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THE ORGANIZATION AND ITS
MEMBERS OF THE SYNOD

The Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Luth-
eran Churck held its Third Annual Convention ‘in Fairview
Lutheran Church, Rev. Chr. Anderson’s charge, Minneapolis,
Minn., June 4th to Juse 10th, 1920.

Rev. M. K. Bleken, Lawler, Iowa, preached the opening ser-
mon on the text, Matth. 11:28-30.

OPENING SERMON.
Rew. M, K. Bleken.

Dearly beloved in the Lord! Grace, mercy and peace from
(od the Father and the Tord Jesus Christ! Amen.

We have come here, a small group of men .and women, from
various parts of the country for the purpose of holding a church
convention. The aim of our meeting is to be built up in Him,
Christ Jesus, and to be established in the faith (Col. 2:7), and
take counsel together concerning those. things that pertain to
our position and our work. We are not regarded as being of
much account, it is true, but we ought not to seek after those
things that count in the eycs'of the world, neither will our meet-
ing attract much attention, a thing which we do not deplore,
sinice we have in mind only that which is pleasing to our Master.

Because onr conscience has been bound by the Word of God,
we have not been able to join the many who have united into a
larger church body, but we will, as far as we are able, by the
grace of God, continue the old Norwegian Synod and maintain
its principles in doctrine and practice, because they are in agree-
ment with the Word of God and the confessions of our Lutheran
Church. = This, we believe, we owe our God, our fathers who
have -labored, sacrificed, suffered and.ifought for those prin-
ciples; this we Dbelieve, we owe ourselves :and our: fellowmen,
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especially our own countrymen. This is the heritage, received
from our fathers, that we feel in duty bound to preserve and
transmit to others no matter what the cost. For it is not a mat-
ler of supreme importance to gather all those of Norwegian
parentage into one great church. organization, with utter disre-
gard for the foundation upon which such an organization is
built, but to do what is in our power that there may be one
church body—large or small—among our countrymen, which is
faithful to the scriptural and-confessional principles of the Luth-~
eran church. This is of paramount importance. This we have
iried to do. But because we have tried to do this, because we
would not yield and follow the others, we have called down
upon ourselves the contumely and scorn of our adversaries, and
many of us have had to suffer on that account.” We have
labored and we have been heavy laden. And we must beware
lest we imagine that we shall have much else to expect in the
future if we remain faithful.

Do we, then, come here as a discouraged lot—to bewail our
position, because we have sufiered, have been reviled, have not
been able to get the recognition of the majority and because
many even among those who consider themselves as our iriends
predict a dark future for us and the cause for which we stand?
Far from it! But consolation and encouragement we may well
need all of us. This we look for not among men, but where
we are sure of finding what we scek, namely in the Word of
{God.

Let me, thci‘efore, at the opening of our convention read such
4 word of encouragement and draw a lesson therefrom. May
God by His Holy Spirit help us to take it to heart! Amen.

Matt. 11:28-30.

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and T
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is lght.

Iha‘& ‘which has ‘taken place in cur church these last years
has w(;a.lh:du us. to-aw earnest selfexamination: to search: our own
personal Chrlstmmty our knowledge of sin, our faith in salva-



tion by gra
&9@\’\1’0 have asked omsclve:.
guilt for what has transpired? THave we not beu unimthfu],w ,
many a time in_our calling as watchmen on the walls of Zion?
THow nuch crmlt have we not found! And our faith in the gr ac,e,
of God? How weak and feeble! And how little of the fruits
E‘gh we have to show! And what of our obedience to the
Word and our trust in its power and efficacy? Have we not
been compelled to confess that we have been full of unbelief
and- hardness of heart to believe what Moses and the prophets
have said? Under the stress of this sense of guilt we have
labored and we have been heavy laden.

But we have not taken thought only for our own personal
Christianity ; we have been joined together with brethiren in the
faith in congregations and in a union of congregations into a
church body that had for its object the proclamation of the Word
of God in its truth and purity and the defense of the truth
against all error. We had loved our church for the very reason
that it took a firm stand and did not enter into compromises,
Both friend and foe knew its standpoint. For this church also
we had labored and sacrificed. Then the ties that had bound us
together Dbegan to loosen, and the church body that we had
loved was about to be destroyed. It was determined that it should
be overthrown. The foundation on which it was built and the
principles according to which it had worked were to be sub-
stituted for others that were more in harmony with the spirit of
the times. Did not this move cause pain? Did it not cause
keen sorrow, that we had to part with so many and that we
could not walle together as before? We were in doubt, faint-
hearted and discouraged. We labored and we were heavy laden.
We turned hither and thither to seek counsel and guidance. And
where did we find it at last? In Him who said: “Come unto
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden!”

- And where did we {ind Him? Where did He meet vq? In
His Word, as it is written: “Say not in thine heart, Who shall
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above).

Or, who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up
Christ again from the dead). But what saith it? The word is
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is;.-the
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word of faith which we preach.” (Rom. 10:6-8). The Savior
himself is in this word, there we find Him, there He speaks to
us.. When our sins have weighed heavily upon us and we have
sought His face, have come to Him in His word, He has said
to us: “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” (Ps, 34:18). “For
thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose
name is Holy, T dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Es.
57:15). This He does through the holy gospel which tells us
that all our sins are blotted out hy the blood of Jesus, and that
His grace is sufficient for us. In the grace of God which is in
Christ Jesus, we have found rest and peace. This has not
failed; He has kept His promise. Come unto me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

In Jesus I find rest and peace

The world is full of sorrow;

His wounds are my abiding place;
Let the unknown to-morrow

Bring what it may,

There I can stay, ,
My faith finds all T need to-day,

I will not trouble borrow.

And is not this the most important for each one of us? Of
what should we, then, be afraid? Whom should we fear when
we have free access to Him who so kindly invites us and has
given us such precious promises? What, furthermore, has our
Lord said when we have come to Him and sought His counsel
in regard to our work as members of congregations and stewards
of the mysteries of God, in regard to our work together in a
_ charch body? WHas I1e said that if we are many, then we are
right, but if we are few, then our cause is wrong? Or, if we
are of no reputation in the cyes of the world, then we cannot
accomplish anything, then we have no influence for good, but
if we are looked up to, are honored and have a name among
men, then we are able to accomplish great things ,and the future
is ours? ‘Where i1s that written? On the contrary it is.written:
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“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord
of hosts” {(Zech. 4:6). And let us mark well the following
passages: “If ye continue in my word; then are ye my disciples
indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (Joh. 8:31). “If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and We will come unto
him, and make our abode with him.

He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word
which ye hear is not mune, but the Fatlier’'s which sent me”
(Joh. 14:23. 24). These words are plain enough. If we take
them to heart, we shall not ask whether we are few or many, if
our future in the eyes of the world is bright or dark; but the
great question will be: Do we rest in, continue in, and follow
the words of our Savior? Of this we must be certain, that we.
obey His Word and speak as the oracles of God. If we do,
then we have Ilis promises that our labor shall not be in vain.
For it is written again: “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt save
thyself, and them that hear thee” (Tim. 4:16). Considering this,
it matters very little what men may predict about the future.

“Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek
and lowly in heart” When we come to Him in His word, and
accept this word as our scle guide, we have taken upon us His
yoke. Then He has become our Master and leader, and we
have become His disciples and followers and learn of I{im. And-
we shall not want any other master or teacher, but will say with-
Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that.
Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Joh. 6:68. 69.) If we:
follow His guidance, we shall not go astray. C

What master and lord would it be better to serve than Him?
Those who' teach doctrines of men become easily tyrants that-
oppress the conscience. If they get the power, they are over-
bearing, unmerciful and hard masters. Our Savior is meek and”
lowly in heart. We read how He received publicans and sinners
and ate with them, how He received all the afflicted and op-
pressed; how He acted toward His disciples: patiently suffered.
their many. infirmities, forgave their sins, did not become tired-
of them; but instructed them with all meekness and longsuffer--
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ing. This’ shows how He:is -disposed toward all His disciples
at all times, may -He grast us grace to be likeminded with Him
that- we may he meek and-lowly in heart in all our relations,
withal firm in our adherence to His Word!

"Bl must not those who thius comie to Hiin, and follow His*
word, and learn of Him, ‘suffer ‘many tribulations? = Yes, cer-
tainly! When we read in our text about His yoke and His
oarden, we are reminded of this. He has many times spoken
about the afflictions that His disciples shall suffer in the world;
and the nearer the end the worse will these afflictions becomie.
The “disciples shall suffer for His name’s sake, because they
will not deny Him and be ashamed of Him and His Word. “In
the world ye shall have tribulation. Ye shall weep and lament,
but the world shall rejoice. Ye shall be hated of all men for
my name’s sake.” Tt cannot he otherwise. In view of this, how
is it*that He can say, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light?”
The 6ld Adam in us must die, the evil nature must he suppressed’
and our own will hroken. The support that we are apt to lean
on, must be taken away, that we may learn to trust in God alone.
The cross and tribulations are necessary that this may be ef-
fected. On this account Christ puts upon His children a yoke,
not becaus e wishes them evil but because He loves them
and wishes them well. Therefore, the apostle James writes:
“My brethreen, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptas<
tions ; knowing this, that the trying of your faith work patience.”
(1:2. 3.) And St. Paul: “But we glory in tribulations also:-
Knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience;, ex-
perience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed;-
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the-
Holy Ghost which is given unto uns.” (Rom. 5:3-5). Thus we
see-that we have no reason to be discouraged or fainthearted, but
that we on the contrary ought to rejoice on account of the
tribulations that we have experienced and with boldness meet
those that our master may have in store for us. «

-~ “And my burden is light” Tt is not light for the old Adam-
in us, which shall die. but it is light for the new man that shall-
come forth and rise; for e that lays on us the hurden gives
us willingness and strength to carry it: “And ye shall find rest
unto your souls”” That is His promise. We do not seek ‘the:
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things of this world, honor, fame, money and goods, peace and
_an easy life, but we seek rest for our .souls, peace with God
through the forgiveness of sins, a faithful guide, a patient
teacher, something firm to lean on, something that will remain
when all other things change and pass away. We find it all in
Him who has said: “Come mnto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden.” And all that He has to give is included in the
promise: “And ye shall find rest unto your souls.”” Firmly
believing on Him, let us hold that fast which we have, faithfully
continue our labors and with a brave heart meet what God
would have us meet.  Then God will grant us rest and peace here
and hereafter. ’ '
May God’s Mlessings he upon us for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

Rev. Chr. Anderson extended greetings of welcome to pastors,
representatives, and guests and expressed the hope that the Con-
vention would be rich in spiritual blessings.

Rev. B. Harstad, the President of the Synod, thanked Rev.
Anderson for the invitation and the good wishes, and called the
Convention to order. He. appointed a temporary committee on
credentials consisting of Rev. 1. A. Preus, Rev. 4. J. Torger-
son, and Mr. T. C. Satra, and the Cenvention ad]omned until
2 P. M. :

The afternoon session was cpetied with devotignal exercises
ied by Rev. B. Harstad.® The secretary read the names of the
standing members of the Synod, and the secretary ‘of the com-
mittee on credentials read his report. The President declared
that the Third Annual Convention of the Norwegian Synod was
opened in the name of the Trinue God and invoked the blessings
of the Lord upon its deliberations.

Stonding Memnbers.

Chr. Andexson M. K. Bleken, G. A. Gullixson, I.. S Guttebo,
E. Hanson, B. Harstad, J. Hendricks, H. Ingebritson, G. O.
Lllleoraa)d J. A. Molstad, H. M. Olsen, H. A. Pleus J. A, Tor-
gerson, L P. Jensen, C. N. Peterson, J. J. Strand, J. L. ’1hoen,
M. Fr. Wiese, P. A. Wldvey, S.C. Y]v1salcer; T. C...5atira, O.
P I‘V@den e
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Representatives. ;
Chr. Anderson’s Charge, Fairview Congregation: = Thomas
\ Heller, Albert Hanson.
2 G. A. Gullixson’s Charge, St. Paul Congr.: M artin Gunder-
son, Erik Furuholmen,
-2 K. Hanson’s Charge, Center Congr.: Ole Thorson, K. J.
Holstad.
v+~ E. Hanson’s Charge, Scarville Congr.: E. K. Juveland.
< B. Harstad’s Charge, Parkland Congr.: T. C. Satra, Martin
Pederson.
. Hanson’s Charge, Vor Frelsers Congr.: J. G. Sime, Veg-
ger Gulbrandson.
J. Hendricks's Charge, Evanger Congr.: Knute Opheim, Ole
Strom. '
L. S. Gnttebo's Charge, Vestre Koshkon. Congr.: Andrew
Rein, Sam Teisberg.
J. Hendrick’s Charge, Chester Congr.: Grunde Grundeson,
J. E. Thoen.
H. Ingebritson’s Charge, Lime Creek Congr.: Jehn Forde,
Martin Ludvig.
H. Ingebritson’s Charge, l.ake Mills Congr.: Ole Heglie, I..
E. Ludvig.
J. Hendricks’s Charge, Bethania Congr.: P. G. Tjernagel,
L. E. Henderson.
i© J. Hendricks’s Charge, Hartland Congr.: S. O. Nygaard,
J. Thomas.

s‘«' J. Hendricks’s Charge, Milnor Congr.: John Mikkelson.

%> T. A. Molstad’s Charge, St. Markus Congr.: Theo; Olson,
Nikolai Nielsen,

¢ H. M. Olsen’s Ch
. N. Edwards.

UH. A. Preus’s Charge, St. Luke Congr.: O. C. Hovland,
John Olsen.

arge, Our Saviors Congr.: Erik Onstad,
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/5" ]. A. Torgerson’s Charge, Somber Congr.: K. L. Hagen,
il. 5. Hansen.

14 J. A. Torgerson’s Charge, Shell Rock Congr.: Jens Spilde.

© o J. A, Torgerson’s Charge, Joice Congr.: H. Hammers, A.
T. Huso. '

gj Zion Ev. Luth. Congr., Marshfield, Ore., . G. Mellem.
Delegates.

Richland Congr., Thornton, Ia.: H. P. Petersen and Sgren
Petersen.

Advisory members.

E. B. Ellingson, Parkland, Wash.; B. Knutson, Nicollet
congr.; Ole O. Vaala, Little Turkey congr.; Oscar Pederson,
Fairview congr.; Ole K. Singelstad, Simon Stene, E. K. Tys-
sen, N. Singelstad, H. H. Rasmussen, P. J. Dahle, Lime Creek;
Q). K. Teisberg, Stoughton, Wis,; Nils Larson, Deerfield, Wis.;
Knute Teisberg, Elsworth, Wis.; Christ Crogen, Soldiers Grove,
Wis.; H. Quamme, Mt. Sterling, Wis.; B. Knutson, St. Peter,
Minn.; A. I. Martinson, Scarville, Ia.; B. M. Holt, Barnesville,
Minn.; Rev. H. J. Strand, Rev. J. A. Thorson, Rev. E. Mor-
tenson, St. Paul, Minn. ; Rev. H. W. Prange, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Rev. M. Thorson, River Falls, Wis.; Rev. F. L. Oberschulte,
St. Paul, Minn.; Rev., C. Bramscher, Detroit, Minn.; Rev. E.
A. Schuett, Crookston, Minn. ; Rev. F. J. Seltz, St. Paul, Minn.;
Rev. O. M. Gullerud, Princeton, Minn.; O. A. Thorson, East
Grand Forks, Minn,

Excuses.

Late arrival: Rev. . A. Widvey. Left before close: J. .
J. Strand, G. A. Gullixson, O. M. Gullerud. Absence: O. C.,
Hovland and J. E. Olsen, St. Luke’s, Chicago, Tl

Guests and Fisitors.

Victor Overn, Mrs. Hans Gulbrandson, Mrs. A. G. H. Overn,
Qlga, Luella and Anneite Overn, Albert Lea, Minn.; Mrs. O.
P. Tveden, Buxton, N. D.; Mrs. O. C. Grande, Cottenwood,
Minn.; H. A. Halvorson, Hanna Ottesen, Decorah, Ia.; Mrs.
J. A. Moldstad, Mrs. Geo. O. Lillegaard, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. and
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Mrs. T. Ellingson, Albert EI’liﬁgSon, Fairbault, Minn’.:; ‘Ottis
Storby, Lake Mills, Ta.; Elmer Storby, Leland, Ta.; Elmer Stens-
rud, Bennet Tudvig, Mrs. P, J. Dahle, ITnga Ludvig, Inger and
Josie Honsey, Mrs. HL. Ingebritson, Nilsine Ludvig, Edna John-
" son, Ingehorg and Sarah Stone, Anna Tyssen, and Mrs. O. K.
Singelstad, Lime Creek, Ia.; Trine Samuelson, Menomonie, Wis. ;
Mrs. T. C. Satra, Parkland, Wash.; Mr. and Mrs. A. Abraham-
son, Princeton, Minn.; Mr. and Mrs, L. Madson, Laura and
Mary Madsen, Aslak Anderson, M. Brynteson, N. Nilson, Helga
Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Jobnson, Bertha Anderson, Mrs.
0. M. Gullerud, Mrs. O. Viste, Martin Viste, Princeton, Minn.;
S. Sanderson, Ruthton, Minn.; A. C. Hoyord, Scandinavia,
Wis.; H. Sande, Mrs. S. S. Hansen, Annie and Caroline: Ander-
son, Ingeborg Hanson, Mrs. E. K. Juveland, Mrs; Emil, Hanson,
Scarville, Ta.; Thos. Joitil, Alex Hauglie, Stou0hton Wis.; Mrs.
K. L. Hacren Maria and Kaia Hagen, Mrs. Dina Torgerson,
Mrs. Ida Levorson, Esther and Geneva Mellem, G. A. Lee, Mrs.
A. L. Nostrum, Laura Ingebritson, Mrs. Mathilde Incebrltson
Edna Hopperstad, Agnes and -Dagny Torgerson, Pastor Torger-
son’s congregation; . Ode, Westbur g, Minn.

Congrega-tiom admitted as members. .

“1Our Saviors Conqrecration Madison, Wis. #Chester Congre-
gation, OKklee, an ; "Evanger Norw. Ev. Luth, Congrcgatlon
Fertile, Mimn. ;" Haitland Convlegatlon Hartland, Minn; Beth-
ania Congleganon Story City, Ia.; »The West Ixoshkononfr ‘
Clhurch, Wis. ‘ .

The following congregations have adopted the constitution
of the Synod: TFairview Congr., Minneapolis; St. Paul’s Congr.,
Chicago; St. Mark’s Congr., Chicago; Parkland Congr., Park-
land, Wash.; The West Koshlxononfr Church, Apr. 18, 1920;
"St. Luke’s, Clucago Mayv 9, 1920. -



13

" THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Venerable Synod!
Grace and peace in the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

We .deem it a great blessing and a source of enjoyment to be
permitted once more to gather together for mutual devotion,
counsel and encouragement from the word of God. We need
not labor now under the constant dread of something being
brought up, against which we must protest or which we can con-
sent to only with doubting hearts.  We all agree in abiding
sincerely by the truths of the gospel and in speaking only as the
oracles of God.

Because of the circumstances under which we' labor, we
miss so many to-day with whom we were want to assemble in
former years. This fact oppresses our hearts and fills us with
sadness and regret; for we are certainly made to feel -the lack
of all those things, which to-day are considered so necessary for
the successful accomplishment of any great task. We are only
a handful, lacking in prestige and in the advantages of being
honored by many. We have no property, nor do we receive any
consideration from the world. On the contrary, we are con-
tinually made to feel that the hands of all are turned against us,.
and that our hands are turned against them. @fﬁﬁi& we_are
aware of it, thoughts and questions_steal upon us, of how we

may hecome stronger in numbers and in the estimation

and how we may avoid all controversies.

My dear {riends, this is a serious matter. Is it the flesh or
is-it-the spirit that fosters such ideas? KEvery one meeds to make
up his mind clearly on this question. "If we are negligent in this.
respect, we may easily be caught in secret snares. " When we
must admit that we are by nature just as' vain and sensitive as.
other human beings, that we enjoy to live at ease, and that we
value as highly as others the company of good friends, influence:
and a good reputation among men, then it is to be feared that
it is the old Adam who suggests such thoughts as these, in order
to draw our hearts from the Lord. Right here we must be ow
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our guard, watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation, This
applies not only to us-as pastors, but to all fellow believers as
well. Even more than Moses, do we require the assistance of

our brethren to stand by our side and support our arms. Exod.
17, 12. )

It 15 well that we are familiar with the revealed articles of
faith, and that we have the courage to defend them. But this
is not sufficient. Much more is required. In order to he well
equipped as firm and resolute witnesses in these peculiar times,
it is necessary to know, from whence our aid niust come as well
as, where we must not seek it, even though this may be contrary
to our human reason. We learn this from our Lord’s instruc-
tions to His disciples just hefore He departed from them. Let
us take warning from the actions of the Apostles before the day
of Pentecost.

They all had agreed with Peter in making this confession:
“To whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.
And we believe and are sure that Thon art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” John 6, 68. 69. And yet they cherished er-
roneous ideas of the Kingdom of God. Neither did they believe
the Resurrection of Christ, even though Peter had bitterly de-
plored the denial of his Savior. Humanly speaking, they were in
number and prestige as destitute as we are.

But how did the disciples gain a better knowledge and greater
courage? This the Holy Spirit has shown us in the Gospel to
St. John Chapters 14—16. In these chapters we find our Sav-
iour’s painstaking instruction and His answers to our many
doubts and questions. He promises to furnish all that they need.
He strengthens and animates the irrisolute disciples to go out
into the world with the gospel of the Kingdom. Iet us diligent-
v meditate, upon this last instruction and heart to heart talk of
our Lord with His disciples. It is the Royal speach of the heav-
enly Majesty to His ambassadors. Here they receive informa-
tion both in regard to the source, from which they must seek
guidance for their work, and in regard to the preparation neces-
sary, in order to become true witnesses as well as to be able to
endure. the ‘inevitable consequences of their testimony, namely
cross and persecution from the world at large,
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The Lord had often given them instruction regarding. His
Kingdom and the importance of His work of salvation, And yet,
though they believed on Ilim, they were still, even after His re-
surrection, grooping about in spiritual darkness, entertaining
false ideas about the nature of His ngdom and dreaming of
temporal power of honor. At cne of the last manifestations
of the Lord, just before He ascended into heaven, they asked
this question: “Lord wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom of Israel?” The question shows that they even now
expected a restoration of a temporal kingdomn, in which they
might enjoy many advantages, very much as we now may dream
of better prospects for the future. But the Lord rejects their
question. However, He gives promise of help, though this help
will be of quite a different nature from what they had expected.
He says: “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in His own power. But ye shall re-
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye
shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judza,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” Acts

1, 6—8.

+ After the last Supper, in the night in which He was betrayed,
the Lord spoke at length to His disciples, and — to use the words
of Luther — “showered upon them abundantly all that sincere
and sublime consolation, which all Christians now possess, and
which every one should seek, when in grief and distress. ... But
this is not written (John Ch. 14--16,) for their sakes, but for
ours, in order that we may learn to apply this consolation to our-
selves in present and future needs, and in order that every bap-
tized Christian, who has resigned himself into the hands of
Christ, may learn to submit patiently to such tribulation, know-
ing for certain that he also shall experience fears and anxieties
which will render him faint-hearted and despondent, whether
this be caused by one or more kinds of enmity and opposition.”

Let us listenn to a portion of this glorious instruction. Among
many other beautiful things the Lord speaks as follows: “If ye
love me, keep my commandments. And T will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with
vou forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
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know hun for he dweile‘th w1th you and shall be in you. .‘I will
~not leave yotr’ L,omfovtlesq* T will come to you. N

He tla;t hath my ¢ comrnandmentq and keepeth them he it is
that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Fa-
thel, ,apd 1 w_lll love h,nn,‘:and,wﬂl manifest myself to him..

If a1man love me, hé will keep my-words: and my Father will
love him; and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.

These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with
you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father w1ll send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all ’chmgs to yotr remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you. Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto you... Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. S

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me
and 1 in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast out
as a branch, and is w1thered and men gather them, and cast
them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide i’ me, -ahd
my words abide in you, ve shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done tnto you. Herein is ny Father glorified, that ye bear’ much :
fruit ;50 shall ye be my d1sc1ple«

_Ye bave not clwo‘:en me, but I have chosen you, and or dalned
vau, that ye. should go and hring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remaiti : that whatsoevm ye shall ask of the Father in my
name hc ‘may glve it you. These things T command you, that
ye lov one another, If the w011d hateth you, ye know that it hat-
ed me bef01e it hated you If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: “but because ye are not of the world but T
]mve chot.en vou otit of the world, therefore the world hateth
youL. Remember the word that T said unto yot, The servant is
net O'reat(,r than his lord. If'they have persecuted me, they will
alqo pelsecute yon if they have kept my saying, they will: Kkeep
vours alséd,  But all these t‘nngs will they do unto you for m\
nartie’s sake, because they know nof Inm that sent me.

But When the (“0111f0rte1 is come, whom T will send unto you
from the'Father; even the “Spirit of truth, which precedeth from

=
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the Iather, he shall testify of me: and ye also shall bear witness,
1)ecau<e ve have been with me from the beginning.

These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be
-offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the
time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth
God service. And these things will they do unto you, because
they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things have
[ told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that
I have told you of them. And these things I said not unto vou at
the beginning, because I was with you. But now I go my way
to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me Whither goest
thon? But because I have said these thinks unto you, sorrow
hath filled your hearts. Nevertheless T tell vou the truth; It is-
: expe(hent for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Coni-
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of
'sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they
believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father,
and ye see me no mote; of judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged.

T have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit . of truth, is comé, he
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
show. you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he chall re-
ceice of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the
Father hath are mine: tllereforé said I, that he shall take of
mme and shall shew it unto ynu

Here the Lo1d teaches us many glorious things, boih about
the essence of the Triune God, and about His presence with and
dwelling in all those who actually keep His words. He has cer-
tainly not omitted anything, which His disciples needed to know,
and from which they may gather help and support.

- He promises to give thiem the Comforter, the Holy Ghost.
But this Comforter is not to bring any new revelation. He is to
testify of Christ and glorify. Him by bringing to their rémeyn-
Drance' and explaining to thent that which Christ had spoken,
while He was still with them. We find nothing in these words,
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which in any manner would indicate, that there should be any
co-operation between the world and the Kingdom of Christ.
Neither did St. Paul receive any such instruction from the Lord.
He rather warns against sush an idea, when he writes to the
Corinthians: “For after that in the wisdom of God the world
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.” 1 Cor. 1, 21.

Imagine for one moment the idea of James in Jerusalem, to-
gether with the Scribes and Pharisees, instituting a drive for
funds to be used for the purpose of reconstructing the kingdom
of Israel! Or of the apostles delegating Peter to establish head-
quarters in Rome, from which he, in conjunction with the gO\ﬂ
ernment of the great empire, might reform the world! Ilow
sad, that many Christians of today are misled into countenans-
ing things similar to this!

The I.ord’s promise of sending the Comforter was fulfllled'
on the day of Pentecost, when the Tloly Spirit was revealed in
the form of tongues of fire, which came upon each of the apost-
lex assembled. The Spirit served them by bringing to their re-
membrance all that the Tord had spoken to them, and, more-
over, by giving them the very words, which they were to speak
and write. For the Apostle savs: “Now we have received, not
“the Spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not with words which human wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spirit-
ual things with spiritual.” 1 Cor. 2, 12. 13. '

And the Lord has promised that not one jot or one tittle of
this revelation shall ever pass away. Matt. 5, 18, Thns, accord-
ing to the will of God and the working of the Spirit, the Script-
ures teach us with infallible divine words the whole counsel of
God unto our salvation. 1y this word alone we must abide.
We should not seek any other help and consolation than this —
to be ene with our Savior in spirit and in truth, and to be con-
tent in this union. which is maintained by the working of the
Spirit through the means of Grace.

But are we then actually well content in this alone, that we
know that we are in the presence of God and enjoy Fis grace,
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without seeking any assistance from our own conduct or that of
other men? If we are, then we will not only, through faith and
confideace in the word of God, work out our own salvation with
fear and trembling, but we will also testify with strength and
courage, as living witnesses, to the truth so that no one can justly
say on the day of reckoning, that we in any point have concealed
or suppressed the truth for the suke of obtaining peace and of
gaining the friendship of men. This we must do in order to be
saved, whether anyone will follow us or not.

But it is by no means pleasant to take up such a position. We
therefore confess: “To dissent from the agreement of so many
nations, and to be called schismatics is a serious matter. But
divine authority conumands all not to be allies and defenders of
impiety and unjust cruelty.” (Schmalcald Articles 346. Jacobs’,
Book of Concord.} Thus we must stand, in order to preserve
the prize which has been graciously entrusted to us.

Many tel! us, that we may well retain our faith and doctrine,
according to our hearts desire, if we will only associate with
them peacefully and in brotherly love. They ask us, if it is not
possible that we may be nustaken, or if we imagine, that we
have a monopoly 1pon the truth ete.

To this we answer: “The Lord says to us, as well as to all
those who wish to he guided by Flis Spirit alone: ‘Ye also shall
hear witness;” i. e. proclaim the truth in the same manner, as
the Holy Spirit declares it in the Scriptures.” It is not only
possible, that we may be mistaken, but in many things, it is an
accomplished fact, that we do err. But for this very reason, is
it so exceedingly important that we hold fast so scrupuously to
every word of Scripture, hecause God. alone does not err. We
ask therefore in turn: “Why do you not live with us peacefully
and in brotherly love, confessing the same truths with us now,
as you did formerly?

The light of the word of God must be kept uncbscured by
human inventions. Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”” There-
fore does the Lord add this warning: “Beware of false pro-
phets.” Matt. 7, 14. 15..
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- Uncertainty, lukewarmness and liberalism are dangerous, be-
cause in their wake follow several injurious things . He who
does not lay the greatest stress on man’s spiritual life in faith,
on heartfelt enjoyment of God’s unbounded grace and glfts, on
forgiveness of sins, on life and ‘salvation by faith without theé
deeds of the law, will not feel any special desire to be deeply
conceriied with the doctrine of God’s essence, attributes, grace or
means of grace, hit he puts most stress on co-operation in ex-
ternals. Conventions and discussions are occupied mostly with
practical things, man’s own undertakings, often very common
worldly enterprises, that are sometimes praised as Christian
works of charity. Definite expounding of scriptural doctrines
is frequently not desired, because that would cause trouble and
show disagreement in doctrine. Ts such church-work anything
else than popular worchip of strange gocs?

A tendency of this kind makes the church worldly, especially
when it is accompained by a desire to seek the help of the world,
whether it be the help of science, of great men, of populat
opinion; or of the state.

- That such a tendency brings great harm, we ought to have
learned by this time, both from the history of.the chuich- and
of the world in our day. The one suffers from scepticism or
doubt and gross rationalism, while the other has accepted the
doctrines of socialism, anarchism and bolshevism. Under such
circumstances brotherly admonition and exhortation are neglect-
ed by pastors and the members of the church.

Our synod has long since set forth the principles of churcli
discipline according to the word and will of God. May they
. soon again be made effective among us in word and deed!

Another fruit of this radical fault is this that people vie with
each other in gathering in many into the congregation, as if it
were the main object to have many people register their names
in the external organization and contribute money to it. Even
Tutheran congregations receive ‘as members of the church per-
sons who helong to societies that worship other gods and not
Christ. They accept them in the vain opinion that they thereb;
shall be made dlsc1ples of Christ, while among earnest Christ-

ians the act of receiving a person as d member of the church
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signifies ‘a anutual recognition.of. faith and principles. Before
admission_into the church, the applicant should be thoroughly
'nctructed with regard to the confessmn the object and means
of the congregation, so that th, parties may. know. whether. or
not they can work well together for the maintenance.and.enjoy-
ment ,of the blesnmcrs of the werd and sacraments No one
’%hOllld be tcmpted to halt between two opinions. 1 King. f18' 21.

QOur synod has also witnessed a good confession against the
ungodly secret societies. This testimony we should reaffirm,
and let us thank God Dbecause our stand in this matter is so well
known that we are hardly ever requested to conduct services to-
gether with those who teach falsely. We will stand by Mr. B.
M. Holt in his testimony against secret societies, and we hope
that he, in our sainted Rev. O, T. Lee’s place, will serve us with
reliable information on this vital question.

Unionistic, wordly church policy often plays a sad part in the
callind‘ of ministers. Then the question is not so much whether
the candidate can rightly divide the word of truth and deliver
plain, instructive sermons, that aim at the heart, without shoot-
ing ahove the mark. But the question is mostly: is he a gifted
speaker, who can associate with all kinds of people, without of-
fending anyone; will he accept a call on trial or for a certain
length of time, or a call that may be terminated at a few months’
nctice on the part of congregation or pastor, etc.? In all such
cases the calling oi a pastor is degraded to a more or less clever
charch-political business affair, without the earnest supplication
that the Lord would show whom he had chosen, Acts 2, 24,
The unction of the Spirit is needed if a pastor shall venture, like
Peter on that first Pentecost, to speak about the “determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God” and wield the twoedged
sword of the Lord, that the unbeliever mayv be pricked in his
heart, while the troubled and believing hearts get strength and
encouragement, Then he will zlso like Peter dare to say to his
kinsmen and friends: vou have by unbelief and.wickedness crn-
cified the Lord Jesus Christ....Repent, every one of you, and re-
cieve by faith the forgiveness of sins in His name.

Another seemingly insignificant matter you will permit me
to call -your attention to. According to my opinion it is com-
mendable that there in a congregation exists a Ladies’ Aid, a
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Young People’s Society and a church choir; also that the Sunday
School teachers regularly meet their pastor for consultation, for
he is responsible for the feeding of the lambs also., But when
there exists a Young Men’s Society, a Young Gitls’ Society, and-
a Men’s Society, and each one of these has its different purpose
and time of meeting, then it is a grave question, whether or not
there is danger of dividing up and scattering the interest and ef-
ficiency of the working members in such a manner that the unity
in the bond of peace is not strengthened, but rather weakened: by
varying objects and interests, that sometimes may come in con-
flict with each other. When to this is added the fact that the
minister, as a rule, is expected to attend and aid each of them,
then I must ask: is it possible for him to do all this? If he tries
to help them all, when shall he find time and strength to study
his Bible and articles of {faith, as his ministerial promise de-
mands, and to prepare his sermons, funeral addresses, and visit
the sick? Will not such a conrse soon ruin the pastor, or his
sermons, or hoth? Will' sensible Lutheran congregations endorse
such un-Lutheran tendencies in the church work?

I think the qbiect of the Tadies . Aid.is edification and enters
tainment ; and the ghject of the voung people.is.to develop home
talent and provide enterfainment and. appropriate. sociability in
the presence of at least some of the parents. If any of these
societies receive outsiders as members and institute lecture cour-'
ses with non-Lutheran lecturers, ‘then questionable things may:
easily be brought up that do not gather but scatter the flock of
the divinely called and therefore responsible shepherd.

Dear friends, let us ali, young and old, be on guard agamnst
all kinds of dangers. There is an old Roman axiom, which is
said to be the motto of Satan, namely this: “divide et impera,”
i e “divide, scatter and rule”. The Lord graciously preserve
us from such a calamity.

In our little synod there are several things, that should fill us
with joy and for which we will thank God.

To my knowledge the pastors and congregations have during
these years labored- earnestly, diligently and in harmony. The
good seed has been sown in the hearts of many, and it-shall not
return void, but shall accomplish that for which it was sent.
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One of the most encouraging things that I can imagine, is this
that our Albert Lea congregation has resolved to establish next
fall an American Lutheran parochial school. The Lord hbless
and prosper this great enterprize: and keep the congregation
from becoming tired. Such an undertaking is the most import-
ant mission that can be imagined. Would to God that many
churches soon could follow this encouraging example. If we
do not do it, a great and serious responsibility will rest upon us.
For we cannot excuse ourselves by saving that we have no
means. We are so fortunate that we need not be anxiously con-
cerned about building seminaries and colleges. Well equipped
institutions of hoth kinds we have easy access to through the
kindness of our German Lutheran brethern. Our college is now
Concordia College at_St. Paul. At this 1nst1tut10n our _professor,

Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker, has t1u< last year, successfully labored among
nianv students. He will bring his report on this matter. Or-
thodox semmanes an(l normal schools are also Open to us as if
\tyhcy Were our Owi.

But we must also see to it that our voung people who desire
a higher education do not need to attend Christless High
Schools.  In many respects the conditions there are horrible and
more dangerous than we now believe. For the purpose..of
establishing really T.utheran High Schools we, will in my opinion
.db best in joining. “I‘he National Lutheran qucation Associa-
.llon . More 1nf01m¢1t10n may he brought concerning this, if

the Synod so desires.

In this way we can with comparative ease devote our ef-
forts to the establishment of good parochial schools, and we are
not compelled to leave it to the state to bring up our children
without a single word of God, The Lord has commanded us
to bring them up in the nature and admonishment of the Lord.
Eph. 6, 4,

Qur “Evang. Luth. Tidende aud Sentinal” has, to my mind,
solved its problems well and it is large enough. I do not believe,
that a weekly should be looked upon as a book of devotion. For
this purpose the Bible, the Catechicm and the hymnbook should
be used. A church paper should contain choice articles on doc-
trine and on the defense of the truth, as well as instruction con-
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cerning dangerous tendencies of the times, besides ;reports. of
our work.

Lt

It is well that we have made a start toward a book concern.
But even here we must walk on a narrow path. For we cannot
offer bad books or the like for sale, even though money could
most quickly be made by such business. As we must beware of . -
false prophets, so also we must avoid bad books and other use-
less things. Jtis earnestly to be desired, that we could all work
diligently to_accomplish this that every family in_our churches
procure 2 family Jibrary.and. use it daily, This should at least
consist of the Altenb: urger Tcstdment the Book of Concord and
- Luther’s Smaller Catechisin, one of Luther’s postils and our
hymnbook, besides the books of instruction for our children.
We would accomplish a great. service to the church if our book
concern, together with Concordia Publishing House, could pub-
lish the Altenburger Testament in Tnglish and get the above
mentioned collection circulated and read. In my opinion, no
“other book of family devotion can be compared with that Testa-
ment. There we have the text, helps to understand aud apply it,
together with heautiful little prayers. Do not-other devotional
hooks for the family provide too little text and too much talk?

Tt is also encouraging to perceive how many earnest people
there are who wish to abide by the truth and stand firm on the
principles such as they were confessed and practised in the Nor-
wegian Synod. Such people seek our help. We are then placed
in a difficult position where we may eamly stumble B h

According to God’s word, 1. Pet. 3 15,.3ve_must. be. madv al-
W give.an apnswer fo.eyvery nan that wq‘i{ofh Hs.L regson Q_f
the hope that.is.in us,..butsve.must.set.become busybodies..in
Ws. 1 Pet. 4, 15. In cases where our help is
asked, we seek to find out, for what reason_complaints are ypagle
against the conditions in their church. If we find that the com-
plaints_concern only immaterial things.of a personal and selfish
nature, that do not wound a_conscience bound by the word of

- God, t_:,hgn we_advise not to cause trouble on <:nch accoynt, - But
‘if anvone complains for reasons that cause tlouble of cqnscmncc,

quch a person is adv15cd to meavo :
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practice. If repeated admonition of pastor or congregation or
both is without avail,_then we with a good conscience advise to
withdraw . from such.a.chusch.in onder not.to be an accomplice
Qr {0 be responsible.with. the others for the evil things. \Vhen
this has heen done, then we =erve that person with the meaus of
grace. This is not acting as a busybody in other men’s matters,
but simply professing the truth and giving reason of the hope
that is in us. 1 Pet. 3, 15,

If churches are closed against us and distribution of pro-
nerty by arbitration is denied us, let us rather lose all than file
a C01j1p1ai11t in court. T.et it go. Or shall we, hesides losing our
part of the property, epend precious time and money on a court
case, that very likely will only bring new disappointment?

- We must never forget, that we with our faith and confession
have human reason and all that is considered great in the world
against us... l.et us therefore take to heart the following words
of Dr. Martin Luther: “In this manner faith must be exercised,
be tempered and hardened, even be drawn through the fire as
the gold. TFor faith, that precious gift and treasure of God, must
break forth and become sure to me, to God, to all angles, devils
and the whole world, that it is.right. Now then, with mv con-
fession I must bring upon me the devil death and the whole
world, kings and princes, popes and bishops, priests and monks.
for by faith all that is rejected, which human reason can invent
or ever has invented unto salvation; and all the mockery of the
world must be denounced and faith alone praised as the true
treasure. ‘This the world cannot tolerate, but breaks in, murders
and kills and declares, it is better that one die thdn that the
whole people should be destroved, as Caiaphas, the FHigh Priest,
says, Joh. 11, 50. Thus the confession must break forth, that
God alone is the savior. This confession destroys us then, as
the Lord goes on to say: “they shall exclude you from the svna-
gogues and kill you.” The cross must not be portrayed other-
wise than it is done herc, for this is its true color. It is a golden
cross when we are persecuted and killed by contempt in .such a
manner that they that persecute us gain applause, praise. right
and honor on theiv side, while we on our side have only shame,
dishonor and blame in the eyes of the world which in this man-
ner would defend the honor of God, so that all the world says
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that we receive our just deserts, and that .God, the Scriptures
and all angles are against us., Here, no one must complain or
demand any right, but to be condemmed and brought eut of .the
way in disgrace. Thus also the most dishcuorable and igno-
minicus death was inflicted on Christ. He was hanged between
two thiaves and robbers: he was considered a chief criminal, and
it was said in scorn: he called himself the son of God, let Him
deliver him now if He will. There God and all' angles must be
against him. In a similar manner he speaks to us here: they
shall kill you, not outright, but with dishonor, so that the world
will say that they did God a service. Now this is a hard thing,
to remain steadfast still and confess that God is gracious and a
savior against the world, against falsehcod and fraud. Very
‘well! Let it be as hard and painful as it will, the truth must be
confessed, if we would fare well.” May God grant us His grace.

' Respectfully, I
A. Harstad.”
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DOCTRINAL PAPERS

DIFFERENCES AND CORRESPONDENCES BETWEEN
THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL,

In answer to the question: “How does God show men the
way to salvation?” we have been instructed to say: “By IHis
Word.” That is a correct answer according to the Scriptures.
That agrees with the teaching of Jesus, who refers the brothers
of Dives and all of their contemporaries to the Old Testament
Scriptures:  “They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.” Luke 16, 29. That is the teaching of the prophets.
Tsaiah 34, 16: “Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read:
no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my
mouth it hath commanded, and his Spirit it hath gathered them.”
Psalm 119, 195: *“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” Psalm 19, 8: “The statutes of the Lord are
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.” That is also the teaching of the apostles.
2 Timothy 3, 14—17: “But continue thou in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them ; and that fromy a child thou hast known
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salva-
tion throngh faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furmished unto all
sood works.” 2 Peter 1, 19—21: “We have also 2 more sure
word of propliecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

It is of the utmost importance that we uphold this truth. In
all things pertaining to our faith and life there is but one author-
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ity to which we dare bow, and that is the infallible Word of
God. All other writings, such as the public confessions, theologi-
cal works, collections of sermons and devotional hooks, may be
of great help and importance, but they must all be subordinated
to the Holy Scriptures. That has been the position of the Luth-
eran Church, and that, by the grace of God, is still our position.
In the Formula of Concord, Part I, Paragraph 1, we confess:
“We believe, teach and confess that the only rule and standard
according to which-at once all dogmas and teachers shauld be.
esteemed and judged are nothing else than the prophetic and
apostolic Scriptures of the Old and of the New Testament, as
it is written Ps. 119, 105 “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” And St. Paul (Gal. 1:8): “Though
an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto you, let him
be accursed.” Other writings, of ancient or modern teachers,
whatever reputation they may have, should not be regarded as
of equal authority with the Holy Scriptures, but should alto-
gether be subordinated to them, and should not be received other
or further than as witnesses, in what manner and what places,
since the time of the apostels, the doctrine of the prophets and
apostles was preserved.”

This is clear and self-evident. And yet there are only a com-
parative few who accept the Scriptures as the sole and suffi-
cient authority in religion. The Papists place the opinions, de-
clarations and decrees of the church fathers, councils and popes
on the same level with, if not above, the Word of God. The
Reformed churches recognize the human reason as a rule and
standard of faith along with the Word of God. And even the
Lutheran Church does not stand unitedly upon this important
docirine. Also there the inspiration of the Scriptures is at times
repudiated, and the moral consciousness sel up as a coordinate
rule and standard. o

That has always been and is today an unmistakable sign of
decadence. ‘Whenever the church recognizes other rules and
standards besides the Word of God, it opens the way for error,
corruption, and demoralization in doctrine as well as in life.
That 1s what happened under the papacy and at the time® when
rationalism held sway in the church, and that, it seems, is about
to happen again in our day. ’J:here is no lack of churchly- inter-
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est of-a certain sort. There is much enthusiasm for the external
affairs of the church; much speaking, writing and conferring
about the great world aims, tasks and policies of the church;
must zeal for the outward union of all churches. But notwith-
standing all this restless zeal and activity, there is no real interest
in and concern for the one thing needful—the glory of God,
the preservation of His revealed truth, the rightful and diligent
use of the means of grace, and temporal and eternal salvation
of immortal souls.. Christian . faith is set aside as unimportant
and unnecessary., Unitarians, Universalists, Jews and “friendly
citizens” of no faith are welcomed with open arms. IFaith in
the life hereafter, in other words, the doctrine of heaven and
hell, is openly scouted. It is no longer the mission of the church
to preach the Gospel to every creature. “The first stress of the
socially aroused Church,” declare the leaders, “falls naturally
an the economic life and the abolishment of poverty.” *“Its
object should be to promote applied religion, not a theoretical
religion. This would involve its sympathetic interest in all of the
great problems of human life, in social and moral problems. The
Church should throw herself into the modern crusade fot health,
and make it an expression of reverence for personality. The
moral and spiritual power of the Church involves responsibility
to help fashion the State after the divine ideal.” (Lehre and
Wehre, April, 1920). With one word, the Church should be,
and is being, secularized, or transformed into a kingdom of this
world.

Who will deny that we are living in an age of apostacy? Dr.
7. Pieper characterizes the “Interchurch World Movement” as
a “Protestant mystery of iniquity” (Prostantantisches Geheimmnis
der Bosheit). And a Reformed church leader expresses himself
in precisely the same way: “Another Babylon, more portentous,
more mysteriously potent for evil, more daring in blasphemy,
more impotent of power to reach up into heaven, is looming large
on the horizon, and the Church moves on to its predicted apos-
tacy.” (Lehre und Wehre, same issue).

We are reminded of the solemn question of Jesus: “When
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?”
Assuredly, it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. The
admonition of Jesus comes to us at this time with added em-
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phasis:  “Behold, I coime quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.” -(Rev. 3, 11).

“Hold fast the form of sound words!” 2 Tim. 1; 13. “Con-
tend for the faith ‘which was once delivered unto the saints!”
1 Cor. 16, 13. These admonitions were heeded by our sainted
fathers in the Norwegian Synod. They earnestly sought to put
them ‘into practice. Therefore our Synod was for a time like
“a city that is set on a hill.” That we are still in possession
of the pure Word and unadulterated sacraments we owe, under
God, to the loyal adherence of our fathers to the Scriptures as
the only rule and standard of their faith, And that is also what
we must by the grace of God do, if we are to presérve our own
Christianity and help to make our Church a light and a city
of refuge for our generation and the generations to come.

But that 3s not all.  We must adhere to the revealed Word as
the sole and sufficient authority in all matters of Christian faith
and life. We must cling tenaciously to every scriptural truth, the
smallest as well as the greatest; we must honestly and without
reservation accept, defend, preach and teach the entire, unshorn,
unadulterated truth of God’s Word., DBut more is required of
us. We must distinguish correctly between the two chief doc-
trines of Secripture, the Law and the Gospel; we must teach
and preach both the Taw and the Gospel aright. Where that is
not done, the Bible is a closed hook, the way of salvation is
blocked and made inaccessible, and bars are let down for all
manner of errors and evils in doctrine, life and church polity.
If we will fake the trouble to go through the history of the
Church, we shali find that here we have the beginning of every
controversy and the root or source of every false doctrine and
unscriptural tendency. Name, if you can, a single false teacher,
from the Judaizing Galatians down to the newest religious en-
thusiast or fakir of onr day, who has distinguished rightly be-
tween the Law and the Gospel. The misuse or intermixture of
the Law and the Gospel has been the chief cause of all great
departures from the truth of the Scriptures, by whatever name
they have become known: Arianism, Pelagianisi, Catholicism,
Antinomism, Calvinism, Armenianism, Rationalism, Pietism, or
Synergism.  This was the chief canse of the controversy on
the doctrine of Election in otr own Lutheran Church.: And this,
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unionism and worldliness which are menacing the Church of
Christ today. The bane of Christian faith and life in the Church
and in the individual soul is this fatal confusion or mixture of
the Law aund the Gospel, whereby these salutary doctrines of
God are vitiated and rendered useless, if not actually harniful
and destructive.

But this also points the way to meet the danger and remove
the evil. IMow has God through all these centuries preserved
His truth for us? By raising up withnesses for His truth, who
have had a clear and correct understanding of the differences
and corrvespondences between the Law and the Gospel. Fore-
most among these we would place Anthanasius, Augustine and
Luther ; and in more recent times, we would also include espe-
cially the name of Dr. C. ¥. W. Walther and the names of the:
truthloving pioucer preachers aud theologians of our owilt Nor-
weglan Synod. A clear and firm grasp of the character, use and
purpose of the Law and the Goépei, and faithfulness and effi-
ciency in the practical Christian application of these fundamental
doctrines was the special equipment or qualification of these
men. That made them mighty warriors in the kingdom of God.
Thus it is that the trath has been preserved and error rejected in
the confessions of the true church. And in the same way God
will preserve the Church from the inroads of error and corrup-
tion in our geaeration. The admonition to Timothy (2 Tim. 2,
15): “Study to show thyself appreved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth,” is intended also for us who now fill the ranks of the
Christian ministary. And to all of us, laymen and ministers,
Christ speaks the encouragiug words: “Search the Scriptures;
for in them ye tluuk yve have eternal life: and thev are the‘
which testify of me.” Joh. 5, 39.

But the Spirit of God himself must enlighten and qualify
us for this task. Even the apostles had to confess, 2 Cor. 3,
3. 6: “Ngt that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything
as of otrselves; but our sufficiency is of God; who also hath
made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter,
but of the spirit.” How much more we! To distinguish-cor~
rectly between the Law and the Gospel and rightly -divide the
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Word of truth is a task that far exceeds our powers. Acknowl:
eding therefore the great difficulty of our problem and cur own
inability to solve it, hut imploring at the same time the gracious
aid of God and relying upon the enlightenment of His Spirit, we
will now znter upon the discussion of this important and timely
subject: Differences anc Correspondences between the Taw
and the Gospel.

1.

The Holy Scriptures may be divided into two fundan 1entall)
different and yet not incompatible doctrines, the Law and thc_
Gospel

2

The purpose of God is attained only when we as Christians
and as ministers of the Gospel learn to distinguish rightly be-
tween these two doctrines. :

3.

The purpose of God is hindered:

a) when Christ is made out to be a law-giver, and the Go:pel
in this way iz changed into a law; )

1) when the Law is weakened or corrupted by the admixture
of the Gospel; or the Gospel is impaired and corrupted by the
admixture of the Law.

c) when terrified sinners are theratened with the law, or se-
cure and impenitent sinners offered the comiort of the Gospel:

- d) when the Gospel is not given the first place i the preach—i
ing and instruction of the church.

L

The Holy Scriptures may be dwided into two fundamentally
different though not incempatible doctrines, the‘L./m' and the
Ga.s‘pel

To the unenlightened mind the Bible is a sealed book No.
other book seems so dark, perplexing and self-contradictory. On
all sides there is apparent disagreement, not only in matters of
secondary importance, but in the all-important question as to
how a sinner may be saved. IHere all men are declared frec
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from the guilt and punishment of sin; there they are all held to
be subject. to the guilt and punishment of sin. Here man is said
ta be justified by faith alone; there the deeds of the law are
represented as necessary. Here all men are offered life and
salvation by grace alone; there they are required to do some-
thing for their own salvation. No wonder that the natural un-
enlightened man ridicules the idea that the 1Bible is inspired by
God. And yet we know that all Scripture is inspired by God ;
that “the holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” And so we know too that there can be no real
disagreement between the different pdrts or doctrines of the
Bible. All apparent self-contradictions disappear as soon as we
learn of the Spirit of truth to distinguish aright between the
two chief doctrines of Scripture, the L.aw and the Gospel.

“The Law teaches us how we are to be, what we ought to
do, and what we ouglt not to do.” *The Gospel teaches us
what God of His grace in Jesus Christ has done, and still does
to save us.” Explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism, ques-
tions 14 and 13,

At first glance it appears as thongh these two doctrines had
nething in common; but upon closer inspection we find that
there are certain respects in which they are alike.

1. They are both a part of God’s Word; both doctrines are
divine. Dent. 10, 4. 1 Thes. 2, 13.

2. Thev are both equally necessary: without the law we
could not understand or accept the Gospel; and without the
Gospel the law would not help us, but would only condemn us.
Gal. 3, 21-24. h

3. They are both of umiversal application: both concern all
men. Rom. 3, 22b-24.

4. They are both holy and perfect: both are for this life and
the life to come: both aim to promote the salvation of sinners
here and hereafter, with this difference only, that no man can
be saved by the law, but every man must be made ready for the
saving (ospel by the law, and every believer must derive strength
from the Gospel to obey the law, insofar as this is possible. Rom.
7, 12, Gal, 3, 21, 22. Phil. 4, 13,
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These- are the most important points of similarity‘between
the law and the Gospel: And now, what are the differences?
Let mé point them out in accordance with the plan worked out
by Dr. Walthér in his excellent lectures on the Law and the
Gospel:

The T.aw and the Gospel are different: 1. with regard to the
manner in which God has revealed them to men; 2. with regard
to their content; 3. with regard to the promises they make; 4.
with regard to the threats of the one; and the absence of threats
in the other; 5. with regard to their effects; and 6. with regard
to the persons to whom they should be preached.

In the first place; then, the law and the Gospel are different
with respect to the manner in which God has revealed them. Man
krows the law by nature, for already at creation God inscribed
the law in his beart. This insription of the law in the human
heart has by reason of sin lost some of its original clearness and
legibility, but is not altogether effaced. TIor this reason even
the tingodliest man is startled in his conscience by the preaching
of the law, and must acknewledge God to be right when He
judgeth. Ps. 51, 4. '

It is different with the Gospel. The Gospel is a message, tid-
ings, a revelation, a proclamation of God’s plan of salvation,
conceived by Him .in eternity, and carried into effect by :Him
in time. The Gospel is a mystery of God, which no man .can
know by his unaided reason, but only by supernatural divine
revelation. Thercfore the Gospel is not only foreign, but it is
down-right foolishness to the natural man. 1 Cor. 1,18.

Romans 2, 14. 15 may be taken as a proof-text for what. has
been said about the law: “For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by natiire the things contained in the law, these,
having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which show the
~work of the law .written in their hearts, their conseience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or
else excusing one another.” . The moral faw is stamped upon the
heart. and- consciences - Lt-is not, like the Gospel, a product of
sul)ernaful'al, revelation. . God gave the law a second time on
the two- tables of -stone, only for the purpose of restoring v'the
ohscure inscription in the heart. ‘ h



. Romans 16, 25. 26 confirmis what we have said about the
Gospel: “Now to him that is of power to establish vou accord-
ing to my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret.gince the
world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the é\}éi‘last-
ing God, made known to all nations for the obcdiencévof’} faith:
to God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever.” The
Gospel is called a “mystery”, “kept secret’”, “but now made
manifest”, “for the obedience of faith,”

This is an important difference. All religions have the moral
law, but only the Christian religion has the Gospel. If men did
not have the moral law engraved upon their hearts, they would
not listen to the preaching of the law. But now we can convict
them of sin. Therefore we must confidently and cheerfully
preach the law. It is thas, and thus only, that the sinner may by
the grace of God repent and believe the Gospel.

In the next place, the law and the Gospel differ with regard
to their content. The law tells us what we should do and not
do, and what the condition of cur hearts should be. The Gospei
says not a word about these things, hut tells us only what God
has done and still does for us. The law speaks of our deeds;
the Gospel only of the deeds of God. Ten times the ‘Decalog
warns: “Thou shalt, thou shalt not?’ The Gospel, on the other
hand, ‘demauds nothing of us. It merely anneunces: “Al is
ready ; the table 1s set; cone, eat and drink, and still your hunger
without money and without price. ‘The Gospel does not com-
mand: it only offers and invites. .

Gal. 3, 12: “The law is not of faitli; but the man that doeth
them shall live ju them.” The law knows nothing of repentance
and forgiveness of sins. The law does not say: *“Repent, be
converted, mend your ways, and vou shall receive pardon, life
and salvation.,” No, not a word of it. The law commands and
demands only: grace, mercy, love, reconciliation, pardon, are
words not fcund in the vocabu]ai'y of the law. The Gospel, on
the contrary, never commands or demands, but always offers,
gives and confers. ,

~ Joh:-1,17: “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and

trith came by Jesus Christ.” 2 Cor. 5.19: “God was in Christ,
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reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia-
tion.” The Gospel consists of nothing but grace and truth. It
is a “Word of reconciliation”; it offers us peace with God.

In the third place, the law and the Cospel differ with regard
10 their respective promises. ‘The law promises the very same
thing as the Gospel, namely, eternal life. But there is an im-
portant difference, the law premises conditionally; the Gospel
unconditionally. ‘The law says: Do this and that; love God
with all thy soul, heart, and mind and strength, and thy neighbor
as thyself; be pure, holy, perfect, without sin, and thou shalt
live.,” The promise of the law is therefore not a matter of con-
gratulation, but of utter discouragement; for no one is able tc
fulfill the cendition, and hence, according to the law, no one is
able to attain life and salvation.—[Tow comiorting, on the other
hand, is the promise of tlie Gospel! It is unconditional. The
‘Gospel promises us life and salvation by grace alone,without
any merit or worthiness in us. The Gospel exacts nothing: it
offers and invites only, sayving: “Come, accept life and salvation
as a pure and simple gift of God’s grace!”

Leviticus 18, 5: “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and
my judgements: which if a man do, he shall live in them: 1
am the Lord.”

Luke 10, 26i. To the lawyer’s question: “What shall T do
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered: “What is written in
the law? Iow readest thou?’ And when the lawyver replied:
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself,” Jesus said: “Thou hast answered
right: this do, and thou shalt live!” Jesus declares here that he
who really keeps the law shall thereby attain eternal life. But
this is a condition which can not but plunge every honestly seelk-
ing soul into the darkest despair. :

The Gospel, on the other hand, offers life and salvation with-
out any condition whatever. Mark. 16, 15, 16: “Go into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved.” Here nothing is said
about what we must do or not do. We are merely invited to
accept, to believe the Gospel. '
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Rom. 3, 23. 24: *There is no difference: for all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

Eph. 2, 8 9: “Iiy grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest
any man should boast.”

Again, a wide difference hetween the law and the Gospel.
The former says: “Earn your salvation, and you shall have it.”
The latter says: “Jesus has already purchased life and salvation
for you; believe this, accept ihis and put your trust in this, and
you shall have eternal life. A precious difference! It is the
knowledge of this difference that gives the Christian the courage
to sing: “Whe shall the Lord’s elect condenm? 'Tis God who
justifies their souls; And mercy, like a mighty stream, O’er all
their sins divinely rolls.”

In the fourth place, the law and the G(;spcl differ with re-
gard to the threats of the one and the absence of threats in the
other. The law menaces all men with the wrath of God, tem-
poral and eternal punishment, because they are all sinners. The
Gospel has never a word of threat to utter.

Deut. 27, 26: “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the
words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say,
Amen,” The law pronounces a curse not only upon him who
grossly sins against several or all of the commandments, but
also against him who offends in one point only. Therefore 5St.
Paul draws the significant conclusion from this passage: “As
many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them.” Gal. 3, 19.

Such threats are entirely foreign to the Gospel. Jesus Him-
self tells us wherein His Gospel consists: “And he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood
up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of
the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the bool, he found
the place where it is written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach de-
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liverance to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are hruised, to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord’ And he closed the book, and he gave it again
to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began
to say unto them, This day is this scripure fulfilled in your ears.”
Jesus wishes to say: *Behold, that is my doctrine; T bring ne
new law, and no threats, but glad tidings with comfort and help
for all.” This is alse St. Paul’s conception of the Gospel, 1
Tim. 1,15: *““This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief.” No menace, no threats; only glorious as-
surances and promises, even for the greatest sinner!

- In the fifth place, the law and the Gospel differ with respect
to their effects.

The effects of the law are:

1. that it, indeed, points out, what we must do to please God,
but leaves us powerless to do this, only stimulating the more our
natural desire to do evil and disinclination to do good;

2. that it, indeed, lays bare, the guilt and distress of sin; but
offers no escape therefrom;

3. that it, indeed, works contrition and repentance for sin,
and fear of God’s wrath, death and the judgement; but gives no
comfort, and only leaves the unhappy creature to perish in his
5ins.

Rom. 3, 20: *“Therefore by the deeds of the law tliere shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for the law is the knowledge
of sin.”

Rom. 7, 7-9: “I had not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust except the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet. But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought
in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin
was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the
commandment came, sin revived, and I died.” Lust is sin,
though the world does not regard it as sin. “I can’t help it,™
says the worldly man; “T am so constituted.” He secks to jus-
tify himself: “I have committed no sin; I have not. committéd,
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theft, murder, or adultery.” He does not realize that his heart
is totally depraved and turned away from God. But let the law
come with its stern prohibitions and threats against hatred, lust,
envy, impurity and covetousness, and sin is imunediately revived;
the  worldly man begins to realize the great power, guilf, and
dammableness of sin. DBut that is all. The law brings no com-
fort, no ray of hope. It merely says: ‘Do this, and thou shalt
live.”  With the law, therefore, as our only refuge, we should
all miserably perish. 2 Cor. 3, 6: “The letter killeth”.

The effects of the law are seen from the impression made
upon Israel, when God spoke the commandments from Mt. Sinai.
Exodus 20, 19: “And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us,
and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.”
The effects are seen in the attitude of the rich young man, Luke
18,22, 23. He wanted to stand or fall by the law. Then Jesus
said to him+ “Yet lackest thou one thing : seli all that thou hast,
and . distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come, follow me.” What was the effect? “And
when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very
rich.”  The statement Christ makes in the next two verses about
the great difficulty with which the rich are saved shows how
futile it is to seelc salvation in the law.

The effects of the Gospel, on the other hand, are:

1. that it, indeed, requires faith, but itself produces this
faith; -

2. that it does not punish sin; but takes away the remorse
and terror of sin, and fills the heart of the sinner with peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost;

3. that it demands nothing, neither a good and pure heart, nor
a-changed life, nor good works; but by its own inherent power
changes the heart, imparts 'to the sinner the desire and power to
love God above all things and his neighbors as himself, and thor-
oughly furnishes him unto all good works. L

Rom . 1, 16: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth.”

Eph. 2, 8-10: “By grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it 1s a gift of God ; not of works, lest any
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man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works,” Saved by grace through faith.
Faith i3 necessary, but faith contributes nothing toward our sal-
vaticn, else we should not be saved through grace. It is right and
scriptural to pray as we do in our confessional prayer: “Through
the faith which is given and increased in my heart by the Holy
Spirit, forgive me all my sins.”

Gal. 3, 2: “This,only would I learn of you, Received ye the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” The
new life was wrought in the Galatians only by the “hearing of
faith”, the Gospel.

Acts 16. 23-34: To' the question of the terrified and tremb-
ling prisonkeeper: “Sivs, what must T do to be saved?’ Paul
replied: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.”” And in the same moment faith was
granted him; for we read: * And he was baptized, he and all
his, straightway, and rejoiced, helieving in God with all his
House.

Rom. 8, 2-4: “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,

condemmned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.” Here the law and the Gospel are contrasted, so far
as their effects are concerned, and a clearer, briefer, and more
complete statement of the difference could not be given.

The law and the Gospel are different, in the sixth place, with .
reference to the persons to whom they should be preached. The
law, and nothing but the law, should be preached to secure and
impenitent sinners; on the other hand, the Gospel, and the Gos-
pel alone, should be preached to terrified and penitent sinners.

1 Tim. 1, 8-10: “But we know that the law is good, if a man
use it lawfuily: Jknowing this, that the law is not made for a
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the un-
godly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers
of fathers and murdevers of mothers, for manslyers, for whore-
mongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for men-
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stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine.” Hence the law
and not the Gospel should be preached to impenitent sinners.

Isa. 61, 1-3: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; hecause
the Lord hath anointed me to preach gocd things unto the meal;
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim li-
berty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that
are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to ap-
point unto them that mourn in Zicn, to give unto them heauty
for aches, and oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness.” IHere we are told in equally clear lang-
uage that only the Gospel and not the law should be preached to
bruised, broken-hearted and penitent sinners.

IL

The purpose of God 1w attained only when we as Christians
and ministers of the Gospel learn to distinguish rightly between
the law and the Gospel.

It we have now scen wherein the differences and correspond-
ences of the law and the Gospel consist, it behooves us to learn
now to distinguish: correctly between them, so that we do not
miisuse, misapply, or corrupt them, and thus hinder God in the
work which He desires to perform through them.

According to the Scriptures, then, it is God’s purpose with
the law to punish sin, work repentance, prepare the heart to re-
ceive the Gospel in faith, and, finally, to show the children of
God how they miust manifest their faith in a new and holy life.
God’s purpose with the Gospel, according to the Scriptures, is
not to punish sin, but to comfort the smner, create and preserve
the new life in his heart, impart peace and joy to him and the
desire and power to love and serve God and his neighbor accord-
ing to the precepts of the law, and, at least, to grant him eternal
salvation through faith in Christ.

Put God's purpose with the law and the Gospel can and will
be attained only when we both as Christians and as pastors learn
to distinguisl: rightly between them and to use and apply them
in the manner prescribed by God. That this is ‘a duty which
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rests not only on pastors, but on every Christian, is self-evident;
but it may also be inferred from the many exhortations addres-
sed in the word of God to all Christians. Christ savs; Joh. 5,
29: “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life; and they are they which testify of me.” Of the Christians
at Berea we are told, Acts 17, 11: “These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in-that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.”” And to the Galatians St. Paul writes,
Gal. 3, 1-3: “O {foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that
ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ
hath been evidently set ferth, crucified among you? This only
would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun
m the Spirit, are ve now made perfect by the flesh?” As mini-
sters cannot preach and teach rightly, without distinguishing cor-
rectly between the law and the Gospel, so lay-Christians cannot
believe rightly, without distinguishing properly between these
two fundamental doctrines. By misapplying or corrupting the
law and the Gospel many a Christian has suffered the shipwreck
of his faith,

But it is still more urgent for pastors to learn to distinguish
properly between the law and the Gospel; for with them it is not
orly a question of saving their own souls, but they watch over
the couls committed to their care, “as they that must give ac-
count.” Hebr. 13, 17. On this point the Scriptures bear no un-
certain testimony. In his secorul pastoral letter to Timothy St.
Yaul writes (2 Tim. 2, 15): “Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of truth.” The apostie describes a true mini-
ster of the Gospel. He must he a man who is able rightly to di-
vide the word of truth. It is not enough that he knows and ex-
pounds every doctrine correctly according to the Scriptures. He
must also preach every doctrine at the right time and place, to
the right persons, and in the proper relation to every other doc-
trine  He does not rightly divide the word of truth, if he preach-
es the law exclusively, or the Gospel exclusively. Neither does
he divide the word of truth rightly, if he intermingles the law
and the Gospel. In this way he would offer his hearers deadly
poison instead of pure, nourishing food.



43

The same truth is taught by thie Savior, Matt. 13, 52: “There-
fore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven
is like unto a man that is a householder, which bringeth forth
out of his treasure things new and old.” In scriptural usage the
term “new” often denotes the new Covenant, or the Gospel, and
the “old”, the Old Covenant, or the law. (Comp: Isi. 42, 9; 181.
42, 9 and Solomons Song 7, 13). That is also Luther’s view. The
“treasure” is the word of God, the law and the Gospel: “For in
these twain is embodied the entire divine wisdom.” He only is a
true scribe instructed unto the kingdom of heaven who brings
forth out of his treasure both the law and the Gospel, hut as
something totally different, just as the new is different from the
old,

A similar statement is found i Luke 12, 40, 43.: “And. the
Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom the
Lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their por-
tien of meat in due season? Blessed 1s that cervant, whom his
Lord when he cometh shall find so deing.” Another character-
ization of a true minister of the Gospel. As a wise aud faithful
head of a family gives the right food at the right time to each
member of his household, so a faithful pastor sees to it that each
of his hearers is given the proper food at the right time: care-
less, indifferent, secure and hardened sinners the harsh demands,
threats and punishment of the law; terrified and penitent sin-
ners the friendly assurance and help of the Gospel.

Ezek. 13, 18-22: “And say, Woe to them that sew pillows to
all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every stature
to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye
save the souls alive that come unto vou? And will ye pollute me
among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of hread,
to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive
that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your
lies? Wherefore thus saith the T.ord God; Behold, T am against
vour pillows, wherewith ye there huit the souls to ihake them
fly; and T will tear them from your arms, and will lét the souls
go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. Your kerchiefs
also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand,-and they
shall be no more in your hand to Hé hunted; aid ye shall know
that I am the Lord. Because with liés ye have made the-heart
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of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strength-
ened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his
wicked way, by promising him life.” This is an earnest word to
all pastors and teachers of the church, that they should rightly
divide the Word of truth- preach the iaw, and nothing but the
law, to all impenitent, rebellious, selt-righteous sinners; but, on
the other hand, comfort, heal, and raise up all anxious, sad and
heart-broken sinners by the preaching of the blessed Gospel.
Here nothing less than the life of the soul is at stake, our hearers’
and our own, for God will require from our hands the souls of
those that perish through our negligence or unfalthfulness in the
preaching of the law and the Gospel

Zeck. 11, 7: “And 1 will feed the flock of slaughter, even
vou, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves: the
one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the
flock.” Tt is the Messiah who speaks. He describes his flock,
There are two kinds of sheep: “the flock of slaughter” and the
“poor of the flock”; disobedient, impenitent, rebellious sinners,
and frightened, crushed and penitent sinners. The two staves,
“Peauty” and “Bands” are the Gospel and the law. The Lord
does not use these indiscriminately, but each m its proper place;
the staff “‘Beauty” for “the poor of the flock”, and the staff
“Bands” for “the flock of the slaughter”, When He called us
to watch and feed His lambs and sheep, Fle placed in our keep-
ing the same shepherd staves; and now we must use them in the
same way as He. When we do, we shall be true ministers, “ap-
proved unto the Lord, workmen that need not be ashamed, right-
. ly dividing the word of truth.”

But there we shall not get far with our own wisdom. “Who
is sufficient for these things?”’ exclaims the apostle Paul, 2 Cor.
2, 16. And Luther makes the same confession. In his Table-
talks, W. xx11, 653, he says: “There is no man on earth who
can distinguish correctly between the law and the Gospel. We
imagine that we can, but lack much; only the Holy Ghost knows
the art. Also I supposed that I could do it, because T had writ-
ten so long and so much; but, in truth, when T am put to the test,
I see how far I fall short.” And in another place, W. 1, 415, he
writes: “He who knows this art, the art of dividing aright the
law and the Gospel, let him take the seat of honor and be called
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a doctor of the Holy Scriptures. For without the Holy Ghost
it is impossible to strike the difference. I discover it in myself,
see it also every day in others, how difficult it is to keep the
teachings of the law and the Gospel apart. The FHoly Ghost
must be the master and teacher here, otherwise no man on earth
would be ahle to understand or teach.”

This we too must know and acknowledge. The Holy Ghost
must be our master and teacher, IHe must teach us the subline
and difficult art to distinguish aright between the law and the
Gospel, first as Christians and next as ministers of the Gospel.

We have already seen how comperatively easy it is for the
law to spealc to men, because (zod has engraved it upon their
hearts. When the law says: “This you must do; this you must
not do; thus vou must be at heart, pure, holy, without evil lusts,
hattred, envy, greed, the natural, unconverted man replies: “Yes,
that is right: thus I should conduct myself; thus I should be in
heart, mind, and character.” But there the matter ends. The law
gives man no desire or power to fulfill the law. The law only
worles wrath, Rom. 4, 15. The law revives, awakens sin, Rom.
7, 8. The law does not take away the hardness of the heart or
the rebelliousness of the wili. “The carnal mind is”, and con-
tinues to be, “ enmity toward God: for it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can bé.” Rom. 8, 7. The law saves and
delivers no one from sin. It leaves man to perish in his sins;
either hardening his heart, so that he gives himself up to a stiil
more abandaned life of sin, or loses himself as comipletely in:
self-righteousness and pharisaism, or it plunges him headlong
into misbelief, dejection and dispair. The law will never at
tain its divine purpcse, work repentance in the heart, and pre-
pare it for the Gospel! of salvation, unless the Holy Ghost per-
forms his work through the law upon the sinner’s heart.

But it 15 far more difficult for the Gospel to speak to mern,,
because the Gospel is not, like the law, written in their hearts,
but is a divine revelation. Yes, so foreign and unintelligble is
the Gospel to the natural man, that it is a stumblingblock and
foolishness to him. 1 Cor. 1, 23. And not that alone ; even the
children of God at times are greatly distressed and afflicted, be~
cause they are not able to grasp and appropriate the full comfort
and help of the Gospel. This was true of David. We see how
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hard it was for him to gain peace for his soul after his conver-
sion and restaration,; from his many penitentian psalms, in which
he pours out his distress to God and implores His forgiveness.
David’s- experience has heen the experience of countless Chris-
tians. It was also Luther’s experience. Every one who is ac-
quainted with the life of Luther, knows how long and hard he
had to battle before he was able by the grace of God to make
the comfort of the Gospel his own. For this reason there is no
one since the days of the apostles who can speak of these things
with such deep understanding as Luther. He says, W. VIII,
1792, “In affliction you will discover that the Gospel is a rare
guest in the conscience, while the law is a daily companion. For
hy nature reason knows the law. Therefore, when your con-
science is terrified at sin, revealed and made exceeding great by
the law, you should say: There is a time for dying and a time
for living, a time to hear the law, and a time to ignore the law, a
time to hear the Gospel, and a time not to hear and not to give
heed to the Gospel. Now let the law be gone and the Gospel be
ushered inj; for it is time to hear the Gospel and not the law. But
you have done no good, but grossly sinned. That I acknowledge,
but I.have forgiveness through Christ, for whose sake all my
sins are forgiven.” -— But when the conscience is not at war, and
the duties of your calling must be performed, then, whether you
are a minister of the Gospel, or a magistrate, or a husband, or a
teacher or.a pupil, it is:time not to hear the Gospel, but the law,
for you must be faithful in your calling.” Luther writes further
in his exposition of Psalm 131, W. IV, 2881,: “Some imiagine
that they understand these thmgs perfectly well, but vou must
Deware of such presumption, and reflect that you are the discip-
les of the Word. For Satan is such a master, that he is easily
able to conceal the difference and impose upon us the law in the
place of the Gospel, or the Gospel in the place of the law. How
often does it not happeu to people who are in the death-struggle,
that thelr conscience seizes upon certain Scripture-passages,
which in reality belong to the law, and thus miss altogether the
comfort of the Gospel. As, for example, Matt. 19, 17: “If thou
v1lt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Likewise Matt.

7, 21: “Not every that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
in to the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
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Father which is in heaven.” Through these and similar passages
of Seripture the heart is often so confused. that it does not see
anything except what it has done or should have done; in other
words, what God forbids and demands.” When the heart books
at this it forgets everything that Christ has done, and all that
GGod promises to do through Christ. Therefore let no one be so
presumptuous as to believe that he has attained perfection in
these matters.” :

It is a most difficult matter to distinguish correctly between
the law and the Gospel ; so difficult in fact, that none can do 1:t,
unless he learns it of the Holy Ghost. “No man can say that
“Jesus is the Lord, hut by the Holy Ghost”, 1 Cor. 12, 3. But by
the aid of the Holy Ghost it is possible. “And hereby we know
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts hefore him.
For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things.” 1 Joh. 3, 19. 20. Qur own heart condemns
us. That is natural, for the law speaks a language which is easy
to understand, and our couscieuce is on the side of the law.  And
the more we are in earnest, the more our hearts will condemn us.
But the Spirit of God has opened to ns the truth of the Gospel.
He has taught us that “Cbrist 1s the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth”, Rom. 10, 4. And we cling to
this truth, even though it be with a weak and fatering faith, so
that we must say: “‘I helieve, Lord, help my unbelief!” The
Spirit has taught us the difference between the law and the Gos-
pel. And this difference we turn to our own advantage. With
the apostle John we say: “God is greater than our heart, and
knowetl: all things; He has pronounced another sentence: He
has befriended and acquitted us in His own dear Son, Christ
Jesus.” Dut it is a difficult art, We shall never master it as
long as we live. There will be moments when we do not sec
clearly the difference between the law and the Gospel, moments
when the law will crowd out the Gospel — moments of distress
and affliction. But at such times when law tries to terrorize us,
we must straightway seek refuge in the Gospel.

It is this art, then, the art of distinguishing aright between
the law and the Gospel, that we must all learn, both laity and
clergy. Gods purpose with us as individuals is not attained be-
fore we have learned this art in the School of the Holy Spirit.
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Only in this way can we become the children of God and be
saved. And the children of God we must all be, also we min-
isters; for how can we instruct others in this difference, if we
do not know it ourselves; and how can we make the proper use
of the Jaw and the Gospel .and cause them to do their God-ap-
pointed work in the hearts of our hearers, if we have not ex-.
perienced their divine effects in our own hearts? We ministers,
need to be regenerated Christians. Qur hearts must be the work-
shop of the Holy Ghost. In this way, and in this way only, shall
we become approved workmen of God, thut need not be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of truth.

Dr. Walther says on this subject in his excellent book, Ge-
setz und Evangelium”, pp. 4% and 30, If any one desires to be
a true “dokimus”, (a tried and approved workman before God)
he must first be a Christian. He may perhaps be able to dis-
course correctly on all dogmas, but that is not enough. He must
also know how to portion out to all the souls in his congregation
just what each of them needs. That is pessible when the pastor
is able to discern accurately the condition of every soul. But
that is extremely difficult, just as diagnosis is one of the most
difficult tasks of the physician.: It is not enough that you use
the living, keen-cutting Word of God. You may easily kill the
soul with this sharp sword, if you do not give what is required.
Therefore a pastor must be able to determine whether he is deal-
ing with a hypocrite, or a true Christian; one who is spiritually
dead, or one who is awakened out of spiritual sleep; one who is
afflicted by the devil and his own flesh, or one who through his’
own wickedness is caught in the toils of satan. For this reason’
a pastor who knows no experience may so easily mistake a hypo-
crite for a true Cliristian. Qur preaching must be of such kind
that our hearers are at once ready to say: ‘“That is intended for
vou! e has described the hypocrite precisely as you are.” Or
the pastor has described the afflicted in such a way that the lat-
ter must say: ‘“That is my condition.”  Also the penitent must
soon conclude: “That comfort is for me; I must make it my
own.” The terrified sinner must be ready to exclaim: “0, what
sweet comfort! That is for me.” Yes, also the impenitent
must feel constrained to say within himself: “There is no deny-
ing it: that is an exact picture of me.” The pastor must know
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the art of painting the inner life of his hearers. It is not enough
simply to present the abstract truths. One may be orthodox;
one may be fully instructed in Scriptural truth, but if he does not
himself hold the right relation toward God, has not settled his
own account with God, has not himself arrived at certainty as
to whether Lis own sins are forgiven, how can he preach a truly
Christian sermon? The heathen maxim: ‘Pectus disertum facit’,
‘the heart makes eloquent’, is applicable also here. Indeed, only
in the school of the Spirit. only in affliction, is it possible to dis-
tinguish rightly between the law and the Gospel. Therefore the
people are so eager to read the sermons of Luther. — It is also
indeed a joy to read Luther’s sermons. You find yourself on
every page. At first he frightens you terribly, so that vou are
on the point of losing both sight and hearing; at first he hurls
vcu down into the abyss, but hardly has he done that before he
is saying: ‘Do you believe that? “Yes!” ‘Good, then come up
to a place of safety again!” There are crashes of tunder and
flashes of lightning; but immediately thereafter, the soft sigh-
ing of the Gospel breezes. It is impossible to resist; one must
say: ‘That is good, nourishing daily bread; that is the proper
food for my soul!” ILuther does not direct one to take a long
roundabout way; he does not give many lessons as to how to
find the way out; but when he has brought his hearers to the
point where they see that they are poor sinners, he sayvs to them:
‘Listen, the grace of Christ is greater than all the sin of the
world ! He preaches the law and the Gospel side by side, so
that the law, illuminated by the Gospel, hecomes far more ter-
rible, and the Gospel, illuminated by the law, becomes far sweet-
er and more comforting. This we must learn from our dear
father Luther. Then people will hear also us. It will interest
them. They will know that at this time the pastor seeks to help
them out of their trouble and distress, so that thev may leave
the church with peace and joy in their hearts.”

This art of preaching Luther certainly learned in the school
of the Holy Spirit; and we must learn the same art there. Like
him we must throw ourselves with heart and soul into the study
of the Scriptures and learn all of its precious truths. ILike him
we must not shrink back from a little exertion; we must not in-
sist too mush upon i eight hour day. Like him we must work
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out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Like him we
must battle our way to greater knowledge, understanding and
efficiency through earnest and untiring prayer to God. And it
will not be in vain. In this way also we shall become better
Christians and better preachers; for, as the apostle Paul says:
“Such trust have we though Christ to God-ward; not that we
are sufficient of ourselves to think anything os of ourselves; but
our efficiency is of God; who also hath made us able ministers
of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the Spirit.”

; 111.
The purpose of Ged 1s hindered :

A) when Claist is made out to be a new law-giver, and the
Gospel in this way is changed into a laty;

B) when the law is weakenced or corrupted by the admivture
of the Gospel; or the Gospel is impaired and corrupted by the
admirture of the law;

C) when terrified and pemitent sinners are threatened =with
the laww, or secure and impenitent sinners are offered the com-
fort of the Gospel; '

D) when the Gospel is not given the first place in the preach-
g and instruction of the church.

A,

“The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost”, Luke 19, 10. “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation,, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners, of whom I am chief,” 1 Tim. 1, 15, If that was his pur-
pose in coming to the world, Christ could never be a new law-
giver. Moses could save no one by the law. St. Paul teaches,
Rom. 3, 20: “Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh
be justified i his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin;”
and Gal. 3, 10: “For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that con-
tinueth not in all the things which are written in the book of the
law to do them.” Neither has Christ saved any one by the law,
In fact, that would be a downright contradiction; for if any one
were saved by the law e would be his own savior and would owe
nothing to Christ.
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But is there any one, then, who holds that Christ is a law-
giver? Yes, this position is held by the pope and, alas, also hy
many in the Reformed Churches. Christ preached the law. The
Sermon on the Mount is the most powerful of all law-sermons,
Christ reinterpreted the law and purged it from the leaven of
the Pharisees, formalism and perversion. Therefore the papises
and others regard Him as a law-giver. They hold that Christ
added sometliing new to the law, whenever He pointed out the
searching demands and true inwardness of the law. But they
are in error; for when Moses says: “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might’,, Deut. 6, 5. and “thon shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self”, Lev. 19, 18., he includes everytlhing that Christ taught un-
der the law.

In session O, canon 21 of the Council of Trent, the Church
of Rome wernit on record as saying: “If any one says that Christ
Jesus has been given by God te men as a savior, in whom they
must believe, not as a lawmaker, whom they must obey, let him
be accursed " And in the same document, session 4, the Gospel
of Christ is designated as a “mworal teaching,” which should be
preached to every creature. As stuch the Gospel of Christ has
been preached in the Roman Catholic Church also iong before
Luther’s time. Luther confesses that as a sincere Cotholic monk
he was never able to surrender himself to Christ as his Savior,
but always stood in great awe of I{tm as a stern and implacable
judge. The foliowing declarations, taken from the same source,
session G, furnish additional proof: *If any one holds that man
is justified, either by the imputation to him of Christ’s righte-
onsness alone, or by the forgiveness oi sins alone, without the
cooperation of that grace and love which is imparted to him by
the Holy Spirit and dwells in his heart, or, that the grace by
which we are justified is nothing but the grace or favor of God:
let him be accursed! TIf any one holds that justifying grace is
nothing else than trust in the divine mercy, which forgives sin
for Jesus’ sake, or that this trust alone justifies us; let him be
accursed! If any one holds that the person jnstified does not in
truth earn etérnal life by his good deeds: let him be accursed!”

The rationalists aund all moralists in the church represent
Christ purely and simply as a lawgiver, in fact, as a weak and
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indulgent lawgiver. They blue-pencil or rule out the First Table
of the law, and declare that Jesus came to proclaim the Golden
Rule, “Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do
ye even so tnto them.” To them the Gospel of Christ is nothing
but the doctrine that God is the dear Father of all men, and that
all men are His dear Children. If we therefore follow in the
foot-steps of Jesus and live as blamelessly as we can, we shall
surely enter life by our virtues, good deeds, and holiness. There
is, in fact, no danger for any one, unless it might be for the slaves
of vice, or the worst criminals; for hell is after all only a myth,
and God is not so cruel as to plunge any person into eternal per-
dition. Their creed has always been God, virtue and importality

Not long ago I heard a pastor of the Congregational Church say:
“Our religion in this twentieth century must be love to God (not
the Triune God), self-control, and social service.” "That is their
religio;l, and we may truthfully say, that it contains neither the
law, nor the Gospel, for both have been annulled or banished.

Now what does the Word of God teach concerning Christ
and his doctrine? We read, Luke 4, 17-21: “And there was de-
livered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he
had opened the book, he found the place where it is written, The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brok-
er-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book,
and he gave it to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of
all them that were in the synagogue were fastened upon him.
And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture ful-
filled in your ears.” Here Jesus speaks of His office and His
doctrine, but not once does He mention the law, or make any
reference to the law. He came only to proclaim the Gospel.

Speaking of the covenant which He intends to establish with
His people, the Messiah expressly declares that it shall not be a
covenant of law, but a covenant of grace. Jeremiah 31, 31-34:
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of “Israel, and with tlie house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that T took them by the hand to bring them out of the
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iand of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, althongh I was
a hushand unto them, saith the L.ord: But this shall be the co-
venant that T will make with the house of Israel; After those
days, saith the Lord, T will put my law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great-
est of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and
I will remember their sin no more.”

In the fifteenth chapter of St. l.uke we have the three preci-
ous parables of the lost sheep, the lost penny, and the prodigal
son. When we remember that Jesus told these parables to de-
fend his association with publicans and sinners, we percieve very
clearly that He did not come to preach the law, but to preach
the Gospel. And this becomes still more plain, when He rebukes
the Pharisees, saying to them: “Verily I say unto youn, That the
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before
you.”

One of the clearest testimonies from the Savior’s own lips
we find in the Gospel of John, 3, 17: “God sent not His Son
itito the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.” Had Jesus been sent as a lawgiver, He
would have condemned the world:; but He was sent for a totally
different purpose, for the purpose, namely, of saving the world.

The combined testimony of the apostles is to the same effect.
Joh. 1, 17: “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.” Rom. 1, 16. 17: “I am not ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every-one that believeth; tc the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” 1
Tim. 1, 15: “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” 1
Joh. 4, 10: “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent Ilis Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.” i

Jesus is no new lawgiver. He preached the law as no other
man has preached it, not even Moses; but this He did only that
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He might pave a way to the hearts of men for His saving Gos-
pel. He came not to destroy the law ; neither did He come to add
anything to the law. “l am not come to destroy, but to fulfil,”
Matt. 5, 17. His purpose in coming was not to give new laws,
but to fulfil the old law in our stead, to he “the end of the law
for righteousness to every one. that helieveth.”

B,

The purposc of God is hindered, when the law is weakened
or corrupted by the admixture of the Gospel; or when the Gospel
is wmpaired and corrupted by the admixture of the law.

The aim of the law is to reveal and punish sin, awaken true
penitence, to be a “‘schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,” and,
finally, to show believers how they should walk before God as
His obedient children. The Gospel aims to save lost and con-
demned sinners, comfort and heal them, create and preserve the
new life in their hearts, impart to them the desire and power to
love and serve God and man, and at last grant them eternal life
through faith in the Savior. ‘These high aims will be realized
only when both the law and the Gospel are taught and preached
in: their full truth and vigor, and without confounding and cor-
rupting the one with the other. The law must be preached in
such a way that “every mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God.” There must be left no ray of
hope for these who would be justified by the deeds of the law.
And the Gospel must be preached so winningly and persuasively
that every crushed and terrified sinner may find comfort and
salvation therein.

Gal. 3, 11. 12: “DBut that no man is justified by the law in
the sight of God is evident; for, the just shall live by faith, And
the law is not of faith: but the man that doeth them shall live
m them.” Ront 4, 16: “Therefore it is of faith, that it might
be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed;
not to that only which is of the law, but that also which is of the
faith of Abraham; wlho is the father of us all.” Gal. 3, 10: “For
as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them.”” Rom 7,
14: “For we know that the law is spiritnal: but I am carnal,
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sold under sin.” —- The law must be brought home so forceably
to the hearts and consciences of our hearers, that they can no
longer hide themselves under the cover of outward piety and holi-
ness, but must confess their complete sinfulness, lost and help-
less condition, and sue for mercy. Rom. 3, 20: “By the law is
the knowledge of sin.” The law does not regenerate; it only con-~
victs. This we must remember, DIeople might like us better as
preachers, if we flattered them and gave them credit for being
able to do something toward their own salvation. But thac
woitld be faithiess and unprincipled. Thereby we should only
lead them into certain perdition. No, our preaching of the law
must be so clear and positive that every hearer will be compelled
to say in his heart: ©“If that preacher speaks the truth, T am
hopelessly lost.”” That is the way an evangelical preacher pre-
sents the law ; for he knows that only in this way will the Gospel
be given a chance to do its blessed work. “Firet Moses, then
Christ ; first the Forerunner, then the Savior!” Our hearers may
feel at first that our preaching is hard and cruel; but when we
thereupon bring them the Glad Tidings of repentance and for-
giveness of sin in Jesus’ name, they will realize that the preacher
is after all their best friend.

It is a gross confusion of the lazo and the Gaspel to seek to
make unconverted men good only by means of the law, or to
exhort Christions to good works and a holy life by means of the
law, This does not come wunder the aim and operation of the law
after sin has corrupted the heart and will of man.

Rom. 3, 20: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge
of sin.” The law lays bare, but does not take away sin; it does
not subdue sin, but makes sin alive.

Rom. 7, 7-13: “What shall we say then? Is the law sin?
God forbid! Nay I had not known sin, but hy the law: for T
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet. But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought
in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was
dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived, and T died. And the command-
ment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For
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sin taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by
it slew me. Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment
holy and just and good. Was then that which is good made
death unto me? God forbid! DBut sin, that it might appear sin,
working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the com-
mandment might becomée exceeding sinful.”

Under the new covenant the Gospel, not the law, is the active
principle and impelling force in a believer’s life. Jer. 31, 31-34:
“T will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; — for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more.” '

2 Cor. 3, 6: “The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.”
The “letter”, as we have already seen, is the law; the “spirit” is
the Gospel. Do not attempt to create life by the death-dealing
letter of the law! :

Gal. 3, 2: “This only would I learn of you. Received ye the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”

It is likewise a gross intermixture of the law and the Gospel
and o serious enfeeblement of boih, to represent cownirition, re-
pentance, or even faith, as requisites for, or contributory causes
toward the forgiweness of sin, life and salvation. 1t is true, con-
trition, reperitance and {faith are present whenever God grants
the sinner*pardon, life and salvation. But these have not pro-
duced the forgiving grace of God, but they are themselves the
product of the grace of God, and so the sinner is rendered cap-
able of receiving that which God offers and grants him in His
dear Son.

Eph. 2, 8-10: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, least
any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus untc good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.”

Fph. 2,4: But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, by grace are ye saved.”

1 Peter 1, 2: “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of jesus Christ.” :
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2Tim. 1, 9: “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, hut according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began.”

Hebr. 12, 2: *Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher
of our faith.”

Eph. 1, 11: “Predestinated according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

Phil. 2, 13: “For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.”

Hence here again there must be a sharp separation hetween
the law and the Gospel; no intrusion of the law into the Gospel,
no threats, no demands, such as: “You must repent, you must
believe, or you cannot be saved!” No, that is wrong, unevangeli-
cal; but: “Have you now learned from the law that you are a
-poor, lost and condemned sinner? Are you bewildered, helpless,
terrified and unhappy? Then listen! God loves you. God has
had mercy upon you. Christ Jesus, His beloved Son, has satis-
fied and atoned for your sins by his holy life and innocent suf-
fering and death. Believe this, and God will forgive you all
your sins, accept you as His child, and save you in time and in
eternity.”

Lastly, it 1is a fatal intermixture and a gross abuse of the laze
and the Gospel to teach, cither, that faith justifies before God.
though it be dead and unfrustful, or, that faith justifies because
of the good warks which it produces. We Lutherans are often
denounced because we teach that faith alone is necessary to sal-
vation, and not good works. Now it is true, that is what we
teach; but thereby we do not teach that good works are not ne-
cessary.. They are necessary, hut not to salvation. Good works
are necessary, because we_miist liave a true and living faith, a
faith “which worketh hy love”, a faith which manifests itself
through good works, Only such a faith makes us partakers of
the redemption of Christ. We need good works, because faith
without works is dead. But remember, it is faith, not good
works, that saves. ‘

Gal. 5, 6: “TFor in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love.”
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- Acts 15, 9: “And put no difference between us and them,
purifyving their hearts by faith.”

1 Joh. 5, 4: “But whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world ; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith.”

1 Joh, 3, 9. 10: “Whosoever is horn of God doth not cormunit
sin; for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because
he i1s born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, anc
the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”

But the Scriptures teach very plainly, not.-only that justifying
faith is a faith that is fruitful in good works; but they teach just
as plainly that it is faith alone which justifies, and not the fruits
of faith, love and good deeds.

Roni. 4, 161 “Therefore it 1s of faith, that it might be by
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not
only to that which is of the law, but to that also which is of the
faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all.” ‘

Rom. 4, 5: “Bul to him that worketh not, but believeth on
Iim that justifieth the nngedly, his faith is counted for righte-
ousness,”

Eph. 2, 8 9: “For by grace are ye saved throngh faith; and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: Not of worlks, lest
any man should boast.” B

Rom. 11, 6: “And if by grace, then is it no more of works:
otherwice grace is no more grace. But if it be of grace, then is
it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.”

'S
.

The purpase of God ir lundered, when terrified sinners are
threatened with the lazv, or secure and impenitent sinners of -
fered the comfort of the Gospel.

This paragraph designates the persons to whom the law and
the Gospel should be preached. If we are dealing with crushed
and terrified sinners, we o not any longer need to use the Jaw.
Thé law has already done its work. We must now let it rest.
The heart is already prepared. We now need to preach the €ns-
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pel; and nothing but the Gospel. It is now our task to comfort
the sinner, to assure him of his state of grace, to tell him how
God is minded toward him, what Gnd has done for him, and now
offers him through Christ, with -one word, say to him: “Thy
sins are forgiven! Believe fhis, and thou shall be saved. And
he baptized and wash away thy sins, if thou art not already bap-
tized.”™  That this is the right procedure we learn from Christ
and the apostles.

Acts 9, 1-18. Here we have the account of Paul’s conversion.
On the way to Damascus, whither he was journeying to perse-
cute the Christians, he was suddenly surronnded by an intense
light from heaven. He fell to the ground, and he heard a voice
whiclt said: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” And when
he enquired who it was, the answer came: “T am Jesus of Na-
zareth, whom thou persecutest.” And terrified and trembling
Saul answered: “What shall T do, T.ord?” And the Leord said
to him: “Arise, and go to Damascns; and there it shall be told
thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.” Saul, who
was now blind, obeyed. And Ananias, sent of the Lord, came to
him, and said to him: “Brother Saul, the L.ord, even Jesus, that
appeared 1nto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost.”  And at the same moment he received his sight, and was
baptized. — What then did Jesus preach to the terrified and
trembling Saul? Not the law, but the Gospel. And His messen-
ger Ananias announced: “The Lord hath sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight and be {filled with the Holy Ghost.”
[t was done, and he was baptized, The young Pharisee, the
enemy and persecuter of Jesus, was converted, born again, by
the divine power of the GGospel.

The same methods was followed by the disciples of Jesus.
In the second chapter of the Acts of the apostles we are told
how Peter dealt with those who but a few days before had cried:
“Let him be crucified”” When these 1nen, pricked in their heart
by what they had seen and heard, earnestly enquired: *“Men and
brethern, what shall we do? Peter did not continue preaching
the law to them, but he said: “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ve shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” He did nat
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terrify them still more by enlarging on their great sin. They
were penitent, crushed, by a sense of their great guilt and that
was enotigh. Now they were prepared to hear and believe the
Gospel of grace and forgiveness. Therefore the apostle told
them to repent, that is, to receive a different spirit, forsake their
unbelief, believe on Jesns, and he baptized in His name for the
remission of sins. And their conversion was no sham conver-
sion; for they received the Ifoly Ghost; they were born again;
they were true children of God.

The acccunt of the conversion of the prison-keeper at Phi-
lippi is given in the sixteenth chapter of Acts. The very same
method was followed by the apostle Paul. When the jailer,
awakened from sleep by the earthquake, saw the doors of the
prison open and all the prisoners freed, he drew his sword to
take his own life. But Paul hindered him. Then it was that he
threw himself down trembling at the feet of Paut and Silas, and
said: *‘Sirs. what must I do to be saved?” The apostle an-
swered: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved!” “And they spake unto him the word of the Lord”, that
is, the Gospel, “and to all that were in his house, and. he was
baptized, he and all his, straightway. And he rejoiced, believing
in God with all his house.”

That 1s the right, apostolic, evangelical procedure. And
thereby the final judgment 1s pronounced upon all methods of
conversion, which aim to keep terrified and penitent sinners in
nncertainty, to prescrihe fo them all manner of rules, as to how
they are to conduct themselves, what they must do, how long
and earnestly they must sigh, pray and battle, before they at last
hear a voice from within, saying: “Now your sins are forgiven !
Now you are saved! Now you are a child of God!” Not so,
but: “Comfort ye, comlort ve my people, saith your God. Speak
ve comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath re-
ceived of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”

On the other hand we must be just as careful not to confirm
secure sinners and hypocrites in their nnbelief and impenitence
by cffering them the comfort of the Gospel. The Old Adam
still lives in the hearts of Dbelievers. The tempter still lies in
wait, to see if he cannot lull them into a sense of security, or lead
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them into sin, shame and unbelief. Therefore we must continue
preaching the law also i the assemblies of believers; and we
must preach it pure and unadulterated, -without any admixture
of the Gospel, and yet always in such a way that it is brought
bome, not to the timid and penitent, hut to the secure and im-
penitent sinners,

Rom. 6, 14: “Fer sin shall not have dominion over vou: for
ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

I Cor. 6, 9-11: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornica-
tors, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the king-
dom of God. And such were some of you; but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ve are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”

2 Peter 2, 20-22: “For if after they have escaped the polu-
tions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome,
the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy command-
ment delivered unto them. But it happened unto them according
to the true proverh, The dog is turned tb his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in her mire.”

Rom. &, 13. 14: “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the needs of the body, yve
shall live. TFor as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.”

D.

The purpose of God s hindered, wwhen the Gospel is not given
the first and foremost place in the preaching and instruction of
the Church.

This is something that we may infer from the very difference
between the law and the Gospel. The letter killeth, but the Spirit
maketh alive. The law punishes sin and augments it; the Gos-
pel removes the guilt and punishment of sin and delivers from
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its tyranny, Therefore the Gospel should be given the first and
foremost place in our preaching and teaching. We must indeed
also preach the law; but only as a preparation for the Gospel.
The conscious goal, end and aim of all law preaching must be
the proclamation of the Gospel. e alone who proceeds in this
manner is an approved workman of God, who rightly divides the
Word of truth, Ample scripture proof is furnished in the follow-
ing passages: '

Mark 16, 15. 16: *“And He said unto them, Go ye into all
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.”

2 Tim. 4, 5: “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions,
dc the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”

2 Cor. 3, 5. 6; “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to
think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;
who hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of
the letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit
giveth life.” '

1 Cor, 2, 2: “For I determined not to know anything among
vou, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”

1 Cor. 15, 3: “For I delivered unto you first of all that which
also T received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures.”

2 Cor. 1, 24: “Not that we have dominion over your faith,
but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand,”

That the Gospel holds the first place also in the public con-
fession of our Lutheran Church may be seen from the following
quotations:

The Augshurg Confession, art. 4, Of Justification:

“Also they teach that men cannot be justified (obtain for-
giveness of:sins and righteousness) before God by their own
powers, merits or works: but are justified freelv (of grace) for
Christ’s sake througt faith, when they believe that they aie re-
ceived into favor, and their sins fergiven for Christ’s sake, who
by His death hath satisfied for our sins. This faith doth God
impute for righteonsness hefore Him, Rom. 3 and 4.”
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The Smalcald Articles, Part Sec¢ond, Art. 1:

“The first and chief article is this, that Jesus Christ, our God
and Lord, died for our sins, and was raised again for our justifi-
cation, Rom. 4, 25.

And He alone is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sins of the world, John 1, 29; and God has laid on Him the ini-
quities of us all, Tsa. 33, G.

Like: All have sinned and are justified without merit (free-
lv, and without their own works or merits) hy His grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood, Rom. 3, 23 1.

Since it is necessary to helieve this, and it can be acquired or
apprehanded otherwise by no work, law, or merit, it is clear and
certain that this faith alone justifies us, as St. Paul says (Rom.
3, 28): For we conclude that a man is justified by faith with-
out the deeds of the law.” Likewise (v. 260): “That he might
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Christ.”

Of this article nothing can be yielded or surrendered, even
though heaven and earth and all things should sink to ruin. “For
there is none other name under heaven, given among men, where-
by we must be saved,” says Peter, Acts 4, 12. “And with his
stripes we are healed,” Isa. 33, 3. And upon this article all things
depend, which, against the Pope, de devil, and the whole world,
we teach and practise. Therefore we must be sure concerning
this doctrine, and not doubt; for otherwise all is lost, and the
Pope, and devil, and all things against us gain the victory and
suit.”

Finally, let vs hear the teRtimony of Luther, Introduction tc
Galatians, W. VI1II, 1524.: “In my heart reigns supreme, and
shall reign, this one article, namely, faith in my dear Lord Christ,

~who alone 1s the beginning, middle, and end of all my spiritual re-
flections hy day and by night.” This too must be our confes-
sion and the testimonial wiich we now and ever must be able to
give ourselves, our Synod, our lay-people, and our ministers.
Then God will surely bless us and preserve us both as a Synod
and as individual Cl nlstmns :
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THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL.

I. WHY ARE WE CONCERNED WITH THE NATIONAL
LUTHERAN COUNCIL?

1) Because it is an organization which involves more than
one-half of those who bear the Lutheran name in this country.

2) It seeks to embrace all Lutherans in America.

3) It is reaching out also to those who bear the name Luth-
eran in foreign lands.

4) It represents a definite movement within the Lutheran
Church, a great step forward in the direction of liberalism in
doctrine and practice, which is doing untold damage to the cause
of those truths and principles which we hold most dear.

5) In this movement are directly concerned many whom we
still count as our spiritual brethren. In their behalf we too must
join in testifying according to our ability.

6) We ourselves above all need to know the facts and to be
warned against the dangers which threaten.

II. WHAT IS THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL?

“The National Lutheran Council was organized on the 6th
of September 1918, in the city of Chicago.....After two preli-
minary meectings of the presidents, and representatives appointed
by them, of the general Lutheran bodies, the organization meet-
. ing took place. The following organizations were represented:
General Synod, General Council, Joint Synod of Ohio, the Synod
of Iowa and other States, Augustana Synod, Norwegian Luth-
“eran Church, Norwegian Lutheran Free Church, Danish Luth-

eran Church, and the National Lutheran Commission. Later the
United Danish Church and the Buffalo Synod have decided of-
ficially to co-operate with the National Lutheran Council. The
Tcelandic Synod has considered the matter favorably, but re-
ferred it for final action to its Ministerium. The Augustana
Synod has endorsed the action of its president in participating
i the organization of the National Lutheran Council and de-
cided to affiliate with other general Lutheran hodies in the per-
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‘manent organization. of said.Council,. The . United:. Lutheran
Church  has anthorized. its president .to .appoint.: reprgsentatives
for. said. body upon. the National Lutheran Gouncil. _’th,__Luth«
evan Iree Church and the Danish Church in America have form-
ally, elected  their representatives.  The Norwegian:. Lutheran
Church of America has approved. .the or cranwa‘uou :cof  the
\dtlondl Lutheran Council and its work ta date, but has, post=-
poned final action with reference to future co-operation. untll itg
general meeting in 1920. Formal action by the Joint bynod of
Ohio and by the Synod of Towa and other Smtes is awaiting the
oenelal meetings of the bodies.” (RL]JOlt af the Geneml Secre-
tary, Annual Report of the National | mhemu Couucﬂ, ".\Tov 6,

1919, p. 9).

According to the Annual ‘Report, 1919, tl followma are
members of the Council:

:!U.nite‘d'Lutheran Chuarch: Dr. I H Knuhd Dl H
Weller, Dr. C. M. Jacobs, Dr.”V. G. ‘:\ fleQlCl Drlw.
Greever, Hon. . F Eilert, Dr. T L. Schmauk, Hon J. L. /1111~
merman. '

iNprwegian Lutheran Church: Dr H: G %tub D1 L L(u~
sen, Mr. E.B. Steensland,

August’um Synod : Dr G. A. Brandelle, Rev.’ '_P” cteérsor.
}0111t %ynod of Omo L CT ], §chuctie Re\ ff T’ J‘

J)O”l m'um v ; )
Iowa Sy 110(1 ‘Dr‘ I.~Richter. , o
Wnited Danish Church: Rev.: DiGetts L
.Iil;itl‘lévl,'ally.];;l'eé Church: Rev. O. h
:.ﬁﬁafllisll' Lnthcrzﬁ; Church: ) Ré!@' . Goil(e

.- leelandic Synod: TRev. ]3,:3?::;]01133011, .
Buifalo 93!110(!' " Rev. KA. 'H*oeq'sel ER e

Torinky

Bod_\. shall he cnutlcd toi one 1;ep_;1mesrgtak1\ exﬁm& \kevmy, one
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hundred thousand confirmed members or one-third fraction
thereof ; provided, however, that every participating Body shall
be entitled to at least one representative. The term of office of
each member shall be two years, but the term of the original
members. shall expire with the first regular meeting of the Bodies
which they represeut, when the members from that Body shall
he subject to re-election or reappointment for a term of two
years, as the Body may decide.”

The officers, elected annually, are at present as follows: Dr.
H. G, Stub, Chairman; Dr. F, H. Knubel, Vice-Chairman; Dr.
I.. Larsen, Secretary; Hon. . F. Eilert, Treasurer. IExecutive
Committee: Dr. H. G. Stub, Dr. F. H. Knubel, Dr. 1.. Larsen,
Hon E. F. Eilert, Dr. G. A. Brandelle, Dr. F. Richter, Dr. C. H.
I.. Schuette, Dr. H. A, Weller, Rev. I, Gertsen.

1, WHICH ARE THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT LED
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL
LUTHERAN COUNCIL?

These may be summarized as follows, each consideration be-
ing specifically mentioned in the regulations governing the Coun-
cil and in articles written from time to time by representatives
of the Council:

1) After-war work in army and navy, maintaining additional
pastors and assisting regular chaplains in iministering to the
soldiers and sailors, especially the sick and those recovering from
wounds; providing adequate equipment and workers for local
churches in the neighborhood of ports of debarkation, and in
camps ; supplying Bibles and other books, equipment and emerg-
ency funds to the army and navy chaplains during the period
of demobilization. (Lﬁtheran Church Herald, Feb. 4, 1919.)

2) The problem of serving the many Lutherans in the so-
called industrial centers, which have sprung up during the war.

3) To represent the Lutheran Church adequately over against
the national government and any outward organization where it
1 necessary that the common conviction and sentiment of the
Tutheran Church be expressed, e. g., the language question, .

4) The matter of publicity.
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+5) To promote the gathering and publishing of true and uni-

form statistical information concerning the "Lutheran Church
in America.

6). Harmony of action among the various Lutheran bodies
in this couniry on the home-mission field. (Lutheran Church
Herald, Dec. 31, 1918.)

7) To bring to the attention of the Church all such matters
as require common utterance or action. (Art. IT of the Regula-
tions.)

8) To further the work of recognized agencies of the Church
that deal with problems arising out of war and other emergen-
cles; to co-ordinate, harmonize, and unify their activities; and,
to create new agencies to meet circumstances which require com-
mon action.  (Art. II of Regulations.)

- 9) To co-ordinate the activities of the Church and its agen-
cies for the solution of new problems which affect the religious
life and consciousness of the people, e. g., social, economic, and
educational conditions. (Art. II of Regulations.)

10) To foster true Christian loyalty to the state; and to labor
for the maintenance of a right relation between Church and
State as distinct, divine institutions. (Art. IT of Regulations.)

11) The consideration that such an organization as the Coun-
cil might become a great help in bringing the different Lutheran
Church bodies together into a great American Lutheran Church.
(Dr. Stub in Lutheran Herald, Dec. 24, 1918.)

12) In Europe, to relieve the suffering of needy brethren
physically.

13) Assist in the restoration and extension of the Lutheran
Churches in FEurope, especially in the war zone. (Lutheran
Church Herald, Feb. 4, 1919.)

14) The saving of the foreign missions conducted by the
Lutherans in Germany for the Lutheran Church. (Lutheran
Church Herald, Aug. 12, 1919.)

15) The duty of the Lutheran Church in America to take the
lead in International Lutheranism. The Lutheran .Church in
America is the strongest and most orthodox in the world and
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the only part of the church that has learned.to live under a
demacrdtlc govert nment . (D1 La, sen in I‘uth Ch. Her., .Dec.

01, 1918 \

PROY SRR s

LIV oWHAT HAS THE NATIONAL LUTHJJRAI\
‘ - COUNCGIL . ACCO\TPLI%HPD’ clten G

PR

A, In America:
1) Office “established ‘at Washingtot, D C., to make direct
and personal fepresentation to the Governiment authorities ‘with
reference to the position of the Lutheran Church. June 1st; 1919
the General ‘Secretary-df sthe Gouncil became the Executive ‘Sec-
retary of the :National: I utheran (,ommﬁsmn and the: offlce wa%
moverd to. New York. - '

2) Finances. Hing “the beommng of its u\lstencc and
work, the National Lutheran Council “was financed by ' thé
National ‘Lutheran: Cotiuhission.. ... The ~question :of 3"1'a1s111g
funds. for the work of the National Lutheran Council:iwas’ first
taken- up: by its Executive Committee on the 6th of September,
1918. It was cleag:that’it would be necessary for the Gouneil
to raise copsiderable sums,in order to carry out its program of
service, eqpecmll) .in; the after-war, reconstrigtion, penod At
‘thi.S‘,ntim ,hqwever th,e almlstme had not begn slgnu Seveml

c0nd1t1ons thcqe Chnrchcs
Lveﬁ wgll‘lm‘wn weifalc 01021111mt10ns found 1t
ﬁecessarv 1o mai" thelr':campawn for ftmds a Joint’ ljl‘oycstgqt
Drive. Dr. 1715 Knubel and Dr: H. A7 Weller were thade A
conifnitiee to 51'131)1"e‘sentzth-é Gouncil m'fconfe-lfeuce@‘!mi‘ thé siggest-
e Protestant Drive, with authority to act. The matter siasiagain
considered,, at ;the, meeting :of . the Executive .Commitiee {ori the
Bth, of .} ‘)vembgr, and oyrn sub committee was lll%tIULt(‘.d to.pro-
pare a tentative budget for the next, mcctmo -of: the : lmccutwc
(ommlLtee 0 he lleld Lll (olumbu's on the llth of Decembe1
( 1918). By the. Ume oi 1 i mcehncr e almlstxce, had
heen s1gne(l bt the’ plan\ ford ]th Duve in Februm‘){ jhagl
prlor to the mgmncr of the armistice taken such form that it Was
1mposs1ble f6ir 1% “to Wwitlidradv. - On the other baid, it 'had ‘now
Teen Hetebmitred thdt tHé canipaign lould not be @ foint: [Hrive
Sii-the setise BF havitip i vonitich broastiry, but that it shreniklHe
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a simultaneous drive on the part of the denominations interested.
The total budget of all participating denominations was set at
$20,000,000, and that of the National Lutheran Council at $500,-
000.” . (Annual Report, 1919, page 11.) The amount raised in
this cam])aign was $556,732.63. In May of this year another:
campaign was staged, this time with no connection with. the.
other Protestant denominations.” The goal was $1,800,000 and.
the most recent reports show receipts of $623, 121.80.

3) The National Lutheran Council stands ready at any time
to take over the work of the Nationa!l Lutheran (Jomnuqsmn for
Soldiers’ -and Saitlors’ Welfare.

4) Industrial Centers. In the beginning this work was im-a
dertaken in conjunction with the Joint Committee of the Federal
Council of Churclies of Christ in America (Report, p. 14). Later
more purely Lutheran work was undertaken in communities as-
signed to the Lautheran Church by the Joint Committee on- War:
Production Communities (Federal Council of Churches). = A
Field Secretary was cailed, Rev. Reichert of the U. L. C., and
wherever it was found that Lutheran Chur ch work was neces-
sary it was unde1 taken with a view to a':%lornmg the same fo u'
lomi Luther m Board of \415%1011@ as soon as siuch Board \vould
be able 't undertake the ‘work.” For this purpose a conferen(‘e
was instituted of the ‘several \11551011 Boards of the Lutheran
Bodies in America in harmony with the National -L.utheran:
Council.  This conference was held at Columbus, Ohio, and a
agr ‘ément was reached that the several \],1933011 Boald%
w ould‘co ope ite, and as So0m’ as “able would take over thc d(1~
ministration any Lutllelau Missions 01gan1zed or promoted
in \\’ar Lomnnuuhcs \\ hen the ammtlu. wa% ‘510116(1 111135;011:

(renm a1

10 thls few conal zl'tioil;
msed, for )
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of five years, support amounting to $1,500 and the price of house
rent per annum to a permanent pastor. (Report, pp. 14 and 15).

5) At the request of the several Home Mission Boards of
the Lutheran Bodies in America in harmony with the National
Lutheran Council a doctrinal conference was brought about by
the. Council for the purpose of conferring on questions of doc-
trine and practice with a view to the co-ordination of the Home
Mission and other work. This conference was held in Chicago,
March 11th—13th, 1919, (Report, p. 15.) See paper by Rev.
Hendricks.

6) Statistics. The committee appointed by the Council and
consisting of Dr. O. M. Norlie, Dr. E. B. Burgess, and the Rev.
A. H. Dornbirer, has prepared a statistical blank for possible
use in the entire Church.

7) The work of Publicity has been attended to especially
through the Lutheran Bureau which organization has been taken
over by the Council.

8) In the matter of the Language Question resolutions have
been passed by the Council and presentations made to the Coun-
cil of Defense, to Government officials, and to the Federal Coun-
cil of Churches, but in most cases the situation could only be
handled locally or by States. (Rep. p. 18.)

B. In Europe:

1) On the 11th of December, 1918, the Council authorized
its Executive Committee to appoint and send a commission to
visit the Lutheran Churches in Europe for the purpose of Chris-
tian contact and helpfulness. The following men were ap-
pointed: Dr. J. A. Morehead, chairman, Dr. S. G. Youngert,
Rev. G. A. Fandrey, Dr. G. T. Rygh, and Rev. H. J. Schuh.
These were instructed to learn definitely the present ecclesiasti-
cal situationn and problems of each group of Lutherans in
European lands which were involved in the war, and were given
the following specific duties: “You will convey to'the Lutherans

there the sincerc and cordial greetings of the Lutheran Church

in America, with assurances of its deep interest and ready wil-
lingness to participate in the solution of their ecclesiastical prob-
lems. You will ascertain the conditions confronting each Tuth-



7L

eran group, with a view to enable the National Lutheran Council
intelligently to afford such counsel and succor as will contribute
to strengthen, hearten, and encourage them in establishing the
Church of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession in harmonious
relationship to our whole household of faith.,” (Report, p. 19).
The Commissioners have visited France, Germany, Poland, The
Baltic Provinces, Finland, Austria, and Czecho-Slovakia and
have submitted detailed reports of conditions in these countries.

2Y ‘By October 31st, 1919, the sum of $174,679.12 had been
distributed for reconstruction work in Europe and by April,
1920, 1,700,000 1bs. of clothing had been sent to the needy in
the war zone. Large quantities of food have also been forwarded
through the efforts of the Council.

3) Foreign Missions. To solve the problem of the distres-
sed German Lutheran Missions in India, Africa, and other parts.
of the world the Council asked the representatives of the For-
eign Mission Boards of the constituent bodies of the National
Lutheran Council to meet for conference. The result of this
invitation was the organization of the Lutheran Foreign Mis-
cions Conference of North America. This Conference unani-
mously asked the National Lutheran Council to add the sum of
%300,000 to its budget for foreign missions. This has been done.
The purpose of the Council is to help in as far as possible in
rehabilitating and safe-guarding the Lutheran mission work that
has been so seriously affected by the late war. (American Luth-
eran Survey, May 12, 1920, p. 4.)

V. WHY CAN WE NOT JOIN HANDS WITH THE .
LUTHERAN COUNCIL?

A. Arc we agreed in doctrine? See paper by Rev. Hendricks.

B. What is the actual status of the Council with regard to co-
operation in so-called externais?

1) In a recent article in Lutheranercn (Apr. 28, 1920) D1
Stub would make it appear that the work of the National Council
concerns only such matters where doctrinal unity is not required.
The following resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee
of the Council are quoted in support of this: *“In stating its
objects and purposes, the National Lutheran Council declares:
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1) That it will not interfere with the organization, the inner {ife;
or, the principles of fellowship of-its constituent bodies; 2) That
the execution of those purposes will be carried on without pre-
judice .to the confessional basis of any -participating body (i. e
without dealing with matters which require confessional unity) ;
3} That it is the right of the bodies themselves to determine the
extent of co-operation.” The Tutheran Church Herald for May
4th, 1920, says: “Dr. Stub makes it plain that the Council has
not established church fellowship between the synods. . The
work of the Council was to be of such a nature in exter Ildl mat-
ters that a complete union in doctrine and practice was not to be
required,” And in the Lutheran (,hm,ch Herald for Dec 24th
1918 Dr. Stub says: ‘At this stage we must be very. ca1eful
not to give the impression that the Council is to be the e\ponent
or spokesman of a united Luth(‘mn Church in matters of ,doc-
trine, but only an organization dealing with matter% of a mor
extelnal character.” i

2) There is a plain inconsistency between these assurances
and’ other statements, which show that internal co-operation was
included in the scope and purposes of the Council’s activity. ~ Dr.
Stub-in ‘his annual report as Chairman of the Council: character-
izes the work of the organization as follows. “We must, how-
ever, keep in mind that the National Lutheran Commission liad
to deal with matters of an external character, with matters not
requiring the expression of unity in regard to doctrine:and prac-
tice, although the supposition was that members of .the Commis=
sion should only be Lutherans. The National Lutheran Coun-
cil; on the other hand, would have to deal with matters-of a more
mixed character. They rmight be  classified as external, as
mixed, and as. internal. The material help and assistance,. the re-
construction work, consisting in furnishing food and clothmtr to
Lutherans in distress in Emopcan countries, was, of ¢ 3
an external character. The efforts at headquarters i \Vas‘lnng~
ton fo clear cur Luthéran Church from ‘the «charge 'of dislgyalty,

wjiistly - Faised agaiist it, ‘wag alsé of an. external.charabtéer.
The efforts to iistall’ T.utheran pastors iigthe so-called  “Indus-
trial Centers,” with the object i view- of giving these industrial
centers over to the Church bodies mostly-epncerned:in these! difs
ferent centers; was of 4 soméivhat mixed character and eould met
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under the conditions be otherwise. The reconstruction work in
European countries would of course bring our Lutheran Church
in contact with the Lutheran Church in Europe that had suffered
intensely and needed - assistance, guidance, and encouragement.
Then concerted action was required when the question arose:
What can the Lutheran Church in America do in order to pre-
serve the Lutheran missions in the former German colonies for
the Lutheran Church? Then an other question arose and de-
manded solution, namely: What can be done in specific cases
on the hiome mission field in our own country, where a possible
adjustment of Church conditions is necessary in order to prevent
competition, rivalry, and strife, and consequently great injury to
our Lutheran Church? There was of course no thought of
organic union or federation of these Church bodies nor of a gen-
eral co-ordination and co-operaticn on the home mission field.
But the problem was only in specific cases to prevent the organi-
zation of new congregations and to adjust where there was
strife.” (Rep., pp. 6 and 7.) At least two paragraphs of Art.
II of the *Regulations Governing the National Lutheran Coun-
cil” show that internal co-operation is included in the work of the
Council, namely “4) To further the work of recognized agencies
of the Church that deal with problems arising out of war and
other emergencies; to co-ordinate, harmonize, and unify their
activities; and, to create new agencies to meet circumstances
which require common action” and “5) To co-ordinate the activi-
ties of the Church and its agencies for the solution of new prob-
lems which affect the religious life and conscioustess of the
people, e. g., social, economic, and educational conditions.”
Among the “principles of action” adopted by the European Com-
missioners these two paragraphs interest us in this connection:
“5.  The non-political, churchly, and spiritual character of this
Mission of the National T.utheran Council shall ever be kept in
the minds of the people of every nation....7) The fraternal and
helpful relations established by the faithful performance of its
task should he judiciously utilized by the Commission to further
the ends of good understanding, co-operation and federation
among the Lutheran Churches of the world.” (Report, p. 28.5
The Comumnissiouers urge especially that the “National Lutheran
Council should take under careful advisement the question of ef-
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fective co-operation with the Lutherans of France at the oppor-
tune moment in the fundamental task of establishing a.satisfact-
ory system of Church education, including an institution for the
training of the ministry.” - They also recommend that the Coun-
cil take steps to increase its funds in-order that it may provide
for the continued support of Tutheran Churclies in war ravaged
countries of Europe. (Report, pp. 21 and 28.) Concerning the
first budget for the international reconstruction service Dr.
Larsen says that it “provided especially for assistance to the work
of the Lutheran Church in Europe and not so much for direct
service of relief.” Rap. 12).

3) The facts shows that internal co-operation is included in
the program of the Council:

a) In Europe. Though it is a generally recognized fact that
the established Churches in Europe have for some time been hot-
beds of rationalism, that some (see Kirchl. Zeitschr. 1919, 578
ff.; Luth. Ch., Her., Sept. 2, 1919; An Report, 62.) of them,
though they bear the name I.utheran, represent the most varied
types of doctrine, false doctrines which would be tolerated in none
of the Lutheran Churches of this country, however lax, fratern-
al relations have been established and encouraged with individ-
uals and groups representing these Churches with no further as-
surance of agreement in faith than the word of the Commis-
sioners or the officers of the Council. These fraternal relations
appear from the following:

1. The Lutheran Churches in Europe are continually heing
_ addressed and spoken of as “brethren”, a term which has until
recently had a special significance among Lutherans in America.

2. Fraternal greetings have heen sent to the Lutheran
Church in France by the N. L. Commission, (Luth. Ch. Her.,
Oct. 8, 1918.)

3. Of the moneys distributed by the Commissioners
in the war ravaged countries, comparatively small sums have
been appropriated for the relief af .poor and needy, while large
amounts have been given toward the direct support of pastors,
cangregations, and Church institutions. (Report, p. 21 and the
following.)
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4. Theological students have been granted direct support, and
at institutions where there is no assurance that they will learn
true Lutheran doctrine.

5. The reception accorded the representatives of the Luth-
eran church in France and Alsace-Lorraine on their visit to the
United States surely implied sincere fraternal recognition.

6. The recent drive for $1,800,000 included an dpproprlatlon
of $300,000 for the support of the German Lutheran missions
in foreign countries. Co-operation on the foreign mission field
presupposes co-operation at home. In this connection it is in-
teresting to note that the Inter-church World Movement also con-
templated the support of these same missions, to the extent of
$1,500,000.

b) In America. Although it has been announced that doc-
trinal agreement exists between those individuals who are mem-
bers of the Council, this agreement is, on the one hand, insuf-
ficlent (see paper presented by Rev. Hendricks), and, on the
other hand, it has not been adopted by the various bodies repre-
sented in the Council, for which reason it can not be considered
as a proof of doctrinal agreement between these bodies and a
guaranty of unity in faith, a divine requirement for fellowship
in worship and church work. Despite this the bodies represented
in the Council have co-operated in internal church work and
have united in worship since the organization of the Council.

1. Union _ services have been common, especially since the
declaration of the Committee.concerning doctrinal agreement, so
common that specific instances need not be mentioned. The
services have in many cases been under the direct arrangement
of the officials of the bodies concerned and occasioned by the
matters for which the Council was directly responsible, as, {. ex.,
the reception of the delegates from France and Alsace-Lorraine
and the institution of drives for funds for the work of the Coun-
cil. s )
2. Congregations belonging to the Norwegian Lutheran
Church have been merged with congregations: of* the United
Lutheran Church 'as for instance in Moorhead, Minn, - - -

3. Toint work has been undertiken by the various bodies re-
presented in the Council in a Training School for Mission Work-
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cers in Minneapolis, Colony of Mercy in St. Paul, Spekane Col-
1Ierre Wash., Lutheran Orient Mission (see Luth Ch. Her May
1970\

.+ 4. Only on the supposition pf unity in faith can it be un-
.derstood that Revs. J.- A. O. Stub and L. Larsen would accept
the honorary title of “Doctor of Divinity” from institutions be-
Jonging to the United Lutheran Church.

- 5. At its meeting in Columbus, Dec. 11, 1918 the Counc1l
-approved the recommendations of the Home Missicns Confer-
cence with reference to the emergency work in the Industrial
Centers and its recommendation that a joint commitiee. be ap-
pointed for a conference on matters of doctrine and practice with
a view to readjustment or coordination of home mission prob-
lems, -In this connection the following most farreachhlg and
important resolution was adopted: *Resolved that the National
‘Lutheran Council commends to all general Lutheran Bodies the
desirability of a spirit of highest Christian friendliness in their
relations to one another ; that, therefore, a polemic attitude should
-be abandoned, and, if manifested, ignored; that the policy of an
‘open, full fairness be vigorously pursued; that the desire to be
positively helpful he fostered, and ‘that any manifestation of an
.effort to proselyte be resisted.” This resolution either presupposes
-doctrinal unity or is indicative of a plain refusal on the part of
the Council to conform itself to a prime requisite of true disciple-
_ship, that of keeping that which is committed to our trust (1 'Tim.
6. 20). Scripture even says: “Wherefore rebuke them sharply,
“that they may be sound in the faith” {Tit. 1, 13). Comp. Joh. 8,
31: “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples in-
deed” and Jud. 3: “Ye should earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.”

6. Concerning co-operation in the “Industrial Centers” see
TV A 4 of this Paper. :

C. The National Lutheran Council is not only a unionistic
‘organization itself which without doctrinal agreement is’ comumit-
'ted to a definite program involving internal church work, but
membership in the Council would bring us inte intimate relation
with -church hodies which throughout their history have been

known to be
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) .. Unionistic.  No-doubt eneireason for: the rapid inroads
of umonlstlc practlce within- the. Norwegian ‘Lutheran. Church’
is thl.fi; very. contact with bodies which haveibeen strongly union-
istic up to this time.  Unionism has been:iso’ common within the
bodies represented in the United Lutheran Church that further
proof is ‘unnecessary. ST

2. Lax in the struggle against the evils of it’herT;o‘uUe A‘mé;nl»
the evils which threaten our Lutiieran Church in America the
Lodge evil is second probably only to that of Unionism. The men-
ace of the Lodge was pointed to'a year ago by. those of the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church who opposed ‘the ’\Tatmnal Lutheran
Council, but officials of the Council succeeded in' evading and
making light of the issue. Today, especially through the untir-
ing efforts of Mr. B. M. Holt, a former Mason and how a ,me;n']k—
ber of our Synod, the Lodge <question can no longer he disre-

garded. Tt was a matter of common knowledge: that the United
Luthelau C hurcl:  was full of lodge men and that testimony
aaam,bt th;i Lodge has been almost entirely hushed.in that body
(See Proc. of the fifth Convention of the Engl. Distr. of the Mo.
Syn., 1919, p. 49). It was also reported that even ministers im
this body were lodge members. Mr. Holt has looked into the
fiatter more 'thoroughly and feels convinced that 250—300 pa-
stors of the United Lutheran Church are 10(lvre men., A lst has
been compiled of 108 names of pastors and professors of the
United Lutheran Church who are Masons. This list can at any
time be substantiated by documentary evidence. It is mgmhcant,
that among these are 35 who have the degree of D.D. or Ph.D.,
one is'the president of a Theological Sémirary, six are synod
presidents, one is the superintendent of a Home for Aged, one
15 a college president, one is a member of ‘the National Lutheran
Council, etc. Can anyone doubt what the outcome would be of
mtimate relations with a body where the Iodge situation is s
deplorable?

D. The organization and work of the National Lu\the‘rau'
Courncil are a violation of free church principles. * So far as we
- are able to see the first mention of the National Lutheran Coun-
cil in any of the official organs of the Norwegian Lutheran
Church was made in the T.utheran Chirch Herald, Oct. 22, 1918.
“Lutheraneren” for Nov. 13, 1918, in an’ editorial which wel-
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comes. the United Lutheran Church as an answer to the praﬁrers
especially of the layity and in the same connection prophecies
one Lutheran. Church in America, urges a “common council”
which van represent the Lutheran Church before the Govern-
ment in the same manner as the Commission did. In this wa_v.
the formaticn of the National L.utheran Council was heralded
in advance, though the actual announcement of its organization
did not come before the latter part of December, 1918, and the
beginning of January, 1919. That the Church Council of the Nor~
wegian Lutheran Churcli tcok no official action in the matter
before a meeting held in the early part of 1919 seems to show
that it had no official notification of the organization before this
time. The Church bodies concerned have a right to ask the rea-
son for this delay in reporting such a fzul(‘achmrr decision on
the part of its officials.

2. Large sums of money (more than $25,000) entrusted to
the Commission ‘were used toward the organization of the Coun-
cil, and that without the authorization of those bodies which had
contributed the money ' specifically for work among the soldiers
and sailors, o

3. The end01=ement of the respective Church Bodies was
sought and obtained (not without a struggle) only after the or-
ganization of the Council had been completed and the work out-
lined and begun, in other words, only after the respective Church
hodies through their respective officers were committed to the
cause of the Council.

1

4. The recent drive for $1,800,000 was staged only one
short month before the general counvention of the Norwegian
Tutheran Church. What plainer disregard of the rights of con-
gregations throngh their chosen replesentatlves to express helr
sentiments ?

Reformed bodies complain in bitter terms of self—appointed
comrmittees and organizations which assume unlimited powers
and dictate farreaching policies in the Church. It is our firm
conviction that the National Lutheran Council is an evidence of -
the same mwenace in the Lutheran Church, a menace which ‘is
robbing the congregations of one of their greatest privileges and
laying a heavy burden on the consciences of many good péople,

5
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who feel that loyalty demands also their support, though their
heart of hearts is opposed to the principles involved.

E. From the date of the Council’s organization until October
31, 1919, one year and two months, the administration and cam-
paign expenses of the Council totaled $82,108.59. During this
period the sum of $556,732.63 was collected and $176,679.12 dis-
tributed for European and Asiatic relief and reconstruction. Do
these ‘figures strengthen the confidence of those who ‘have con-
tributed the money? In the Missouri Synod a fund of $2,000,-
000 has been collected for the support of superannnated pastors
and teachers with no expense to the Church. In the same synod
$243,159.68 has been distributed for European relief at an ex-
pense to the Church of $3,978.05,

The more one ponders the aims and purposes of the National
Lutheran Council and the men who formed the organization, the
more one realizes the colossal task which it has undertaken. The
problems confronting the civilized world at the conclusion of
the war were stupendous, but the problems of the Church were
none the less so. Let no one find fanlt with those who see the
problems, who feel the burden, and face the task. Qurs is a
duty and a privilege such as the Church probably never has seen.
We are living in severely critical times, and the Church and each
of its members ought to be feverishly busy about its work of
saving souls. The field of action has been greatly axtended by
and as a result of the war. The Lutheran Church has undoubt-
edly at this time its special duties and responsibilities, which it
would be folly to deny. It would also be folly to deny the fact
that the National Lutheran Council has accomplished certain re-
markable things. It has shown the value of co-operation. Huge
sums of money have been secured through the efforts of the
Council and much suffering has been alleviated.

And yet the Council may fitly be characterized as a blunder
and a calamity.

A blunder, for the opportune moment was at hand but it was
misused.  IFor what hinders co-operation among the Lutheran
bodies in this country, even in externals? The opponents of
Missouri have made much of the fact that the original regula-
tions of the Council were drawn up by a Missourian—how un-
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reasonable she must be when she now refuses to co-operate! "Ehe
pity is that those who have been -misled to adopt unionistic prin-
ciples are unable anymorc to distinguish clearly between extern-
al and, internals, Cert'un problemq were at hand which would
have made a certain co- operation in externals a desirable thmg,
but it was made 1mposs1b1e by those who refused to make the
proper dlstmctlon

A calamity, for thro*wh the organization and 'mlk of th(,
National Lutheran Council the floodgates of unionism and lodg-
erv have bzen opened still wider and further sections of the Tu-
theran Church are being subjected to their destroying power.
It is seeking to reconstruct, to build up, in one part, but destroys
in another; il seeks to unite, but has caused further strife and
dizsension; it seeks to save L.utheranism in America and Europe,
but is robbing it of its real strength and making it an easy prey
to the spirit of the Reiorﬂ ed Churches. The National Lutheran
Council  has bmught a crisis in the history of the Lutheran
Church in America. \I'lv God in His grace keep us firm!

J"HE DOCTRINAL POSIT[ON OF THE f47/'OA\'4]”
LUTHERAN COUNCIL.

1) The president of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America has repeatedly declarecd “that full agreement in doctrine
and plactme was reached at the meeting held in Chlcago 1919,
and that this meeting was the most memorable event next to the
amalgamatmu in 1917, He also states that the unity attained
in doctrine (lll(l in church practlcc will have incalculable conse-
quences and possibilities for the future of the Lutheran Church:
of America ” ‘

2) The scueta,ly of the National Lutheran Council declales
“Absolute umty 18 1eached in all fun(lamental (loctrmcq “and
church practice.”

?) All distr icts of the New Church body adopted the Io]low
ing points at thelr meeunga last stummer :

a). [The. 10\’\21 District of the. Norw egum Lutheran Lhmch
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of. America heartily indorses and approves the organization and
work of the National Lutheran Council.

b) The Towa District’ furthermore approves the election of
the President of the Norwegian Lutheran Church as President
of: the National Lutheran Council, and also the election of Rev.
Lauritz Larsen as the executive secretary of the National Luth-
eran Council.

‘¢) The Towa District expresses its gratitude to God for the
unity in regard to doctrine and practice between a number of
Litheran Church Bodies represented at the meeting in Chicago,
the 11—13 of March, 1919, by representative men of the same
church bodies.”

4) The South Dakota, Southern Minnesota, and the Iowa
District adopted in addition to this the following:

“Towa District authorizes the church council of our church
“to take the necessary steps in order to effect co-ordination and
co-operation in home ‘and in foreign mission work wherever it
may be regarded beneficial to the welfare of the Church and re-
quired by the urgent need of our Lutheran brethren in Kurope
or in the mission fields.”

5) ‘In the Lutheran Church Herald, April 6, 1920 we read:

“The Council was discussed at the district meetings last year
and some resolutions were passed. All districts approved the
organization of the council, sanctioned the election of Dr. H. G.
Stub as president and Dr. Lauritz Larsen as secretary and ex-
])1essed their gratitude for the unity in doctrine and practice as
expressed in the theses agreed to at a representative gathering
in Chicago.

The South 1 dl\Otd Scuthern Minnesota, and lowa district,
with some dissenting votes, decided to leave the question of co-
ordination and co-operation in. home and foreign mission work
to the Church Council, but the other districts, while not passing
identical resolutions, agreed to postpone this question until the
meeting this year. Meanwhile Dr. Stub and Dr. Larsen were
authorized to represent our Church in the Council and do the
work as was necessary.”
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These statements by the President and the Secretary of the
National Lutheran Council, and the resolutions passed by the
Norwegian Lutheran Church prove that these men and this
Church Body believe there exists full unity in doctrine and prac-
tice between them and the different church bodies constituting
‘the National Lutheran Council.

The object of our investigation will be to ascertain if the
basis of this unity, the theses adopted in Chicago 1919, is a full
gnaranty for doctrinal unity and church practice.

The theses are printed in the organ of the Norwegian Luth-
eran Church, The Lutheran Church Herald, March 25, 1919,
under the following heading: “Mutual Declaration Regarding
Doctrine and Practice in our Lutheran Church with ¢ View to
Possible Cor-ordination in Mission Vork”

THE BIBLE, THE INSPIRED WWORD OF GOD.
This paragraph reads:

“All Lutheran bodies represented in the National Lutheran
Council are agreed in the fundamental doctrine that the canoni-
cal books of the Old and New Testaments are the inspired and
inerrant Word of God, and only rule of faith, doctrine, and
practice.” The canonical books of the Old and New Testaments
seem to be acknowledged as the inspired Word of God, and the
paragraph appears to be satisfactory to all who hold that the
Bible contains nothing but God’s Word. Tt seems fo establish
the true doctrine of inspiration.

But upon a closer examination this paragraph, as the other
paragraphs, reveals one weakness. It is too indefinite. It is
so general that a false doctrine about inspiration may easily find
its way into it. Tlere is nothing in this paragraph which pro-
hibits one from asserting that the Bible only contains the Word
of God and not that every word in the Bible is God’s Word
given by inspiration.

A general statement is made in this paragraph which all
Protestants agree on, but which does not exclude the modern
theory of inspiration.

The Old Synod taught in regard to inspiration that the sacred
writers were organs of God, so that what they taught, God taught.
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The Spirit of God in a miraculous manner gave to them what
they should speak and write, and the very words they should use.

We fail to find this definite doctrine of inspiration in this
paragraph, On the other hand, we find a doctrine set forth
m such a general manner, a doctrine that is so broad that the
modern theory about inspiration may easily find its way into the
paragraph.

And it is a historical fact that the Eastern Synods have de-
fended and taught the modern doctrine of inspiration, a doctrine
that holds that the Bible contains the Word of God, but not that
every word in the Bible is given by inspiration. Promiuent men
in these Synods deny verbal inspiration. In a booklet published
in 1917, Dr. Delk asserts that “no theory of verbal inspiration
is longer tenable,” since “modern scholarship has set theology
free from that false idea of inspiration.” And Dr. H. E. Jacobs,
theological professor in the General Council, said in an introduc-
tion to Dr. Haas’s Riblical Criticism that, “if the verbal theory
of inspiration mieans that every word and letter (of the Bible)
is inspired,” that is “an assumption for which there is no war-
. rant.”

THE WORK OF CHRIST, REDEMPTION, AND
"RECONCILIATION.

This paragrapl teaches that Jesus Christ is God and man,
and that He suffered and died for the human race, fuliilled the
Taw and paid the penalty for the whole warld.

We have no objection to this paragraph, but what we object
to is that the Nowegian Lutheran Church declares that there
is unity in regard to doctrine between a number of Lutheras
Church bodics represented at the meeting in Chicago, the 11—
13 of March, 1919. Dr. Delk, of tlie General Synod, attacks the
doctrine that in the person of Jesus Christ the divine and humian
natures atre “inseparabiy joined together.” He also declares that
the “ransom theory” of the atonement is a “delusion”, a “time-
worn fallacy.” He denies that the death of Christ was a “sub-
stitutional sacrifice” for the 'sins of the world. This doctrine,
which is the very heart and center of our faith, is denied by Dr.
Delk. And the book in whiéli Dr. Delk denies these fundamental
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doctrines is highly praised and advertised in the General Synod.
We {fail -to see how the Norwegian Lutheran (,hurch can agree
in doctrine with this church body.

ABSOLUTION.

This paragraph reads:

“Absolution does not essentially differ from the forgiveness
of sin offered by the Gospel. The only difference is that absolu-
tion is the direct application of forgiveness of sin to the indivi-
dual desiring' the consolation of the Gospel.” - :

This paragraph teaches that absolution is the direct applica-
tion of forgiveness of sin to the 1ndlv1dual desiring *hc Consoh~
-tion of the Gospel. :

~ We have taught and yet teach that absolution con31st5 in this
that the communicant receives forﬁlvenes% flom the. pastor as
from God:Himself, and in no wise doubt, but firmly believes,
that our sins are thereby forgiven before God in heaven; and
that absolution is not conditional. We have taught and yet teach
that absolution is just as real whether the communicant accepts
the gift or not, as the condition of the communicant neither de-
tracts or adds anything to the contentsof absolution.

This paragraph teaches that absolution is the direct applice-
tion of forgiveness of sin to the individual desiring the consola-
tion of the Gospel. To “apply” on the individual the forgive-
ness of sin and to “pronounce or declare” the forgiveness of sin
to the communicant are two different things. To “pronounce”
the forgiveness of sm is according to John 20:23 the same as
to remit or forgive sin, but to “apply” the forgiveness of sin is
to use or employ the forgiveness of sin on the communicant. We
shall also note the expression, “the individual desiring the con-
solation of the Gospel.” Here a condition is attached to the in-
dividual communicant partaking of the absolution, this condi-
tion is that the communicant “desiring” the consolation of the
Gospel.  We can hardly put any other meaning on this expres-
sion, “desiring the consolation of the Gospel,” than to believe, as
the beginning of faith often consists only in a longing or desire
after God’s grace. Christ says: “Blessed are they which hunger
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and thirst after rlghteou%ness for: they shall be filled.” = (Matt.
5 6) ot . . A B B

From this we see that the paragraph teaches a conditional
-alisolution which the Old Synod declared is no absolution.

FAITH,

“Faith is not in any measure a‘human effort. Taith is an
‘act of man in sofar as it is man who believes. But both the
power to believe and the act of believing are God’s work and gift
in the human soul or heart.”

Our opponents have always maintained that faith is a work
of God, and that the power to believe is from the Lord. But
they have also maintained that the successful result depends upon
man himself when God through His Word operates on man's
heart. * And in order to emphasize this doctrine stress is put
upon words which speak about Christ gathering the children of
Tcruvsya‘lcm together “even as a hen Uatht‘l eth her ch1ckcns under

her wnws and ye would not.” (\fTatt 23:37).

The parlqmph in its general terms is suitable for such a con-
structlgn{ and still more so, because it fails to state that (Grod
also must create in man the will to believe.

CONVERSION,

“Conversion as the word is commonly used in our Lutheran
Confession comprises contrition and faith, produced by the Law
and the Gospel. If a man is not converted, the responsibility
and guilt fall on himy because he is in spite of God’s all suificient
grace through the call, ‘would not’ according to the Word of
Christ, Matth. 23:37: ‘How often would I have gathered thy
children even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wmgs
and ye would not’.

If a man is converted the glory belongs to God aloue, whose
work it iy throughout. Before concersion or in conversion, there
1s no ce-operation of man, but at the very moment man is con-
verted, co-operation is never independent of the Holy Spirit, but
always to such an extent and so long as God by His Holy Spirit
rules, guides, and leads him.” A
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This paragraph seems to teach that man’s salvation is'of
grace alone and not in the least the work of man, ‘

But as the paragraph deals with a doctrine that constitutes
the very foundation of the doctrine of Election a more complete
treaty of conversicn should have been given.

During the controversy about Election, yes, at the present
day, prominent men teach that faith is a condition of salvation.
As late as this last winter Prof. Keyser, of the General Synod,
writes in American Lutheran Survey: “Man’s salvation de-
pends on faith as a condition” and, “indeed, the reception of
salvation by faith is the only condition on which God can save
men by grace (sola gratia).” '

A condition is that which is required in order that something
clse can take place. An illustration from daily life may make
this clear to us. Suppose a man says: “I will give you $100.”
If nothing more is said the hundred dollars is a gift. But sup-
pose he adds: “if you work for me a month,” this addition is a
condition and changes the gift inio an earned salary. So also
with our salvation, if faith is a condition God demands from us,
then it is no longer a gift but a saiary we have obtained by ful-
filling the condition. ““Therefore, if faith is a condition it ceases
to be a gift. Dr. Koren, certainly, states correctly the case
when he says: “If faith is a condition or a requirement, then
it is a merit.”

ELECTION.

This paragraph states that “the causes of Election to silva-
tion are the mercy of God and the most holy merit of Christ;
nothing in us on account of which God has elected us to eternal

life. We reject all forms of synergism and all forms of Calvin-

ism.”

During the controversy which the Old Synod had about this
doctrine our opponents always denied that they taught synergism
—man’s co-operation with God in conversion—they éven claimed
that the Formula of Concord contained the doctrine of man’s
good conduct in conversion. This being the case a confession by
accepting the Formula of Concord is not sufficient.. Lf:any onhe
asserts that he accepts our Lutheran Confession and by his ‘ac-
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tion shows that he plainly rejects certain portions thereof, then
the action decides against the mere assertion.

In examining this paragraph we find a very serious ommis-
sion, nothing is said regarding the position of faith in Election.
Any one is permited to teach that faith is a “‘necessary prere-’
quisite of Election” or that we are elected “in view of faith” or
“on account of faith.” This un-DBiblical doctrine changes the
relation of faith and thereby the NATURE of faith, Let us
never forget that the nature of the truths in the Word of God
is determined by its relation. If we push faith out of the eternal
decree of Election and place it ahead of Election we thereby not
only change its position but also its nature, it no longer remains
a fruit of Election, but it becomes the necessary prerequisite of
Election, something which guided and determined God in form-
ing His elective decree. Dr. Koren says: “If this, that God
foresaw f{faith, is the thing that guided and determined God in
Election, then the term ‘in view of faith’ is false.”

Strange to say, the President of the Norwegian Lutheran
Church states under oath before the Court in Northwood, Towa,
that he finds no difference hetween faith as an antecedent to
Election and faith as a fruit of Election. He is asked: *“That
is the way that you explain that there is no difference between
faith as an antecedent and faith as a result?” Stub: “Yes/’
there is no difference.” In former vears Mr. Stub found a
great difference between these two terms.

BAPTISM.

Concerning baptism the paragraph states that the. “Holy
Ghost works regeneration of the sinner both through baptism and
the Gospel. Both are, therefore, justly called the means of re-
generation.”

Rev. John Wagner, in the Lutheran Quarterly last year,
maintained that infants are not endowed with saving faith in the
act of baptism. And Dr. Keyser, of the General Synod, writes:
“Aost of our children receive in baptism the seed of regenera-
lion.” We hold that all children are regenerated in baptism and
not merely that most of them receive the sced of regeneration.
A strong faction in the General Synod holds the Reformed view
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concerning Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. How the Norwe-
gian Lutheran Church can thank (God for the unity in-doctrine,
with these Iutherans we fail to see.

*The theses fail to mention the Lord’s hupper an(l the ‘\11
lennium (Chiliasm) altheugh it is a historical fact that the Re-
formed teachings concerning the Lord’s Supper.and the Millen-
nium have many adherents in the Eastern Synods and that these
false doctrines have caused agitations for years in these Synods
and still are taught by ministers of the Gospel and Professors
in the theological schools.

MUTUAL DECLARATION REGARDING PRACTICE.

The church practice in the Tastern Synods has contlnually
leaned toward the so-called “New Measures”. These “New
Measures” consist in co-operation with the Reformed in an ex-
change of pulpits, altar fellowship, secret societies, chiliasm,
rationalism and externalism. ’

‘Wlhen the General Council was organized in 1867 at Fort
Wayne, the Missouri Synod and the Ohio Synod did not join
the new organization, not because the constitution and the com-
fession of the Council were faulty, biit because un-Lutheran
practices still existed in various Synods. The Ohio Synod asked
the Council to give a resolution on the following “Four Points”,
nzniely ;- Chiliasm, Altar- fellowshm Pulpit-fellowshiy, and The
secret societies.

These “Four Points” were discussed during the following
vears without any concesions fronl the Council or resolutions to
root out the old leaven. During the discussions some of the
members of the Council were of the opinion that it was a dan-.
gerouts subject that ought to be avoided, others that it was be-
low the dignity of the Council to take up the subject, and stilt
others thought that the Council’s time was too precious for such
discussions. The result of the discussions was the “Akron Rule”,
which avoids the main issue and refuses to take a definite Luth-
eran attitude and allows every pastor to act according to his
conscience. Dr. Seiss, one of the most prominent members of
the General Council, declares concerning the “Akron Rule”:
“They are badly mistaken who believe that the General Council
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demands that only: Lutherans muot he d(lnnttul to the Lond S
Cjnpper at.our Lutheran L,hdr hes.”

‘Nheu we Dbear in mind, that this un- Luthe1 an spmt was the
real ‘Gause of the numerous conflicts in ‘the b,asteln §vnous, a
warning e‘{amlﬂe is placed before us by which we certainly ought
to profit.” The hl::tO['V of the Lutheran Church in America tes-
tifies to coming ages that a firm adherence to the Word of God
andeto ‘the Confessions of our ILutheran Church “assures a
strong F hur(‘h

R (T 1c ce claration adopted by tlL, Norwegian Luthéran
(‘hm ch we tail to {md this asmrance '

‘ 1.” 'Ihe document states that our (hllth REGARDS it as
a maucr aof PRINCIPLE THAT I'TS be\[bhhb attend ser-
vices in their own churches, that their children be baptized by
their, own pastors, and that they partake of the Holy Supper at
tlely own altars, and that pulpit and altav fellowship with-pas-
tors and people of other confessions arc to be AVOIDED as
contrary. to a true (md COnSlHtfﬂ]t Latheranism.

2 Assoma‘rlone or societies which have 1611010L1‘i exercises
nom wlnm the name of the Triune God or the name of Jesus
Christ Ax() A MATTER OF PRINCIVLE is excluded or which
teach salvcmon through w orks must be. REG ARDED a; mconn
patible with the Lutheran Church.

3. \\fe promise each other that it shall Le our c¢11 11cst pm -
¢ i 01vc a fearless testimony and to do nur Utmost to ])1acc
‘our 1espect1vc church bodies in the noht Chuauan pomtlon in
thl'i matter o

Thg:be pm dfr1 "11)115 are ,slmllar to thoce dealmo w1th doctl mc
fhey are ’11]I\L in this respect tmt they. both are ‘evasive 411(1
Oeneml 50 oenclal in their terms that they may bg 111telp1ete(1
many, d;ffe: ent ways and e'ach 111tcrp1 et1t1on may be cqhmecl o
he the corr ect onc N o

The authors of the dct‘hmtxon claim that their Churcl
REGARDS it as a matter of principle, they do not say I'T IS
a command given in God’s Word that we shall attend these
Churches where the Word of God is taught in its truth and
multy, and where the Sacraments are acdministered according
to the institution of the Lord.
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Regarding pulpit- and alterfellowship with the sects they
merely state that it must be AVOIDED as contrary to con-
sistent Lutheranism. We are of the firm opinion that such
unionism must not only be avoided, but that it cannot be tolerated
by -a church body claiming to be Lutheran. We are also of the
firm conviction that such unionism is not only contrary to con-
sistent Lutheranism but contrary to the Word of God.

"The statement concerning the secret societies is of special
interest: It is stated-that societies- which-asa MATTER OF
PRINCIPLE exclude the name of the Triune God and the name
of Christ are incompatible with the Lutheran Church, Such
societies only which have a settled rule of action or a governing
law of conduct to exclude the name of the Triune God and the
name of Christ are not in harmony with the Lutheran church.
Not a word is said about the fact that secret society members
must not be admitted as members of the church, neither do we
find anything about this that the lodges are not only contrary to
the Lutheran Church but to the WORD OF GOD.

When we remember that the lodges are not only tolerated in
the Eastern Synods, but that thy are the leading element in these
church bodies, do we then ask too much when we demand that
a definite platform be given in these resolutions which condemns
the lodge principles and asks that the Lutheran Church keeps
aloof from this evil?

But this resolution, as well as the “Akron Rule”, leaves the
lodge question undecided. How Dr. H. G. Stub and the Norwe-
gian Lutheran Church could feel justified in thanking God for
the unity in faith and church practice with these Eastern Synods,
we fail to see, but we see clearly that the Lutheran faith has
suffered terribly in the past by attempts of union and co-opera-
tion with various Christian denominations and tendencies. This
unionistic spirit has penetrated the heart and the soul of a large
part of the Lutheran Church and it has poisoned its life-roots.
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SERMONS

SERMON ON JOHN 10:16; HELD AT MINNEAPOLIS,
MINN., JUNE 6, 1920,

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:

them also I wmust bring, and they shall hear wmy

voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

No figure of speech characterizing our Redeemer more strik-
ingly presents his person, his office and his sentiments towards
men than that of the shepherd. In the picture ¢f Christ, the
good shepherd, we find portrayed his power, his love, his care,
his protecting tenderness and watchfulness. There is also no
other picture that more forcibly pictures to us the real status of
his church and of the individual Christian. Reing called the
sheep of the flock denotes our helplessness, defenselessness and
our utter dependence upon the shepherd. The picture unfolds -
the real relationship between the Redeemer and us. Christ is
the owner who has given his life for the sheep, and has thus
earned and won them as his very own, away from the owner-
ship of hell. He has real property right to them; and it is not
a disinterested ownership, but his great act of self-sacrifice was
prompted by love for the straying sheep. He is attached to them
by a divine affection. They are the objects of his tender care—
he leads them to green pastures and beside still waters. He pro-
tects them against all foes and finally leads them to the eternal
pasturage of heaven.

It is a beautiful picture portrayed by Christ Himself, but the
picture is frequently misused and misapplied; particularly are
the words of the text spoken by Tesus misunderstood and incor-
rectly explained and applied. A meaning is injected that the
Savior never intended. Let us consider these much abused words
today and seek to ascertain their true sense. The words are:

THERE SHALL BE ONE FOLD, AND ONE SHEPHERD.

First, What these words do not mean,
Secondly, What they do mean.
The figure itself presents no difficulties. The good shepherd
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is, of course, Christ Himself. The sheep constituting his flock
are the believers, the members of his holy Church upon earth,
but the Church of Christ, as it presents itself to our eyes here
upon earth, is by no means a picture of unity and harmony, but
one of friction and dissension. Qur cyes behold not otie but
many folds, a constantly incieasing mumber of folds in vehement
opposition to each other, but all claiming Christ as their shepherd.
The Christian Church is most sadly torn and divided, and this
disharmony and division is a canse of offense to the world and

a source of sadness and grave concern to all true Christians. - Ac-
Lordmg to all .appearances this word of thlst s concerning- the
one fold has hot beer fulfilled. ’ Cd

"l\'Ia“ny people are still dwaiting the visible, tangible fulfill-
ment of this expression of Clirtst’s, and console themselves with’
the thought that the time will come upon earth when Al “dif-
ferences and dissensions will cease, when all weapons shqll rest;’
all swords shall be beaten into plow shares, all spears 1nfo sickles,
and all the human famil v with one accord shall bow befmf: Jesus
Christ and shall dwell togethet¥ in unruffled harmony ‘in un-’
disturbed Christian unity of faith and brotherly love. This won:’
derful time, wi are told, will surely come before the gl of all”
things. Before the final judgment, these dreamers Llan’l Chl st
will institute the nnllenmum the kingdom of a thodsanu yedrs,
from which all’ Godlcss shall be excliided ; and in ‘which 1ovc ard-
pedcé and’ concord “and comp1€te temporal lnpplness shall ‘teigh
supreme.  Strife’ 'md d19co1d will be unknown. Ther ‘e
of Christ*will Be*fulfilled and ‘we shall flnd one fold ahd oné:
shephmd ’

llns is 111decd a plctty (11 e'lm' 9uch a condmon of ’1ffa1rs_
111ay seem to us vc1y desu 'Lble but it is a stern fact t]‘l’lt the text‘,
(loes not at all 1'cte1 ‘to such a mlHenmal kmrrdom of happmesbf
and peace ; and this’ bem’u’fnl dream, this. lnzy 1nt1c1pat1on of a;
tLlouqand years of ]oy 11‘1(1 halmony is in direct Op')O'GlthI] fok
cleai statements of Holv “Writ, and whatever is against Holy"
Writ-is wrong; no matter Iraw beautiful and apparently desirable. -
Whenever the Bible speals of Christ’s kingdom on earth, of the
hope of Christians in this world, of theé last times and ¢t final
judgment, it describes conditiofis -exactly contrary te ‘tlie ‘eXpec-
tattons of thermillénialists:iAecording to the Scripture;-tlie King-



43

dom of Christ is and will ever remain a kinigdom of .the: Cross:
The Church will rethain until the end of time-a Church militait.
The Savior leaves his followers under no delusions regarding
the character of His kingdom on earth. IMe remarks repeatedly
that all.irue earnest children of God must expect hatred and per-
secution, that the true disciple will have to take up his cross and
follow Him; that His children must through much tribulation.
enter into the kingdom of God. S

"he flock of Christ is éalled “a little floc ck”, travelmg ovel
many Inndlanccs and obstructions the straight and narrow way,
while the great’ multitude’ travels the broad way leading to, de—.
struction.  The psalmisf calls"God’s own “the hidden odes” 6f
the Lord, whose life is life in Him, and Wthh will only be re-
vealed with Christ in glory '

The kmgdom of God cometh not with obselvation 1101the1
shall they say, Lo he1e or, T;o there! for, behold, the’ kmgdgmt
of God s within you.” R

’,[he kquom of God is 11w151ble 111(1den frem our eyes. .

1 Onit ‘Savior has never ‘proniised -that the time before the énd
¢hall “be a titne. of rest andipeace and - uhity.: "Writenever:! He
kpeak% of’ thcse times; His words hold something véry different
it pf’ospét:t "He ‘describes the last times as times 6f - tgmplahon
deceptioni and - discord, i which ‘many fdlse Christs ‘and false
nroph'eh ‘ghall preach and spread pernicious 611()'1 and falsehodds:
e warnis {is“that the-tinves “will be spiritually 5o ‘dangerous;’ ‘ that
i God “in His inercy would nét shorten theni' no one: would: B
saved.” Instead of a géteral ‘and “inified faith, He foretells®ar
alarming'incréaseé of unbelief, a gtowing coldness’ on ‘the part-of
many believers. The closer the end the fiercéiand wibre dif-
figblt would become’ thérbattle. In the fire of:temptdtion:and
tributation of :the . last:tinjes thenumber of Christ’s  followers
would “become-a small flocki:indged ; the conditions would::hel
come worse and. worse and:. finally, “when . they  réached  thait
highest-point; Christ would appear suddenly-to destroy his ene
thies and:lead his small flockitc heavenly bliss.=It:4s a vain Lopo
that:thelchitdren of mén willzever be united in ‘one great harmoni:
ous family-~one jgreat wmdivided fold. :»Such avcondition wwordd
mean the elimination of sin and the devil. The devil-+is the
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sower of all discord and as long as he continues his pernicious
activity there can never be perfect peace and harmony.

The words of the text are also subject to other misinterpre-
-tations. The contention is made that these words of the Savior
constitute a command to drop all doctrinal differences, that is,
all differences in the teaching of the various. churches, to unite
all contending Christian parties into one grand church. There
is much talk in our day along the lines of union and amalgama-
tion. The spirit of union seems to be in the air! In speech and
writing we are told that those who are filled with the spirit of
Christ must overlook and ignore all differences of teaching.
Their duty is simply to abolish all such differences, or at least
to minimize their importance, to gloss them over, to refrain from
mentioning and emphasizing them. Even though there be no
entire doctrinal agreement, the spirit of Christian charity de-
mands a polite ignoring of this fact. The things upon which we
disagree, we are told, are small and immaterial, inconsequential
matters, upon which little or nothing depends. They represent
really only differences of view and opinion. They are not funda-
mental,—others too have the truth, only in a different form. All
of them lead to salvation, only upon different ways. These
things constitute no real basis for division or even discussion.
Let us come together and form onc fold even though we do not
agree in all points, even though-we do not all have the same
faith and profession. Such sentiments constitute a distinct temp-
tation. There is indeed a certain glamour in the prospect of
greater work to be accomplished by unified and concentrated
effort. There is something very tempting in the logical deduc- -
tion that united powers make for greater efficiency and will in-
crease the power for good.

The ILutherans particularly are scolded and upbraided for
consistently opposing such efforts of unifying the Christian
forces. We are called narrow, stubborn, head-strong, exclusive,
lacking in charity, hindering the fulfillment of Christ’s words,
“There shall be one fold and one shepherd.”” We are accused
of acting contrary to the will of Christ; and, if the words. of
Christ really have the sense and meaning that these people claim
for them then we indeed have reason to repent and to abolish
our position,
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And, how can we know whether or not our position is the
correct one? No doubt, by turning to Christ, upon whom the
Christian Church is founded and who is Eternal Truth; and this
Eternal Truth never would demand or sanction an extérnal
union which can be established only .by the:denial of that Truth,
which he has revealed to us. There is only one Truth and that is
the Word of God. It is a finished product, not subject to the
variations or interpretations directed by the whims of man. It
is.an.entity.and admits. of.no. partial-acceptance; or of any wil-
ful ignoring of any part of it. It is not a thing which can be
made to fit human notions and desires, but a mold according to
which all actions and thoughts and teachings of man are to be
cast. Wherever there is a divergence from this Word, we find
error. This Word is not only sacred in its entirety, but every
statement is inviolable. In the real sense of the word, there are
no unimportant doctrines. God’s Word can never be unimport-
ant, and besides this we dare not trust our judgment as to what
is important or not. Where God’s Word is concerned, we have
only the one duty of an unquestionable acceptance.

“If you continue in my words, then are you my disciples in-
deed, and you shall know the truth.”

He who departs from God’s Word departs from truth, and
whosoever places mere human opinion and logic and deduction
upon the same level with eternal truth and accords it equal right
of existence is sinning. Any union attained by the sacrifice of
truth’ is plainly against the will of God. The true sheep of
Christ’s flock listen only to the voice of the good shepherd and
follow no strange voice. They cannot and will not join them-
selves to any flock where any other voice but that of the good
shepherd resounds. They cannot remain in union with those
in whose midst the sheep are led to any other pasture but that
of the Word of God; and this latter condition is indeed the case
where anything else is taught but what the Word of God teaches.

The wave of unionistic tendencies which has swept over our.
country and over the world is plainly of satanic origin. It is
one of the two methods of Satan to despoil the Church of Christ.
It is a favorite trick of his to disrupt the church through false
doctrine, to sow the seeds of discord and then to seek to effect
a union at the sacrifice of truth. He is a liar from the begin-
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ning, he is the father of lies, who naturally hates. the-trath.:Fvery
union that is not-based on a unity:of faith has in every case
proven disastrous, and all its splendid promises have turned.out
to be a vain delusion. . A union which compromises truth. imme-
diately deprives itself of the promise of divine blessing, and even
thomgh a firm positioi}v regarding the soundness of every.’jot and
tittle of God’s Word may mean that we will have to-siffer:lane-
someness, being cut off from the great number to whom the
promise of temporal advantage is of greater importance than
an unpopular -adherence to the plain statements of Holy Writ,
we. are-safe and right only then when we stand on'.the: gimple
platform “Thus saith the Lord”. We do maintain that the motds
of Jesus emphatically do not mean that the different’ church
bodies are to manufacture with the suppression of truth an ex-
ternal union.  In spite of all glowing promisés, such a wunion
must always remain an abomination. B zo

" But what do the words ot jesus mean? These words hdve
already been fulfilled. In connection with ~ these 'words “the
Savior says to the Phdrl%ecs B

© “And other shecp 1 lnve, which are not of 1.1'115 101(1 them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice,’ ’
"1 “The sheep of this fold” dre the Jews. The sheep whicll are
not of this fold” are the heathen. In the time hefore’ “Chist” the
human race was dr\fxdul into two folds—the one fold bemo the
people of Israel and the other the heathen world in general. yllﬁt
Tews were ‘indeed the chosen ones of the Lord,—under Hls con—
stant care and ]Jlomdentlal leadership, fed and led b) God's’ ‘owi
mlraculous power, the recipients of His wondrous promlses the
custodnns of Flis word, tenderly’ guarded and tramed Amd
‘on thé other hand ‘the heathen could be hkened unto i fol(l or
flock without a ‘shepherd, wandering aimlessly 111(1 helpleqél\
about in the wtldeme% of this world, cut off from- the” green
pastures of ]cm\ahs word,” unable’to qumdl their Qplrltual
thirst at the fresh 'water of divine-favor and-promise,."Théibles-
sed:flock of Israel was strictly separated from the theathen;:not
only: by difference of race, but by diaving a special country: with
-ite special divinely given laws. [he Pharvisee of the,:itime xf
:Jesus had develpped the pride ofirace fo-a remarkable degree ad
Jmoked with supreme contémpt .upon the: heathen:.  Throughathie

@
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appearance of the blessed Son of God, the time had come, how-
ever, when the wall of division between the two flocks was to be
torn down, when all race and caste differences were to vanish,
and. also the heathen were to partake of the blessed promises
of Jehovah. Thus indeed, there would, through the wondrous
work of Jesus, be one fold and one shepherd. Through the
preaching of the gospel Christ was te build one Church of Jews
and heathen, the Church which would spread itself all over the
earth, the Church, the doors of which should stand open to the
believers of all nations, united into one body by the honds of one
faith. This glorious prediction of Christ was fulfilled when the
apostles went out into the world with the saving gospel of man’s
redemption. The promise began to he fulfilled as soon as the
divine invitation went out to all men irrespective of race,

“Come, for all things are now ready.”

Thus the fulfillment of the words of our text lies not in the
future but in the past and in the present. The one flock, under
one shepherd is the holy Christian Church upon earth. We are
indeed deeply grieved by the lack of external unity in the church
and we are bound to feel the prompting of the temptation to
fashion by hook or crook, with or without real unity, at least
an external union, If we yield to this temptation, we are de-
priving the shepherd of a prerogative that is distinctly His.
Christ 13 the shepherd, we ministers are only his undershepherds,
members of the flock conunissioned to carry out the shepherd’s
commands. We are never to mix our own voice with His, His
voice alone is to resound. He is well able to handle the situation.
We are so inclined to try to meddle in His management of His
flock and are prone to heconme impatient with the seeming lack
of results. But let us not be disturbed. Let us calmly and
quietly proclaim our shepherd’s message. Let us feed the flock
with the food that the good shepherd provides, doing everything
in our power to prepare the conditions so that His voice may
resound without let or hindrance. That is all that he has com-
manded us to do. Itis a glorious privilege, a privilege connected
with the Master’s promised blessing. Hdrkmg only to His voice,
permitting only His voice to resound, let 11§ continuie our way,
troublesome and obstructed though it may be until “finally we
shall reach the blessed pasturage of hieaven. Amen.
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 PASTORAL SERMON.,
- Text: Acts 20:26-28.

Fellow redeemied, dearly beloved hearers of the \\()1( of
God, brethren in the ‘ministry. "

~“I am not (Lshamed of the Gospel of Cn ist, for it is a power
of God unto’ salvapon to every one that believeth.” Thus the
apostle Paul writes to the Romans (1:16) and thereby briefly
and forcefully announces not only the theme of the epistle, but
also the platform on'iv{fhich_he took his stand: the.Gospel .of
Ciirist, a power of God unto salvation to every one that believes.
This is the theme, the keynote of all his preaching. To this he
had been called not by man, but by Jesus Christ himself, just
as immediately as any one of the twelve, endowed with as great
gifts as they. And none of them have delivered unto the church
of God a fuller or clearer exposition of the contents, power,
sweetness, and comfort of Christ’s Gospel than the apostle Paul.
By his Gospel he lived: In it he labored, praying night and day
for its success, suffering hunger and thirst, the scoifing of the
wise Greeks and the hatred and persecution of his own country-
wen, the fanatical Jews, all for the sake of this Gospel, because
the love of Christ constrained him, and he adds, “Woe is unto
me, if [ preach not the Gospel.” In his love toward Christ and
zeal for the salvation of his people, the Jews, he even goes so
far as to wish that he might be accursed from Christ if he only
thereby might save his brethren according to the flesh. {Rom.
9). However, he lad -experienced this saving power of the
Gospel not only on his own heart, he had witnessed it also in
these many of gentile'extraction who had turned thcir back
upon idolatry and became partakers of the common joy, com-
fort and power of the Word of the Cross as well as of the tribu-
Jations and persecutions for the Gospel’s sake in common with
the apostle himself. Therefore he was not ashamed of the Gos-
pel, having found in it Christ the Lord with all His gifts of
mercy.

Brethren, espec1ally you colleagues in the ministry, I ha:v_e
been requested  to speak:a word i the name of the Lord par-
ticularly to you, and to.myself as your fellow servant, although
it also concerns all Christians that are assembled- here, since: we



99

ministers are appointed by God through the call of our congre-
gations to the ministry of the Word to be shepherds and over-
seers under Christ, baving the same mission to perform-as the
apostles. By the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, T shall
endeavor to do this, following in the steps of the great apostle
to the gentiles. For among all the great examples of the church
of God, no doubt, none are more worthy of following than that
of the apostle Panl. And so much the more cheerfully may we
do this as he himself, mioved by the Spirit of God, exhorts us
saying, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”
(1 Cor. 11:1). ; ,, ;

.In our text the apostle shows by his own words and example
how the Gospel i1s to be preached and that ministry to be per-
formed which the Lord has entrusted to us. We then ask,

WHY SHOULD A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL PUT
HIS WHOLE HEART AND SOUL INTO HIS WORK?

QOur text gives us two good reasons, namely,
1) The great demands which the Lord makes upon him, and

2) The aboundant comfort and assistance whicli He pro-
mises a faithful performance of these demands.

L

Our text is a part of the apostle’s farewell address to the
elders of the church at Ephesus, where he had labored three
years. He was now on his way to Jerusalem, where bonds and
afflictions awaited him. He was in haste and determined to
sail by Ephesus, but summoned the elders of the ¢hurch to meet
him at Miletus in order to give them a parting word of warning.
admenition, and comfort. And to remind them of the import-
ance of that office which God had entrusted to their care, and
-the obligations which it imposes. This address is, indeed, a
pastoral. sermon.  And since we agree 4hat whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning so these
words ‘also. We can, therefore, never sufficiently praise God
for having suffered these words to be committed to writing and
handed down to us. Hence the ministry: of-the 20th century
‘must -need the admonition and comfort they=contain:as well as
“that of the first. DBrethren, we need them only too well. For,
although the conditions and circumstances of the present day be



100

different from those of Paul’s age, nevertheless the demands
on us are inn the main the same, and the dangers and temptations
from satan, the world, and our corrupt flesh are also essentially
the same.

First of all, the apostle reminds the elders that the Holy
Ghost had placed them in the office which they held. [t was
not Paul nor even the church at Ephesus which had effected
this, but the Holy Spirit, the Holy One in Israel, He that openeth,
and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth (Rev,
3:7) without whose assistance and gracious working their work
would be in vain, He has also placed us as overseers and
spiritual advisers. Though He calls through men, through our
congregations our calling is none the less a divine calling. In-
deed, what God said by the prophet applies in our case as well:
Give them warning from me. (Ezek. 3:17). We say we
preach, baptize, absolve, administer holy communion by vertue
and on behali of God Himself? Let us always remember that
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you
by vs: we pray in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. This
is the first demand of God that we be mindful of the fact that
it is His will and command we execute, His baptism, His absolu-
tien, Iis holy supper we administer.

The next requirement inposed upon a minister of the Gospel
is that he always bear in mind who those are among whom he
labors and whom he serves. We are inclined to look more at
the outward, visible side of things. In like manner we look
upon those sitting below the pulpit or gathering at the font and
the altar as ordinary sinful and weak persous like ourselves, and
this, of course is true. However, the apostle calls these the
flock and church of God which He has purchased with his own
blood. They are men and women with immortal souls, souls
that by nature are altogether contaminated by sin, lost and con-
demned creatures who like newhorn babes would perish if left
to themselves. But. in His ineffable love God took pity upon
their misery as:Ide says in Ezek. 16, And when 1 passed by
thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto, thee
when thou wast in thy blood: Live! Moved by compassion He
sent his only begotten Son in the likeness of sinful flesh who
fulfilled the Law for them, suffered and died and fSl_l’(.idy,h‘iS
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precious blood as a ransom for ali their sins, in order that He
might bring them to his heavenly Father saying, Behold, Father,
here are all the millions of men that were eternally lost, subject
to Thy wrath and judgment.  This have [ done for them. Art
Thou satisfied? And his heavenly Father was satisfied, which-
He soleninly declare before all creation by raising Christ from
the dead. Thus, my friends, did God purchase his church with
his own blood. As many as have been received into communion
with Jesus Christ by holy baptism and by a living faith have
appropriated to themselves the work and merit of Christ, are
sheep and lambs of his flock, they are his church, a dearly bought
possession. They are sanctified by God’s Holy Spirit; there-
fore He is very solicitous concerning their welfare, and will not
tolerate any mismanagement of his flock saying, Touch not
mine anoited, and do my prophets no harm., (Ps. 105:15).
Conceded that they are full of frailties and fanlts, such as Paul
had to rebuke in the Corinthian Church, still it is impossible for
us to know their hearts, and we must regard them in charity
as members of the flock of Christ, for we have the promise of
God that where his Word is preached in its truth and purity
some will always become converted—few or many-—unto Christ
and be sheep of his fold. In such a flock or church we min-
isters are to labor. Unto this flock we are to take heed, says
the apostle. Here the apostle presents the same illustration as
our Savior used, and which was used by the prophets in the’
Old Testament, namely, the illustration of the shepherd and’
his work. This designates the most tender relation of love and
care on the part of a minister toward his congregation. For this
reason also the minister bears the beautiful name of pastor—
a shepherd, )

We must take heed unto all the flock, says the apostle. As
a shepherd may have different kinds of sheep under his care,
so ‘also the pastor. There are the young and the old, the strong
and the weak, the well and the ill, both physically and morally,
some with a good knowledge of the Word of God, others with
little or none, some that are easy to get along with, others more
or less difficult and contrary. Therefore the Holy Ghost says
with emphasis: ALL ‘the flock. And let us not overlook one
class of people in the church: the children—ithe lambs of the
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fold.: How important that we in the spirit of a loving shepherd
give them the pure milk of the word, and in such a manner
that they can understand it. The children are the future church.
Soon we, the present shepherds. and flock, shall no longer be
members of the church militant. The pastor himself experiences
a special blessing and encouragenient when he tells children in
simple words the story of Jesus’ wonderful love.

"~ St. Paul also shows us in our text how we are to feed God’s
flock. “I have not shunned to declare tinto you all the counsel
of God,” he says. Wherefore he even dares testify to them, “I
am pure from the blood of all,” which is to say that it was
through no fault of his, if any one in the church at Ephesus
did not know the way of salvation, or had not been adnionished
regarding the Word of God. How eager he was in promoting
their spiritual welfare he shows by calling to mind how he ceased
not to warn every one night and day with tears. These are
courageous, almost challenging, words of the great apostle. “And
yet, brethren, they contain the very things which the Lord has
given us to do: to preach all the counsel of God unto salvation,
to exhort, to encourage, beg, and to plead with our hearers not
to resist God’s Word, but to accept it, that they may not have
believed in vain.

1f a minister of the Gospel shall be able to preach all the
eouhsel of God he can not confine himself to a certain narrow
circle of more general Gospel truths or cling to certain pet
themes, but he must hold forth those things which his hearers
especially need to know and take to heart. Thus, when he
preaches the Law, he must not only preach ABOUT the Law, or,
when le reproves sin he must not hammer away at gross vices
only of which, perhaps, none of his hearers are guilty, but which
every one admits are shameful.” But he must wield the hammer
of the Law so as to hit the ‘conscience of those who in some
form or other serve both God and mammon, or those who refuse
to make the natural will of man incapablé in' choosing to accept
God’s: proffered hand of salvation, or who believe that some
reminant of the image of God has remained after the fail: ~He
must apply the Law as the surgeon applies the lancet in opening:
up ‘the festering abscesses, showing from the Word of God
the deep corruption and evil inclination of matural man; showing
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also that God, regardless of man’s inability to keep any of his
commandments, still does not in ihe least. annul his demands, so
that the hearers may realize what David realized when Nathan,’
the prophet, said to him; Thoda art the man!

When we by the aid of the Holy Spirit have succeeded in
reproving sin, let us by all mieains not forget that this is but the
preparetory worl, that the I aw 1s but a mirror showing man
hiz sin and God’s wrath on account of sin. Nevertheless how-
ever, as the mirror is not able to remove the filth which it re-
flects, so powerless is also the I.aw to remove sin. Therefore,
the remedy must be brought to those who are alarmed and in
despair on account of their sin. The blessed Gospel concerning
Him who bore even their sin in his own body on the cross must
not be withheld but preached in its fulness. We must show
through the Gospel how their debt of sin has long since been
paid, how God himself declared this Easter morning at the
empty grave of Jesus, and that the sinners are only to accept the
full atonement and righteousness of Christ, that they are only
to believe this, take God at his Word, and they are saved.
Through the very Gospel Jesus Christ himself creates in ‘their
hearts the faith whereby these gifts are received.

I have tried to set forth what the apostie means by taking
heed; what He means by feedmg his flock, and how the La“
and the Gospel 1s rightly divided.

One requirement still remains which the apostle places at the
head of his admonition. He says, “Take heed, therefore, unto
yourselveé.’" These words contain a powerful exhortation to
self-examination. One who undertakes to show others the way
should certainly not only know the way, but also walk in it.
When we set forth the abomination of sin, and how it ruins man
for time and for eternity; is it-then such an abominable thing
to us? When we exhort others to shun it as their worst enemy,
do we ourselves always flee from it? In preaching the Law
to -others, we should be mindful-of that this message of God is
meant for us also. Especially,-when we describe God’s” incoms-
prchensible love to sinners in.order to move and admonish them,
are we moved ourselves by the mercy of God, so that we may
say, as did-the apostle, ,“The ‘love: of ' Christ. constraineth us?”
God requires of us that all ‘eur work -in his kingdom, all. our
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preaching, all our preparation of sermons, -all our instriction
of the youth, all our admonition and exhortation in public or
private, must emanate from love to God. It must proceed from
love, if it is to be pleasing to God. For the apostle says that if
he brought the greatest sacrifices even to giving his body to
be burned, but had not charity (love) he would be as sounding
brass or a tinkling cymbal. (1 Cor. 12). It is a stern word
which the Lord spoke later to this same church at Ephesus say-
ing, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love. (Rev. 2:4).

This is an important word also for us and our congregations.
The intimate bond of love with Jesus Christ is so apt to grow
weak through the cares of this life. The ministers of the
Gospel and the church always face this danger. There are so
many external and secondary things that demand time and
effort. Some of them may be needed for the welfare of the
church, but in occupying our minds with them we are tempted
to forget the most important thing, namely, an unceasing com-
munion with our Savior in behalf of ourselves and our flock.
When the Lord again charged Peter to feed his sheep and lamb,
He thrice repeated the important question for Peter’s self-
examination, Loveth thou me? And he puts the same question
to us ministers, LLovest thou me? How important, therefore,
that the word of the apostle, Take heed unto yourself, be placed
always before his mind’s eye.

.Need we then be in doubt as to whether these great demands
which the Lord requires of us urge us to put our whole heart
and soul into our work?

IT.

The great consolation and assistance which he promises to
every faithful servant should also urge us to be zealous in our
work. The more we contemplate what God requires of us in
our holy office ,the more will we realize the truth of what the
apostle says, Who is sufficient for these things? Of ourselves
we are insufficient and unworthy to speak his Word or ad-
minister his sacraments. Put (God be praised! We have the
same consolation as Paul when he says, Not that we are suf:
ficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our
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sufficiency is of God, who alsc hath made us able ministers of
the New Testament. (2 Cor. 3:5),

Regardless of our unworthiness, God has entrusted to us
this most important mission. We poor sinners have been called
to proclaim to sinners (ourselves included) that He is the friend
of sinners who has purchased them with his blood and would
have them saved. What an office. and what a mission! What
can be more wonderful or more honorable than this? If the
president of our country appointed one of us ambassador to
some foreign country, would we not regard it as a great honor?
We would begin at once to familierize ourselves with the mat-
ters pertaining to such a missien. How much more then,
brethren, as ministers and ambassadors for Christ in charge of
his affairs on earth to the salvation of the citizens of his heavenly
kingdom:.

If He, the lord of heaven and earth, and the God of our
salvation, sends us on this missionr, of what account are all the
objections of our flesh? Did not He who intended us for this
very work before we were horn know that we were both insuf-
ficient and unworthy? Need we hesitate then to believe that He
has made us and henceforth will make us worthy and efficient?

He wants us to come to him with our prayer for assistance,
strength, comfort, and courage. 1f you lack wisdom, dear
brother, especially in difficuit situations, enter boldly in his pre-
sence and ask Him to open to you the fountains of wisdom, His
holy Word, and vou will not go in vain. He says I will be your
mouth and ycur wisdom, Take nc thought how or what ye shall
speak, for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall
speak. (Matth. 10:192). Our strength and our confidence must
be in the Lord. DBe confident that the Lord has placed you in
the office and that vou have not arrogated it unto yourselves.
Do all the difficulties and vexations of the ministerial office
cause you concern? Then look at St. Paul, what are your dif-
ficulties and labors compared with his? Or compared to our
Savior’s labor and pain? Do you see little results from your
prayers and your labors? Remember then how much the Spirit
of God must work upon the souls of men; remember how much
it worked even upon your own soul, before it bore any fruit.
Do you look for a harvest as soon as you have sown the qeed?
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Remember that, they that'sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing preécious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. {Ps.
126). The harvest time for the seed of the Word of God will
surely come, and the gracious reward shall he granted all faith-
ful workers in the vineyard. Shall then the fact that our tes-
timony is spoken asgainst by the children of unbelief, and that
the god of this world rages and incites to resistance be permitted
to dampen our zeal, dull our energy, or discourage us? Our
Savior has foreteld us that we must not expect to fare any
hetter than Ide. And furthermore, that we are bhlessed when
men shall revile us and persecute us and shall say all manner
of evil agamst us-falsely, for His sake. (Matth. 5:11).

Finally, the fact that the Lord has placed us in this work,
and that He will acknowledge our work as his, will uphold and
sustain us during possible misunderstanding and misrepresenta-
tions that may arise within our own church. It is uritold grace
on the part of God when the pastor and his congregation work
together in harmony. But even though the pastor, as he should,
“walks uprightly according to the truth of the Gospel” (Gal
2:4) there may often enough arise misunderstandings, strife, and
even separations in the church. "The trouble caused by those
outside the congregation are comparatively easily borne, but
difficulties within the church caused by those who to all ap-
pearance desire to be Christians are heavy burdens indeed. PBut
let us in the first place not forget that in our own actions and
conduct there may be faults that deserve correction. And let
us thank any brother or sister for well intended advise or re-
proof. Thus the apostle Peter received a serious reprimand
from Paul, as we read in Gal. 2. Tn the second place let us not
forget that even when our speech or conduct is in accord with
the Word of God we may nevertheless be misunderstood or
gainsaid, but in this we are not ahove our Master. For the same
thing accured to Ilim even on the part of his own disciples.
How often did He not Lave to reprove them. How much for-
hearance, longsuffering, and patience did Ie not have to ex-
ercise toward them. And in- the footsteps of Jesus we behold
St. Paul when he assures the church at Thessalonica that he
treated them gently .as a nurse treats her children. (1 Thess.
27). A ,

May the Lord Jesus Christ make us more and more like-
minded with Him, the great Shepherd, for His name’s sake.
3 ' ~ Amen,
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Text: John 21:15-17,
Beloved Friends in Christ!

God has bestowed on us Christians the great honor, that He
makes use of us as His instruments and co-laborers in further-
ing Iis kingdom on earth, and consequently we should perform
the work which has been assigned to us according to the mstruc-
tions that He has given. When a man intends to build a house
he first lays the foundation. He digs down deep into the ground
so as to get a firm footing and then he proceeds to build, first
the foundation and then the house; the same plan should be
followed in the building of God’s kingdom, His church on ¢arth.
These are the instructions given by the Lord of the church.
Hence it should be our object first of all to build God's kingdom
in the hearts of the little children, making them a part—and a
very important part—of that spiritual temple which has been
in process of construction ever since the day of Pentecost, and
which shall be fully completed, when the kingdom of Christ shall
be consummated in eternal glory. And we may be certain’of
this, that the Lord who has purchased also the little children with
His own precious bloed, and who has commanded us to bring
the little children to Him, and who speaks with such earnest-
ness to Peter in the text before us, saying, “Feed My lambs!
Feed My sheepl!”, will not excuse us if we neglect to do our
duty toward the little children. In order that we may be spuried
on to do our duty in this respect and in regard to schools for
our little children, let us apply our attention to the admonishing
words of Jesus in our text. There is especially one statement
in the text before us that I would endeavor to l]l]])lCSS upon us
all, namely, the command of Jequs :

“Feed My lambs!” Let us consider

I. To whom t1.1is comm‘and is given,
II.. ‘What it implies.
III. Who alone cen feed Jesus’ lambs.

The event of our text occurred at one of the manifestations
of Jesus to His disciples after ITis resurrection from the dead.
The words of Jesus in the text are addressed to Simion Peter,
‘who on this occasion is reinstated in his position. as an apostle.
In the night when- Jesus was betrayed, Peter had committed the
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gross sin of denying his Master. But he repented, weéping bit-
terly on account of his sin, and when -Jesus on the day of His
resurrection appeared to him we may be certain that He assured
him of his forgiveness. DBut Peter had not only fallen from
grace by the sin which he had committed, but he had also lost
his apostleship. On the occasion mentioned in our text, there-
fore, Peter is in the presence of the other apostles, in an im-
pressive manner, reinstated in his calling, Three times in suc-
cession the Lord puts this question to Peter: ‘“Simon, son ¢f °
Jonas, lovest thou me?” By this threefold question the Lord
no doubt refers tc Peter’s threefold denial, and by the words,
“T.ovest thou me?”, the Lord would remind Peter of his declara-
tion in the night of His betrayal. During that night Peter had
declared that he was ready to go with the Lord, both into prison
and to death. So great a love he believed that he possessed.
Yet, when it came to a real test, it appeared that Peter’s love
was not so great, after all. He fell and sinned grossly. But
what is now his relation to Jesus? Does he now. possess an
ardent love to Him? And is it therefore certain that his repent-
ance is sincere? When the same question, for the third time,
was put to Peter by the Lord, Peter was grieved, we are told.
He knew that Jesus had reason to doubt his sincerity, consider-
ing his shameful denial of his Master. But Peter assured Him
that He who knows all things, knows that he loves Him. And
on this express declaration-—that he does love Jesus—Peter re-
ceives this command, that he shall feed the Lord’s lambs, that
he shall tend and feed Christ’s sheep; in other words, that he
shall care for that flock, that congregation, which the Lord has
purchased with His own blood.

We certainly do not misinterpret the words of our Lord in
our text when we say that by the word “sheep” is meant adults
and more mature Christians, and by the word “lambs” is meant
the weaker Christians and the little children. When, therefore,
Jesus in I1is command to Peter says, “IFeed My lambs”, He has
thereby enjoined upon Peter that in the administration of that
office which He has given him, he must not neglect the little
children who are so dear to Him, the Good Shepherd.

These words of Jesus, “Feed My lambs”, are then, as we
see, addressed particularly to Peter. But since they are re-



109

corded in the Holy Scriptures it is absolutely certain that they
are not intended for him alone, but that this command is given
to all the disciples of Jesns. It is given to all who are called
to teach and preach the Word of God, to all Christian parents
and all Christian church members. As surely as the command
of Christ, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature,” has been given to all Christians, just so surely
has the command of Christ in our text, “Feed My lambs,” been
given to all Christians. There are church members who will do
little or nothing for the education of the children, because they,
themselves, have no children, or because all their children are
grown up or confirmed. DBut do these members act according
to Christ’'s command in our text when He says, “Feed My
lambs”? They surely do not. These people act as Cain did
when the Lord asked him, “Where is thy brother?” He answered
and said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” We
should note that the children who are baptized do not belong to
the parents alone, but they belong to the congregation. Yea, they
belong to Christ. Note carefully what Christ says: “Feed MY
lambs!”?. Therefore this command concerns all Christian church
members, as well as all Christian parents; and especially does
this command of Christ concern those who are called to be
shepherds and teachers under Christ. IHe who has established
His kingdom of grace on earth, and by whom all true teachers
and ministers are ordained, says in our text to each and every
one of these, “Feed My lams”. That Lord, who has given to
Christian parents children, speaks with great earnestness to such
parents in our text and says, “Feed My lambs!” And that Lord
who has loved all Christians and has washed them from their
sins in His own blood, and made them kings and priests unto
God, as the Book of Revelations tells us in Chapter 1, says to
those same Christians, in our text, “Feed My lambs!” In other
words, it is to the church and not to the state that this com-
mand of Christ is given. The state has other problems to deal
with than feeding the lambs of Jesus. It is to you, dear fellow-
Christian, that this command is given. Will you, then, heed this
admonition? Can anyone be a true Christian and refuse to heed
this admonition of Christ?

II. But when the Lord says, “Feed My lambs ’, what does
this command imply? It is not so difficult to understand what
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is meant by this command. The work of an ordinary shepherd
consists' in tendirig the flock which has been entrusted to his’
care, to see to it that the flock is properly fed, to lead the sheep
into the best pasture that he can find so that they may 6btain
nourishment, and to the fresh waters so that they may quench
their thirst; to protect the rlock against wild animals that would’
attack it if possible, to bring back to the flock such sheep -and
lambs as may have strayed away, and to bring the flock back
to the fold when the day is ended. And it is the duty of the
shepherd to watch with special care the weaker sheep which are
particularly apt to become the prey of the wolf. This is espe-
cially the case with the little lambs. And if there is here or
there a lamb which is so Trail that it is not able to follow the
flock, it may become the duty of the shepherd to carry such a
lamb in his arms. Therefore, when the Lord says in our text
to all spiritual shepherds—parents, teachers and all Christians,
“Feed My lambs!” He has thereby enjoined upon them: *‘“Take
diligent care of the flock that has been entrusted to you! ILead
them into the pastures of God’s Word and to the refreshing
waters of the gospel! Provide carefully for the weak sheep and
the lambs, the children! See to it that they may be amply
nourished with the milk of God’s Word, so that their spiritual
life day by day may be sustained and increased in strength! Do
not neglect to nstruct them thoroughly in God’s Word, so that
their understanding may be enlightened and they may learn to
see that they are sinners before God and that T am their Savior!
That their will may be strengthened for that which is good!
That the new power, desirc and yearning, whiclh through re-
generation were created in their heart, may not diminish but
increase! That their conscience may become very tender, that
they may be afraid to do what is wrong!” “Watch over them,”
He would say, *'so .that their evil foe, Satan, may not do them
any harm. Protect them against all the dangers to which they
are exposed in this wicked world. Teach them to listen to the
voice of the Good Shepherd and to obey Him. Seek the true
welfare of each one of them. Carry them to Me in baptism, so
that I may bless them and make them heirs of eternal life! Bring
them to Me upon the arms of prayer! Lead them by your ad-
monitions and warnings, and by your example, in that path wlnch
leads to' the sheep-fold of eternal life.”
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It'is clear that all these things are contained in the command
of Jesus, “Feed My lamhs!”

But then the question arises: How is all this to be done?
A great deal of what has been spoken of must be done in the
home, by the children’s parents. Acting as true shepherds, the
parents must bring their children to Jesus in baptisim, they must
daily bring them to Him in their prayers, and teach them to
pray and tell them about God and the Qav101 in whose name they
are baptized; and by leading a Christian life, the parents must
make the home a real Christian home, so that the spiritual at-
mosphere wherein their children live and breathe may be good
and wholesome. This is of more importance than most men
realize. '

But the duties which these words of our Lord, “Feed My
lambs!”, enjoin upon us are so many and so great that even the
beést home is scarcely able to fulfill them all. The church has
also realized this, and therefore it has found it necessary to
establish schools whose aim and purpose it is to feed the lambs
of Jesus. A great many of our congregations are thus conduct-
ing Sunday schools where instruction in the elements of Chris-
tian doctrine is given. In many congregations schools are con-
ducted during the summer, at the time when the public school is
not in session, and here Christianity is taught. In one congrega-
tion of our Synod-.the so-called Gary plan is followed and in-
struction in religion provided once or twice a week. Among our
Missouri brethren it is customary for the congregations to con-
duct what we call parochial schools, which are held at the same
time as the public schools and give instruction in the same
branches as the common school, and in religion, in catechism,
explanation and Bible history. We have a few of these schools
also in our Synod.

Now, as to the Sunday school and the S0~ calle(l Gary plan
let us not underestimate their value, but we must also guard
against the danger of overestimating this means of providing
religious instruction; and under no c1rcum'=ta11ces should. we en-
tertain the idea that this is all the instruction our children need.
When ‘we think of the duties which the command of Jesus, “Feed
My lambs”, enjoins upon us, is there anyone who really believes
that the above mentioned schools fulfill all these duties? If so
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little time were given to the instruction of your child in arithme-
tic, geography or history, as is given to instruction in God’'s
Word in the schools mentioned, what kind of knowledge would
they acquire? When we also consider that many of those who
are teachers in the Sunday school often have little or no ex-
perience in teaching, then it must be self-evident that the fruits
of the Sunday school will he very meager. If the children also
get the idea—svhich is often the case-—that when they have at-
tended the Sunday $chool they need not attend the service, then
the usefulness of the Sunday school is of very doubtful charac-
ter,

Neither does the summer school provide a real solution. When
vou consider what is contained in Christ’s command, “Feed My
lambs!”, do you then dare to make the assertion that these
schools, which are conducted a few weeks in the warm sum-
mertime, when the children nsually enjoy their vacation, fulfill
the duties which the Lord enjoins upon us in this command?
Ts it in this manner that a shepherd tends his sheep, that he gives
them all the nourishment they need — and almost more than
they need—7for six or cight weeks, and then lets them starve the
rest of the year? Do Christ’s words in our text leave the impres-
sion, that it is in this manner that He wants His lambs to be
fed? There is only one school for children which is able to ful-
fill the demands contained in the words of Jesus, “Feed My
lambs !, and that is the so-called parochial school, which is con-
ducted at the same time as the public school and gives instruction
in the ordinary, common-school branches, together with a'mfljv
instruction in God’s Word, and where all the instruction is given
in the light of God’s Word—a school which is permeated by the
spirit of Christianity and is a Christiau school throughout.

We ought, therefore, to make this school our goal, to estab-
lish as many of these schools as possible, one in every congrega-
tion, or at least one in every parish, which all the congregations
constituting the parish may make use of. If, in connection with
the school, a boarding club is conducted, then it makes little: dif-
ference if the children live many miles away, for no matter 11@\\!
cold and stormy it may be, the children can nevertheless be pre-
sent at school.

Yet, though it should be our aim to establish parochial schools,



113

we should also willingly pay the taxes for the public scheols.
As obedient citizens we must do this. DBut, since church and
state are separate institutions in this country, and since the
schools of the state do not offer any instruction in Christianity,
and since God has not commanded the state to feed the lambs
of Jesus, then, we not only have the right, but it is our duty to
establish schools for our children which provide for both their
temporal and eternal welfare. - '

Furthermore, let us not forget that if God’s kingdom is to
remain with us, and if our children and young peaople are to be
kept for the church, we must heed the solemn admonition of
Christ, “Feed My lambs!” There are many dangers confront-
ing us, and especially our young people. The shameful disre-
gard for divine truth, which is so apparent in our day: the lack
of respect for the civil government which manifests itself so
clearly in such movements as socialism, and anarchism, which
are constantly gaining ground: the jealousy, greed and avarice
which are revealed so clearly in the many strikes, and in the con-
stant struggle between capital and labor: and, finally, the dis-
regard that so many show in regard to the laws of marriage, as
well as all the immorality which is so prevalent in our time:
these are dangers which threaten to destroy both the church and
the state. I{, therefore, the church is to remain with us, and
our young people are to be kept in the covenant of their baptism,
-we cannot, we must not, be indifferent in regard to this com-
mand of Jesus, “Feed My lambs!”, but seek to fulfill the duties
which the Lord has enjoined upon us. And let us not forget that
in the parochial school we have the most effective means to com-
bat the evil tendencies of our time.

II1. Having seen to whom this command of Christ is
addressed, and what it implies, let us in the third place consider
who alone really can fed Christ’s lambs,

Who alone can fulfill the duties enjoined by the command of
Christ, “Feed My lambs?!” is shown clearly by the three-fold
question of fesus to Peter: “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
Me?” These words show clearly that it is those who love Jesus,
consequently are true Christians, who alone in reality can feed
the lambs of Christ. Therefore it is of the greatest imiportance

that those who are called to instruct the little children in Chris-
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tianity, as well as all who have anything to do with the Christian
training of the children ,are themselves true Christians.” If that
is not the case, they are not real shepherds and will not know
how to care for the little lambs of the Master. A teacher who
does not love Christ is a hireling; and of the hireling Christ
says that “he careth not for the sheep.” The work referred to
by Jesus in our text must be prompted by love if it is to be a
real service. Then it will also he a pleasure to perform this
work, even if one has to make many sacrifices and endure many
hardships in its performance. The love of Christ will also create
the right kind of zeal and enthusiasm for the work. Further-
more, if a person does not love Christ, that person is spiritually
blind ; and what the result would be if a blind man were to care
for a flock of sheep is not difficult to imagine.

But it is also of great importance that the members of the
congregation in whose midst the work we have spoken of is
conducted, and who themselves are to assist in this work, also
love Jesus and consequently are true Christians. Great sacri-
fices are required to conduct this work. Such an institution as
a parochial school is not by any means a cheap affair, and cer-
tain sacrifices are necessary on the part of the church members
in order to establish and maintain such schools. But if the mem-
bers are imbued with a fervent love to the dear Savior, the
means that are necessary in order to maintain such schools will
not be lacking. If there is anyone present here who perhaps is
opposed to the parochial school, let him consider the question
of Jesus in our text: “Lovest thou Me?”, and he will perhaps

find that here is where the fault lies,—that his lack of interest
in the parochial school is due to the fact that he has no real love
for Jesus. The words of Jesus, “Lovest thou Me?”, should cer-
tainly lead us all to examine ourselves thoroughly. If all our
church members, ministers and teachers, could answer and say
with Peter, even though it be with much sorrow, that their love
is so incomplete, He who knoweth all things, knoweth that they
love Him, then surely would Jesus’ lambs be well fed: then surely
our little children would be thoroughly instructed in God’s Word.

May the Lord grant us His Spirit and Grace, that we may
learn to see our duty in the matter we have discussed, and may
the Holy Spirit fill our hearts with the love of Christ and grant
us willingness and ability to perform what Jesus has commanded
us when He says, “Feed My lambs!” Amen! \
E. Hanson.
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BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS

Temporary Commitiees.

Presideni’s Report: Rev. M. K. Bleken, Rev. E. Hanson, and
Mr. P. G. Tjernagel.
Publications: Rev. L. S. Guttebo, Rev. M. Fr. Wiese, Mr. G.
Grundeson, Mr. E. N. Edwards, and Mr. M. Gunderson.
Misstons: Rev. H. M. Olson, Rev. L.. P. Jensen, Mr. E. B.
Ellingson, Mr. N. Nielson, and Knute Opheim.

Finances: Rev. A. J. Torgerson, Mr. A. Rein, and Mr. L. E.
Ludvig.

Church Extension: Rev. E. Hanson, Rev. C. N. Peterson, and
Mr. E. G. Mellem.

Schools: Rev. I. Ingebritson, Prof. J. E. Thoen, Mr. J. Forde,
Mr, H. S. Hanson, and Mr. E. K. Juveland.

Miscellaneous No. 1: .Rev. M. K. Bleken, Rev. J. A. Molstad,
Rev. H. A. Preus, Mr. P. G. Tjernagel, and Mr. J. G. Sime.

Miscellancous No. 2: Rev. G. A. Gullixson, Rev. J. Hendricks;
Mr. S. O. Nygaard, Mr. G. M. Mellem, and Mr. O. P.
Tveden.

Equalization of Pastor's Traveling Expenses: Rev. G. O. Lille-
gaard.

Committee on Minutes: Rev. O. M. Gullerud, Mr. T. C. Satra,
and Mr. E. G. Mellem.

Nomination Commitice: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Rev. L. S. Gut-
tebo, and Mr. E. G. Mellem. :

Nomination of Board of Trustees: Mr. T. C. Satra, Rev. H.
M. Olsen, and Mr. V. Gulbrandson.

Resolutions: Rev. M. Fr. Wiese.

Standing Committees.

Home-Mission: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Rev. Chr. Anderson, and
Mr. J. G. Sime.

Foreign Missions: Prof. S. C. Ylvisaker, Rev. J. Hendricks,
and Rev. E. Hanson. ‘
Parochial Schools: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Rev. E. Hanson, and

~Mr. E. B. Ellingson.
Higher Institutions of Learning: TRev. A. J. TOloelson Rev.
Chr. Anderson, and Rev. M. K. Bleken.
Church Extension: Rev. . M. Olson, Rev. L.. S. Guttebo, and
Mr. G. H. Kiland. . S
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Publications: Rev. Chr. Anderson, Rev. H. A. Preﬁs, and Rev.
J. Hendricks.

Finances: Rev. O. M. Gullerud, Rev. J. J. Strand, and Prof.
V. Overn.

Editorship: Rev. J. A. Molstad, Rev. H. A. Preus, and Rev.
G. A, Gullixson, .

Railsroad Secretary: Rev. Chr. Anderson.

Relief in Europe: Rev. G, A. Gullixson.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.
1.
Parochial Schools.

1. The committee is pleased to report that Mrs. T. Larson,
Parkland, Wash., has donated One Thousand Dollars te the
Synod. This money shall constitute a Fund for the support of
the Parochial Schools. Non-interest-bearing loans shall be
granted to needy congregations from this loan, when such con-
gregations wish to establish Parochial Schools. And these loans
shall be paid back as soon as practicable in order that other needy
congregations may receive a similar help.

2. The Sypod is much pleased to learn that Our Savior’s
Church at Albert T.ea, Minn., has resolved to establish a Parochial
School, and it encourages other congregations to do likewise.

3. The Synod recommends that its members aid this worthy
undertaking by generous contributions.

II1.
Higher Institutions of Learning.

According to a resolution passed by the Synod in Albert Lea,
1919, the committee on Higher Institutions of I.earning met
with the Board of Electors for Concordia College, St. Paul, and
took up the question of co-operation in the educational worle
at said College. The committe met with a most cordial welcome
by our brethren in the Missouri Synod. The result of the meet-
ing was the establishment of a professorship at Concordia College
with the understanding that the Norwegian Synod appoints this
professor, and that he be a member of the faculty, and that he
be paid the same salary as the other professors. The Norwegian
students were granted the same privileges as the students of the
Missouri Synod.

Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker was called by our Synod to this position,
and he accepted the call. This arrangement lias been a marked
success. The work has been carried on in harmony. By this
arrangement the Synod enjoys the fruits of many year’s work
and expenses laid down by our brethren in the Missouri Synod.
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Through the school-year, eleven of our boys attended the College.
~ The committee requests that the Synod adopt the following
resolutions :

1. The Synod expresses its gratitude to God for His care
for us in providing a school for our young men and thereby
solving a most important question for our Synod.

2. The Synod expresses its gratitude to the Missouri Synod
for the consideration and friendliness it has shown us in estab-
lishing a professorship at Concordia College, St. Paul, and for
inviting. us to make use of this school as our school.

3. The Synod feels grateful to Dr, Ylvisaker for the care
he has shown for our students and for his conduct of the work
in general.

4. Our congregations are urged to show their interest in
this most important work by

a) sending their boys to this school,

b) donating money and provisions to the school and to the

boarding department of the school. :

5. We recommend that in the near future the Synod makes
a similar arrangement for the training of teachers for our

Parochial Schools.
I11.
Comamnittee on Publications.

According to the authority granted by the Synod, the publi-
¢ation committe met in Minneapolis, March 2nd, and took the
necessary steps to establish the book company, “The Lutheran
Synod Book Company”, Minneapolis. An executive committee
was appointed consisting of Chr. Anderson, John Hendricks, and
John Moe. This committee was requested to organize the com-
pany, to secure suitable quarters for the business, and to purchase
the necessary books and supplies. A beginning has been made
by purchasing a small stock of books and by engaging Mr. John
Moe as temporary business manager.

As a comparatively large stock of “Synodalberetninget” and
“Folke-kalendere” remains unsold, the committee reduced the
price of these publications to insure a larger sale.

Rev. M. Fr. Wiese has been requested to edit “Evangelisk
Luthersk Folke-kalender”, and the manuscript is ready.

. Our Church-Organs, Tidende and Sentinel.

The cost of printing and mailing our Church Papers has ad-
vanced considerably this year. We now pay $60 a week for
this work, while we paid last year $40 for the same work. A
deficit could, therefore, not be avoided. This deficit has been
paid -out from the Treasury of the Synod. During the year,
the number of subscribers to “Luthersk Tidende and Sentinel”
has been increased about 560.
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The Comanittee on Finances:

1. The Synod expresses its gratitude to God for causing
our people to see the needs of our Church, and for granting
them willing hearts to contribute liberally thereby making it
possible to meet these needs.

2. We are grateful to God to be able to report that the ac-
counts of the Treasurer show a balance in the treasury although
our publications have incurred an expense considerably in excess
of the receipts.

3. Realizing the great importance of our publications, the
Synod requests that its members work more diligently to cir-
culate our publications and in this way help to further the cause
of the truth. t

V.
The Report of the Treasurer.

(From May 27, 1919 to May 30, 1920.)
The Synod-Treasury:

REecemrrs:
Balance from last year.............. .. $1,046.74
Donations during the year............... 2974.73
From our Publications . ................ 1,773.22
Interest on deposits .. ... .. ... ... ..., 104.95
Total Receipts . . ................... $5,899.64
EXPENSES: :
Publications . . ........ ... L L. $2,728.64
Teacher’s salary . . ................... L 925.00
Rev. C. N. Peterson’s salary............. 50.00
Loan to Lutheran Synod Book Co........ 500.00
For publications . . .................... 127.42
To needy students . . .................. 133.50
Freight charges etc. . .................. 5.85
Expenses of Ry. sec’y.................. 5.00
Postage and stationery . ................ 14.46
Miscellaneous . . ...................... 6.00
Total Expenses . . .................. $4,495.27
Balance in Treasury .. .............. $1.404.37

Mission Treasury.

REcerpTs :
Balance from last year .......... ....... $1,700.59
Donations during the year . o............ 4,605.96

Total Receipts . . ....... ‘ TR S R oo $6,306.55



119

ExPENSES:
Salary to Rev. Hendricks............... $1,079.75
Salary to Rev. H. A. Preus . ............ 810.00
To needy students . .................... 50.00
To China Mission . .........covvvinin.. 46.26
To India Mission . ......... ... ... 5.00
To Negro Mission . .............. L. 207.50
To the needy in Europe . ............... 190.65
To Indian Mission . . ..... ..o in.. 459.60
Salary to Rev. Thoen . ................. 100.00
To Rev. I.. P. Jensen................... 25.00
Torel "‘Ave. Mission, Chicago............ 22.80
Church Extension . .................... 10.00
Traveling Expenses for O. P. Tveden.... 30.00
Traveling Expenses, Ylvisaker........... 4.81
Peterson Printing Co.................... 5.50
Total Expenses . . ... . $3,064.87
Balance in Treasury ................ $3,259.68
Church Extension.
Recrrers: Donations during the year..... $2,340.20 $2,340.20

Balance in Treasury.................

ExpeEnsEs: Loan to Somber Congregation $400.00 $ 400.00

$1,040.20

The auditing committee has examined the accounts and has

found them to be correct.

E. Hansen,

Northwood, Towa, May 30, 1920.

IE. K. Tyssen.

RESOLUTIONS REA D, DISCUSSED AND ADOPTE D

1.
President’s Report.

1. Exhortation to seek our strength in the Word of God

and not in externals.
The dangers of our time.
Church- d15c1p11ne and doctr 111a1 discipline.
Secret Societies.
Calling of pastors.
Unionism.

-~Organizations within the congregations.
Our Schools.

N e
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9. “Evangelisk Luthersk Tidende and Sentinel.”
10. Our Hook Company.
11, Aid to our needy brethren in faith.

II.
Publicatrons.

1. The Synod expresses its gratitude for the progress made
during the year by “Evangelisk Tuthersk Tidende and Sentinel”
and requests that pastors and laymen work diligently to circulate
our church papers.

2. The Synod resolves to publish “Evangelisk Luthersk
Folke-kalender” and “Synodalberetning” and seek to distribute

them as widely as possihle.

3. The Svnod approves of the establishment of the “L.uth-
“eran Synod Book Company” and requests that our people pat-
ronize our book concern. The committee on finances is author-
ized to grant the necessary funds to conduet the business,

II1.
Missions,

1. The Synod expresses its thanks to God for the great and
blessed work done on the Home Mission field during the last
vear, and invokes the Lord’s blessings on this work in the future.

2. The Synod approves of the increase of the Missionary’s
salary to $1,200 a year, and that Rev. T1. A. Preus’s salary was
raised to the same amount,

3. The Synod recommends that independent congregations
be organized on the mission field as soon as practicable.

4, The Synod authorizes the mission committee to call one
ur more missionaries on the Home-Mission field, as soon as the
work demands such additional workers.

5. The Synod elects a sub-conunittee on Home Mission for
the Pacific Coast.

6. The Synod approves of the suggestion made by the com-
mittee on I*orelgr Misions to ecn-operate with the Missouri
Synod on the Foreign-Mission field. The Synod also approves
of the committe’s advice to elect a member on the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Missouri Synod. Furthermore, the
Synod urges our people to contribute hberally toward the sup-
port of this mission.

IV,
Finances.

1. The Synod approves the report of the committee on
finances.
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2. The Synod urges each pastor and congregation to consi-
der the importance of greater systematic work for the circula-
t10n of our puhhcthong

3. The congregations are requested to elect committees on
publications for the purpose of introducing our publications into
every home.

V.

Chitrel Extension.
Rules for the Church Fxtension.

Par. 1. The name of this fund shall be: “The Church Ex-
tension of the Norwegian Synod”.

Par. 2. The object of this fund shall be to assist needy con-
gregations of the Synod to erect church-buildings; or to procure
other church-property.

Par. 3. The officers shall be elected at the same time and n
the same manner as the officers of the Synod.

Par. 4. The funds shall be procured by contributions, lega-
cies, or annual offerings by the congregations.

Pdl‘ 5. Non-intcrest-hearing loans shall be granted to needy
| | congregations wishing to erect church-buildings, parochial schooi-
I | buildings, or to secure church lots. Such loans shall be secured
| I by mortgages on real-estate.

- Par. 6. The officers of the Church Extension shall submit
annual reports to the Synod showing assets and liabilities and
the principal features of the business.

VL

Schools.

The Parochial School.

£

School based upon a Donation of One Thousand Dollars given
by Mrs, T. Larsen, Parkland, Wash., to the Synod.

2. The Synod requests that the committee on Parochial
Schools draws up rules for this fund and reports at our next
annual meeting.

3. The Synod authorizes said committee to supervise this
Fund and to use the moneys that may be paid into the Treasury
by granting loans to needy congregdtions wishing to establish
Parochial Schools.

1. The Synod resolves to establish a Fund for the Parochial

Higher Institutions of Learning.

~ 1. The Synod requests its members to contribute money and
provisions to the Boarding Department of Concordia College,
St. Paul, Minn,
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2. The congregations oi our Church are requested to. en-
courage their boys to attend Concordia College and :to Ubtam
their education at our schools. -

3. The committee on Higher Institutions of Learning is
authorized and requested to confer with the Boards of “Fduca-
tion of the Missouri Synod and the Joint Synod of Wisconsin
for the purpose of making arrangements for the training of our
parochial school teachers at their institutions.

VIL
Miscellancons Matters.
(Committee No. 1.)

1. Our Lord and Savior says: ‘“Blessed are they that hear
the Word of God, and keep it.” (Luke 11:28). And He pro-
mises, that He will be with them: “Alway even unto the end oi
the world,” and grant them strength and success through His
Word. As the means of grace are the only means by which the
Church of God is established and kept, we realize how importa-
ant it is for us to cling to the Word of God through a living
faith, and to “work ont our own salvation with fear and tremb-
ling.” This faith will make us fearless witnesses who are wil-
ling to sacrifice all for Christ’s sake. This is our mission, though
we gain adherents or stand alone.

2. The Synod urges its members to-beware of the worldly~
mindedness and liberalism .which meets us everwhere. And it
warns every member against partaking in such movements as
“The National Lutheran Council”, or the “Inter-church World
Movement”, and the like.

Furthermore, the Synod warns against all church-politics
+ which makes the church only an institution of social reform and
leads it away from its true purpose: to preach the Gospel and
to administer the Sacraments.

3. The Synod acknowledges with thanks the work whlch
have been done by the Ladics’ Aids, Young Peoples” Societies,
and Church Choirs: As the Synod commends the work of these
societies, it is also mindful of the dangers of too many organiza-
tions within the congregations thereby making it almost impos-
sible for the pastor to find the necessary time ior his studiés and
“to give attention to reading, to exhortation, and to:doctrine.”

However, no definite rules can be laid down, as Zonditiens
vary in the different localities, except this, that we never lose
sigt of the essential things.

4. - The Synod requests its members to assist- “in ;the work
for the needy in Eurape through the “American Lutheran Boarcl
of Relief.” .
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The Synod resolves to elect a committe of one to co-operate
with said Board, and to publish irom time to time reports of the
work. done.

VIIL
Miscellaneous Matters.
(Committee No. 2.)

1. It is recommended that the following themnes be taken
up for discussion at our next annnal meeting : “Church-discipline
and doctrinal discipline” and “Unionism,”

2. The Synod-warns against Secret Societies and reqnests
that its pastors and congregations oppose the work of the lodges
in the right manner and by the proper means.

Furthermore, the Synod expresses its gratitude to those who
have testified against the lodges, and it encourages these friends
to continue with their testimonies.

3. By the grace of God, the Synod takes exception to the
worldly practice in calling pastors prevalent in some Lutheran
Church bodies. The essential requirements: to divide the Law
and the Gospel rightly, to convert sinners, and to keep them
with the Lord in one true faith, are of little importance, while
great stress is laid upon the pastor’s ability as a fluent speaker,
and upon his willingness to accept a call determinable at the op-
tion of one or either party.

1X.
INCORPORATION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD.
The following Articles of Incorporation were undmmousl)
adopted by the Nor wegian Synod on the 10th day of June, 1920:
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION.

Be it resolved by the Norwegian Synod of the American
Evangelical Lutheran Church in meeting duly assembled.

ARTICLE L

That a corporation is hereby formed and incorporated under
the laws of the State of Minnesota, and more particularly Sec-
tions 6612 and 6613 General Statutes of Minnesota, 1913, being
Sectlons 3152 and 3153 Revised Laws, 1905,

ARTICLE IL.

The mame of this corporation shall be the Norwegian Synod
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. ‘ -
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ARTICLE III.

The Synod accepts as its only source and rule of faith and
doctrine, God’s Holy Word revealed in the canonical books'in
the Old and New Testaments; and all the confessional books of
the Lutheran Church contained in the Book of Concord, as a
true exposition of the canonical books in the Old and the New
Testaments. These books are: The Apostles’ Creed; The Nicene
Creed; and the Athanasian Creed; The unaltered Augsburg
Confession; The Apology of the Augsburg Confession; The
Smalcald Articles; Luther’s Small Catechism; Luther’s Large
Catechism; The Formula of Concord, (Fpltorne) The Formula
of Concord (Solid).

ARTICLE IV,

The purpose of this corporation shall be to {foster, maintain
and establish the interests of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
and to that end establish missions, call and send missionaries,
establish and maintain schools, colleges, seminaries, orphans’
home, and charitable institutions; educate ministers of the gos-
pel, teachers for Christian institution of children and youths,
and missionaries for mission work: encourage discussion of
morat and theological themes, and maintain the preaching of the
Word of God, and use proper means to develop true faith and
Christian 11\’69 among men; encourage the reading and use of
the Holy Scripture, Lutheran Schoo] Boolks, Hymn Books, and
other devotional books, periodicals and papers, by dealing therein
and by printing and publishing the same,

To carry its purpose into effect, this corporation may exer-
cise all the power conferred by the Laws of this State, and may
adopt a corporate seal, make contracts, establish by-laws, rules
and regulations of the management of its business, sue and be
stied by its corporation name, and may acquire real and personal
property by purchase, gift, grant, devise or bequest, and hold and
employ the same for religious, charitable or educational purposes,
and may sell, invest, transfer or mortgage the same, and transact
alt secular business and manage the temporal affairs of said cor-
poration, and may exercise such other power as its constitution
and by-laws may prescribe, not inconsistent with the Laws of
this State, and the Lutheran Confessions.

ARTICLE V.

This corporation shall helong to the church of religious de-
nomination known as the Evangelical Lutheran, and the district
or territorial limits over which this corporatlon shall exercise
jurisdiction shall be the Umted States of America.
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ARTICLE VI. -

- The officers through whom the corporation shall act shall
be a Board of Six Trustees, who of their number shall appoint
a Chairman and a Secretary of the Board, who shall be known
as Chairman and Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the
Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church,
and a Treasurer whose title shall be Treasurer of the Norwegian
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The
Trustees and Treasurer shall be elected, and the election shall
be held at the annual meeting of this corporation, at such definite
time and place as the usage and constitution of the Synod may
prescribe; at such election the lay delegates of the congregations
helonging to the Synod and every pastor of such congregations,
and such other persons as the constitution and by-laws determine,
chall be entitled to vote; and such persons in meeting duly as-
sembled, shall have the power to transact all business pertaining
to the interests of the corporation. The term of oifice of the
‘Trustees shall be three years, and two Trustees shall be elected
at each yearly meeting of the Synod, but of the Trustees of the
first Board, two shall serve only one year, and two only two
years. The term of office of the Treasurer shall be two years.
The term of office of Chairman and Secretary of the Board of
Trustees shall be one year. A vacancy in the office of Treasurer
shall be filled by the Board of Trustees until the ensuing annual
meeting, and in case of vacancy in the Board of Trustees the
remaining Trustees shall have power to act as the Board of
Trustees until the vacancy may be filled at the annual meeting.

ARTICLE VII.

The Trustees shall have the general management and control
of all the secular business and temporal affairs of said corpora-
tion. All such business and affairs they shall conduct in accord-
ance with the constitution, by-laws, rules and resolutions of the
Synod. The Secretary shall keep a record of all transactions
of the Board, and have the custody of the corporate seal.

ARTICLE VIII.

The Treasurer shall receive and disburse the funds. of the
corporation under the direction of the Synod and its Board of
Trustees, and shall keep true account of all funds received and
disbursed, and make full report to the Synod for each fiscal
year. He shall also make full report to the Board of Trustees
at such times as the Board by resolution may request. He shall
give such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as
the Board may direct. The fiscal year shall be from the first
day of May to the last day of April of the following year.
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“ARTICLE IX.

The names and addresses of those elected as the first officers
of the corporation are as follows:
Trustees for one year:
B. Harstad, Parkland, Wach.
P. Tjernagel, Story City, Iowa.
Trustees for two years:
L. E. Ludvig, Lake Mills, Towa.
Nels Spangelo, Albert Lea, Minn.
Trustees for three years:
Alvin Drotning, Deerfield, Wis.
G. A. Gullixon, Chicago, Il
I, B. Harstad, do hereby certify that I was the presiding of-
ficer of a meeting at the City of Minneapolis, in the State of
Minnesota, on the 10th day of June, 1920, held by the represen-
tatives, delegates and others entitled to vote at the annual meet-
ing for 1920, of the Norwegian Synod of the American Evangg-
lical I.utheran Church, which is a Synod for religious purposes,
composed of and representing several congregations in the State
of Minnesota and elsewhere; that at sald meeting a resolution
to form a corporation was duly adopted by said representatives,
delegates and others so entitled to vote; that the foregoing is a
true copy of said resolutions and of the whole thereof. ‘
Dated at Minneapolis, Minnesota,. June 10th, 1920,

BJUG HARSTAD, Presiding Ofﬁcer

SI‘ATE OF MINNESQTA)
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN) S8:

L. P. Jensen, heing duly sworn says: ‘That he was the
secretary of a meeting at the City of Minneapolis, in the State
of Minnesota, on the 10th day of June, 1920, held by the re-
. presentatives, delegates and others entitled to vote at the annual

meeting for the year 1920, of the Norwegian Synod of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church; that said body was
then a Synod for religious purposes, consisting of and represent-
ing several congregations in the. State of Minnesota and else-
where; that at said meeting a resolution to form a corporation
was du]y adopted by said representatlves delegates and others
so entitled to vote; that the foregoing is a true copy of said re-
“solutions and of the whole thereof; that B. Harstad, whese
signature is affixed to the foregoing ceru{lcate was the pres1d-
ing officer of said meeting, and that said certificate is true.

[Seal] L. P. JENSEN.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of Tune, 1920
K. T. DAHLEN;,"

Notary I‘ iblic, Hennepin County, an

My commiission expires February 2; 1921:



127

X.
MISCELLANEOUS.
Resolutions read and adopted:
Rev: }J. Johansen sent the following greetings:

“To the brethren of the Norwegian Synod of the American
LEv. Luth. Church. Grace and Peace: Although my health does
not permit me to undertake the long journey to the Synod Meet-
ing in Minneapolis, I am glad to be able to send you a brotherly
greeting, being one with you in spirit. _I_have, like yourselves,
heen unable to join the amalgamated Norwegian Luth. Church.
My conviction is that this church body has chosen a road for-
eign to_that which the Old Synod so many years followed, and
on which it was so signally Dlessed.

This action causes me grief, but the fact that there are yet
brethren who are willing to stand squarely on the old foundation
causes me joy and happiness.

rd strength
small c1uo1d1ncrlv But you ha\e st1ll a_sure suppo1t yes, the
best support both in tlie h1storv of the Christian Church and in
the Words and Promises of our Lord. The history of the Chris-
tian Church teaches us that it dates its beginning fiom the tes-
timony of twelve humble men, few in numbers and poor of
means, nevertheless, they made many rich in God and established
a work that bears testimony to all ages. ‘

With the Lord is no lack of power to save sinners because the
workers are few. ‘“Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). Hence it is the
Spirit of the Lord that must lead us onward in the battle for the
truth; This Spirit makes us strong and valient in ‘the fight
against the world, the flesh, and satan. “For God hath not given
1ts the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.” © (1 Tim. 1:17).

We are then able te look forward with hope, although, we
meet strife, adversity, and disappointment, yea, we are able to
say with Justus IFalkner: ; :

~“Op i Jesu navn at vinde,- Seiren bliver vis og stor.

Om vor pande vil vi binde, Vidnesbyrdets ord.
Lad det gaa, som det maa; Ordet evig skal bestaa.’

Your humble brother in Christ,
ersno (,al1f May 1 070 ) J. ]oluusen

- We hereby express our hea1tte1t thanks to our dear brother
and co-worker, Rev. Johansen, for his kind words of greeting
a,nd»en,couragemen‘r. We pray that God in His mercy will-abide
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with our brother and strengthen him in body and soul to such
an extent that he may be able to continue to proclaim the glad
tidings of Christ Jesus. May God in His mercy keep him and us
“joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment”,
(1 Cor. 1:10), which now by so many are neglected and violated.

We also have the pleasure to state that the Reverend C. A.
Molstad, P. Blicher, J. R. Vaaler, and others are one with us in
spirit, that they send us their brotherly greetings, as they are not
able to be with us on accomnt of illness, infirmity or other
catises.

May God in His mercy be with them and us through Jesus
Christ.

On Dbehalf of the Norwegian Synod,
M. IFrr. WIESE.
Minneapolis, Minn., June 10, 1920,

Rev. J. A. Thorsen and his brother Rev. M. Thorsen, two of
the pioneers in the church field, attended our Convention. Rev.
J. A. Thorsen addressed the Synod in the following words:

A preat many imagine that the true worth of the Church is
measured by its numerical strength. But is this a correct view?
Do great numbers in the Church prove beneficial, if indifference
to the Word of God prevails? Not by any means. The essen-
tial thing is that the Lord is with us. Only when we respect
His Word, honor and obey it, do we have assurance that He is
with us. Tf we fail i this, nothing will help us. Our boasts
about great numbers will only add to our guilt and make us
more contemptible in His sight. Luther says: “I have a little
place, the Word of God, there T stand. 1f any one regret that
he stands with me on this place, let him leave me. Tf any one
feel afraid, let him flee. My support is secure, that I know.”

When our Lord and Savior arrived at the grave of Lazarus
and was met by the doubts of Martha, He said to her: “Said
I not unto thee, that if thou wouldest believe, that thou shouldest
see the glory of God?” That we believe the Word of God deter-
mines the matter. ,

This all important duty and privilege also teaches us that
we must bring up our children “in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.” 1If we neglect this, we are without hope. Our
- main fault in the Old Synod was that we did not establish
parochial schools and comply with the Words of Christ: “Feed
my lambs.” Dr. F. Pieper said once to me, when I asked him
to state the cause of the great success of the Missouri Synod:
“Next to God, it is our Parochial schools.” Concordia Seminary
at St. Louis is the largest theological institution among . the
Protestants in this country. Not long ago, a promitent man of
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the Reformed Church visited the Seminary and asked Dr. Pieper
to give the reason for the great success of this institution. Dr.
Pieper pomted at the palodnal school buildings and said: “There
you see the reason”” The visitor exclaimed: “O, if we only
had such schools.” ’

Furthermore, it is a great joy to me to know that we are
many enough to continue a true Lutheran” Church. But let us
not forget that we must be prepared to suffer persecution and
be ever ready to battle for the truth. One of our most important
duties is to defend the truth. We can not lay down arms as long
as our enemies assail our faith and endeavor to take away from
us our dearest treasures.

The New Church body is based upon a falsehood. They tell
us that theéy are agreed in doctrine and church practice, but they
are not agreed.

The president of the Synod thanked Rev. Thorsen for his
kind words and asked him: Do we part now with the under-*
standing that you fully agree with us and accept what we in ¢
former years confessed, and do you wish that we shall remain |
on this foundation? To this question Rev. Thorsen answered: /
[([ do.))

MISCELLANEOUS RESOLUTIONS.,

The Synod requests that the standing committees report in
writing to the Synod at the beginning of each annual convention.

Rey. J. A. Molstad was elected to represent the Synod in the
111atter of pmchasuw communion wine.

Rev: Chr. Anderson was allowed htty Dollars for his service
as railroad secretary for the past year and a similar amount for
the commg yea1
of One T 1191,15@n§1,AD\‘Qlla\l 5.to the Lu thel an 9ynod Book Lompany

The following resolution was referred to the Pastoral Con-
ference:

The Synod resolves that no loans shall he granted to congre-
gations admitting as members secret society members,

Dr. 5. C. Ylvisaker was requested to extend the thanks of
the Synod to Rev. Lindemann and to his congregation for his
service rendered the Synod.

On bebalf of Farview congregation and himself, Rev. An-
derson thanked the visiting guests for the pleasant days spent
together. A special expression of thanks was made to the visit-
ing singers.

At the request of the Synod, Rev. Harstad thanked Fairview
Congregation for the hospitality and kindness shown the Synod
during the Convention.
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DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

All sessions were opened with devotional exercises. The *fol-
lowing pastors conducted these exercises: B. Harstad, M. Fr:
Wiese, J. J. Strand, L. P. Jensen, G. A. Gullixson, P. A. Wid-
vey, H. M. Olsen, C. N. Peterson, and J. E. Thoen.

Rev. M. K. Bleken preached the opening sermon. Sunday
morning the English sermon was preached by Rev. Paul Linde-
mann and the Norwegian sermon by Rev. J. J. Strand. An
offermg was taken for the Home Mission, A song service was
given Sunday evening by the Choral Union. On Monday even-
ltlg a pas’raml sermon.. by. Rev...] Tnhqnsen was read bv Rev.
Harstad, as Rev. Johansen was hlndeled from attendnw the
convention. A sermon on the parochial school was given by
Rev. Emil Hanson Tuesday evening. On Wednesday evening
most of the mémbers attended the commencement exercises at
Concordia College, St. Paul.

Closing Devotion.

In closing the Convention Rev. Harstad made these remarks
based on the following Words of eur Lord: “Ye are the salt
of the earth.” Ail true Christians are a salt in this waorld, be-
cause Christ has said so. This is certainly a great honor and a
great blessing. But this honor and this blessing was not granted
the Christians on account of their merits or worthiness, but solely
on account of God’s grace and mercy.

It is, therefore, of great importance for us to be vigilant and
ready to resist our deceiving flesh and to remain steadfast by
the Word of God. Only by domU this, will we retain our spirit-
ual strength, our courage, and our cft1c1ency, which is of the

greatest importance for us in our work. And above all, we
shall be clothed in Christ's righteousness.

When we now part, we part onty to continue our journey
to the heavenly home.

After the hymn, “A mighty fortress is our God,” and the
Lord’s Prayer, the Benediction was pronounced. And thus
ended this blessed Convention.

Unto God be Glory in the Church by Chl‘lSt Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end!
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