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Psalm 46 (read responsively)
God is our refuge and strength,
A very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed,
And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
3
Though its waters roar and be troubled,
Though the mountains shake with its swelling.
4
There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God,
The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved;
God shall help her, just at the break of dawn.
6
The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved;
He uttered His voice, the earth melted.
7
The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.
8
Come, behold the works of the Lord,
Who has made desolations in the earth.
9
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two;
He burns the chariot in the fire.
10
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!
11
The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
Commentary
The “Glory of the Lord” appeared to God’s
people in ancient times: as they wandered in
the wilderness, at Mt. Sinai, at the dedication of
Solomon’s Temple, and other times. But Isaiah
prophesied that the “Glory of the Lord” would
be revealed and all flesh would see it together.
The “Glory of the Lord” was revealed when God
the Son became incarnate and was born in
Bethlehem. The angels sang “Glory to God in
the highest,” which we now sing in paraphrase.
This song of the angels became a regular
weekly song of the Christian liturgy in the
expanded form of the Gloria in excelsis, “Glory
be to God on high.” This song makes each week
a little celebration of our Savior who becomes
human like us, that we might become holy like
Him, that we might live in perfect communion

“with saints and angels and all the company
of heaven,” singing eternal praise to God our
Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter.
Sometimes we sing the hymn-version, “All
Glory Be to God on High.” The version we now
sing is also from the time of the Reformation,
the Gloria in excelsis, paraphrased by Martin
Luther. This text confesses our Christian faith
in the Triune God. He is worthy of all praise
because He is the Father, the everlasting God,
the Almighty, enthroned on high. The onlybegotten Son, the Lamb of God, sends mercy
from the Father’s right hand and extends His
grace to the whole world. The Spirit, who also
is the Lord Most High, is worthy of praise with
the Father and the Son to all eternity.

Hymn | All Glory Be to God Alone
Please stand at the conclusion of the hymn introduction.

Be seated.

Commentary
The Lutheran Reformation spread rather
quickly over northern Europe. In 1520 two
Danish monks were studying in Wittenberg.
By 1528 there was already a small Danish
Lutheran hymnbook. In 1530 the Copenhagen
Confession preceded the Augsburg Confession.
The kingdom of Denmark and Norway
became Lutheran by royal decree in 1536
and 1537. Luther’s pastor in Wittenberg was
Johannes Bugenhagen, a native of Pomerania
in northern Germany. Bugenhagen travelled
north to Copenhagen to install seven Lutheran
superintendents (former Roman Catholic
bishops) and to prepare a church order.
Like the rest of Europe, Scandinavia was
later affected by Pietism and Rationalism. The

church seemed to
be crumbling. In the
1700s, the author of
this hymn, Nikolai
Grundtvig, tried to
bring the church
closer to the teachings
of Scripture and its
true foundation:
Christ as the Son of
God and Savior of the
world. Grundtvig was
not correct on all points, but he pointed the
church back to God’s Word and the sacraments.
Baptism washes away our sins and gives us
new life through God’s grace. The Sacrament of
the Altar gives us the body and blood of Christ,

which He sacrificed for us once for all on the
cross. These Means of Grace give us the “peace
that soothes our bitter woes,”ELH 381 the “peace
which the world cannot give,” John 14:27 the “peace
of God that passes all understanding.”Phil. 4:7

The solid and soaring tune is by the
Norwegian composer, Ludvig Lindeman—one
of his very best.

Hymn 211 | Built on the Rock
St. 1 Unison

(St. 5 will be omitted)

St. 2 Harmony

St. 6 Choir

St. 3 Organ

St. 7 Unison

St. 4 Harmony

Commentary
Is salvation from God alone? Does man help
or cooperate in any way? The church constantly
wrestles with these questions. God’s promise of
the Savior was clear to Adam and Eve: “Her Seed
shall crush the serpent’s head.”Gen. 3:15 The Lord
spoke firmly through His prophets: “The Lord
has put away your sin; you shall not die.” 2Sam. 12:13
The psalmist says: “Do not trust in princes, in
mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. His
spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that
very day his thoughts perish. How blessed is he
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in
the Lord his God”Psalm 143:3-5
St. Paul famously directs us away from
ourselves, from our works, from boasting, to
relying on God’s grace through faith in Christ
who died that we might live.
The understanding of salvation “by grace
alone through faith alone” which we learn

Hymn 415 | I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone
St. 1 Unison
St. 2 Choir
St. 3 Unison

“in Scripture alone” was restored by Martin
Luther. The Small Catechism and the Formula
of Concord helped to settle this question for
the Norwegian Synod during the Election
Controversy: “I cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord nor
come to Him…”
“According to this doctrine of His they
should abstain from their sins, repent, believe
His promise, and entirely trust in Him; and
since we cannot do this by ourselves, of our
own powers, the Holy Ghost desires to work
these things, namely, repentance and faith,
in us through the Word and Sacraments.”FC XI
71
“Our election to eternal life is founded not
upon our godliness or virtue, but alone upon
the merit of Christ and the gracious will of
His Father.”FC XI 75

Commentary
Hans Christensen Sthen was the greatest
Danish hymnwriter before Kingo. In the
generation just after Luther, he translated
many of the Lutheran chorales into Danish,
besides writing many Danish hymns.
In succinct psalm-like poetry, this hymn
again speaks of trusting in Christ alone as
Savior, Hope, and Salvation. We pray for God’s
guidance and direction, for preservation in
the faith, for comfort and compassion. Sthen
directs us to the Word of Christ Crucified,

to the Voice of our
strong Defender, who
helps in every need.
Like many Lutheran
hymns, the final
stanza directs our
thoughts to leaving
this world and
entering into the joys
of eternal life before
the throne of God.

Hymn 258 | Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest
St. 1 Harmony

St. 5 Women

St. 2 Choir

St. 6 Choir

St. 3 Men

St. 7 Unison

St. 4 Choir

Commentary
Veni Redemptor Gentium—Savior of the
Nations, Come—is perhaps the most sung
Christian hymn of all time. Its author,
Ambrose of Milan, lived in the 4th century
and is called the “Father of Christian
hymnody.” The Norwegian hymnologist,
Johannes Nilsson Skaar, says that this “was
possibly one of the hymns sung by the
congregation in the church of Milan during
the night vigils of the year 386. While the
Arians denied the divinity of Christ, we have
in this hymn a direct statement confessing
Christ to be true God, born of the Father from
eternity.” In the Augsburg Confession we say
that hymns are “added to teach the people. For

ceremonies are needed for this reason alone:
that the unlearned be taught.”
Only a Christian can truly sing this hymn. No
one can sing this hymn and deny that Christ is
God and Savior. This ancient hymn is a powerful
statement of Christian doctrine—a creed and
confession of faith in Christ the eternal Son of
God, miraculously born of the Virgin, Savior of
all nations, the Woman’s Offspring as promised
to Eve. He was despised by this world, but
conquers death and hell, that we might see Him
enthroned above, in the glories of His eternal
kingdom. The hymn closes with a doxology
stanza to the Holy Trinity.

Hymn 90 | Savior of the Nations, Come
Organ Variation: Ornamentation
St. 1

Harmony

St. 5

Unison

St. 2

Organ Variation: Trio

St. 6

Organ Variation: Fugue

St. 3

Harmony

St. 7

Unison, please stand

St. 4

Organ Variation: Fanfare

Be seated.

Commentary
We usually say that Paul Gerhardt was the
greatest German hymn writer after Martin
Luther. For Denmark we choose Thomas Kingo;
for Norway, Ludvig Lindeman. For Iceland, it
is generally acknowledged to be Hallgrímur
Pétursson. He wrote a complete set of Passion
hymns, meditations for Lent, that is still sung
each year in the churches of Iceland.
Martin Luther made a strong distinction
between the theology of glory and the theology
of the cross. In the Heidelberg Disputation, he
writes: “That person does not deserve to be called
a theologian who looks upon the invisible things
of God as though they were clearly perceptible in
those things which have actually happened. Rom. 1:20
He deserves to be called a theologian, however, who
comprehends the visible and manifest things of

God seen through suffering and
the cross.”
Along with St Paul, we
Lutherans focus on the cross
of Christ to know the true
nature of God’s grace and
mercy and glory and love.
“The message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of
God.” 1 Cor. 1:18
We also sing this in our hymns: “Jesus, in
Thy cross are centered all the marvels of Thy
grace;” ELH 182:8 “Jesus, crucified for me, is my
life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and
salvation.” ELH 593

Hymn 339 | The Lord into His Father’s Hands
St. 1 Choir
St. 2 Choir
St. 3 Unison

Commentary
Erdmann Neumeister is described as “an
earnest and eloquent preacher, … a vehement
upholder of High Lutheranism, and as a keen
controversialist against the Pietists and the
Moravians by means of the pulpit as well as the
press.” John Julian Neumeister wrote texts for church
cantatas, five of which were used by Johann
Sebastian Bach. At one point Bach applied to be
organist at Neumeister’s church in Hamburg.
This hymn directs us to Holy Baptism
for comfort and assurance when we are
confronted by a guilty conscience, when Satan
tries to accuse us. The bold language reflects
Luther’s Small Catechism, that Christ has
redeemed us “from sin, death, and the power of

the devil.” Stanza
3 echoes Luther’s
exhortation to
defy the devil
by recalling
our Baptism:
“Satan, hear this
proclamation: I
am baptized
into Christ!” It
is a delightful
child-like hymn that is also powerful enough
to comfort us when we face death itself. “I am
baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!”

Hymn 246 | God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It
St. 1 Unison

St. 4 Harmony

St. 2 Harmony

St. 5 Unison

St. 3 Choir
Commentary
People in the Middle Ages did sing hymns
in their own language—just not many of them.
Martin Luther and others grew up singing the
first stanza of this strong text and sturdy tune:
“Gott sei gelobet und gebenedeiet.” Luther later
added two more stanzas and included them
in one of the earliest Lutheran hymnbooks in
Erfurt, 1524. He said: “It pleases me greatly to
hear this hymn sung while the people receive the
holy sacrament. … Through hymns of this kind
the Church publicly confessed its faith, that Christ

has given it both His
body and His blood,
and that it had the
right to receive them
in accordance with
the express command
of Christ. This is what
the Church believes,
confesses, and sincerely
desires in this hymn.”

Hymn 327 | O Lord, We Praise Thee
St. 1 Women; Men join on “O Lord, have mercy!”
St. 2 Choir
St. 3 Harmony

Commentary
Perhaps too often described as the “Battle
Hymn of the Reformation,” Martin Luther’s
most famous hymn is a
paraphrase of Psalm 46
and comforted him in
difficult and troubled
times. He would take up
his lute and say to his
friend Melanchthon:
“Philipp, let us sing
the 46th Psalm.”
Quiet strength and
consolation are found
in the thought that

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble.”
It is also appropriate
for us to sing it boldly and
in celebration of Jesus
Christ, the Chosen One,
who fights for us in every
field of battle. Because He
defeated the old evil foe
with one little word, the
kingdom of heaven will
remain ours forever, by
God’s grace alone.

Hymn 250 | A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Please stand at the conclusion of the hymn introduction.
St. 1 Unison
St. 2 Harmony
St. 3 Choir, in a setting by J. S. Bach, 1675-1750
St. 4 Unison, (as printed)

Be seated.
Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,
humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing
with one another, and forgiving one another,
if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must
do. But above all these things put on love, which
is the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to which also you

were called in one body; and be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord. And whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Hymn 212 | Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head
St. 1 Choir
St. 2 Harmony
St. 3 Harmony
St. 4 Unison
Please remain seated.
Finale | Improvisation on “Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head”

All settings composed and arranged by Jacob B. Weber. Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest, God’s Own Child I
Gladly Say It, and A Mighty Fortress Is Our God were written for today’s hymn festival and are dedicated to
the 2017 ELS Convention in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

Commentary written by Rev. Prof. Mark DeGarmeaux.
Trumpet: Andrew Burmeister, Jeffrey Hendrix
Trombone: Erik Hermanson, Isaac Schmidt
Tympani: Benjamin Faugstad
Violin: Daniel Halvorson
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