POSITION STATEMENT
ON SEX AND GENDER IDENTITY

God created the human race with unique gender distinctions as male and female (Gen. 1:27; 1 Cor. 15:45a; Gen. 3:20). According to their innate maleness
and femaleness, men and women relate to one another in various complementary and mutually-fulfilling ways, within marriage and the family, and also in
the larger human community (Gen. 2:18-19a, 20b—24; 1 Cor. 11:11-12). The distinctive procreative anatomy of men and women is an essential mark and
feature of the maleness of men and of the femaleness of women (Gen 1:28; Is. 49:15a). Rare and unusual cases of biological abnormality do exist, where a
person may have both male and female chromosomal and genetic indicators, and both male and female anatomical features (Matt. 19:12). But when it is
unambiguously clear that a person is biologically either male or female, then before God and as a creature of God that person’s objective gender identity—
which is unchangeably fixed from birth—corresponds to his or her biological sex (Is. 43:6b—7). This remains true in spite of any psychological confusions
pertaining to gender identity with which someone may be afflicted (Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:4b). A person who suffers from such confusions can find peace, relief,
and spiritual healing in the redemption and forgiving love of Christ, and with God’s help can seck to overcome these confusions (2 Tim. 1:7; Rom. 12:1-2).
It is contrary to God’s will for someone whom he has created as male to live and identify as a woman, or for someone whom he has created as female to
live and identify as a man (Deut. 22:5).

PASSAGES REFERENCED:

Genesis 1:27 (ESV): So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

1 Corinthians 15:45a (ESV): Thus it is written, The first man Adam became a living being ...

Genesis 3:20 (ESV): The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

Genesis 2:18-19a, 20b—24 (ESV): Then the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him. Now out of
the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens... But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord
God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

1 Corinthians 11:11-12 (ESV): Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; for as woman was made from man, so
man is now born of woman. And all things are from God.

Genesis 1:28 (ESV): And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Isaiah 49:15a (ESV): Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb?

Matthew 19:12 (ESV): For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are
eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.

Isaiah 43:6b—7 (ESV): ... bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for
my glory, whom I formed and made.

Jeremiah 17:9 (ESV): The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?

Romans 3:4b (NKJV): Let God be true but every man a liar. ..

2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV): For God has not given us a spirit of fear; but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV): I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Deuteronomy 22:5 (ESV): A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor shall 2 man put on a woman’s cloak, for whoever does these things is an

abomination to the Lord your God.
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