter det, fom fan tilfreds-
ftille Tigbet. Det er faa langt ifra, at det elifer Subd, at det meget
ntere Hader ham.

X be openncebnte ting er det altfaa, at den ard beftaar, fom bi
har faaet fra Adam, og fom ethvert barm, jom fgdesd, faar faa at fige
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fom en buggegabe. Hertil fommer, at vi ogfaa Har arbet den {Tyld
forn Adam paadrog fig ved fin ulpdighed, hoilfet vi gjorde opmert-
fomr paa i puntt 3; jamt at ogfaa det mennejtelige legeme 1 fraft of
arbefynden er blepet ef fyndensd vedjfab og forfreenfeligheden un-
derlagt.

&fulde jeg 1 faa faa ord jom muligt fige Hbori avvefynden be-
ftaar, vilde jeg fige, at den Deftaar, foruden 1 den Ubams {fyld, jom
er blet alle menmneffer tilregnet, i en fuldfteendig mangel paa alf godt
og i en bedbarende tilbgielighed il alt ondt. Der er Ho3 def men-
nefte, jom endnu er i jin naturlige tiljtand, iffe det ringejte {por of
aandeligt liv. Han er et ref og jlef raadnende, ftinfende lig 1 aan-

delig forftand.

V.

For def femte figer vor artifel, at denne dybe fordeervelfe, Hoor-
omt vi har tall, “virfelig er fynd fom fordgmmer og paafsrer ogfaa
dem den ebige dpd, der iffe gjenfsdesd ved daaben og den Helligaand.”

Dette er ogfaa et meget bigligt puntt, og dog vil det iffe blive
ngdvendigt at opholde 08 bed det jaa foeert leenge. Det fremgaar
flart of de mange fteder, bi har anfgrt, at den gruelige fordeervelie,
formn er menneffene medfgdt, virfelig er jynd. Kreever iffe Sud 1 jin
hellige Tob af alle menneffer, at de {fal frygte ham, at de ftal elffe
ham over alle fing, at de {fal forlabde fig paa Hham alene? Og jiger
han iffe tydeligt 1 fin lob, at de ingen ond Degjeerlighed ftal Have?
Raar nu da menneffene, jom vi har paabift, af naturen ingen guds-
frygt, ingen jeerlighed, ingen tillid il Gud Hhar, men meget mere
ftadig har Iyjt til def fom er ham imod, ja er fulde af fiendjfab imod
pam, faa maa det beere flart, af de neevnte ting er fynd. Kad 08 og-
faa merfe 08, at det iffe bare er det, jom er fynd, at man iffe il
elife ®ubd, lide paa ham og gisre hbad han freever, men ogfaa det er
jgnd, at man iffe f an gjgre de ncevnte ting.

Siden nu de mangler og den onde begjerlighed, hoorom vi har
talt, vivfelig er fynd, faa fglger deraf, at den gigr et mennejte ffyldig
il dgden og dDen evige fordpmmelfe, thi jyndens jold er jo dgden
(Mom. 6, 23). At arvefynden virfelig gisr menneftene ffyldige til
forbgmmelfe, det fer vi oglaa faa flart aof Paulus’'s ord t Rom. 5,
18, “Altjaa ligefom formedeljt end fald fordpmmelfe er fommen over
alle mennefter, jaaleded ffal og formebdelft ens retfeerdighed [ibfend
retfeerdighed fomme ober alle menneffer”; og tillige of Hhang ovd 1
Gf. 2, 8, “Bi vbare af naturen vredens bprn fom og de andre”. Jdet
Adams fiyld er blet alle menneffer tilvegnet, og idet afle ved Adbams
ulydighed er blet forbeervebde, er blet fynbdere, faa er ogfaa jom en
fglge deraf fordpmmelfe fommen obver alle menneffer, de er alle Hlev-
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ne predens, dgdens og fordgmmeliend bgn. (Se Konfordief. .
T J.) Guds ord figer 03, at Herrend brede breender indtil det ne-
perfte Delvede, og benne Hang Dreendende brede vil bigfelig ramme
enhver, Jom iffe gijenfpded ved daaben og den Helligaand. Lad der-
for ingen anfe arbefpnuden fom noget ubefpdeligt. Wrbefpnden er,
fom pore befjenbdeljer med rette figer, Hovediynden, roden og Hlben
til alle gjgrlige fynder. Kad derfor Heller ingen forceldre forfgmime
at bgbe barna fine, paa det at de fan blive indpodet i Kriftus og faa-
leded blive befriede fra den fordgmmielje, fom Hoiler over dbem. g
lad enbver, fom maatte veere falden ud af naadensd pagt, gigre Hod
og tage fin tilflugt til den naadeftol, fom Gud har oprettet for o3 i
fin fon. ©ui8 iffe, vil Han bvisdfelig blive fordgmt, iffe alene paa
grund af jine gigrlige fpnder, men ogfaa paa grund af den fynd, jom
er ham medfgdt.
VI.

Efterat de fromme feedre, fom for 400 aar fiden jfrev den Nugs-
burgife Sonfedfion, i den opleejte artifel Har frembholdt den vette leere
om arvefynden, forfafter de 1 den fidfte del af artifelen Pelagianer-
nes vrangleere om arvefynden og enhver lignende vildbfarelfe.

Belagianerne er efterfplgere af en britiff munt, jom lebede om-
fring aar 400, og fom Hedte PLelagiug. Han leerte at menneffene nu
fgbes med en natur lgefaa rven jom den, Adam Hhavde for {yndefal-
det, og at menneftene derfor af fin egen fraft fan Holde loben og bHlive
jalige. $an negtede altfaa arbefyuden, og det gjgr alle hans efter-
fglgere, felp om benne negtelfe iffe altid ffer i de jamme ordelag.
Nogle figer, at arvefynden er en ret og flet fabel. Andre, at den iffe
er Thnd, men en {lagd jhaelighed eller Toaghed, jom biftnof er en
felge of Wdams fald, men fom dog iffe er fynd. Wtter andre jiger,
at de jmaa bgrnt er fyndefri og Guds bgrn, forend de dgbed. Ende-
lig er per dem, fom paajtaar, at Adams fynd iffe blir mennejene til-
regiret.  Blandt dem, jom aabenbart hylder den obenncebnte grove
pelagianife bilbfarelfe, fan nebnes Nrmenianerne, RLalbinijterne og
®&iendgberne.  Mange andre funde ncebnes. Wien foruden disie
grobe Pelagianere gived der en anden art of Pelagianere, jom er
bleb faldt Semipelagianere (halbpelagianere). Didfe forfajter vel
itfe figefrem bdet, fom Guds ord figer om arvefynden, men de fgrer
en {lig leeve om den jaafaldte frie vilje, at arvelynden derved negtes.
Mange af dem vilbe vel beftemt proteftere mod at bt beffyldt for
pelagianidme, og dog er det i denne leir be horer hjemme. Nogle af
dem figer, at det naturlige mennejfe, ffignt fordeervet ved fynbden,
dog har nogen evne til at tiene Gud af fin egen magt, at der dog er
en liden gnift igjen of Guds billede Hod menneffet. Wndre jiger, at
det utgienfgbte menneffe dog fan berede jig til naaden, det fan dog
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bed fin egen fraft beftemme om det vil bli omvendt, det fan dog ville
fin egen ombendelfe. Niter andre paajtaar, at den uigjenfgdte fan
medbirfe il fin omvendelfe o. . v. De tilleegger det naturlige men-
neffe ebner, fom det ingenlunde Har, og derved negter de menneffets
totale fordeervelfe. Men anbdre ord, de negter arvefynden.

Lene mere fine art af pelagianidme hyldes af en fior meengde.
Den hylbed enbog af mange fom paaftaar at de uforbeholdent til-
jtemmer den lutherjfe befjendelfe. Stulde bi neevne alle dem, jom
hplber enten Den grove eller den mere fine art af pelagianidme, da
bilde det blive en meget Tang lifte. Den bilde formme HI at indbe-
fatte baade faadanne, jom falder fig proteftanter, faaveljom alle fato-
(ifer; veformerte, jaaveljomn mange der beeyer det Iutherife navu.
Den bilde Fomme til at indbefatte neerfagt alle fefter, presbyteria-
nere, epiffopaler, fongregationalifter, methodifter og baptifter; flere
af dem Jom falber fig fundamentalifter, faabeljom alle mobdernifter,
og mange andre, Man vil neppe finde et jamfund elfer feft udenfor
den vettroende Tutherffe firfe, jom iffe i ftgrre eller mindre grad, be-
pidjt eller ubevidit, vanudrer i Pelagind’s fodfpor.

Fordi nu pelagianidmen i alle dend former ftrider imod &uds
ord, faa fordgmmer bore feedre denne bildfarelje og tillige enhver,
fom negter, at den arvelige brgft er fynd. Og vi tiljtermmer med hHelt
hierte det, fom de har fagt, thi negter vi arbefpnden, jua forfafter vi
ogfaa den dyrebare fandhed, at et menneife blir vetferdiggiort ufor-
fiyldt af Guds naade ved den forlgsning fom er i Kriftud Jejus.
Qeerer jeq, at den uigjenfgdte er iftand il at ville fin egen omvendelie
eller at mebdpirfe dertil, dba negter jeg menneffetd totale fordeerbelie,
og felgen deraf blir, at jeg negter sola gratia, det bil fige, at vi frel-
feg af naade alene. Derved fordeerved, ja sdeleegged evangeliet, og
Kriftusd bergved den cere, fom tilformmer Ham.

Xbet vi nu i forthed Har betragtet den anden artitel af den be-
Fendelfe, hvig tilblivelfe bi faar igien mindes, jaa haaber jeg, at det
er blet flart for 03 alfe, at ogfaa leeven om arvejpnden er grundet i
Gud3 ord. Lad o3 derfor Holde fajt oglaa paa denne leere, og ved-
blibe at forfhnde den baade for gamle og unge, uben at jlaa af bdet
mindfte deraf. Det er faare vigtigt, at dette bliv gjort, thi det bil
pedblive at veere Jandt til alle tider Hoad Upologien figer, “€t fan
ftorheden af Krifti naade forflaces, medmindre bor bryjt og elendig-
hed vorder erfjendt”. el er det en jfreeftelig og for tigbet ufordra-
gelig Teere. Dog, bliv den rettelig forfyndt, da fan bi have det haab,
at tilhgrerne il formme £l bod, at de bil leere at forfeerded og for-
ffreeffed over fin tilftand, og at naar det jaa Ipder for dem, “Gud
forligte i Qriffug verden med jig felv, tdet an itfe tilregnet dem
dered obertreedelfer”; “Qommer hid il mig alle fom arbeider og er
pefocerede, og feg bil give eber hvile”, at disfe ord fan finde indgang
hog dem.



The Fourth Article of the Augsburg Confession
Of Justification
By Rev. JusTiN A, PETERSEN

“Also they teach that men cannot be justified before God by
their own strength, merits, or works, but are freely justified for
Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that they are re-
ceived into favor, and their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake,
who, by His death, has made satisfaction for our sins. This faith
God imputes for righteousness in His sight.” Rom. 3 and 4.

Four hundred years ago a mighty spiritual warfare was
waged, a decisive battle in the Christian church was fought. And
in this warfare the noble confessors at Augsburg, “than whom
none more heroic have ever trodden this earth,” wrestled not only
“against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” These courageous warriors fought,
not for goods and gold, not for property and possessions, not for
earthly honor and glory, but for the truth of God’s word, for the
honor of Christ, and for the comfort of poor sinners. That the
confessors at Augshurg realized clearly that just these things were
at stake, we see especially from their elaboration of the doctrine
of justification in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession. For-
cibly struck by their constant appeal to the truth of God’s word,
their determination to give Christ all the glory for man’s salva-
tion, knowing full well that only then could poor sinners find com-
plete comfort, the author of this essay was influenced to treat the
doctrine of justification as set forth in the fourth article of the
Augsburg Confession in the following manner:

Why should we with our faithful fathers tenaciously cling
to, and joyfully confess the doctrine of justification as-expressed
in the fourth article of our Augshurg Confession?

I. . Because only then are we building on the sure foundation
of God’s word;

II. Because only then can Christ receive the glory due His
Savior name;

III. Because only then can sinners find complete comfort.

That the word of God is the only guide, rule, and standard
in all matters that pertain to Christian doctrine, faith, and life was
most clearly confessed and, what is better still, consistently prac-
tised by the faithful confessors at Augsburg. Though a special
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paragraph to this effect was not written into our chief confession,
nevertheless we are not for a moment left in doubt as to their
stand here. In the very preface to the Augsburg Confession our
fathers state that their chief aim is to show “what manner of doc-
trine from the Holy Scriptures and the pure Word of God has
been up to this time set forth in our lands, dukedoms, dominions,
and cities, and taught in our churches.” And in the concluding
remark of this same Confession we again read: “If there is any-
thing that any one might desire in this Confession, we are ready,
God willing, to present ampler information according to the Scrip-
tures.” In the article before us, the fourth article “Of Justifica-
tion,” a direct appeal is made to the Scriptures, “Rom. 3 and 4.”

In the introduction to The Formula of Concord, Epitome,
p. 216 (the quotations throughout this paper are taken from the
reprint of the English text of the Concordia Triglotta) we read:
“We believe, teach, and confess that the sole rule and standard
according to which all dogmas together with (all) teachers should
be estimated and judged are the Prophetic and Apostolic Scrip-
tures of the Old and of the New Testament alone, as is written
Ps. 119, 105: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and light unto
my path.”

This same clear-cut, positive position is also taken in the Thor-
ough Declaration of The Formula of Concord, p. 234 : “First(then,
we receive and embrace with our whole heart) the Prophetic and
Apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the pure,
clear fountain of Israel, which is the only true standard by which
all teachers and doctrines are to be judged.” From Scripture,
then, and from no other source would they draw the water of
salvation.

And no one can read the Apology of the Augsburg Confes-
sion, and especially then the article which elaborates on the doc-
trine of justification without being impressed by the constant ap-
peal to the written word. “Scripture testifies” is the constant re-
frain. Every statement is buttressed by a Bible passage. Scrip-
ture to them was “the immovable Word,” “a veritable rock.”
Truly our fathers strove to “honor the ministry of the Word in
the highest degree.”

How dumfounded were the confessors at Augsburg that all
these clear and convincing testimonies from Scripture made little
or no impression on their adversaries! “Truly it is amazing that
the adversaries are in no way moved by so many passages..of
Scripture, which clearly ascribe justification to faith, and indeed
deny it to works. Do they think that the same is repeated so often
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for no purpose? Do they think that these words fell inconsider-
ately from the Holy Ghost?” Apology, p. 41.

And yet this was not so surprising when we bear in mind
that not only to the laity but also to many of the Catholic theo-
logians, the Bible was a closed book. It is told of Carlstadt that
he had heen created a doctor of theology without ever having seen
a Bible. Luther himself had not read the Bible until he as a
monk of twenty-four years accidentally stumbled upon a dusty
copy of Scripture in the Convent library at Erfurt. It was but
natural then that the Catholic theologians should appeal to the
fathers instead of to the Scriptures. Luther rebukes them se-
verely for this when he exclaims: “The fathers, the fathers, the
fathers! the Church, the Church, the Church! usage! custom!
But of the Scriptures—mnothing I’ In striking confirmation of this
we have Dr. Ecld’s reply to Duke William of Bavaria’s question,
“Can you refute this doctrine?” “With the Church Fathers I
can,” answered Eck, “but not with the Scriptures.” Well-deserved
therefore, was both the rebuke to the Catholic church and the
tribute to the Lutheran church contained in Duke William’s re-
ply: “Then T see that the Lutherans are in the Scriptures and we
outside.”

And through the study of the word of God our fathers were
brought to see that not only is the doctrine of justification by faith
alone a doctrine of Scripture, but that it is in reality THE doc-
trine of Scripture, the doctrine of doctrines, the sun around which
all the truths of Scripture revolve, the keystone holding all the
other doctrines in place, and without which they would fall into
meaningless ruins. ‘“Faith is the way to heaven,” that is the theme
of Scripture from beginning to end, the red thread running
through divine revelation. “The just shall live by faith,” cry the
prophets. “The just shall live by faith,” cry the evangelists. “The
just shall live by faith,” cry the apostles. “It is as though this
truth were the sum and substance of everything to be proclaimed
by the prophets in the old dispensation, and echoed by the apostles
in the new; to be translated into all languages and transmitted to
every section of the habitable earth.” “To Him give all the proph-
ets witness that through His name, whosoever believeth on Him,
shall receive remission of sins. . .. This is truly to cite the
authority of the church. (For when all the holy prophets bear
witness, that is certainly a glorious, great, excellent, powerful de-
cretal and testimony.)” Apology, p. 39.

The confessors at Augsburg clearly saw that the doctrine of
justification by faith alone was the central doctrine of Scripture.
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In this doctrine they realized that not only an outpost was at
stake, but the very citadel of saving truth. And to have surren-
dered that would have been to surrender ell. In the Apology,
p. 32, we read: “In this controversy the chief topic of Christian
doctrine is treated, which, understood aright, illumines and ampli-
fies the honor of Christ (which is of special service for the clear,
correct understanding of the entire Holy Scriptures, and alone
shows the way to the unspeakable treasure and right knowledge
of Christ, and alone opens the door to the entire Bible).” In the
Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, p. 250, we read:
“This article concerning justification by faith is the chief article
in the entire Christian doctrine, . . . as Dr. Luther also has writ-
ten: ‘If this only doctrine remains pure on the battlefield, the
Christian church also remains pure, and in goodly harmony and
without any sects: but if it does not remain pure, it is not possible
that any error or fanatical spirit can be resisted.”” And their de-
termination to tenaciously cling to this central doctrine is em-
phatically expressed in the Schmalcald Articles, p. 137: “Of this
article nothing can be yielded or surrendered . . . even though
heaven and earth, and whatever will not abide should sink to ruin.”

In very truth, “the article of a standing and a falling church,”
vea, “and of a standing and a falling soul.”

But more. In the word of the gospel the confessors at Augs-
burg had found the divine act of justification itself. They clearly
saw that the divine judgment of justification is ever as near
us as the word of the gospel is near us. Paul especially empha-
sizes th's when he in Romans 10 compares man’s attainment of
the righteousness of the law with his attainment of the righteous-
ness of faith. “For Moses describeth the righteousness which is
of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by
them.” But between the righteousness of the law and man towers
a high, insurmountable barrier, namely, the perfect fulfillment of
that law. Since sinful man, however, never can perfectly keep
the law, the righteousness which the law offers is as far distant
from him as the east is from the west. But far, far otherwise is
the case with the righteousness of faith. For, “the righteousness
which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart,
Who shall ascend into heaven? . . . Or, Who shall descend into
the deep?” That is, think not that the righteousness of faith is
to be brought from a distance through your own strenuous efforts.
No, no, you need not betake yourself on a long journey, neither
into heaven, nor into the deep; for at close hand, nigh thee is the
Word, “even in thy mouth, and in thine heart: that is, the word
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of faith, which we preach.” If it be therefore asked, “Where can
I read and be assured of my justification before God?” the an-
swer is: In the word of the gospel, which promises, offers, gives,
and seals unto us the forgiveness of sins without the works of the
law. True, before the forgiveness of sins or our justification
could be present in the word of the gospel, Christ had to journey
from heaven. This he did when he became man. But as the
God-man, he also descended into the deep, into death and the
grave. And through this journey of Christ from heaven into the
deep, God has wrought a wonderful work of grace. He has rec-
onciled the sinful world unto himself, and then “committed unto
us the word of reconciliation.” Wherever, therefore, the word
of the gospel is, there is also the forgiveness of sins, or our justi-
fication ; and whoever believes the gospel, he also has the forgive-
ness of sins. Rome with her work-righteousness, the sects with
their denial of the means of grace, all modern theologians with
their denial of the vicarious atonement of Christ, send men off
on a long, long journey which has no end, just as though the Son
of God, our Savior, had not come from heaven or descended into
the deep, and deposited the forgivesness of sins in the gospel-
word. (Freely from Dr. F. Pieper’s Dogmatics, vol. 11, p. 613-
616.)

To prove that this was clearly seen and confessed by the con-
fessors at Augsburg, we shall quote a few lines from the Apology,
p. 37: “But God cannot be treated with, God cannot be appre-
hended, except through the Word. Accordingly, justification oc-
curs through the Word, just as Paul says, Rom. 1, 16: The Gos-
pel is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.
Likewise 10, 17: Faith cometh by hearing.”

Our faithful fathers were convinced that their doctrine was
built solely and entirely on the foundation of the word of God,
and therefore they were sure of their ground. Heaven and earth
might pass away, but this word would not fail them. This assur-
ance gave them determination to cling to, courage to confess, and
willingness to suffer for, this central truth. With Chancellor
Brueck as their spokesman, they exclaimed: “We maintain that
our confession is based on the Holy Word of God, and that it is
impossible to refute it. We consider it as the very truth of God,
and we hope by it to stand one day before the judgment seat of
the Lord.”

. 11

When it hath pleased God in his wisdom and mercy to justify

and save sinners by grace alone through faith, one of his pur-
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poses was that the object of man’s boasting should not in any
sense be himself, but Christ alone. “Not of works, lest any man
should boast.” Eph. 2, 9. “To the praise of the glory of his
(Christ’s) grace.” Eph. 1. 6.

But if Christ is to get the glory alone due his blessed Savior
name, then all man’s merits must be entirely excluded. This Scrip-
ture does emphatically and repeatedly. “Therefore we conclude
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”
Rom. 3, 28. Rome has never ceased to censor Luther in most bit-
ter terms for his translation of this passage, “allein durch den
Glauben,” by faith alone. But Scripture itself forces such a con-
clusion. For in justification, according to Secripture, faith and
works are not to be added, but works are to be subtracted. Ben-
gel makes this clear in terms of arithmetic. In this passage, Rom.
3, 28, mention is made of two things, faith and the deeds of the
law. Now Scripture itself subtracts one of these, viz., deeds or
works, leaving only faith left. Subtracting one from two, you
have only one left,

In another passage, Gal. 2, 16, the exclusion of man’s works
is emphatically stated not only once, or twice, but three times:
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the low,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Jesus Christ, and
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
man be justified.” How Scripture abounds in these exclusive par-
ticles! “Without the law,” “without works,” ‘“not of works,”
“without the deeds of the law.”

It is clear, then, if anything in the world is clear, that man’s
works, great or small, in any way, play no part in our justification
before God, but are on the contrary entirely excluded. Excluded
are not only outwardly good works, such as the works of the Phar-
isees, ancient and modern; but also spiritual good works, which
flow from faith, as the works of believing Abraham.

The moment a work, even the slightest work, is added to
faith,-or to grace, which is to say the same, then it is no more faith,
no more grace. “And if by grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is
no more grace; otherwise work is no more work.” Rom. 11, 6.

And ever-faithful to Scripture, our Confessions entirely ex-
clude man’s works from his justification before God. In the ar-
ticle before us we read: “Also they teach that man cannot be jus-
tified before God by their own strength, merits, or works.” We
note that the antithesis or forkastelsessats comes first. First the
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ruins of man’s works must be cleared away before the building of
salvation could be erected on the foundation of the God-man, our
Savior’s work.

In the Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, p. 250,
we read: “Concerning the righteousness of faith before God we
believe, teach, and confess unanimously . . . that poor, sinful man
is justified before God, that is, absolved and declared {ree and
exempt from all his sins, and from the sentence of well-deserved
condemnation, and adopted into sonship and heirship of eternal
life, without any merit or worth of our own, also without any
preceding, present, of any suhsequent works.”

And even more emphatically are the merits of man excluded
from his justification before God in the following words of this
same Declaration, p. 253: “Through the exclusive particles ‘by
grace,” ‘without merit,” ‘without works,” ‘not of works,” all our
own works, merit, worthiness, glory, and confidence in all our
works shall not be constituted or regarded as either the cause or
merit of justification, neither entirely, nor half, nor in the least
part, upon which God could or ought to look, or we to rely in this
article and action.”

But if the cause or ground of man’s justification before God
is not found in anything in man, where then is it found? Scrip-
ture replies: “Being justified freely by his grace through the re-
demption which is in Christ Jesus.” Rom. 3, 24. Here two causes
for a sinner’s justification are mentioned: First, the grace of God,
commonly called the impelling or moving ground; and the second,
which is really included in the first, in that it has its source in the
first, “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,” commonly called
the meritorious, or deserving cause. Moved by his gracious dis-
position, his eternal love and compassion towards sinners, God sent
his only Son to redeem, free, save the world of sinners. This
Christ did by his active and passive obedience, by his perfect ful-
fillment of the law in man’s stead, and by his innocent sufferings
and death on the cross of shame for the sins of the world. And
through his redemptive work, Christ has earned a full and free
forgiveness of sins for all mankind, and an eternal righteousness
which alone can avail before God. “God hath made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him.” 2 Cor. 5, 21. Blessed barter! O grace over
all grace!

The Fourth Article of the Augsburg Confession speaks the
same language: “But are justified freely for Christ’s sake, through
faith, when they believe that they are received into favor, and that
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their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake, who, by his death, has
made satisfaction for our sins.”

Likewise the Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, p.
250: “Concerning the righteousness of faith bhefore God we be-
lieve, teach, and confess, . . . that poor sinful man is justified
before God out of pure grace, because of the sole merit, complete
obedience, bitter suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord
Christ alone, whose obedience is reckoned to us for righteousness.”

Clearly the faithful confessors at Augsburg saw and con-
fessed that giving man any, or the very least credit for his justifi-
cation meant nothing less than depriving Christ of the glory alone
due his Savior name. In the Apology they rightly accuse their
opponents of “obscuring the glory and benefits of Christ” by their
work-righteousness. “Thus they bury Christ, so that man cannot
avail themselves of him a Mediator.” ‘“Those who deny that faith
justifies, teach nothing but the law, both Christ and the gospel
being set aside.” “Trusting in our own fulfillment of the law is
sheer idolatry and blaspheming Christ.”

No, “Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory,
for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake,” they humbly confessed
with the Psalmist. Verily God’s is the glory. And he is jealous
of his glory. “I am the Lord; that is my name: and my glory
will T not give unto another.” Is. 42, 8.

And when the Lord in astonishment asks if his people are go-
ing to rob him of such earthly things as tithes, “Will a man rob
God ?” Mal. 3, 8, how much worse, aye, what a to-heaven-crying
sin it must be accounted in God’s eyes, when we rob his Son of the
glory due his Savior name alone! For by so doing we not only rob
Christ of his glory, but steal from him the heard-earned fruits of
his bitter passion, and when we bring others to believe this false
doctrine, rob dearly redeemed souls of life and salvation, of heav-
en’s bliss. '

When, then, does Christ receive the glory due his Savior
name? Alone when we as bankrupt sinners draw on the inex-
haustible treasures of his grace. Greater honor than this we can-
not show our Savior, whereas greater disrespect and dishonor
cannot be shown him than by bringing to him the filthy rags of
our own righteousness.

I11.

But not only in order that Christ should receive the glory due
his Savior name, has it pleased God to justify and save sinners
by grace alone through faith, but also in order that sinners might
have a sure and complete comfort. “Therefore it is of faith, that



60

it might be by grace; to the end that the promise might be sure
to all the seed.” Rom. 4, 16.

God is very much concerned that his people shall be com-
forted. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem.” But how were his people
to be comforted? By preaching the law? By urging them to
good works, and to reliance on self? No, no, that would only
drive them ever deeper into despair, but by directing them to the
soul-struggles of Christ, and his righteousness. “Cry unto her,
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned:
for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”
Is. 40, 1-2.

The confessors at Augsburg realized that only through the
doctrine of justification by faith alone could sinners find complete
comfort. We quote a few statements {rom the Apology: “They,
the adversaries, place men on a sand foundation, their own works.
They drive timid consciences to despair, which, laboring with
doubt, never can experience what faith is, and how efficacious it
is; thus at last they utterly despair.” “Against God’s wrath our
merits or our love would be tossed aside like a little feather by a
hurricane.” “If the matter were to depend upon our merits, the
promise would be uncertain and useless, because we never could
determine when we would have sufficient merit. And this ex-
perienced consciences can easily understand, and would not for a
thousand worlds have our salvation depend upon ourselves. Be-
ing justified by faith, we have peace with God, i. e., we have con-
sciences that are tranquil and joyful before God.”

And the reason why poor sinners could find no complete com-
fort in the doctrine of the Catholic church was that they did not
understand what the Scriptural doctrine of justification was. “For
since the adversaries neither understand what the remission of
sins, nor what faith, nor what grace, nor what righteousness is,
they sadly corrupt this topic, and obscure the glory and benefits
of Christ, and rob devout consciences of the consolations offered
in Christ.” Apology, p. 32.
~ Our fathers, therefore, took special pains to explain, in the
light of Scripture, the terms involved in this  doctrine.

They insisted with Scripture that justification means to de-
clare just, and not to make just; that it is a forensic, judicial act
of God, not a creative act; that it means to pronounce or account
righteous, and not to infuse righteousness. “Accordingly, the
word justify here means to declare righteous and free from sins,
and to absolve one from eternal punishment for the sake of
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Christ’s righteousness, which is imputed by God to faith.” For-
mula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, p. 251. How could sin-
ners ever find comfort, if they were directed to the righteousness
in their own hearts, instead of to the righteousness earned by
Christ, and given and sealed to them in the gospel? Christ’s right-
eousness is perfect, whereas man’s righteousness, even the great-
est earthly saint’s, ever imperfect.

Our fathers also guarded carefully against making a work
out of faith, for that, too, would rob sinners of complete comfort.
How clearly and comfortingly they define faith! “Faith is that
my whole heart takes to itself this treasure, viz., the promise of the
remission of sins and justification. It is not my doing, not my
presenting or giving, not my work or preparation, but that a heart
comforts itself, and is perfectly confident with respect to this,
namely, that God makes a present and gift to us, and not we to
him, that he sheds upon us every treasure of grace in Christ.”
Apology, p. 36. Scripture nowhere states that we are justified be-
cause of faith, or on account of faith, but always through faith or
by faith. “For faith justifies and saves, not on the ground that
it is a work in itself worthy, but only because it receives the prom-
ised mercy.” Apology, p. 36. Faith is, therefore, never the ground
of justification, but only the means. Faith is the empty hand,
which receives and holds the merits of Christ. Faith in itself
does not save, but Christ, whom faith clings to, does save. The
virtue of faith lies in the virtue of its object. We must be on our
guard against making a saviour out of faith, against placing our
reliance upon our faith. This is a real temptation to many. Hear-
. ing, that to be justified we must have faith, they, we, are soon oc-
cupied with an anxious analysis of our faith. “Do I trust
enough?” is anxiously asked; instead of asking, “Is not Jesus
Christ, as pictured in the gospel, great and gracious enough for
me to rely upon?” “The soul that trusts in Christ alone has his
feet on the Rock, and he knows it, not by feeling for his feet, but
by touching the Rock.”

But Rome does not only misunderstand the Scriptural defini-
tion of justification, and of faith, but even pronounces a curse
thereon. We quote from the 12th Canon of the Council of Trent:
“When any one says, that justifying faith is nothing but a reliance
upon divine mercy, which forgives sins for Christ’s sake, or that
it is this reliance alone that justifies, let him be accursed.” Surely,
this must be the soul-destroying voice of the antichrist.

But no sinner has ever found true comfort, no sinner ever
will find comfort who huilds his hope of salvation on anything
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save the grace of God in Christ Jesus. For when in the light of
God’s holy law the sinner is brought to see himself as he really is,
he finds no good in himself. With Paul he is brought to confess
in despair: “I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no
good thing.” Rom. 7, 18. His conscience accuses and terrifies
him. He finds nothing but sin even in his best works. And how
can he ever be certain that he has enough good works, or that they
are of the right quality? Never! Well-known is Luther’s state-
ment, that if his salvation were dependent only on his proper pray-
ing of the Lord’s Prayer, he would be lost.

What despair filled Luther’s heart as long as he was strug-
gling under the law, seeking righteousness before God through its
fulfillment. Not until his eyes were graciously opened to see his
Savior’s work for him, that sinners were justified by trusting in
his righteousness, did peace and joy enter his sin-sick, grace-
hungry soul .“Presently I felt,” he says, “that T had been en-
tirely born anew, and that T here” (namely, in the doctrine of jus-
tification by faith alone) “found a door wide open and leading
straightway into Paradise.”

Glorious and comforting indeed is the doctrine of justi-
fication by faith alone to him that has learned to" know his sin-
need, and rather than lose this comfort, he would a thousand times
lose worlds if he had them. For when my eyes have been opened,
not only to this or that sin in me, but to my sinfulness, which has
made my whole being leprous as snow: when I with all my at-
tempts at self-improvement realize that I am only become more
sinful; when I have suffered shipwreck of everything, and can-
not find so much as a straw to cling to; when I in my Christianity
feel cold and empty, entirely lacking in all good ; when I find noth-
ing in me as it should be, no real repentance, no true prayer, noth-
ing but wretchedness, and it seems that I must perish in my
anguish—how comforting then the glorious message resounds
that God justifies the ungodly, and that we are justified freely, and
‘that therefore it is God’s will that we shall come to him with all
our sins, and receive forgiveness gratis, without money and with-
out price! (Freely translated {from an essay on Justification,
Synodalberetning, 1903, p. 105, by Dr. Johs. Ylvisaker.)

“The righteousness, therefore, which we have by faith, is our
sole trust and stay. It is the great sheet anchor of the ship of
faith in which we are sailing heavenward across the tempest-tossed
sea of this life; we lower it when the mad waves threaten destruc-
tion; it sinks; it catches in the Rock of Ages; it holds with firm
grasp and keeps us unmoved while the surges sweep over the main-
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deck, and carry off masts, rigging and all. This righteousness is
our pilgrim’s fare, our manna and water, on our journey to the
Canaan which is ahove; it is the pillow on which we finally lay our
weary head, when, with the shades of death gathering about our
breaking eyes, we lie down like Jacob on the barren heath of this
dreary and desolate world, and go to sleep, and in blissful dreams
behold visions of paradise and God’s angels descending to 1ift us
up and carry us home to the glory of the righteous, to the saints
in light.” (From an essay on Justification, read before the Augus-
tana E. L. Conference, p. 32-33.)

To this comforting doctrine our faithful fathers tenaciously
clung, this doctrine they poyfully confessed; and as true sons and
daughters of the Reformation, we shall, we will do likewise.

And with our pious fathers we pray in conclusion: “Lord
Jesus Christ, it is thy holy gospel, it is thy cause; look thou upon
the many troubled hearts and consciences, and maintain and
strengthen in thy truth thy churches and little flocks, who suffer
anxiety and distress from the devil. Confound all hypocrisies and
lies, and grant peace and unity, so that thy glory may advance, and
thy kingdom, strong against all the gates of hell, may continually
grow and increase.” Preface to the Apology, p. 28.



The 16th Article of the Augsburg Confession.

By Rev. Geo. LILLEGARD.

“Of Civil Affairs, they teach, that lawful civil ordinances are
good works of God, and that it is right for Christians to bear civil
office, to sit as judges, to determine matters by the Imperial and
other existing laws, to award just punishment, to engage in just
wars, to serve as soldiers, to make legal contracts, to hold proper-
ty, to make oath when required by the magistrates, to marry, to be
given in marriage.

“They condemn the Anabaptists who forbid these civil offices
to Christians. They condemn also those who do not place the
perfection of the gospel in the fear of God and in faith, but in
forsaking evil offices; for the gospel teaches an eternal righteous-
ness of the heart. Meanwhile, it does not destroy the State or
the family, but especially requires their preservation as ordinances
of God, and in such ordinances the exercise of charity. There-
fore, Christians are necessarily bound to obey their own magi-
strates and laws, save only when commanded to sin, for then they
ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 5, 29).” (Tr. by Dr.
H. E. Jacobs, 1916.)

The two great principles of the Reformation: The Sole
Authority of Scripture in matters of faith and life; and Justifica-
tion by Faith without the works of the Law, destroyed the foun-
dation of the whole papal system. One of the corollaries of these
two principles, which was of the greatest importance in the prac-
tical working out of the Reformation, was the principle expressed
in the 16th article, of Civil Affairs, that states, lawful govern-
ments, are instituted of God, and therefore cannot properly con-
flict in any manner with God’s church. Where conflict arises, it is
either because the state interferes, contrary to God’s purpose, with
the church, or because the church, likewise contrary to God’s com-
mands, interferes with the state. Therefore it is necessary for
God’s children to distinguish clearly between these two institu-
tions of God and their functions, so that they will be able to dis-
charge their duties toward each in a truly Christian manner. This
principle we call the “Principle of the Separation of Church and
State.” We cannot here touch upon all the various ways in which
this principle concerns us today, but shall try to indicate some of
the main points on which we as adherents of the Augsburg Con-
fession must stand fast against the dangerous tendencies of
our day.
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Much of the confusion of thought that prevails with regard
to this principle undoubtedly must be traced to a failure to under-
stand the temporary nature of the theocratic state God established
in Israel. Here state and church were united under one invisible
head : the Lord himself, who was represented on earth by priests,
judges, and kings, as the visible agents of his rule. But the whole
tabernacle and temple service, the ceremonial laws, the sacrifices,
the priesthood,—in short, the whole ecclesiastical system of the
Jewish people——all were fulfilled in Christ, and therefore done
away with entirely in their old form, when he came. So, too, the
whole civil system, the laws and government, the royal throne, and
earthly glory and power of the Jewish nation were fulfilled in
Christ, and therefore done away with entirely when he came.
All these things, in the Jewish state as well as church, were “fig-
ures,” types, patterns of the great High Priest, the great King of
Kings, of David’s line, that was to come. They had served their
purpose when Christ came. And to go back to those old “shad-
ows” when the glorious Sun of righteousness himself has arisen,
is to turn one’s back upon God and to worship his creation instead
of his person.

Since Christ appeared, God has established no theocratic

kingdom on earth like that in Israel. Christ and his apostles teach
us in the most emphatic language that his kingdom is not of this
world. Tt is a spiritual kingdom whose boundaries are the bound-
less heavens and eternity, which has its capital and headquarters
in the hearts of reborn men, which carries on its campaigns and
wins its conquests, not by sword or diplomacy, but by the divine
power of God’s own word. The destruction of the Jewish nation,
their scattering over the face of the earth, ought to be sufficient
to make the most blinded fanatic understand that God will no
longer have a kingdom such as that he once called his own in Ca-
naan. If not, such fanatics only draw down upon themselves a
fate like that of the Jewish nation, as the history of the world
teaches us again and again.
‘ Christ and his apostles teach us also in the clearest language
that the governments and kingdoms of this world are all to be
recoghized as instituted of God for the regulation of the material,
temporal affairs of men on this earth. In all such matters, Chris-
tians are in duty bound to obey the powers that be. Only when
the state oversteps the limits of its authority and commands that
which is against the word of God dare the true Christian refuse
obedience. Then he should endure all things, yes, give up life it-
self, rather than deny his Lord or any iota of his word.
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Therefore, early Christians sought no political power or fa-
vors, but preached the saving gospel among Jews and Gentiles,
without troubling themselves about making any one government
“Christian” in all its laws and ordinances. So long as the church
was separated from the state, because the latter was heathen or
even hostile, the church grew and prospered. It was when kings
and emperors were won to Christianity, and the church found it-
self wealthy and powerful in all that the world counts great, that
degeneration set in. Soon state and church were no longer sep-
arate, but sought each other’s support or competed with each other
for the mastery of the world. This fusion and confusion of church
and state it was which produced the great Anti-Christ, that son of
perdition, who exalts himself above all that is called God; so that
he as God sits in the temple of God, and demands for himself
recognition as the sole Head of both church and state, the infal-
lible voice of God upon earth. The whole disgraceful history of
the Middle Ages with its scandalous records of the wars and in-
trigues and bestial deeds of the self-styled “Most Holy Fathers”
in Rome, . . . the depths of infamy which the church then
reached in doctrine and life, . . . was the natural result.

The restoration of pure Christianity which Luther by God’s
grace worked 400 years ago meant also a restoration of the prin-
ciple of the separation of church and state. Luther insisted that
the church had no right or power to interfere in any manner with
the civil government. Thus, in his “Appeal to the German No-
bility,” he says: “Is it not ridiculous that the pope pretends to be
the lawful heir to the empire? Who gave it to him? Was it Je-
sus Christ, when he said : “T'he kings of the Gentiles, exercise lord-
ship over them, but it shall not be so among you’? (Luke 22, 25-6).
How is it possible to govern an empire, and at the same time
preach, pray, study, and take care of the poor? ‘No man that
warreth,” says St. Paul, ‘entangleth himself with the affairs of
this life.” (II Tim. 2, 4.) Yet the pope, who pretends to be the
leader of the church militant, entangles himself with the affairs
of this life more than any emperor or king. We must relieve him
from all this toil! Let the emperor put the bible and a prayer-
book into the pope’s hands, in order that he may leave the cares
of government to kings, and confine himself to preaching and
praying.” And the 28th Article of the Augsburg Confession, on
the Power of Bishops, defines clearly what the domain of the
church and that of the state is. The following is enough to indi-
cate the teaching of this article: “Therefore the power of the
church and the civil power must not be confounded. The power
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of the church has its own commission, to teach the gospel and to
administer the sacraments. Let it not break into the office of
another; let it not transfer the kingdoms of this world; let it not
abrogate the laws of civil rulers; let it not abolish lawful obedi-
ence; let it not interfere with judgments concerning civil ordi-
nances or contracts; let it not prescribe laws to civil rulers con-
cerning the form of the commonwealth. As Christ says (John
18, 35) : ‘My kingdom is not of this world’; also (Luke 12, 14):
‘Who made me a judge or a divider over you? Paul also says:
(Phil. 3, 20): ‘Our citizenship is in heaven’; (II Cor. 10, 4):
“The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the casting down of imaginations.” After this manner,
our teachers discriminate between the duties of both these powers,
and command that both be honored and acknowledged as gifts and
blessings of God.”

Luther also taught clearly that the state should not seek to
control the church in its spiritual work. In his writings, he pic-
tured a church, ruled by its own spiritual priests and kings, in true
democratic manner, without aid of interference from the state.
But in the practical working out of the church organization of his
own time, Luther did rely upon the Protestant princes and gov-
ernments to help establish the evangelical churches. The ignor-
ance of the common people being so great, he thought it necessary
to depend upon the enlightened naobility to take the lead in bring-
ing the gospel to them. However, this he did always under the
restriction that no force should be used to compel adherence to
Christian doctrine. He insisted that Christians should not take to
the sword to defend themselves against their enemies, but should
rely upon spiritual weapons alone. True liberty of conscience
was to be allowed in every Lutheran state. The Anabaptists, the
Zwickau prophets, the other such fanatics were condemned by
Luther as roundly as was the pope himself. But Luther warned
his elector against using violent measures to suppress their vaga-
ries. Thus he wrote to Spalatin, when the “Zwickau prophets”
were threatening to undo all the good of his own work at Witten-
berg: “Beware of throwing them into prison. Let not the prince
dip his hand in the blood of these new prophets.” And so, even
such, none too friendly historians as D’Aubigne, must admit that
“Luther went far beyond his age, and even beyond many other
reformers, on the subject of religious liberty.”

Thus, the force of circumstances brought about that union
of church and state, in a modified and comparatively innocuous
form, that we find to this day in the Lutheran countries, Germany,
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Sweden, Denmark, Norway, etc. It was not until Lutheranism
was transplanted to this country, free America, that it was given
an opportunity to work out in practice the principles which were
inherent in its system of doctrine from the beginning.

Unfortunately for the future of Protestant Christianity, the
other Reformers were not so clear as Luther was on the spiritual
nature of Christ’s kingdom and the necessity of separating it from
the civil government. The Anabaptists, the Zwinglians, the Cal-
vinists, etc., showed their lack of a thorough understanding of
Biblical Christianity, and proved that they possessed “another
spirit” than Luther, also by the way in which they continually con-
fused church and state. Although they, indeed, opposed the pre-
tentions of the pope, they set up in many cases almost as dan-
gerous pretentions to civil power. “Extremes meet.” And the
extreme reformers differed after all little from those they sought
to reform. Carlstadt sought to impose the Old Testament civil
law upon his people, as though the Christian church today were
to be a theocracy like the Jewish state of old; thus copying the
pope in legislating for the people in all matters. The Anabaptists,
especially the fanatics who for a time controlled Miinster, sought
by fire and sword to introduce the Reformation, even as the pope
in like manner sought to force his religion on the people. They
set up socialistic states, where all property was held in common,
thus forcing the communal system of the monks and nuns upon
all their people. Their church leaders claimed to be inspired of
God and to be guided by the Holy Spirit in everything they did,
thus out-doing the popes in their claims to infallibility. They
claimed the right to rule the state, and set themselves up as kings
and lords, whose word was law, thus vieing with the pope in his
claims of temporal power. Finally, they indulged in the wildest
excesses, murder and fornication and riotous living, such as only
the worst of the popes can be said to have outdone them in com-
mitting.

Zwingli from the very beginning sought to use the power of
the state to carry through his reforms, He himself was both ma-
gistrate and preacher, military leader and shepherd of souls. His
false principles resulted in disastrous civil wars and his own ig-
nominous death on the battlefield. Calvin saw more clearly the
dangers of this union of church and state and sought to make the
church wholly independent of the state. But at the same time,
he used the power of the state to enforce the laws and regulations
of the church and even to persecute heretics, as when he ordered
Servetus, the Spanish Unitarian, burned at the stake for his her-
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etical teachings. The continual mixing into politics of the Re-
formed leaders had much to do with bringing about the situation
which resulted in the religious wars of the later Reformation
period. “They that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”
And the Protestant church which made such phenomenal progress
throughout all Christendom so long as it relied upon spiritual
weapons, the yower of the written, printed, and spoken word
alone, received a serious set-back when it took to the sword.

“Times change,” they say. But the Bible says, “There is
nothing new under the sun.” And so, through all the changes
in external conditions and circumstances, we find the situation
much the same today as in Luther’s time. The Catholic pope
makes the same claims to temporal power today as then. e still
holds the “two keys”; he still claims to represent God upon earth,
and as such can owe no king nor government any obedience, but
requires obedience of them all. He has today succeeded in getting
those claims recognized in a manner by Italy and most of the great
powers. Ambassadors are sent to his court as to that of other
states. Even in “iree and Protestant America,” he wields a polit-
ical power which few politicians dare to challenge in any public
manner. Smith’s defeat at the last election notwithstanding, the
Catholic church in this country is undoubtedly one of the strongest
and most closely-knit political organizations in existence.

And now, too, “the extremes meet.”” The Reformed churches,
who seem to be the most different from the Catholic church in
their whole spirit and who have gone farthest away from it in
their zedl for reform, come back to it in their striving after civil,
political power, or in other ways. Some of them, like the Men-
nonites, imitate the monks in their contempt of all civil offices and
hold that he who would be a truly holy Christian cannot serve in
any governmental office. The Reformed Presbyterian church is
continually agitating for that our Constitution should officially
" recognize God as King and his word as the source of its authority ;
and teaches that a Christian should not hold office in a govern-
ment that fails to include these articles in its constitution. Thus
it really adopts the papistic principle that every government or
civil authority must recognize its dependence upon God if it is to
be recognized by Christians; from which would follow logically,
that it is in a subordinate position in relation to God’s representa-
tive on earth, the pope or the Christian church. The Quakers,
Mennonites and other sects hold it as a cardinal principle that it is
wrong for the state to carry on wars; therefore, that it is wrong
for Christians to serve as soldiers; also that it is wrong to make
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oath when required by the magistrates. Some communistic sects,
like the Shakers, Perfectionists, etc., have copied the pope in that
doctrine of devils that it is wrong, or at least incompatible with the
truest holiness, to marry or be given in marriage; or to hold pri-
vate property.

Even in the larger, and originally more conservative Re-
formed church there are strong movements that tend to commit
these churches more and more to anti-biblical, papistic principles
and practices. The defunct, and quite unmourned, Inter-Church
World Movement sought to erect nothing less than a Protestant
papacy, a sort of inter-locking directorate of all Protestant
churches, which should make them a force able to function united-
ly in all matters of political and civil importance. The Federal
Council of Churches has sought, in a less ostentatious and more
polite manner, to carry out the program which the Inter-Church
World Movement so ignominiously failed to “put across.” But
is has been meddlesome enough in affairs of state to call forth
strong protests from leading statemen. Thus Rep. Geo. Holden
Tinkham of Boston has recently assailed the council for its poli-
tical activities. His statement, as reported in the press on May
21, will be of interest here: “The constitution of the Federal
Council declares that the council is organized to secure a larger
combined influence for the churches of Christ in all matter affect-
ing the moral and social condition of the people, so as to promote
the application of the law of Christ in every relation of human life.
This provision of the constitution of the Federal Council as at
present interpreted by the Federal Council is a violation of the
principle of the separation of church and state. . . . Having set
up the revolutionary doctrine that state and church shall no longer
be separate, the one not to interfere with the other, this organiza-
tion is lending what influence it possesses to have the United
States join the League of Nations . . .” This same Federal
Council is carrying on an aggressive pacifist propaganda against-
all wars, seeking to imbue our youth especially with pacifist ideas,
so that they will sign pledges never to go to war or aid in any way
“the prosecution of war. The anti-Christian character of these
principles may be seen also from the circumstance that the final
source and origin of much of this propaganda is the anti-Christian
Bolshevist government in Russia. The literature of this organi-
zation is permeated by communistic ideas with regard to property
rights also. Having confused entirely the functions of church and
state, they seek to regulate the state by “the law of Christ,” and
to force that law upon every one in business and industry, with
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the aid of the state. In similar spirit, even the Stockholm Con-
ference said: “In the name of the gospel, we have affirmed that
industry should not be hased solely on the desire for individual
profit, but that it should be conducted for the service of the com-
munity.”

Concerning such ideas, the Apology of the Augsburg Con-
fession says, under Article XVI: “Concerning these subjects, our
theologians have written more fully, because the monks diffused
many pernicious opinions in the church. They called a commu-
nity of property the polity of the gospel; they gave the advice not
to hold property, not to vindicate oneself at law, not to have wife
and child. These opinions greatly obscure the gospel and the
spiritual kingdom, and are dangerous to the commonwealth. For
the gospel does not destroy the state or the family, buying, selling,
and other civil regulations, but much rather approves them, and
bids us obey them as a divine ordinance, not only on account of
punishment, but also on account of conscience. It is also a most
vain delusion that it is Christian perfection not to hold property.
For Christian perfection consists not in the contempt of civil or-
dinances, but in dispositions of the heart, in great fear of God, in
great faith, just as Abraham, David, Daniel, even in great wealth
and while exercising civil power, were no less perfect than any
hermits. But the monks have extended this outward hypocricy
before the eyes of men, so that it could not be seen in what things
true perfection exists. With what praises have they brought for-
ward this communion of property, as though it were evangelical !
But these praises have the greatest danger, especially since they
differ much from the Scriptures. For Scripture does not com-
mand that property be common, but the Law of the Decalogue,
when it says (Ex. 20, 15): “Thou shalt not steal,” distinguishes
rights of ownership, and commands each one to hold what is
his own.” .

In the face of these clear declarations of our Lutheran con-
fessions, even many so-called Lutherans have been along, in the
Federal Council of Churches and the Stockholm Conference, in
calling upon business and industry “in the name of the gospel” to
conduct their affairs “for the service of the community,”—which
is but another way of expressing “those silly monastic opinions”
that our confessions condemn.

The Apology of the Augsburg Confession exposes also the
fallacies of the pacifist propaganda in these words: “Julian the
apostate, Celsus and very many others made the objection to
Christians, that the gospel would rend asunder states, because it
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prohibited legal redress, and taught certain other things not at all
suited to political association. These questions . . . can be most
readily explained, if we keep in mind the fact that the gospel does
not introduce laws concerning the civil state, but is the remission
of sins, and the begining of a new life in the hearts of believers;
besides that it not only approves outward governments, but sub-
ject us to them (Rom. 13, 1), just as we have been necessarily
placed under the laws of the seasons, the changes of winter and
summer, as divine ordinances. The gospel forbids private redress,
and Christ inculcates this so frequently with the design that the
apostles should not think that they ought to seize the governments
from those who held otherwise, just as the Jews dreamed con-
cerning the kingdom of Messiah ;—but that they might know that
they ought to teach concerning the spiritual kingdom that it does
not change the civil state. Therefore private redress is prohibited
not by advice, but by command (Matt. 5, 39; Ron. 12, 19).
Public redress, which is made through the office of the magistrate,
is not advised against, but 1s commanded, and is a work of God,
according to Paul (Rom. 13, 1 ff.). Now the different kinds of
public redress are legal decisions, capital punishment, wars, mili-
tary service. Concerning these matters, how incorrectly many
writers have judged is manifest from the fact that they have been
in the error that the gospel is an external, new and monastic form
of government, and that they have not seen that the gospel brings
eternal righteousness to hearts, while it outwardly approves the
civil state.”

This inability to distinguish between the functions of the
church and those of the state characterizes practically all the Re-
formed churches, both Fundamentalists and Modernists. The lat-
ter are frankly interested only in “bringing the kingdom of God
to this earth,” that is, in social reforms, economic and political
progress. The former are usually Chiliasts who dream, like the
Jews of old, of a time when the church shall rule this world; and
like their Modernist brethren seek to control the state for their
ends or to force upon the state their own peculiar views on prohi-
‘bition, education,—what not. To Fundamentalists as to Modern-
ists, political reform, pacifistic principles, zeal for social better-
nient are too often the great things for which Christians should
strive, rather than the spiritual gifts, faith, hope and love. There-
fore it is that so many now hail the noted Indian pacifist, Mahatma
Gandhi, pantheist or atheist though he really is, as a Christian.
Thus Dr. Conrad, noted Fundamentalist of Boston, recently called
Gandhi “a true disciple of Christ,—who is teaching his people the
meastreless power of a life like that of Jesus”(!!)
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But we can come closer home. Qur Norwegian-American
Lutheran church is not free from this tendency to confuse the
functions of church and state. There are all too many who seek
to use the influence of the church as an organization in order to
put through legislation in which it is interested, whether against
the teaching of evolution in our schools, or for the teaching of
religion in state-supported schools, or for prohibition, etc. The
largest Norwegian Lutheran church, in its English official organ,
devotes a considerable amount of space to the discussion of po-
litical and social questions which the church as church should leave
strictly alone, so that we for our part find it quite a convenient
source of information on developments in those fields, rather than
in the field of Christian theology. And the Norwegian organ for
some time carried on a strong campaign for state legislation
against the teaching of evolution in public schools. It is true, the
Christian citizen in our republic has the duty to use his influence
as a citizen that good and just laws may be made and an honest
government maintained. But no church publication, no church .
officer, no church organization, can as such thus seek to influence
legislation and government without transgressing against the
principle of the separation of church and state. It makes no dif-
ference here whether that influence be exerted in a good cause or
not. The principle involved is of greater importance than any
cause that could be named. Let us, e. g., grant that prohibition
is a good cause. But the Methodist Board of Temperance, the
Anti-Saloon League, and many other church organizations have
made themselves public nuisances, according to prominent states-
men today, in their lobbying for legislation on that issue. And
so, too, our Lutheran church will only make of itself a public
nuisance if it, as a church, enters upon any program for legis-
lative reform on any question whatsoever. Let these church edi-
tors, who have so much to say about politics and civic matters,
remember what Luther told the pope: “We must relieve him
from all this toil! Let the emperor put the bible and a prayer-
book into the pope’s hands, in order that he may leave the cares
of government to kings, and confine himself to preaching and
praying.” The Christian church, the Christian ministry, the
Christian press have enough to do in preaching the Word and
praying for the success of that Word. Let them leave all civil,
social, and political- matters to those whom God has called to at-
tend to such matters, whether they be heathen, Christian, Jew or
Turk. Thus, and thus only, will the Christian church prosper
and Christian principles and ideas eventually permeate society so
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thoroughly that they will be reflected also in the state and its laws.
Our confessions have good reason for saying: “Let not the church
prescribe laws to civil rulers . . .”

Concerning the un-Lutheran tendencies thus revealed in the
Norwegian Lutheran church, our own “Lutheran Sentinel” said,
in an article by P. Y. (Feb. 5, 1930) : “After having used three
columns in advocating farm relief and feeling sorry that so much
money is being used for armies and navies, the editor of the Lu-
theran Church Herald (Jan. 14, 1930) suggests that some of this
money be spent ‘to educate people about the foolishness of exces-
sive armaments, for improvements, for food and clothing and the
comforts of life.” Then he closes with the wish, ‘Let us hope that
in the new year we shall make progress in our efforts to promote
a Christian civilization.’

“To urge the substitution of plowshares for swords sounds
fine, but is it prophesying according to the proportion of faith,
that is, is it Scripture? . . . And ‘a Christian civilization’! Does
the editor mean freedom from war, and a good supply of food?
The inference from the context leads to that conclusion. But we
cannot believe he means that, for ‘the kingdom of God is not
meat or drink,” nor good prices, nor even fewer cannon. A ‘Chris-
tian civilization,” if it means anything, would be a community and
nation governed by Christianity. The world a Christian congre-
gation? Has Millenialism, which has made backdoor calls, now
been admitted to the front room of the Herald? The Lutheran
Church Herald today reminds one of a first baseman that catches
the ball, but has his foot off the base. For it is beating the air,
it is marching where it has no command to go. Soon it will have
nothing distinctive to commend it to the consciences of men. For,
after all, it is a wholesome doctrine, this, that the church shall not
attempt to regulate society. To do so is neither American nor
Lutheran. 1t is Babelian; it is building a tower displeasing to
God; it is taking down the church and the state and using the
bricks thereof for the erection of a new building, specifications
for which are not found in the Bible.

“We need not be surprised if the glorious light of the Scrip-
tural teaching of the separation of church and state will virtually
die out in America. We have not been worthy of the blessing.
In the twilight of the world, the church, like the apostle, will
preach the gospel in chains.”

But whatever other churches do, our duty is plain: To stick
to the principle of the separation of church and state, no matter
how unpopular that principle may become. If we are to do that,
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however, we must hold fast the fundamental principles of the Ref-
ormation: the Scriptures as our only authority, and Justification
by Faith without the works of the law. Making the Scriptures
our only authority means that we, first, will adhere to its teach-
ings with regard to the functions of God’s two distinct institu-
tions, the church and the state; then also we shall not find it
necessary or advisable to appeal to, or lean on, any other authority
than that ommipotent Word in order to further God’s kingdom.
Where men seek by laws or the arm of temporal power to pro-
mote the cause of God’s church, it is because they in reality lack
faith in the divine power of God’s inspired word. They lean on
human authorities, hecause they have not learned to rest their
whole cause on God’s authority. Adherence to the second prin-
ciple, Justification by faith without the works of the law, means
that we will seek to save the world by the preaching of the gospel,
not by the works of the law, or by any manner of legislation,
however perfect that legislation in itself may be. To illustrate:
The true Christian seeks to save men from drunkenness and all
other vices by preaching Christ crucified as the Savior from sim.
The legalist, the Christian who has not yet learned to adhere fully
to the principle of justification by faith, seeks to save men from
drunkenness by passing prohibition laws, and from other vices
by similar laws. Because he does not remain faithful to the fun-
damental Christian and Lutheran principles, he does not keep the
principle of the separation of church and state inviolate either.
It is comparatively easy to keep the water pure all along its
course, if only the fountainhead be pure. But water defiled at its
source can grow only more dangerous as it flows on. Then, let
us remain entirely true to the first principles of the Bible and our
confessions, and we shall not find ourselves becoming untrue to
such principles as those embodied in the 16th article of the Augs-
burg Confession.



Attempts to Alter the Augsburg Confession
By Rev. J. E. THoEN '

The Augsburg Confession was delivered to the emperor at
the diet of Augsburg on the 25th of June, 1530. Tt was deliv-
ered in two manuscripts, one in Latin and one in German. The
emperor desired that the Latin copy should he read, but since the
diet was held on German soil, the Elector John asked that the
German copy be read. This was granted and Dr. Chr. Beyer,
the Saxon chancellor, read the German copy. Both manuscripts
were given to the emperor. He kept the Latin manuscript for
himself and gave the German manuscript to the imperial chan-
cellor, the elector and Archbishop Albrecht, to he preserved in
the imperial archives at Mainz. These two manuscripts are the
official docttments and the true texts of the Augshurg Confession.
Both these original manuscripts have been lost, probably destroyed
by the Catholics. We need not, however, be in doubt concerning
our present text. There is ample proof that it is in full accord
with the original manuscripts. The emperor had, indeed, ex-
pressly forbidden to print the confession, but there were, as was
natural and necessary, many other original copies. It is said that
not less than 39 such have been found. Among these five German
and four Latin copies contain the signatures of the princes. In
spite of the emperor’s order that the confession should not be
printed, several copies were printed by irresponsible parties dur-
ing the session of the diet. Since these copies were full of errors,
and since the Catholics more and more boldly asserted that the
confession had been refuted from the Scriptures and the fathers
by the Roman confutation, Melanchthon, who had written the
original manuscripts, had a correct copy printed in 1530. This
was issued in. May, 1531, and has been regarded as the “Editio
Princeps,” first edition. There is, therefore, ample evidence that
our text is in full accord with the original manuscripts. As has
been stated, Philip Melanchthon wrote the confession, and he is
justly regarded as its author in so far as he arranged the subject
matter, formulated or worded the statements and produced argu-
ments in their defense. The doctrinal contents, however, are in
full accord with Luther’s teachings, and it is a fact, that a large
portion of the original documents from which the confession was
compiled were from Luther’s pen. It is also a fact, that Luther’s
opinion and consent was sought and obtained on all points of doc-
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trine before their incorporation into the confession. Luther had
a perfect right, therefore, to call it his confession. Melanchthon
himself admits that he had followed Luther’s authority in every
point.

Since we know that our text or reading of the confession is

in full accord with the original manuscripts, we are also able to
know what alterations have been attempted in later editions. It
was a weakness and habit of Melanchthon to change and polish
the language and argument of his own writings, whenever a new
edition was issued, even when he did not intend to alter the sense
or meaning of the original. He seems to have regarded the con-
tession as a private production of his pen, even after it had been
read before the diet and delivered to the emperor and thus had
become a state document over which he had no right. When he
supervised the printing of an edition he took the liberty to change
the wording and make additions. The alterations he made in the
earliest editions were not of such a nature that they seemed to
compromise the truth or change the doctrine, and were permitted
to stand by those who adhered strictly to the Lutheran doctrine.
Whether these changes or alterations must be ascribed solely to
his desire for change in diction or he already at this time had
ulterior motives, we do not know. We do know, however, that
he was ready to accommodate himself to conditions and circum-
stances, and that he ardently desired conciliation with the op-
ponents. .
On the 27th of June, 1530, two days after the reading of
the confession before the diet, he wrote to Luther and declared
that they hitherto had followed the authority of Luther in all
points, and asked him how much could be yielded to the oppo-
nents. This gives room for the suspicion that he, even at this
time, was willing to compromise for the sake of peace. Guided
by the strong hand of Luther and his followers, Melanchthon
hewed to the line, when writing the confession, but his personal
‘inclination was to yield. Luther refused to yield, and declared
that too much had been yielded already. He would have attacked
the abuses more fully and in stronger terms than Melanchthon
had used. Otherwise he was satisfied with the confession, and
called it “a beautiful confession.”

Melanchthon’s attitude to the Scriptures was in reality dif-
ferent from Luther’s. A clear passage from Scripture was the
end of all argument with Luther. He stood squarely and firmly
on the Written Word, and no human sentiment or reason, let it
seem ever so logical, could move him to depart in the least from
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the truth as it is revealed in Scripture. His firm faith in the suf-
ficiency of the revealed word of God gave him an assurance and
boldness which we find lacking in Melanchthon. Melanchthon’s
habit of mind was different. He regarded clear passages of
Scripture as the source from which all Christian doctrine must
be drawn, but he was inclined to supplement and develop the
truth by philosophical reasoning. In the stress of conflict, this
caused him to waver in his position and at last led him into error.
This, together with his ardent desire for peace and conciliation
with the opponents, were perhaps the chief causes that led him
to change expressions in doctrinal statements.

Tt is impossible in a briel paper to treat of all the changes
and alterations which Melanchthon made in later editions of the
Augsburg Confession. It will be sufficient for our purpose to
tale notice of only a few of the changes made in order to draw
the lesson we need at this time. It is probable that Melanchthon
at first merely intended to clarify and explain the doctrinal state-
ments, but he must have been led to do this under pressure of con-
flict with the opponents. This in itself is a weakness, when the
original statement of a doctrine is adequate and can readily be de-
fended as being in full accord with Scripture, as was the case with
the doctrine of the Lords Supper as set forth in the 1oth article
of the confession. As an instance of such alterations we may
notice the change of expression in the roth article concerning the
real presence. The original statement was, “That the body and
blood of Christ are truly present.” This he changed to, “That the
body and blood of Christ are truly and substantially present.” It
is probable that he merely intended to strengthen the statement,
but in reality he does not. What is really present is substantially
present, and nothing is gained by the added words. In view of
later events one might suspect that he added these words because
he felt that the whole statement would sound better in the ears
of his Catholic opponents, who teach that the bread and wine are
changed into the body and blood of Christ.

What Melanchthon’s intentions were in later years we do
“not kmow, but it is evident by the alterations he made that his
unionistic tendencies led him to accommodate his statements to
the doctrines of the opponents. This appears most clearly in the
edition of 1540. In this edition the change made in the roth ar-
ticle is such that it may permit the Reformed doctrine. We shall
see this best by a brief examination of tbe Latin text. In the
original it reads: “De coena Domini docent, quod corpus et san-
guis Christi vere adsint, et distribuantur vescentibus in coena
Domini: et improbant secus docentes.” (Concerning the Lord’s
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Supper they teach, that the body and blood of Christ are truly
present and are distributed to those who eat in the Lord’s Supper:
and they reject those who teach otherwise.) In the edition of 1540
we notice that this has been changed into: “De coena Domini do-
cent, quod cum pane et vino vere exhibiantur corpus et sanguis
Christi vescentibus in coena Domini.” (Concerning the Lord’s
Supper they teach, that with the bread and wine the body and
blood of Christ are truly given (tendered, exhibited) to those
who eat in the Lord’s Supper.) Here we notice in the first place
that he has added the words “With the bread and wine.” This is
correct and does not change the doctrine, and may be regarded as
an improvement. Next we notice that he has substituted the
word “exhibiantur” (given, tendered, exhibited) for the words
“adsint” (are present) and “distribuantur” (distributed). Here
he has weakened the statement of the doctrine of the real pres-
ence, in such a way that it may be understood in different ways.
It is evident that by using the word “exhibio” he has avoided the
direct statement that the body and blood of Christ are present
substantially. Adding to this the fact that he has omitted the re-
cection of the false doctrine, it is evident that he has left a door
open for the Reformed view. The Reformed taught that the
body and blood were present, but only in a spiritual sense, with
the hread and wine as signs or symbols. It is not our business
to judge of the motives any further than the facts in the case
warrant, but history proves that by this change in the wording
of the 10th article the Reformed were led to subscribe to it. It is
said that Calvin himself subscribed to this statemnent.

In the 2oth article, “Of Good Works,” he introduced the
statement that “Good works are necessary to salvation.” Me-
lanchthon explained that good works are necessary to salvation,
because no one is saved without true faith, and faith is dead with-
out works. He was severely attacked for this expression and did
later omit the words “To salvation,” but the evil seed had been
sowed, and the synergistic doctrines, which sprouted and grew
out of this seed at the time, the Lutheran church has had to con-
tend. with to our day.

It was unionism and love of outward peace that led Melanch-
thon to compromise the truth and consciously or unconsciously
attempt the destruction of the beautiful confession he had labored
so diligently to formulate. Let us beware of the insidious in-
fluence of unionistic and synergistic tendencies of our day within
the church, so that we may be found faithful defenders of the
precious heritage of our fathers. May the history of Melanch-
thon be a warning to us!



The Christian Day School

By Rev. C. A. MoLpsTaD

The Christian day school has been discussed and written
about at almost every Synod meeting of the old Norwegian Synod
and of our present Synodical body. Never, as far as we know,
has a voice been raised in our conventions protesting against the
Christian day school. But, if you will search the Synodical re-
ports, you will find that our Synod again and again has passed
resolutions urging all our congregations to establish such schools,
ves, even declared it a matter of life and death for our church.

Omne of the great arguments for union in 1917 was that it
would help the cause of the Christian day school. At our Jubilee
Synod in 1928 we had a special souvenir on the Christian day
school. We seem to be agreed, then, that the Christian day school
is necessary, but what troubles us is the carrying out of God’s
will and command.

What I have to offer on this subject will not, therefore, be
anything new. But I shall endeavor to review, as it were, briefly
the main arguments for the Christian day school, showing our
duty, and urging all under God to do their duty in faith and trust
to Him1 who has promised to give us all things in and through
Jesus Christ.

The Christian day school is a school that takes -care of the
child’s entire elementary education; a school where the Christian
religion and the secular subjects, prescribed by the state, are
taught side by side; where the entire plan, discipline and instruc-
tion, is based upon the word of God. Such a school, when prop-
erly conducted, can and will be of real assistance to the Christian
parents and the congregation in hringing up their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Children are a gift from God. “Lo, children are an heritage
of the Lord and his reward,” says the Psalmist, “Happy is the
~man that has his quiver full of them.” God has given them to us
that we should care for them according to his will and word, so
that they may be given back to him. They are not ours to do with
as we please. We have no right to starve them, neglect them
bodily, or kill them. But just as we must care for their bodily
welfare, so we must also, yes, first care for the soul. Here, too,
we must do what God wants us to do. We are to bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. We are to care for
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them as God’s children. How are we to do this? We must pray
for our children, bring them to God in baptism, teach them to
observe all things whatsoever God has commanded and set them
a good example,

God says: “Suffer little children to come unto me, and for-
bid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” “Go ye there-
fore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you.”

“These words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.”

“Feed my lambs.” “Ye fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.”

God has promised to bless all those who seek to do his will,
but he has also threatened to curse all those who disregard his
commandments.

The commandments of God to parents and the church re-
garding the training of the children include the whole training
of the child in body, mind and soul. The child is to be brought
up in such a manner as to be sound and useful for the state and
community and not to be a burden or a parasite. But above all
the child is to be prepared for eternity. “For what is a man
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?”

Can the parents alone, in our busy and complex civilization,
train their children and attain the best results? We readily admit
that if the parents have the time and the ability they are nearest
to the child—understand the child best, and have the greatest in-
fluence over the child. But when we take the average home, we
find that in most cases the child’s training would be sorely neg-
lected if left entirely to the parents without any outside as-
sistance.

Can the public school help the Christian parents as they
should be helped? We answer, No!

Because our Lord has commanded that our children should
be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This
the public school is forbidden by law to do. In 2z Tim. 3, 16-17
we read: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
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tion in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works.”

In Jeremiah 8, 9 we read: “The wise men are ashamed, they
are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the
Lord, and what wisdom is in them?”

How then can the Christless public school give this most im-
portant element in education which it does not have? Finally,
we know from the word of God that all things are hallowed and
sanctified by the word of God and prayer. This the public school
lacks. Is it right then for the Christian parents to seek help for
the training of their children in the Godless public schools?

We do not propose to do away with the public schools. They
are needed for the fifty per cent or more of our citizens who are
not Christians. A fundamental principle of our beloved country
is the separation of church and state. We would not give up this
principle. But as long as this law shall stand there can be no
religious instruction in the public school. Therefore, if we be-
lieve what God declares and what our church has always main-
tained, that the most important thing in life is our Christian faith
and Christian life, then we will and must provide for the Chris-
tian training of our children in body, mind and soul.

The Christless school, be it ever so good, is not good enough
for us Christians, because it leaves out the most important factor
in the training of our children, namely the word of God.

Martin Luther said: “Where the Holy Scriptures do not
rule there I certainly do not advise any one to send his child. All
must be ruined where the word of God is not constantly exer-
siced, I have a great fear, that the schools are wide portals to
hell, when they do not persistently and diligently use the word of
God and impress it upon the young.”

Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia University has said:
“Religious training is a necessary factor in education, and must
be given the time, the attention, and the serious continued treat-
ment which it deserves. That religious training is not at the
present time given a place by the side of the study of science,

_literature, art or of human institutions, is well recognized.”

The supreme court of the state of Wisconsin declared many
years ago in a case concerning the reading of the Bible in the
public schools, that such practice was sectarian and contrary to
the statutes of the state. The court furthermore stated: “The
priceless truths of the Bible are best taught to our youth in the
church, the Sabbath and parochial schools, the social religious
‘meetings, and, above all, in the home circle. There those truths



83

may be explained and enforced, the spiritual welfare of the child
guarded and protected, and his spiritual nature directed and cul-
tivated in accordance with the dictates of the parental conscience.”

Most educators today admit that the Sunday school is en-
tirely inadequate. And aside from the fact that the secular training
in the public school is Christless and often anti-Christian, stress-
ing out of all proportion the material and temporal side of life,
is it reasonable that an hour in Sunday school once a week could
begin to feed the lambs of Christ as he wants them fed?

But some say we have a religious summer school for a month
or two. Well and good, this does help to give the children some
added historical knowledge of the Christian truths, and we would
not belittle it. And still we must admit that it is forced feeding
and can never take the place of the constant daily training that
God has described.

The only real solution is the Christian day school. This can
and does give and provide just what the Lord has prescribed. It
is the best plan of all plans. To such a school the Christian par-
ents can send their children, knowing that they are doing what
God wants them to do. The only time that a Christian day school
falls short of its God-given power and influence is when a teacher
is unfaithful to his trust and a congregation is too stingy to pro-
vide what is necessary for the best interests of the school.

Now, we admit that many have been able, by the grace and
power of God, to bring their children to God without the Chris-
tian day school. But such parents devoted a great deal more time
to instruct their children in the fundamentals of Christianity
than most parents do today and they did not have the dangers to
cope with in education that we have. We are living in a much
more complex and diverting age than our forefathers did. Fur-
thermore, the public school is not only a Christless school, but in
many cases even an anti-Christian school, where soul-destroying
doctrines contrary to the Bible are being taught.

Therefore, unless the Christian parent is able to give his
child all its schooling at home, he is endangering the child’s spir-
itual life by sending it to the public school.

Today more than ever the Christian day school is needed.
The great loss of newly confirmed is a sad commentary on the
lack of daily Christian training. That religion is needed in edu-
cation is heard on every hand from leading educators. The flood
of crime and immorality is traced to the lack of religion in edu-
cation.

Our goal must, therefore, be a Christian day school in every
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congregation of our Synod. We have agreed to this, at least on
paper. How shall we reach this goal? By preaching and prac-
ticing the word of God. We have been preaching for 75 years,
but few have taken God’s word to heart and done what God has -
commanded. Would the storm of 1917 have destroyed the old
Synod house, if the Synod had practiced what it preached with
regard to the Christian day school? Let us beware lest we fall
into the same lukewarm indifference and be satisfied because we
have preached the necessity of the Christian day school and then
do nothing more about it. Shall we not take God at his word?
Has he not promised to provide all things necessary for the car-
rying out of his will and the work in his kingdom? Why not be-
gin at the beginning in our church work and lay the foundation
that God wants? T fear that we have been so busy with the stray
sheep that we have neglected the lambs that God has placed with-
in the fold.

When we send missionaries to the foreign fields we begin by
establishing schools for the children. In the same manner we
carry on the work among the American Indians and the Negro
in the south. Why not do the same when we send our mission-
aries to start new missions on the home mission fields? Are we
not agreed that the training of our children is just as important
as preaching to the adults? Why not start at the bottom and lay
a foundation that will carry the superstructure?

Let our missionaries begin by starting a school. If necessary,
leave out all other activities such as young people’s societies, la-
dies’ aids, men’s societies, choirs, suppers and sales, until those
things can be taken care of. First teach the children during the
week and let all worship together on Sunday. Wherever this
method has been tried, and it has been tried again and again,
there the results have justified the procedure. The fruits may
seem small and insignificant to begin with, but in the end you
will win out.

But where will the money come from? is the cry that we
always meet. I ask, where does the money come from to carry
on any and all of the work in God’s vineyard? Is it not God who
provides by opening the hearts and the purses? Has he not asked
us to prove him or try him? Malachi 3, 10: “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” Here we see
that God has promised to bless our offerings so that there will be
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plenty if we give of his gifts as he has ordered. Would the ex-
pense for a missionary starting a new mission be much greater if
he started a school at the beginning and did the teaching himself?
Hundreds of Missouri Synod congregations have been started in
that way. Could we spend our mission treasury in a inore profit-
able manner?

In old established congregations it is often more difficult to
overcome the life-long apathy and unmask the seeming impossi-
bilities and objections. I am bold to state that it is not impossible
for any well established self-supporting congregation to have its
own Christian day school, if the members really want it. Is any-
thing impossible with God? If we really gave according as God
hath prospered us. If we really dedicated -ourselves and our
money and goods to the service of the Lord, there is no doubt but
what we would have all we need and more to carry on this work.
But so many forget to place the kingdom of God first on their
budget. Instead most people do not place it there at all or place
it last and give only the left-overs. The love of Christ should con-
strain us and will constrain us to do everything to feed the lambs
of God. But where there is no real love for God there is no con-
cern for his little lambs either. In many congregations a school
could be had for the money that the members spend for news-
papers. The average perSon in the city spends ten dollars or more
a year for newspapers. Is that more important than a Christian
day school?

We shall briefly mention and answer some of the worn-out
objections to the Christian day school: That it is unncessary, in-
efficient, narrow, un-American, too expensive and too far for
many of the children. In the light of God’s word we have seen
that it is necessary, if we are to do what God wants us to do?
Where properly conducted the results prove that the Christian
school is more efficient than the public school. It is broader than
the Christless school, because it develops Christian character and
has the only true means of dicipline, namely, the word of God.

The Christian day school is most American, because the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state intends that the church
shall educate the children. And the record of our parochial school
trained boys in the world war, together with the commendations
received from superior officers who were not Lutherans, contra-
dicts the statement that our schools cannot produce good Ameri-
cans. Our schools are also the most economical of all schools, but
even if they were not, what doth it profit a man, if he gain the
whole world and lose his soul? That some children have too far
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to go can always be overcome in this age of transportation. Where
there is a will there is a way and where there is love of Christ and
love for the children there will be a way.

We must not expect to get all the members of a congrega-
tion with us from the start and make a big beginning. But let
those who see the necessity and whose consciences are bound by
the word of God start by praying and giving and open a school,
be it ever so small. The large schools of today all had a small
beginning, and you never know till you try what the outcome will
be. And what of it if your school never grew large, you would at
least have done your duty—the growth and the increase rests
with God. All the work in God’s vineyard demands sacrifices.
So also the work of carrying on a Christian day school. This is
God’s order of things. He wants us to make sacrifices because it
is good for us. Why not be glad to make sacrifices because it is
good for us. Why not be glad to make sacrifices if the Lord wills
it and makes it possible for you to make them. Let no one de-
lude himself into thinking that an old established school will run
of itself without sacrifices. Oh, no! The devil takes care of that.
He hates the old established school fully as much, if not more,
than the little beginner, and therefore, he is ever busy seeking to
destroy it. I once heard an old pastor say that it was a continual
fight to keep a school going even after fifty years.

Therefore, if we are certain that the conditions and problems
of our age demand a Christian day school, if we as a congregation
are to bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord and feed the lambs of Christ as he wants them fed, then let
us go forth to battle in the name of the Lord God Almighty, mer-
ciful and good, knowing that with God all things are possible and
¢hat he will guide and keep and bless to the glory of his name and
the salvation of our souls.
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Report of Home Mission Board

Your home mission board elected at the 1929 convention has
held three regular meetings. Tjernagel, Petersen and Guttebg
have attended all meetings, Hanson and Jordahl two and Jacob-
sen one. President Anderson has attended all meetings and treas-
urer Torgerson two. At all meetings one or more of the follow-
ing pastors have been present as advisory members: Quill, Sande,
Paul Ylvisaker, A. Harstad, Gullerud, C. A. Moldstad, and ILee.
The board members present at the last general pastoral confer-
ence held a short meeting to consider a minor matter that required
immediate attention.

The meetings have been opened with Scripture reading and
prayer. The main burden of the prayer has always been that the
Holy Spirit would direct the work of the board to the glory of
God and the advancement of his kingdom.

The outstanding visible accomplishment of the year is the
placing of four active and, we believe, able young men in new
fields, namely: Einar Anderson, Elmer Brewer, Morris Dale,
and H. A. Theiste. Their fields are: Eau Claire, Wis., Forest
City, lowa, Watford City, N. Dak., and Forsyth, Mont., respect-
ively. In the case of Forest City and Watford City the fields are
new only in as fas as we have not previously had resident pastors
there.

As to the fields subsidized and the amount of subsidy paid
each, we refer to the treasurer’s report. A short report can ob-
viously not give detailed information regarding the seventeen
fields subsidized. Regarding progress and prospects the semi-
annual reports received justify the general statement that a ma-
jority of the fields are showing progress—some of them very
gratifying gains. Other places seem to be at a stand-still, while
a few are losing ground. This last group brings about situations
very difficult of adjustment and causes the board to feel very
keenly the need of wisdom and guidance from on high.

With two of our mission congregations which are burdened
with relatively heavy debts on account of church buildings, new
arrangements have been entered into regarding the placing of the
subsidy. Formerly the subsidy was used for defraying current
expenses, pastor’s salary, house rent, etc., while the congregations
struggled with the debts and interest on debt. Now the situation
is reversed. It is hoped and believed that it will be easier to in-
terest these two mission congregations in the direct support of
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their pastor and the defraying of expenses such as fuel, light, etc.,
than in the paying of debt and interest on debt. Furthermore it
is believed that the credit of Synod and the congregations con-
cerned can he better safeguarded in this way. This arrangement
does not involve added expenditures for the mission treasury, but
a saving which increases yearly.

The Mayville, N. Dak., field, Rev. E. Hanson, pastor, which,
since its organization, has received a subsidy, is now self-sup-
porting. :

We thank God who has not withheld his blessing from our
home mission. We thank him for his ready response to our ap-
peals for funds to carry on the work. We acknowledge him as
the one who has opened the hearts and purses of our church peo-
ple so that our treasurer can again report “no deficit” in the home
niission treasury.

Your board has acted on the suggestion of the Mayville con-
vention (see report, page 68, paragraph 3), and believes the sug-
gestion will prove very valuable. We solicit constructive crit-
icism and suggestions from individuals as well as from the present
convention.

O God, increase in us all faith and love to our Savior that
our missionary zeal may grow and mission work flourish. We ask

it is Jesus’ name. Amen.
The Home Mission Board.

By H. M. T.



Foreign Missions

The report of the general treasurer is not particularly encour-
aging or indicative of any great zeal for foreign missions on the
part of our Synod. It is true that we have carried fairly large
burdens in other branches of our work as a synod, and that sub-
stantial collections have been made for the support of such causes
as home missions and Bethany College. The cause of foreign
missions, however, has suffered these last years, and this is to be
regretted ; for under normal circumstances, interest in and sup-
port of missions among the heathen in foreign lands is a necessary
part of the life and activity of a Christian congregation or church
body. The members of the Synod may have noticed, too, that the
committee appointed by the Synod to foster this interest in for-
eign missions has seemed quite inactive during the past two years
or thereabout.

Your committee feels that the time has come when we owe
our Synod a general explanation. For some years the peaceful
work of the mission we have been supporting in China has been
disturbed by the question as to the correct term to be used in
translation of the word for god and gods and God. Your repre-
sentative on the general foreign mission board of the Missouri
Synod has from the start taken the part of those missionaries who
hold that it is un-Scriptural and fraught with almost insuperable
practical difficulties to use the proper name of a heathen idol to
designate the true God in translating the Scriptures and in the
printing of sermons, tracts, etc., as well as in the preaching of the
gospel on the whole. However, peculiar conditions have brought
about a situation in the mission work in China, which have misled
the majority of Protestant mission to use a term which admittedly
is nothing else than the specific name of an idol. Strangely
enough, the mission which our Synod has supported unwittingly
adopted this same usage, until the study of the whole question
caused some of the missionaries to become aware of the wrong

- which was thus being committed. In the course of the discussions
which arose among our missionaries the general board of foreign
missions, supported by repeated opinions of the theological fac-
ulty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, took the side of that fac-
tion which upheld the use of the idol name; and when the matter
was finally appealed to the general convention of the Missouri
Synod, held at River Forest, Ill., last summer, this body went on
record supporting the use of the idol name,
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Two of the missionaries had already resigned from the mis-
sion in protest against this practice; and when the general synod
(Missouri) resolved as it did last swmmer, your representative,
together with another member of the board of foreign missions,
saw no other recourse than resignation from the board. These
resignations were considered by the board at a plenary meeting
in St. Louis in January of this year, and at the urgent request of
Dr. Pfotenhauer, president of the Missouri Synod, the board re-
solved to elect a committee to reconsider the whole question of the
use of an idol name to designate the true God. At this happy
turn of events, your representative, as well as the other member
who had resigned from the board, withdrew their resignations and
declared their willingness to continue as members of the board.
The committe which was elected has the following membership:
Prof. L. Fuerbringer, D. D. (Concordia Theological Seminary,
St. Louis, Mo.), Rev. K. Kretzschmar (Fort Smith, Ark.), Rev.
J. F. Boerger (Racine, Wis.), and your representative, Rev. S. C,
Ylvisaker (Madison, Wis.). This committee has already held
two meetings, and it is earnestly making every effort to bring
about a God-pleasing solution of this difficult problem. We re-
spectfully ask the prayers of the members of our Synod for a
happy conclusion of these efforts, so that we may soon again give
our whole-hearted support to this branch of our church work.

J. E. TuoEn.
A. STEPHENS.
Jous. Prprrson.
S. C. YLVISAKER,



Sorlagsfomiteens indberetning
fil fynodemedet 12te til 190¢ junt 1930

Bi er Gud tatnemmelige, fom Har velfignet og git fremgang HI
bort arbeide i det forlghne aar.

Denne fomite har medt to gange fiden forrige fynodemgde.

Romiteen har modtat anbud paa tryfningen aof fpnodalberet-
ningen for iaar og for folfefalenderen for 1931.

Forlagdfomiteen har ifglge Synodens beflutning giort en del
underfggelfer angaaende muligheden af ubdgivelien af en engelft
falender.

1. €n redaftgr for farmme Dleb balgt af forlag8fomiteen, nem-
{1g paftor A. Sarftad, og Han Har udarbeidet et padiende manuftript
for den paateentte falender for 1981.

2. Dernceft blev fomiteen enig om, af falendeven fulde inde-
holde 48 fider foruben omflaget, og af den ffuldbe fewelges for den
famme prig jom den norfte falender, nemlig 20c¢ for Hoert exemplar,
portofrit fendt for den pris.

3. Dend navn ffulde peere “The Lutheran Shnod Unnual”;
den ffulde trpffes i 500 exemplarer.

4. Anbud paa falenderen bled omiendt fil de forffjellige trpt-
ferter, og det labefte anbud er $93.00 for 500 exemplarer.

Derneeft bleb en Yenbvendelfe giort til Concordia Publifhing
SHouje, St. Kouis, jom gif ud paa, at vi fifrer 08 500 exemplaver af
Midfouri Synodend falender (The Luiheran Annual), og at der
fpied til den 4 fider, jom vi fylder med Ieefeftof, Jom angaar bort
famfund famt faar et npt titelblad, fom pasfer for o8. For dette
arbeide forlanger Concordia Publ. Houfe $30.00 ved fidenr af den
almindelige pri3 for The Qutheran Annual. Denne prig er efter
port jfjgn meget § g1, dernceft, da der blot er 26 fider af leefe-
ftof 1 Wisfouri Synodens falender, men 78 fider af navmelifter og
15 fider af avertigfementer, fom er aof liden nptte for 08, jaa finder
bi, af det (ille, fom bi faar ind i falenderen for en prid af $30.00,
faa bil denne falender pedblive af beere et ffriff fom feerlig pasfer
for Misfourt Synoden og iffe for 08,

Bi fror derfor, af en jaadan ordning iffe vilde fbave il vort
behob. Bi tillader 03 derfor at anbefale til Synoden, at den ordning
falges, fom forlagdfomiteen Har gjort med Henfyn fil udgivelien aof
por egen falender paa 48 fider af det manuffript, fom bajtor 9.
Harftad godhedsfuldt Har udarbeidet.

Boghandelen har gacet fin jevne gang. SKomiteen har behand-



93

let den udeftaaende gieeld fra boghandelens funder, og Har fattet Le-
flutninger desangaaende, og har opmuntret jaadanne at betale jna-
veft muligt.

< den forlgbne vinter Har der veeret gjort jeeregen anjtrengelfe
for at famle nye abonnenter for vort blad Evangeliff LQutherft Ti-
dende og Qutheran Sentinel, med den folge at det famlede antal er
blit fordget med ca. 286 fiden ifjor fommer. Dermted er det hele
abonnentantal omtrent naaet fit Hgidepunit, ca. 1600 ialt.

Af udeluffende “Tidende” abonnenter er der ca. 200; og af
udeluffende “Sentinel” abonnenter er der nu ca. 220.

Financielt Har bladet 1 det forlgbne aar ftaaet fig bedre end
nogenfinde fgr, idet det neeften Har baaret fig uden underbalance.
Sra pen 27de mai 1929 il den 31te mai 1930 er blit modiat
$1,877.94 i abonnentpenge. NAltfaa Har den nye ordning bvift fig
noffaa Heldig, idet man fan abonnere paa Yuvert blad for $1.00 og
be to fammen for $1.50 for aaret.

Bi haaber og beder, af alle vil Hicelpe til at i faar vedligeholde
denne gode ftatud i fremtiden.

. W Preus, fefreteer.



Sra Synodens boghandel

Boghandelens drift Gar tgjennemt aavet beevet drevet beefentlig
i jamme fpor fom i tibligere aar, dog med den forftiel, at omicetnin-
gen bar veeret noget mindre dette aar end forrige aar, jom bidfelig
Dar fin grund delbid 1 de fnappe pengetider og dernceft deri, at lyften
til at lcefe gode bpger og pamfletter Dliver minbdre og mindre for
hoert aav, Dhborimod dagend abifer og de talvige magafiner, jom
falbydes fra alle jiver, leegger beflag paa ol tid £l ledning og paa
ebnen Hl at Ejpbe godt Tleefeftof.

Da boghandelend maal Har veeret at udbrede det bedjte, jom
trytfes, har vi itfe veevet iftand 11l at veeffe didfe, Jom blot finder for-
naielje 1 at leefe alt fom falbpdes. Bor leefefreds er derfor forholds-
vis noffaa begreenfet og bor omfeetning vil ogfaa af den grund iffe
blive faa ftor, fom om bi Tagde bind paa at udbrede det leefeftof, jom
er popbuleert og fom finder en rivende afjcetning.

Dernceft ligger bel ogfaa en anden grund til, at omfeetningen
itfe Har beevet faa jtor fom gnifeligt funde beeve, deri, at bor meget
Degreenfede fapital gigr det umuligt for 08 at fhlde bove funders be-
ftillinger faa punttlig jom boglader, der Har et {tort og alfidiat bare-
lager for Haanden. Derfom bi funde gigre indfjpb i ftgrre partier,
pilde bi derbed jpare en iffe ringe del af fraglomfoitningerne, og vi
bilde blive fat iftand Hl at fylde alle beftillinger uben tid3{pilde og
ungdige omfoftninger. Det er derfor vor bgn igfen til Shnoden
dette aar, at den bil tage denne fag under operveielfe og godffende
dent plan, jom forlagdfomiteen fom med forrige aarv, hoilfen gif ud
paa, at enfeltperfoner 1 vort jamfund bedesd om at Hicelpe boghande-
Tenn med ventefrie Taan og Jaaleded jeette den iftand il i fremtiden
Dedre at funne udfare fit arbeide.

Det er med gleede at vi fan indbevette til Synoden, at de flefte
af vore funder Har udbift en ftprre iver i at betale fin boggjeeld il
boghandelen, og at de har udbift jtor Topalitet i at beftille fine bpger
fra fin egen Dogforvetning. aar vi alle famarbeider, ftptter og
hicelper vort famfunds birfe med raad og daad, pil arbeidet yftes.
Men derfom bi gjgr det til vor opgave at finde feil ved alt, vt fager
at ubdrette, da vil tntet Iytfes, og jelb def bedfte foretagende bil goe-

leegges. John Hendricts.

J N



Yearly Statement at close of May, 1930

Assets
Inventory for 1930 ...................... $088.25
Bills receivable .............. ... .. ..., 431.33
Balance in Merchants’ and Manufacturers’
State Bank, insolvent .................. 246.64
Gross profit ........ ... ... i, 659.65
Funds in bank and on hand ............... 173.42
—— $2,499.29
Liabilities
Outstanding notes ...........c.cvunnn. $1,400.00
Bills payable for printing, etc. ........... 392.74
Payments for services and mailing ........ 662.97
Net surplus ..., 43.58
$2,499.29

Minneapolis, Minn., June 4, 1930.
We, the undersigned auditors, have audited the books of the
Lutheran Synod Book Company and have found them to he cor-
rect.
C. A. MoLpsTAD.
M. R. HANDBERG.

Minneapolis, Minn., June 4, 1930.
We, the undersigned auditors, recommend to the Synod that
the manager of our book company be authorized to charge off to
profit and loss accounts now on books over six years old which in
his opinion will never be paid.
C. A. Morbsran,
M. R. HANDBERG.



Report from Dr. Martin Luther College,
New Ulm, Minnesota

The 1929-30 school year began September 4, 1929, and closed
June 13, 1930.

During the past year 235 students were enrolled. Of these
137 are boys and g8 are girls. They are divided among the de-
partments as follows: Normal department, 74; high school de-
partment, 161.

There were three Norwegian students at Dr. Martin Luther
College this year. They belonged to the f{following classes:
II Normal had one, eleventh grade one, and ninth grade one.

Miss Valborg Levorson was graduated from the Normal de-
partment. Next year she will teach at Princeton, Minn.

The next school year will begin September 3, 1930.

Respectfully,
Oscar LEVORSON.



Annual Report
of the Board of Regents of Bethany Lutheran College.

We are happy to state that it is apparent that the interest and
love of the membership and of the friends of our Synod for
Bethany Lutheran College is growing day by day. Wherever our
people have been approached our members have proved this by
their willing and liberal gifts. May God grant that every member
may be filled with zeal for this work of Christ’s kingdom.

At the meeting of our Synod at Mayville in 1929 the follow-
ing were elected as members of the Board of Regents: S. C. Y-
visaker, K. T. Dahlen, G. A. Gullixson, J. A. Moldstad, A. J.
Torgerson, G. Vaala, J. E. Thoen, and C. S. Olson. The board
elected J. A. Moldstad president, J. E. Thoen, vice president, and
S. C. Ylvisaker, secretary. Prayerfully and untiringly this board
has striven to serve the Synod and further the interests of Beth-
any. Many meetings have been held, and the sessions have lasted
late into the night. At nearly all of these meetings there have
been visiting pastors who have been elected as advisory members
and whose advice has been sought.

The board has practised the most rigid economy consistent
. with the welfare of the college and the Synod. Repairs of con-
siderable magnitude hecame necessary also the past year, such as
repairs on the heating plant, the hot water boiler and the like.
We believe, however, that the property now is in a pretty good
condition.

Finances. According to the resolution adopted last year by
the Synod, the greater part of the estate of the late Knut Norstad
was used for reducing the interest-bearing debt of the college.
“The committee of 100" has been gaining members and has gath-
ered quite a large subscription towards paying the entire debt of
Bethany. The board of regents resolved that all money so sub-
scribed and paid in should only be used for paying off Bethany
bonds and other interest-bearing debts. This rule has been fol-
lowed since January.

Several organizations among the business interests of Man-
kato have offered contributions for library and laboratory equip-
ment, and a subscription has been started among them.

The faculty and the board have tried to gain the accredita-
tion of the University of Minnesota for the high school depart-
ment, and the matter is pending.

The College. The Rev. S. C. Ylvisaker was last year elected
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by the Synod to the presidency of Bethany Lutheran College. But
after due deliberation and at the request of Our Savior’s church
at Madison, Wis., he found it necessary to decline the call. Rev.
Walter E. Buszin, who had been elected to the chair of music,
was thereupon elected acting president and kindly agreed to serve.
Prof. Oliver B. Harstad, who had represented our Synod at Con-
cordia College, St. Paul, was elected to membership of the fac-
ulty. Miss Olga Lillegard was secured as dean of women and
Miss Bernice Molzahn as teacher of commercial branches. The
members of the faculty during the past school year were: Prof.
Walter E. Buszin, acting president; Prof. Alvin J. Natvig, regis-
trar; Prof. E. J. Onstad, treasurer and business manager; Prof.
John Monich, Mrs. Frieda Monich, Miss Clara M. Hagen, Prof.
Oliver B. Harstad, dean of men; Miss Olga Lillegard, dean of
women ; and Miss Bernice Molzahn.

Mrs. Frieda Monich, who had been ill and bad undergone a
serious operation a year ago, died Palm Sunday evening and was
buried the following Wednesday. Her death was a very great
loss to the college, the faculty and the student body. Thanks to
the kindness of Professors Buszin, Natvig and Harstad, her class-
es were taken care of to the close of the school year.

Our teachers are really carrying more class work than they
ought to and are to be commended for their willingness and spirit.

It has been the aim of the board to be the friend, helper, ad- *
viser and backer of the faculty at all times. The board has,
therefore, sought the advice, suggestions and criticism of the fac-
ulty, in order that all might unite their efforts for the good of
Bethany College and its student body.

The enrollment during the past year was 17 men and 36
women, a total of §3. Of these, six men and one woman was
graduated from the college department at the close of the year,
nine from the high school and two from the school of commerce.
During the past year the school has prospered, the spirit has been
excellent, the health of the student body good, and faculty and
students have labored diligently. May the day be near, when all
. the young men and women of our Synod and a host of the youth
of our sister synods will be enthusiastic and industrious students
at Bethany.

The Bethany A Capella Choir, Prof. Walter E. Buszin, di-
rector, though organized only last September, has made excellent
progress. On its tour this spring it has been given an enthusiastic
reception by the congregations and has helped to endear Bethany
to our people.
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Many congregations have done a kindness to our student
body and college by sending gifts of preserves, fruits, vegetables,
and the like.

Presidency. The Synod has imposed upon the hoard of re-
gents the duty of nominating one candidate for the presidency of
the college. In response thereto the board respectfully nominates
for the presidency of Bethany ILutheran College, the Reverend
Sigurd C. Ylvisaker, pastor of Qur Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran
church, Madison, Wis. _

The board of regents begs leave to call the attention of the
congregations to the fact that the future welfare of the Synod
and of Bethany College s intimately connected with the contribu-
tions to the “leererlgnskasse” and the “synodekasse.” I1f the Synod
and college are to endure and prosper, these two treasuries must
not be neglected.

The Future. Under the will and grace of almighty God the
future of Bethany appears hopeful and bright. The student body
is enthusiastic and filled with love and zeal. Many of the gradu-
ates of the college department plan to continue their studies here
next year. All the graduates from the high school, who can se-
cure the necessary funds, expect to enter the junior college in
September.

The faculty is efficient and excellent. Only a few changes
and additions are necessary for the coming school year.

Unofficially we have been informed that the National Lu-
theran Education Association, consisting of members of the Syn-
odical Conference, is interested in Bethany and has voted it finan-
cial support.

Respectfully submitted,
Your servants,
The Board of Regents of Bethany Lutheran College,
by J. A. Moldstad, president.



§inansfomiteens indberetning

Finansfomiteen har iffe meget at indberette, dels fordi Syno-
dens fasierer ogfaa ved dette fhrodempde vil give de nddvendige op-
Ipsninger angaaende de foritjellige fasdfers ftatus.

MWeed tat £l Gud fan fomiteen bervette, at Shnodend medlemmer
har, 1 det flore og Hele, udbift ftor offervillighed. Mange udenfor
famfundet har oglaa, uden at Have veeret anmodet dertil, yoet rige-
ligen til Spnodensd gjgrenaal. Herrend rige velfignelje bil Huile
over alle glabe givere. Def har Herrven lovet. Han figer, 2 Kor. 9,
6—38: “IMen dette figer jeg, Ovo farrig {aar, ffal farrig bHefte, og
Hoo der faar 1 velfignelje, ffal og Hefte t velfignelje. Hver give, efter-
fom Ban Hhar fat fig fore i Hievtef, iffe med bedrovelfe efler af ivang,
thi Sud elffer en glad giver. Dien Sud er meegtig il at lade al
naade rigelig tilflhde eder, forat ¥ i alle ting altid maa Have alf,
hoad ¥ behube, og Have rigelig il al god gierning.” er Har den
trofafte og janddrue Gud lovet, at de fom med glede pder til Suds
riges fag, ffal aliid have det ngdvendige, og dertil rigelig il al god
gferning. @ud give naade til at ftole paa hang lgfter.

Paa fomiteensd vegne,
I8 Unfet)h formand.

O, M Sullerud, fefr.



Treasurer's Report

Synod Fund
Balance May 1, 1929 ...............
Contributions ......................
Tidende and Sentinel ...............
Tidende and Sentinel ................
Expenses . . ... ... i
Postage . . .. ...
Printing and books .................
Telephone, insured and registered mail
Bethany College, repaired ...........
Bethany College, interest ............
Loan to Luth. Synod Book Co. .......
Teachers’ salary ....................
Balance May 1, 1930 ...............
Bal, May 1, 1930, Tidende and Sentinel

o

Teachers’ Salary
Contributions . . .....ovvvineenn.nn.
From Synod fund ..................
Bethany College, Mankato, Minn. ....
Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm. .
Balance . . ... ..ol

Bethany College
Balance May 1, 1929 ........ ... ...,
Contributions . . ......... ...,
Loans . . ... ..ol
Contributions to Organ Fund ........
Insurance . . ....... ... .o,
Interest . . ...
Loans paid .......... ..o
Bonds . . ...
Rev. M. O. Dale ...................
Prof. E. J. Onstad, Organ Fund ......
Prof. E. J. Onstad, repair ...........
Balance May 1, 1930, cash and notes. ..

$1,012.46
2)679'30
1,913.39

$1,880.68

387.94

19.24

48.57

5-33

002.09

169.25

40.00

394-45

2,624.89

32.71

$6,505.15  $6,505.15
$2,865.69
394-45

$3,000.00

260.00

.14

$3.260.14  $3,260.14
$ 40373
6,319.76
750.00
13395

$1,180.00

2,963.50

1,435.20

400.00

170.00

83.95

20.00

1,354-89

$7,607.44  $7,607.44
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Jubilee Souvenir (Catechism Folder)

Contributions . . .................... $57.91
Rev. H. M. Tjernagel .............. $52.14
Rev. C. J. Quill, postage ............ 1.27
Balance May 1, 1930 ................ 4.50
, $57.01 $57.01
Balance due printer ................. 76.64
Home Mission Fund
Contributions . . ........c.. . 0oL, $9,362.07
Interest . . ..o ., 40.00
Loan . . oo 60.00
Subsidy to charges served by:
Rev, C. J. Quill .................. $ 500.05
Rev. G. Guldberg ................ 360.00
Rev. John Hendricks (Simcoe) .... 160.00
Rev. C. N. Peterson .............. 535.00
Rev. J. J. Strand ................. 616.50
Rev. J.E. Thoen ................. . 633.20
Rev. I. Blekkan ................. 325.00
Rev. S.E. Lee ...t 1,372.40
Rev. J. R. Runholt ............... 705.20
Rev. A. H. Strand ............... 600.00
Rev. M. F. Mommsen ............ 366.95
Rev. E. W. Anderson ............. 316.80
“Rev. Elmer Brewer .............. 150.30
Rev. Herman A, Theiste .......... 465.45
Rev. M. O. Dale ................. 350.00
Rev. Erling Ylvisaker ............. I,304.12
Mission in St. Louis, Mo. ........... 16.00
Rev. John Hendricks, trips to Winnepeg 80.00
Lenten Collection Cards ............. 43.50
Expenses . . ... ..o, 16.28
Balance May I, 1930 ............... 545.32
$9,462.07  $9,462.07
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Church Extension Fund

Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $1,188.08
Contributions . . .. ..., 764.58
Paid on loans ................ ... ... 722.40
Loan to congregation, Belview, Minn... $1,000.00
Loan to Concordia congregation, Eau
Claire, Wis. ......... ...t 1,000.00
Balance May 1, 1930 ... ...coiiu.t. 675.06
$2,675.06 $2,675.06
Student Fund
Contributions . . ........ ... L. $435.21
Loans to students .................. $300.00
Balance May 1, 1930 .........c....t. 135.21
$435.21 $435.21
Old People’s Home
Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $1,577.00
Contributions . . ..... ... oo it 5.00
Balance May 1, 1930 .......covuiinn $1,582.00
$1,582.00 $1,582.00
Christian Day School Fund
Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $ 3327
Contributions . . ....... ... ..o ... 885.06
School at Albert Lea, Minn. ......... $ 400.00
School at Scarville, Towa ............ 200.00
School at Story City, Towa .......... 150.00
School at Madison, Wis. ............ 160.00
School at St. Peter, Minn. ........... 150.00
School at Semoor .................. 36.00
Concordia Pub. House ............. 21.61
Postage . . ... i 1.79
Balance May 1, 1930 ............... 08.93
$1,218.33 $1,218.33
Heathen Mission Fund
Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $208.14
Contributions . . .................... 283.00
Printing and expenses .............. $173.83
Balance May 1, 1930 ............... 317.31
$491.14 $491.14
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Negro Mission

Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $ 52.08
Contributions . . ....... ..o, 351.79
Theo, W. Eckhart, treas. ............ $404.77
$404.77 $404.77
China Mission
Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $ 22.8¢9
Contributions . . ..............ovn. 138.11
Balance May 1, 1930 .....cvvvvvn... $161.00
$161.00 $161.00
Indian Mission
Contributions . . ..........coviiin.. $16.50
IE. Seuel, treas. ........ ... . 0l $13.50
Balance May 1, 1930 ............... 3.00
$16.50 $16.50
India Mission
Contributions . . ...........coviiinn. $23.75
E., Seuel, treas. .......... .. ... ..., $21.85
Balance May 1, 1930 ............... 2.00
$23.75 $23.75
Indigent Pastors
Balance May 1, 1929 ........cvvunn. $255.00
Balance May I, 1930 .........cvovnn $255.00
Myr. and Mrs. Jacob Lunde Student Fund
Balance May 1, 1929 ............... $195.00
Note . . o i e 150.00
Loans . . cvvini it i $300.00
Cash balance May 1, 1930 ........... 45.00
$345.00 $345.00
Hannah C. Ottesen Student Loan Fund
Balance May 1, 1029 ......... ... ... $491.72
Interest . . ...t 10.33
Note . v vt e $400.00
Cash balance May 1, 1930 ........... 102.05
$502.05 $502.05
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Benevolences
Balance May 1, 1029 ............... $ 97.94
Contributions . . ......oiviiiian., 284.32
Deaf Mute Institute, Detroit, Mich. ... $142.80
Bethesda Luth. Home, Watertown, Wis. 97.17
E. Seuel, treas., St. Louis, Mo. ....... 32.15
Hans Halvorson, treas.,, Somber ...... 65.00
Home Finding Society, Ft. Dodge, Iowa 9.20
Luth. Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo... 10.00
Balance May 1, 1930 ............... 25.94
$382.26 $382.26
Norstad Estate
Cash, U. S. Bonds, and notes ........ $11,900.13
Interest .. .. ... oo, 59.90
E. J. Onstad, treas. ........vvvvvn... $10,075.50
Taxes .« « oo e e e 86.25
Balance May 1, 1930, cash and notes. . 1,888.28
— $12,050.03 $12,050.03



Bethany College Building Fund
July 31, 1930.

Assets
Land . . oo $ 9,083.88
Buildings . . .......c i, 275,164.77
Furniture and equipment ............ 0,009.28
Library . . ... e 5,643.00
Paid on pipe organ ................. 740.00
Balance loan to operation account, 1929 700.00

Liagbilities
Bonds outstanding .................. $ 39,600.00
Notes payable ..................... .20,321.15
Iixcess assets over liabilities (present

worth) . . ... i, 240,419.78

$300.340.93  $300,340.93

Present worth, July 31, 1930 ......... ... ... $240,419.78
Present worth, May I, 1029 ...........cvvnuninen 235,842.31
Increase in present worth ....................... $4,577.47

School Operation Account
Operation liabilities carried over from

1929 Teport ...t $8,318.78
Paid off during 1929-30 ............. 6,600.00
Balance carried over ................ _ $1,718.78
School operation, Sept. 1, 1929, to Aug.
3L, T30 ettt
Expenditures . . ... iiiiaa $25,818.19
Income . . ... i e 16,786.30
Excess of expenditures over income .............. $ 9,031.89
Total operating liabilities to date ................. $10,750.67
"~ Received from Teachers’ Fund (lererlgnskassen)...  3,000.00
Deficit carried forward to next year ............... $7,750.67

E. J. Onstap, College Treasurer.




Komiteindstillinger behandlede og antagne

Committee on the president’s veport

The committee would call the special attention of the con-
vention to the words quoted by the president from Hebrews:
“Let us hold fast our profession,” as a fitting slogan for this par-
ticular convention. As we celebrate the 4ooth anniversary of the
Augsburg Confession as well as the gooth anniversary of the in-
troduction of Christianity into Norway, we do well in heeding
the warning voice of history. The development which followed
in Germany so soon upon the diet at Augsburg as well as that
which has taken place in Norway and among Lutherans in our
own country, should be an object lesson declaring the fact that our
greatest dangers come from within, and in particular from the

tendency to place church union above doctrinal unity.
' The committee recommends:

a) that the convention set aside some time at the beginning
-of the Monday afternoon session to hear an address commemorat-
ing the gooth anniversary of the introduction of Christianity into
Norway, and that it elect a speaker.

b) that the convention acknowledge with gratitude the fact
that three young pastors have joined our ranks: the Reverends E.
Anderson, E. W, M. Brewer, and H. A. Theiste.

¢) that the convention urge all standing committees to meet
jointly as soon as possible after the close of this convention.

d) that the special attention of the Synod be called to the
recommendation of the president regarding the general treasurer;
but the committee also feels in duty bound to remind the conven-
tion of the president’s warning against any unnecessary increase
in the financial burden of the Synod.

e) that a committee be asked to draw up a fitting resolution
on the occasion of the death of Mrs. Frieda Monich and the sick-
ness of Rev. J. J. Strand.

G. A. GULLIXSON.
E. B. ELLINGSON.
S. C. YLVISAKER.

Committee on Home Missions

The committee recommends the following:
I. The Synod thanks God for the progress made in the home
mission fields during the year, especially that He has called four
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new workers into His harvest, and enabled the Synod to carry on
this blessed work without incurring debt.

IT. The Synod appreciates the importance of this work as
well as the difficulties that arise for the missionaries, the missions
and its committee in carrying on the work, and commends this im-
portant branch of our church work to the earnest prayerful sup-
port of all its members.

III. The Synod renews its appeal to all pastors and congre-
gations, now subsidized by the home missions funds, to co-operate
with the home mission board in bringing about possible rearrange-
ments of charges so that expenses may be reduced.

IV. Before mission congregations incur debt for property
they should confer with the board of home missions.

O. M. GurLerup, Chairman.
G. A. GULLIXSON, Secretary.

Committee on Foreign Missions

I. The Synod calls the attention of our people to the fact
that within the past year the sum of $812.25 has been contributed
to the cause of heathen missions, which includes the Negro and
the Indian mission. This report is not very encouraging, and
whereas it is true that the work at home demands our first atten-
tion, we must not forget that the Savior’s command includes “all
nations.” The Synod therefore urges our people to remember
this branch of our church work with their prayers and gifts.

II. The Synod deplores the fact that the work in our China
mission has been disturbed by the controversy on the term ques-
tion, but we have the assurance that the Lord of the church will
also direct this to the welfare of his kingdom on earth. It is the
prayer of the Synod that a peaceful and God-pleasing solution of
this problem might soon be brought about.

JusTin A. PETERSEN.
Harry FEvic.

J. R. L1EN.

E. W. ANDERsoN.

Committee on Higher Education

I. The Synod heartily approves of the action of the board
in resolving that all moneys collected for the college be used in
payment of interest-bearing debt on the college, unless otherwise
stipulated by the donor. :

I1. The Synod expresses its thanks to the business men of



109

Mankato for the contributions offered toward library and labora-
tory equipment.

III. The Synod expresses to the faculty of Bethany College
its approval of the manner in which the work at the college has
been carried on during the past year under the leadership of the
acting president, Walter E. Buszin. And we recommend most
highly the school to the youth of our church.

IV. The Synod approves of the work of the Bethany A Ca-
pella choir in the course of the year and trusts that the choir in the
future will continue to recommend the school to our congregations
by its song and Christian conduct.

V. The Synod exhorts the congregations to bring more lib-
eral gifts to the “lererlgnskasse” and “synodekasse.” Larger do-
nations are necessary because of the greater demands upon these
treasuries as a result of the enlarged educational program of the
Synod. :
VI. In the matter of the term of office of the president of
Bethany Lutheran College, the committee has no recommendation
to make at this time, believing it may be left to a future meeting
of the Synod under the resolution passed in the matter at last
year’s Synod meeting.

A. M. Harstap, Secretary.

Committee on Church Extension

The committee finds that the status of the church extension
treasury is far below that of last year, hence the members of the
Synod are requested to give their continued and more substantial
support.

H. A. Preus.
B. K~NuUTson.
M. O. Dactk.

Committee on Publications

The committee recommends to the Synod the following:

I. That the committee on Publications be authorized to use
their best judgment in the matter of publishing an English Annual
for the year 1931.

II. That the Synod expresses its gratification over the fact
that our periodicals, “Luthersk Tidende” and “Lutheran Senti-
nel” now are published without expense to the Synod.

III. That the committee on publications be asked to make a
special effort to sell some of the present stock of books in order
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that the book company may be provided with a larger working
capital.

S. C. Yovisaker, Chairman.

M. F. MoMMSEN, Secretary.

Commitice on Money Malters

The committee recommends : ‘

I. That the Synod accepts the recommendations of the audi-
tors as follows: “We hereby recommend that the Synod empowers
the treasurer, after having conferred with the alternate, to hire
assistance in making up a new set of books so that all the records
of the Synod will be more complete and that time be saved for the
treasurer and auditors.”

II. That the Synod authorizes the committee on finances to
reimburse the treasurer for necessary expenditures and help in
his work. :

JII. That the salary of the president of Bethany Lutheran
College be $2,500 for the coming year.

IV. That the Synod pays the moving expenses of the presi-
dent-elect of Bethany Lutheran College.

V. That the Synod donate one and one-half acres (11%4) of
the land that the Synod received from the estate of Knut Nor-
stad to Grace Ev. Luth. congregation for church and cemetery
purposes.

VI. That the Synod authorizes its treasurer to sell the Syn-
od’s two shares of stock in the American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company.

J. M. MEgLAas, Pres.
C. N. PEeTERSON, Sec.

* & *

Resolution of Synod in regard to report of committee on
money matter, paragraph V:

RESOLVED, That the trustees of the Norwegian Synod of
the American Evangelical Lutheran Church, be and are hereby
authorized to transfer to the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Congre-
gation of Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, one and one-half acres
of the so-called Norstad farm, more particularly described as the
South 14 of the S. E. 14 of Section 25, Township 19, Range 22
Fast, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, for the purpose and use of
said congregation as site for chitrch and school and cemetery, and
that they be authorized to execute proper deeds of conveyance to
carry out the aforesaid transfer.
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The above resolution was duly carried at a regular session of
the Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church, in annual convention assembled at Mankato, Minnesota,
June 12 to 18, inclusive, 1930.

Resolution of Synod in regard to report of committee om
money wmatters, paragraph VI:

RESOLVED, That the treasurer of the Norwegian Synod
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church be and is hereby
authorized to sell, assign and transfer the following described
shares of stock, to-wit:

Two shares in the American Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany, Certificate Number N Z 64965, now registered in the name
of the Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and to make the proper assignment thereof.

This is to certify that the above resolution was duly carried
at a regular session of the Norwegian Synod of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church in annual convention assembled at
Mankato, Minnesota, June 12 to 18, inclusive, 1930. We further
certify that A. J. Torgerson, Northwood, Iowa, is the duly elected
treasurer of the above named Norwegian Synod of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church and that the undersigned are presi-
dent and secretary of said Synod.

Cur. ANDERSON, President.

C. J. QuiLi, Secretary.
Norwegian Synod of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Dated at Mankato, Minn., this 18th day of June, 1930.
* * *

Recommendations of the joint committee (on nominations
and finances), in regard to the matter of editorship of our papers
referred to it: '

I. The joint committee recommends to the Synod that a sal-
aried editor be elected for “Tidende” and “Sentinel.”

II. We nominate J."E. Thoen for editor for “Tidende” and
“Sentinel.”

IT1. We recommend that the matter of arrangement for the
editor’s residence and salary be referred to the board of regents
together with the finance committee of the Syned.

IV. We recommend that the editor’s salary be paid out of
the earnings of “Tidende” and “Sentinel.”

V. We recommend that, in case the earnings are not suffi-
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cient to pay said salary, the balance be paid out of the Synod’s
treasury.

VI. We recommend that any possible rearrangement of
printing be left to the editor and publication committee.

Negermisfionen.

Negermisdfionen er en gammel og velfjendt injtitution for Sy-
nodens menigheder. Wor forbindelfe med den ftaar fra den gamle
SYnode og er den enefte misfion bi Har tilbage fra den tid.

Misfionen Har baaret vige jrugter. Al efterfom marfen ud-
pibes, forgged ogfaa udgifterne forbundet med arbeibet.

Bi har paataget 08 at jfaffe et tujind (1000) dollard. Der fom
ind til denmne midjion det jivjte aar blot omfring 400 dollars.

Synoden fenftiller derfor til fine menigheder il i¥fe at glemme
denre midjion. Kjendifab til denre midfion fan faaed bed af jub-
ftribere paa “The Qutheran Piomneer”.

9. Ingebritfon.
Q. Anderfomn.
R, PYlvigater.

Subjtilling fra fomiteen for preftefonfevencerned protofoller.

Protofollerne for den almindelige paftoralfonferens, for Mabdi-
fon-Chicago paftoralfonferensd, for Novdvejtlige og for Jotwa og
@Smmbdre Minnejota Jpecialfonferencer er gjennemgaaede.

Qomiteen finder intet feerffilt af indberette for Synoden.

Stephen Sanbde.
TG Bruftad.
Theo Ellingjomn.
J0W Moldftand.



Refolutioner

Dear Brother in the Lord, Prof. Monich,

WHEREAS, God in His inscrutable providence and love
has called from this life to her eternal home and heritage in heav-
en, as we firmly believe, our beloved sister in the Lord, Frieda
Monich,

And whereas she for years has been a faithful and highly
esteemed member of the faculty at Bethany Lutheran College and
the school in her demise has sustained a keenly felt loss,

And whereas you as her bereaved husband and co-worker
among us have suffered the greatest loss by her departure from
this life:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Norwegian Synod of the Amer-
ican Evangelical Lutheran Church, in convention assembled: That
we convey to you, dear Brother, our expression of sympathy and
sorrow but also our thankfulness to God Who gave you and us
the precious gift in her whom He now has called from the path
of a weary pilgrim to the promised land of all true believers in
Christ Jesus, our beloved Lord and Savior,

May the same Lord now in time of sorrow and trial strength-
en you with us and through His infinite mercy and wisdom guide
and lead us all in faith to our heavenly home into that happy
union, which knows no farewells.

On behalf of the Synod,

Cur. ANDERSON, Pres.
C. J. QuiLL, Sec.
* * *
Pajtor M. Fr. Wiefe, Cambridge, TWis.
Ricere paftor Wiefe!

Synoden har med gleede modtaget Deresd venlige Hilfen og beder
Gud, vor himmelife Fadber, at Hhan bil beere Hod Dem nu 1 livetd
aftentid, og med fin gode Helligaand {tyrfe og bebare Dem 1 troen
paa bor dyrebare Frelfer og ellerd ffjcente Dem alt, fom Hhan i fin
bigdom finder at beere godt for Dem.

Paa Synodens vegne,
Chr. Anderion, form.
€ X Quill, fefr.

* * *
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RQjcere Broder Per Grinde, Madifon, Wis.
Synoden taffer Dem for Dered benlige Hilfen og nedbbeder over
Dem Herrend rige velfignelje.
Baa Synodensd vegre,
Cher. Anderjon, form.
€ X Quill, fefr.
* *k *
Ricere Pajtor B. €. Forfeth, Suttons Bay, Mich.
, Synoden har modtaget Dered venlige jfrivelfe og taffer Dem
for de beri ubdtalte gode gnfter. Den bil Herbed fende Dem en gjen-
hilfen med de bedfte gnifer for Dem felb og Dered mindreaarige
bgrn.
Baa Synodensd begie,
ChHr. Anderfon, form.
€. 5 Quill, fefr.
* % *
- Rjcere broder 1 Herven, paftor . J. Strand,
Ehicago, .

Da Synoden, forfamlet Hil mpde 1 Mantato, Minnefota, har
bragt i erfaring, at De paa grund af jpgdom iffe fan veere tiljtede
paa mgoet, gnifer den at udtale fin Hjertelige deltagelfe med Dem
og beder vor Fjcere himmeljfe Fader, at Hhan gjennem bdet trgjtens
ord, hoormed De jelb har bragt trgft og veiledning il andre nu jelv
maatte blive trgitet og fiyrfet, ligeleded at Gud igjen, om det faa
er hansd naadige bilje, bil giengive Dem de freefter, jom er ngbven-
dige til fortieettelfen aof Dered bigtige gierning.

Paa Synodens vegne,
Chr. Anderion, form.
C X Quill, jefr.
* * *
Miss Olga Handberg, Minneapolis, Minn.

The Synod desires to express its sincere appreciation to Miss
Handberg for her efficient and faithful services as typist at this
‘eonvention, and for donating such services gratis.

On behalf of the Synod,

Cur. ANDERSON, Pres.
C. J. QuiLL, Sec.




Bethany College

Bethany College was discussed during the afternoon session
on Saturday.

Rev. J. A. Moldstad introduced the discussion, speaking on
“The chief purpose of Bethany College.” e urged that we are
bending much effort to establish and maintain Christian day
schools. That is the very foundation work. That is the begin-
ning. But we must not only begin, we must continue. We must
be prepared to pursue the task of training the child in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. We must be prepared to take care
of such pupils who have finished the day school, and who desire
a higher education in a school where the instruction is carried on
in the same Christian spirit and atmosphere. The future of the
Synod demands it. The chief purpose of Bethany College is to
meet that desire and demand.

Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker continued the discussion, speaking on
“The Importance of Bethany College.” . He pointed out what
Bethany means to the young people of the community outside of
our own Synod, more especially to the young people of our sister
synods. It is a school that meets the need in this part of the
church field. Our Synod is here given excellent opportunity for
extensive operation and service. Also it is offered an opportunity
to return favors and services, particularly to the Missouri and
Wisconsin synods. Bethany has a vast mission. Bethany College
now having become our school, it behooves us to support it, both
because of its mission and importance.

Rev. H. M. Tjernagel followed, speaking on “The Financial
Side of Bethany College.” He pointed out the progress made
since the Synod took over the school; that the present debt may
on the first blush of the matter still appear enormous and beyond
the power of our church bhody to handle. The difficulty is only
seeming. Co-operation, system, and determination would easily
solve the problem. If every congregation would work out its plan
and carry it out systematically and determinately, the result would
be surprising. He urged concerted action along the whole line
and advanced suggestions of methods for liquidating the debt now
resting on Bethany.

Prof. Buszin closed the discussion, speaking on “The Spirit
at Bethany College.” The spirit he had observed and experienced
was distinctly evidenced as a spirit of love and willingness to do
for Bethany College. He had not observed as fine a spirit at any



116

other school of its kind. Regarding the life and general behavior
of the student hody the past year, he spoke in the highest terms of
praise. Beautiful harmony and co-operation had existed not only
between the president of the school and the board of regents; be-
tween the faculty and the student body, but had existed through-
out. The members of the faculty had all been conscious of their
responsibility to the parents of the students, to the Synod, and
to God.

Collections for the Bethany College Debt Fund

Since last fall a steadily growing committee has been at work
which has set as its purpose to gather sufficient funds to liquidate
by April 1, 1935, the debt which has been incurred by the pur-
chase of Bethany College. With the understanding that the
Synod, through its regular channels, will take care of the running
expenses of the school, teachers’ salaries, interest on indebtedness,
and upkeep generally, this committee has to do with the amount
of the principal, which on September 1, 1929, was $61,089.83.
The plan of the committee is briefly the following: To secure as
many as possible of the pastors and representative laymen and
women of our Synod who will undertake to solicit the sum of
$1,000 each by the end of the five-year period. This money is to
be solicited in unconditional donations and pledges and in con-
ditional subscriptions, i. e. subscriptions which are to be paid only
in the event that the whole debt is covered by the date set, April 1,
1935. The committee at this time represents a potential subscrip-
tion of $43,010.00—which means that the committee membership
so far has undertaken to solicit this amount. The actual pledges
to date total $21,019.00, which amount includes both the condi-
tional and the unconditional subscriptions.

The work of the committee thus far should be an encourage-
ment to all, for it proves that our people are willing. The work
has only been started, and only a part of our Synod has as yet
heen reached. It would seem clear that, when the whole Synod
takes whole, the success of the committee should be assured. The
final goal of the committee is nothing else and nothing less than
this that the membership of the committee reach 100, so that it
can in truth be a Committee of One Hundred, with eventual sub-
scriptions totaling $100,000.00, the amount above that which is
necessary to pay the Bethany debt being credited automatically
to the church extension fund of the Synod. Let the members of
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our Synod consider the possibilities which hearty co-operation in
this matter would place within our reach. Let us all pray for and
work for the success also of this endeavor.

For the Committee,
S. C. Yrvisaker, Chairman.
July, 1930.



Diverfe fager

®udstjenefterne,

Foruden mpdetd aabningdqudstienefte Joldtesd fpndag formid-
dag fl. 11 to gudstjenefter med feftpreedifener i anledning fivehun-
ored-aars jubileeet for den Augsburgife KLonfesfions antagelfe den
25be juni 1530.

Paftor ©. M. Tjernagel forrettede ped den norffe gudstienejte
boldt 1 collegets fivfefal. Tert: Rom. 11:33—36. Paftor . 9.
Molditad tiente fom flotfer og gjovde befjendigjprelierne.

Paftor . A Madjon forvettede ved bden engelife gudstienefte
holdt i teltet. Tert: Qebr. 18:7—9. Offer optoges bed begge quds-
tienefter £il den indre misfion og Bethany College.

Mandag aften Holdied gudstjenefte med altergang. Pajtor .
. Moldftad Holdt paftoralpreedifen. Paftor L. S. Guttebs Holdt
jfriftetalen og forrettede altevtieneften.

Seslionerue.

Mpdets regulcere fesdfioner Hholdted fra fl. Halb ti il tolv og fra
to til fem. Nabningsandagterne blev ledet bed falgende: F. B. Un-
feth, M. F. WMommien, €. It. Peterfon, F. €. Thoen, P. A. Widbey,
Emil Hanfen, F. Bleetfan, &. Guldberg, Geo. O. LQillegard, M.
. Dale. Hftenandagterne Llep ledet bed paftorverne €. A, Mold-
ftad, &. €. Lee og A. W. Harftad.

Bejlutninger.
Synoden befluttede at ofrene ved feftgudsdtieneiterne jgndag for-
middag ftulde deled mellem Bethany College og tndremisdiionstasien.
Befluttet at formanden nominecer fandidater fil medlenumer af
arbeidstomiteerne. :
Befluttet at Synodens finansdfomite beftenimer, hoad der af fas-
fererensd rapport for Bethany Gollege ffal trpffed i Shynodalberet-
" ningen.
Beiluttet at fefreteeren bemyndiges til at fjgbe en protofol for
- Gyuoden.
Befluttet at formanden fammentalder et mgde af alle de jtaa-
ende fomiteer.
Befluttet at famfundets formand og fefreteer jprger for “typift”
for neefte fynodempgde.
Befluttet at Shnoden anmoder de prejter, fom maatte veeve til-
~ ftede bed vore fgfteriynoderd mgder, at frembeere for dem bove vern-
ligfte Bilfener og bedfte gniter.
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Befluttet tilftemt Fplgende inditilling of fuldmagtsfomiteen:
“PBaa jamme tid fom Synoden er villig til at undifylde repreefen-
tanter og prefter, fom maa reife Hiem for medetd afilutning, joa vil
den inditeendig tilifynde alle mpdets meblemmer at ordne fig jaale-
Des, at de fan oberbeere def Hele mpde.”

Dpbyggelie og underfholduing.

Baa jgudag eftermiddag Holdtes 1 collegetd firfejal én Fivfefon-
cert for fuldt hus. Eollegeforet, “Bethany A Capella Ehoir” paa
30 ftemmer, dirigeret af prof. Walter €. Bufzin, og nu juft tilbage
fra en foncerttur i Minnejota, Wisconfin og Jotwa, gab fit ypperlige
program. Jndimellem jong et madjefor af goede jangere fra fam-
fundetd menigheder, dirigeret af paft. A. M. Harftad. Paft. F. A,
Molditad ledede feften og YHoldt en anflaaende fale om den Augs-
burgfte Qonfesiion og Bethany College’d fald til at beerne om den.

Tirgdag aften Holdted en fomcert i collegetd forjamlingsial.
Prof. Bujzin {pillede pibeorgel, mrs. A. J. Natbig piano og jtudent
George GSullixjon og mifs Efther Thoen gabv flere jolomumre.

Afilutuing.,

©pnodempdet udialte ved reidwing en taf til mgdets bveerter,
Samfundetd aftreedende formand, paftor Ehr. Anderfon, taffede Sy-
noden for dend ftgtte, jamarbeide og overbeerenfed under Hhaud em-
bedstid. $an udtalte, idet Hhan erfjendte jin frgbelighed, at Han
havde fggt at gigre jin pligt, at fremme Synodens bel og intevesfer
pg iffe brugt. fit embede “to Tord it over ofherd”. San bad om Sy-
nodend famlede ftgtte og belvilje for fin eftermand i embedet, paftor
9. M. Tjernagel, og dnilede Herrens velfignelfe over famfundets
fremtid.

Paftor &. A. Gullizjon Tedede derpaa flutningsandagten. Sal-
men nr. 57 i “Qutheran Hymuary” bleb junget, Efeferne 4:1—14
[eft, hoorefter bgn og Herrvens velfignelfe.

Det meget pellhffede 13de ordentlige fynobdempde var endf.

€. I Quill, fefreteer.



Den Llorffe Synodes embedsmeend

Jovrmand, $. M. Tjernagel; viceformand, O. M. Gullerud:
jefreteer, €. . Quill; fuppleant, €. A. Moldjtad; fasferer, A. .
Lovgerfon; juppleant, Einar Tysfen; veviforer, Martin Hanbberg
og ®eo. Hendricts.

Board of truftees for Synoden: & € Brunsdvold, Osecar
@mwenjon (3 aar, valgt 1928); &. A. Sullizfon (3 aar, valgt 1929);
B. . Tiernagel, J. €. Thoen (3 aar, valgt 1930); . N. Edvards
(2 aar, valgt 1980).

Board of regents for Bethany LQuiheran College: S. €. Plvis-
afer, . L. Daflen (4 aar, valgt 1929); &. A. Sullizfon, X. 9.
Moldftad (3 aar, valgt 1929); A. . Torgerfon, . &. BVaala (2
aar, valgt 1929); . €. Thoen, F. A. Johnjon (4 aar, valgt 1930).

Preefident for Bethany Qutheran College: Dr. ©. €. YPlvisater.

Nedaftar for “Qutherit Tidende” og “LQuiheran Sentinel”: Pa-
ftor . €. Thoen.

dorretningsforer for “Tidende” og “Centinel”: Paftor §H. 9.
Breusd; asfijtent, pajtor &. €. Lee. )

Beftyrer for bladened udbredelie: Paftor Paul YPlbisafer.

Jernbanefefreteerer: Chr. Anderfon, &. A, Gullizjon.

Finandfomite;: . B. Unfeth, Clavence Oljon (2 aar, balgt
1929); €hr. Anderfon, M. Teigen (2 aar, valgt 1930).

Forlagstomite: €. A. Moldbftad, John Henbdrictd (2 aar, valgt
1929); @. A. Preus, O. B. Harftad (2 aar, palgt 1930).

Qomite for tndremisfionen: &. M. Tiernagel, Jujtin A. Peter-
fent, obhn I, Jordahl (2 aar, valgt 1929); L. &. Gutteby, Emil
Sanfen, Nels Spangelo (2 aar, valgt 1930); Ehr. Anderfon, jupple-
ant for §. M. Ljernagel (1 aar, valgt 1930).

) Subfomite for Vefttyften: M. F. Mommien, €. B, Ellingfon,
A. T. Danielfon (balgt 1930).

Somite for hedningemisfionen: &. €. YPlvidafer, Aley Steph-
end (2 aat, balgt 1929); &. A. Preus, John BVeterfon (2 aar, valgt
1390). .
Qomite for Church Eptenfion: A. M. Harftad, JF. O. Dale (2
aar, palgt 1929); 9. M. Sullerud, P. &. Klofter (2 aar, balgt
1930). -
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KQomite for barmbjertighedsarbeide: J. . Strand, Jper Gul-
liffon (2 aar, balgt 1929); €rling YPlvisafer, N. . Loberg (2 aar,
balgt 1980).

RKomite for menighedsifolen: A. M. Harftad, O. A. Smedal
(2 aar, balgt 1929); Baul YPlvisafer, Johu Fgrde (2 aar, balgt
1930).

Repreelentant paa Synodalfonferenfend fomite for negermis-
fion: Paftor F. A. Woldftad.

Delegat 11l Shnodalfonferenjen 1 Quincy, JU., den 6fe il 11te
auguft 1930: Paftor &. M. Tjernagel; juppleant, paftor F. A,
Deolditad. :
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* Belonging to Synod.

t Preaching Statlon.
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3. 201 151 20} 15 1 4 468 100 8,000
4. 36| 22 2 T 800 27 3,000
5. 65 5| 12{ 25 4 435 15 14,500
6. 20] 3 18} 16 6 437 55 3,000
7. 182 20! 3000
8. 20 4 33| 28 5 460 35 3,500
9. T 8 2 42
%g 28 3 8 607 27 6,000
12, 50 5 30{ 35 3 2,000 545 40,000
13. 10 1 400 95 6,000
14. 100] 8 5,312 958] 70,000
15.; 180] 34 11 19 3 12| 21 1 14 2,050 850 40,000
16. 40f 5 25| 24 11 750 633 9,000
17. 20( 22 3 225 75 5,000
18. 30 7 2 225 80 2,000
%8 14 12 100 1,000
21. 29 3} 11| 10} 28| 18 6 959 100 7,500
22, 160 7 1 12| 10} 20| 14 1 500 250 2,000
23. 13f 5 2 73 24 700
24. 12 4 1 130 26
25. 40 25
26.
27.1 160| 16 1 9,000
28. 24 3| 34| 23| 30| 14 2 4,400
29. 72 7 15 25 3 593 46 5,000
30. 62 T 5,860 7301 40,000
31.] 160] 32 1 58] 8} 36] 10; 20| 28 6 3,847 885 19,000
32.] 200| 14 1| 165 22 20| 24 1 12 5,300 800 40,000
33. 176{ 26 1 40| 6,007 1,833 54,000
34.| 180| 28 40( 6 4 10 2,588 450{ 30,000
35. 3,000
36. 3,000
37. 600
38. K . 500
39.1 180§ 21 1 3 1 4 1,630 324 14,500 .
40. 30| 22 8 767 122 12,000
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43.
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48. 32 4 25 22 6 304 107 3,000
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50. .
51. 25 24 2 1,660 248 10,000
52. 320 132 5,000
53. 40! 5 12] 1,300 34 7,000
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55. 37 6 1 6 1,216 67 18,000
56.
57. 45 4
58. 40! 4
59. 20 1
80. 19| 10} 30| 20 i 2 885 382 10,000
61. 8l 4 237 86
69. 48 45
63. 38{ 34 3 1,733 456] 13,000
64.1 160} 7 1 38) 28 4 6 1,754 248 9,000
65. 40] 15 1 2} 1.093 900 9,000
66.] 160| 17 1 1 1 1,900 10,000
67.
68. 24¢ 14 1 9 610 692 6,000
69. 16| 6] 15 T 423 488 5.500
70.| 200] 38 1 90/ 8 12§ 75 6] 1,750 22,000
T1. 44 5 201 45 9 610 160 4,000
T2. 20| 19 2 365 637 2,000
73.1 * 129 18 13{ 41 1 4,949 3,207 50,000
T4. 12 3 121 41 50
1051(248] 12 [1506[184[43712791629]697| 31 [240]$74,214]$19,454]8794,750

* Conducts Week Day School jointly with Holy Cross Congregation.




Synodens Prester og Professorer

Aaberg, O. H. (P. Em.) Parkland, Wash.
Aanestad, H. (P. Em.) Sherman, S. Dak.
Anderson, Chr.. Belview, Minn.
Anderson, Einar. ... 321 N. Farwell, Eau Claire, Wis.
Blaekkan, I i ) Holton, Mich.
Brewer, Elmer ...Forest City, Towa

Buszin, Walter E., Prof., Bethany Lutheran College,
..... . woe... Mankato, Minn.

Dale, Morris...cococoeeeocoerraene. Watford City, N. Dak.
Faye, C. Ueeiiee Box 693, Station A, Champaign, Til.
Forseth, P. C. Suttons Bay, Mich.
Guldberg, G Suttons Bay, Mich.
Gullerud, O. Moo R. 3, St. Peter, Minn.
Gullixson, G. Ao 2219 W. North Ave., Chicago, Il
Guttebg, K. L. (P. Eb.)...5340 Belle Plain Ave., Chicago, Ill.
Guttebg, L. S.oee -.R. 1, Cottage Grove, Wis,
Hansen, Emil ... Mayville, N. Dak.
. Harstad, Adolph Thornton, Towa
Harstad, B. (P. Em.) oo Box 141, Parkland, Wash.
Harstad, O., Prof., Bethany Luth. College, Mankato, Minn.
Haugen, Thos. A. Princeton, Minn.
Hendricks, John, 1101 14th Ave. S. E., Minneapolis, Minn.
Hovde, B. (P. Em.) e Glenwood, Minn.
Ingebritson, H. .o R. 1, Lake Mills, Iowa

Jensen, L. P. (P. Em.), 106 Concordia College Place......
Fort Wayne, Ind.
Lee, S. Eooorecereeeee 3955 York Ave., Robbinsdale, Minn.
Levorson, Oscar, Prof., Dr, Martin Luther College..........

e e et r et enen e ..New Ulm, Minn.
Lillegard, Geo. O., 14 Kingsboro Park, Jamaica Plain

Station ... Boston, Mass.
Madson, N. A R. 1, Princeton, Minn.
Moldstad, C. Aot 916 31st Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn.

Moldstad, J. A., 4218 Wabansia Ave., Cragin P. O..........
..... Chicago, Tl

Mgller, G. E Hartland, Minn.
Mommsen, M. F...... Parkland, Wash.
Natvig, Alvin, Prof., Bethany Luth. College, Mankato, Minn.
Nesseth, G. P R. 1, Box 95, Clearbrook, Minn.
Olsen, H. Moo Madison, Wis.
Onstad, E. J,, Prof,, Bethany Luth. College, Mankato, Minn.
Petersen, J. A. ~Scarville, Towa
Peterson, C. N Fertile, Minn.

Preus, H. At Calmar, Jowa
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Quill, Co T 701 Bridge St., Albert Lea, Minn.
Runholt, J. R . Ulen, Minn,
Sande, Stephen Hartland, Minn.
Strand, Ahlert................ 2207 W. 6th St., Duluth, Minn.
Strand, J. J. 5916 Rice St., Chicago, Il
Theiste, Hans A Forsyth, Mont.
Thoen, J. E R. 3, Amherst Jct., Wis.
Tjernagel, H. M. R. 2, Lawler, Iowa
Torgerson, A, Jueee. R. 3, Northwood, Towa
Unseth, J. B..... Waterville, Towa
Waller, M. Coocooeee 1031 Grand Ave. E., Eau Claire, Wis.
Widvey, P. A, (P. EML) oo Prairie Farm, Wis.
Wiese, M. Fr. (P. Em.) Cambridge, Wis.
Ylvisaker, E 21 Farwell, Madison, Wis.
Ylvisaker, Paul Thompson, Iowa

Ylvisaker, S. C.,, Prof., Bethany Lutheran College. ........
Mankato, Minn.
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